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CHAP. XXX. 

Lord Bute refolvcs to change the Minijlry again-^^ 
Difregards the Duke of Btdford^^Tries to gain 
Lord Temple^^ Meeting at Lord Eglintoun' s^^ 

. Again tries to gain Lord Temfle'^Anmfes Lord ' . 
Temple-^Lord Strangers AJfertion — Lord Rockm 
ingham's requejl-^ Affair of Dunkirk-^Negoci^ 
ation with Mr. Wilkes — Propofition for the Go'- 
vernment of Canada — Difapproved by the Chan* 
cellor^ who advifes the King to fend for Mr. Pittf 

BEFORE the meeting of Parliament, the c h a Pi 
new miniftry having fliewn an inclina- ^-rvoJ 
tion to reverfe the fyftem purfued by their 
ptedeceflors ; Lord Bute^ who had been the \^^J^^ 
author of that fyftem, took a refolution to ^*^g^^ 
remove them. He was no longer terrified '^^ 
by the threats of irnpeachment* The Duke ^^"'^J^J^ 
of Bedford had connived fo long, his Grace ^^^^ 
could not now bring forward his menaced 
accufation upon any groiyid or pretence of 
public principle. He had moreover been 
• Vol. II. B xeccntly 
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^j^j^f- recently ftigmatized by violent marks Ot 
^^■^ popular odium** His Grade Was not at 

this time, in the judgment of the Favourite^ ^ 

an objefl of dread or refpeft. 



.Trirs te 
nin Lord 
Temple. 



Lord Bute's attention at this period, wa* 
direfted to another nobleman. Since the 
reconciliation between Lord Temple and his 
brother Mr. Grenville, there had commenced 
a coolnefs between his Lordlhip and Mr. 
Pitt^ and between his Lordfliip and Mr. 
Jaihts Grenville. They imagined from feve* 
fal circumftances, thai theit brother had ftip- 
planted them in his Lordlhip's favour and 
confidence. To diflbl ve all great connexions 
had been Lord Bute^s favourite maxim^ ffoia 
the moment of his acceffion to power. 
Nothing, therefore, could be more favour- 
able to his projeft than this family divifions 
He refolved to feize the opportunity which 
tills circumftance feemed to offer. .Accord^ 
ingly, a few days after the meeting of I*ar- 
Katnent, ivhen Mr. Pitt had given the deci^ 
fion for the repeal of the Stamp Aft, by the 
preceding fpeech (See Appendix U.) which 

* By the Spltalfield weavers, who had affembled >n auiltitudes 
before his houfe. Several partizaoc of L«i4 Bute were fcc»„ 
i^mongft them* ; 

'Mr. 
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Mr. Orefiville had oppofed, he folicited an ^xxx^ 
interview with Lord Temple and Mr. Gren-^ '"li^Sr' 
ville, for the purpofe of forming a new ad- 
miniftration. His firft application was to ^frt n^ae 
Lord Egltntoun, between whom and Lord t^^^^'^ 
Temple there fubfifted a very warm friend- 
fliip. LorS Eglintoun opened his commit 
fion to Lord Temple at Lord Coventry\ 
where they dined on the firft Sunday after 
the meeting of parliament;. The converfa* 
tion began upon the afFaifs of America, 
in which the three Lords agreed in opinion, 
that a repeal of the Stamp Aft would be a 
lurrender of the authority of the Britilh le* 
giflature over the colonies. Lord Eglintoun 
finding that Lord Temple was of their opi- 
nion^ faid to his Lordfhip, ** Let us talk no 
more upon that fubjeft here, but let us go 
to your brother. — Has your Lordlhip re- 
ceived no melTage from him?'* Lord Temple 
faid^ he had not: and in a few minutes after 
they went to Mr. Grenville\ Thisi^nktter 
had been more explicitly opened to Mr* 
Grenville, by Mr. Cadogan, now Lord Cado* - 
gan^ and Mr. Grenville had reqUeHed Lord 
Suffolk to acquaint the Duke of Bedford 
with it. , Upon feeliig his bi'other, he in^ 
ftantly told him/ wlihout being afked a 

B 2 queftion. 
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^xxK.* queftion, that an opening had been made ta 
'"•^r*^ him of an accommodation with Lord Bute^ 
and that he wanted to confult his Lordfhip 
upon making the Duke of Bedford a party 
to the affair." Lord Temple replied, " that 
he might do as he pleafed , but that he, 
himfelf, would have no concern in the 
matter.'* 

Ag^ntT\f» Another channel to Lord Temple was thea 

to gain -T 

LordTon^ purfued. This was by Mr. W. G. Hamilton, 
who <vas in the moil confidential intimacy 
^ with his Lordfhip, and who, from the time of 
the feparation of Mr. James Grenville, was 
interlded to be his Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, if ever he accepted of the Treafury. 
But Mr. Hamilton^ knowing his Lordfliip's 
temper and refolution, with refpefl to Lord 
Bute^ did not warmly recommend the prb- 
pofition. 

Next day (Monday) Lord Eglintoun went 
to Mr. Grenville\to dcfire him tp meet Lord 
Bute 2Lt his houfe; but Mr. Grenville was 
gone to the Houfe of Commons ; upon 
which Lord Eglintoun .went there to him ; 
but meeting with Mr. ^tuarf Mackenzie^ he 
incautioufly told him of the intended meet- 
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ing, and that geijtleman immediately^ in- ^xxxf' 
formed Lord Holland, who feeing Lord 
Bute a few moments after, told his Lor(^- 
Ihip, " That he was going to do a very * 
foohfh thing; but as he had gone fo far he 
mull not flop ; but give them the meeting, 
hear what they had to propole, and then 
leave them/' 

Lord Temple calfedupon his brother juft 
as he had returned from the Houfe of Com- 
mons. In a minute or two afterwards. Lord 
Eglintoun came in ; and being rejoiced to 
fee his Lordftiip, begged he would ftay there 
ten minutes, while he went home. Lord 
Temple faid he could not flop fo long ; that 
he was going to the Houfe of Lords upon 
particular bufinefs, and it was growing 
late. Lord Eglintoun then defired he would . 
ftay only five minutes. This was refufed: 
laftly, he requefted only three minutes; and 
this was refufed alfo. But in the expoftu- 
lation it came out, that it was to meet Lotd 
Bute, whom Lord Eglintoun fiippofed was, 
by this time, waiting at his own houfe, and 
he wifhed to fetch him. At length, pref- 
fing the matter very cameftly. Lord Temple 
anfwered warmly^ -Sj; G-^d J mil not; — that 

B3 was 
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^ xxjl' ^*^^ his expreffipn, and immediately flepped 
^^ iiito his carriage. 

The Duke of Bedford and Mr. Grtnviik 
met Lord Bute at Lord Eglintvun's. The 
conference was very (hort: Lord Bute {<A^ 
. lowed Lord Holland^ advice — he heard 
them — and then left them. He afterwards 
faid to Lord Eglzntoun; that he did not meet 
the perfon he wanted to meet (Lord Temple) 
but the perfon he did not want to meet (the 
Duk^ of Bedford). Some time afterwards^ 
Mr. Pttt mentioned this meeting in th€ 
Houfe of Commons. Mr. Grenville did not 
deny it; but faid, ** That the lingle propo<* 
fition made, or point fpoken of, was rela* 
tive to the beft means of preventing the in- 
tended repeal of the Stamp Adl. No oth^ 
fubjeft was mentioned." 

Amofei Notwithflanding the ill fuccefs of thw 
pii/^""' project. Lord Bute found means, through 
one of the Princefs's confidants, to amulb 
Lord 71 772/ / with a flu ranees, that a Carte^ 
blanche would, in a very little time, be of-. 
ft red to him: and this manoeuvre was ma^ 
naged fo well, he was completely duped by 
k ; Le believed the aflurances for fome time* 

The 
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The defign was to engage him waranly in ^x^p^f- 
the oppofition to the repeal of the ^amp ^"^l^^o^ 
Aft; and he fell into the fnare: Having 
implicitly adopted the American politics of 
his brother, the American politics, of the 
Court became an eafy, and almoft a natural 
gradation. 

During the progrefs of the bill for thfc 
ivepeal of the Stamp A61, it was ftrongly 
infinoated in parliament, that the bill was 
very far from being agreeable to the King; 
upon which Lord'-RocAinghafn aflerted, that . ^ 
Jbis Ma|efty's approbation of the meafcire was 
clear and unequivocal. Next day^ Lord Lord 
^ran^^. maintained the contrary -r-that his a^nfon*. 
Majefty highly difap proved of the bill. 
Lord Rockingham was greatly furprifed by ta. Rock- 
this explicit declaration from Lord Strange; icqSX' 
and ac his next audience of the King, he re- 
quefted the honour of his Majefty 's opinion 
in writing ; which the King refufed to give. 
Thiscircumftance was aq indifputable prdof, 
that notwithftanding the late' negotiation 
bad not fucceeded, yet his Majefty ftill with- 
held his confidence from his prefent fer- 
vants. Another change of minifters was 

dottbtleis in contemplatmj although no 
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f • frelh applications for that purpofe were yet 
madet 

However unfortunate thefe minivers 
might be in the clofet, yet they rendered 
great and important fervices to the country. 
Their proceedings and conduft. arc well 
known ; they are to be found in the public 
accounts of the time ; but there isocie mea- 
fure of that adminiftration which has becfi 
very imperfeftly ftated. It is concerning 
Dunkirk, . , 



ASaircf This poiut, of frequent and anxious dit 
Duakirk. cuffion, fccms to have been mi(laken bythe 
Britifli miniRers^ prior and fubfequent to 
Lord Rockingham. From the peace qf 
Utrecht, in the year 1713, to the month of 
September 1765, all our demands concern- 
ing the demolition of Dunkirk have ojrigi- 
nated in a wrong principle. We have in- 
fift^d upon levelling the ramparts, upon 
filling up the cunette, &c. Thefe were im- 
material points, to which the French Court 
confented, after fome ^ffefled hefitatiorf^' 
The fortifications on the land fide are of no 
confcquence to England. It was the har- 
bour alone that ought to have engaged 

ouf 
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oar attention. Lord Rockingham faw this ^jScx.^ 
miftake; in his adminiftration only, was "^"^^a^ 
the demolitioh of the harbour ferioufly at* 
tempted : andihad he remained a little longer 
in office, it muft have been accomplifhed; 
His demands were direfted to the jettees ' 
which proteft the channel to the harbour, 
and without which the harbour becomes 
totally unfer vicea ble. Thefe jettees are two 
piers, which projetl about three quarters of 
a mile from the harbour into the fea ; and 
are about twelve feet high from low- water 
mark : between them is the channel into the 
harbour. His Lordlhip ordered a breach to 
be jnade in the eaftern jettee, near the mid- • 
die, fufficient to admit the fea. All Dun- 
kirk was infiantly filled with alarm. They 
faw the ruin of the harbour was inevitable. ' 
A few tides made the fafcl clear. The fand 
was driven through the breach with fuch 
aftonifliing velocity, it was. fully manifeft 
the channel muft be entirely choaked in. a 
few days more. Had this breach been made 
larger, which was intended; and another 
made lower down towards the fea, which 
was alfo intended, the harbour muft have 
been fo effeftually rendered ufdefs, that 
jiothiDg larger than a row-boat, or a pilot, 

could 
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could have got into it. The French im^ 
mediately faw the efFeft of this fmall breach, 
and inftantly put a fiop to the progrefs.of 
the workmen. The reader is to obferve^ 
that in all the ftipulationa oar Court has 
made with France, refpefting Dunkirk, a 
kind of childHh delufion hasconftantly beiott 
admitted —this was— the French were to 
employ their own people to execiite ouir de» 
nands, and wc^were to fend our furveyon 
to examine and report the (late of. their 
operation. Our furveyors had no comrotll 
.over the workmen ; and if the French Hch 
vernor, at any time, choofe to put a ftop to 
th^ir labour, we could not oblige them to 
refume their work. The furveyors might 
return to England, and, upon their report, 
the Britifli Ambaflador at Paris was ufuaUy 
inftrufted to remonftrate ; which commonly 
produced an evafive anfwer. The fur- 
veyors have be n fent back, and the fame 
farce has been played over again. In this 
manner have the negociations concerning 
Dunkirk been conti. ued, dropped, and re-, 
vived, from the year 1713. As a proof 
that Lord Rockingham was right in this 
matter, we need only obferve the condu£l 
of the French, in this particular, lince the 

treaty 
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tfeaty of 1782, by which was furrendcred ^^xx^ 
all claim and concern refpetHng Dunkirk* ^^^^^^ 
IfiAead of repairing the fortifications, on the 
demolition of which we formerly fa ftre- 
nubuily infifted, or opening the cunette, or ' 
paying any regard whatever to the land 
fide, their whole attention has been direQed 
to widening, deepening, and enlarging the 
harbour. They have made it capaciaiLS^fafc, 
and convenient. Thoie who think Dunkirk 
a place of no danger to the conin^erc^ of 
London^ < may find their niillake iu a future 
day* 

During this adminiflration, Mr. Wilkes ^^«^ 
returned from France to London; and there MrWiii» 
was fome communications between the mi* 
Difiers and him. The following is Mr. H. 
Cotes s account of this affair ; tranfcribed 
t^r^o^m from his own manufcript. 

*« Monday the 12th of May 1765, Mn* 
wakes arrived in town from France, with 
Mr. Mackleane (formerly in partnerfliip . 
with Mr. Stewart, in a druggift's ftore at 
JHiiladelphia). He was very intimate with 
Mr. Burke^ through whofe intereft he was 

Qoade Governor of the Ifland pf 5 1. Mhnm. < 

Mr. 
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^xxxf* Mr. Wilkes had a lodging at Mr. Stewart's^ 
^■^j^ ^^ Holles-ftrcet, Cavendifli-fquare. Mr. Cotes 
did not know of his coming till he faw the 
account of his arrival in the Evening-Poft 
of Tuefday, at his houfe at Byfleet. He 
immediately came to town, when he found 
a note from Mt. WilkeSj defiring to fee him. 
He went immediately ; when Mr. Wilkes 
acquainted him/ that he was come to de- 
tnand a performance of the repeated pro- 
xnifes of the minifters ; which he had in 
writing, viz. to give him a general pardon, 
five thoufand pounds in calh, in lieu of 
what he might receive from an aft ion 
againft Lord Halifax^ and fifteen hundred 
ppunds per anrmm, for forty years, upoii 
Ireland. He faid, he had feen feveral peo- 
ple from the minifters ; they all exprefied 
great wrath againft Lord Temple for his 
ftrong oppofition to their meafures ; that 
he had told them, he had very . many and 
lingular obligations to Lord Temple ; and if 
that was not the cafe, he had fo great a re- 
gard for Lord 7J?7Wj&/^'s public and private 
virtues, that nothing under Heaven fliould 
induce him to do any thing that would give 
that noble Lord a moment's uneafinels. 
He defired me to communicate this to Lord 

Temple^ 
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yimfile, aiid to ^afture him of his beft re- ^ ^^x^'* 
lpe£ls; that he would have waited upon ""^JS^ 
him in perfon^ but as he was in an intereft-* 
ing negociation with the prefent minifters^ 
he hoped his Lordfliip would excufe him* 
I went immediately to Lord Temple's bed- 
fide, and related the above to him. He 
feemed extremely fatisfied with Mr. Wilkes^s 
€ondu6l, and wiftied moft heartily that the 
minifters might be as good as their prof- , 
mifes. He defired me to convey his kifld 
compliments to Mr. Wilkes, and to aflure 
him of his friendf];iip and approbation of 
his conduS upon the prefent occaffion : at 
the fame time, he told me, that he was very 
certain that Lord Rockingham had not the 
leaft intentioq of ferying Mr. Wilkes, and 
feared .they would deceive him* 

^' I faw Mr.Wilkes next morning, and 
found Mr. S. Luttrell* with him. I thoiight 
that a good omen for Mr. Wilkes, as \ knew 
Luttrell to be a friend of Lord Bute ; and 
I knew, without that ditlator's confent or 
approbatioti, nothing would be done for 
ray poor friend. However, I found after- 
wards, that Luttrell only came upon pri- 

■* Afterwards Lord Csrhampffn* 

vate 
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^xxx^* defired, I would get him a private lodging 
^^^Jggt^ in Surrey, near the Thames, to facilitate his 
efcape, in cafe of neceffity. ' I went itext 
day to Mr. Jonathan Tyers^ who very gen- • 
teely offered his houfe at Dorking, but that 
jvas thought to be too far off. I went to 
By fleet on Saturday, and left him to go oa 
Sunday and fee a hoiife Mr. Tyers had pro- 
vided for him. I offered him Byfleet ; but 
he objefted, that it would be too public^ 
and that it would be declaring againft the 
prefect miniilers, as they knew my enmity 
to thenu 

. •* On my return on Tuefday, I found he 
liad given over all hopes of fuccefs from the 
odinifters, and defired I would fee Philips^ 
(his Solicitor), and MelTrs. Glynn and Dun* 
flings to confult what was proper to be done, 
previous to Tiis furrender on the Friday fol- 
lowing (the firft day of Term), as he was 
firmly refolved to ftand all chances ; and 
faid, he had told MefTrs. Burke and Fitzher* 
berty that he had taken that refolutiop, and 
that if they wanted to fee a fleadier man 
than him, they mufl go toCorfica tofind 
one. 

** I ap* 
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** I appointed Philips to meet at Mr. ^xxx^\ 
Wiik&s's next day, in the evening, and we ^^'^ 
went to Serjeant Glynris hoiife, in Bioomf- 
bury-fquarej who was fo obliging as to ac- 
company us to Mr. Wilkes, and flayed there 
the whole evening. Our difcourfe ran upon 
the means to be taken, either to appear per- 
fonally, or by attorney^ to rcverfe the out* 
lawry ; but as the* Serjeant had not con-^ 
fidered^f the matter, the confultation was 
deferred until next mornings when Mr* 
Dunning was to meet. 

*' I found Sir HC Bak(r afid Mr. Fitzhtf^ 
bert at Mr. Wilkes\ door, next mornings 
going into Sir Williams chariot ; who faid 
to me, ^^ That he was going upon an em* 
bafly for my friend within doors." I found 
}A^vs. Glynmndi Dunning in the dining- 
room with Mr. Wilkes dind Philips, and a 
good deal of difcourfe updn the proceed- 
ings upon writs of error, &c. paffed ; but 
Mr. Wilkes was defirous to fufpcnd arjy re- 
foliition i^eing taken^ until the return of 
Sir W. Baker and Mr* FitzherbtrL whicH 
happened in about two houfs ; when aft^f 
a long converfatioii with them, and Lord 
Rockingharri^ Secretary, Mr. Burke^ who 

Vol. IL C ' came 
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^xxx^ c^n^c ^'th them; Mr. Wilkes came up. ftaif* 
and' told us, that as he could not ceverfe 
liis outlawry, either by error, or appearance, 
until November Term, and as hfi did BOt 
chuie to furrender and lie in prifon all tkat 
time, be had determined to go abroad again* 
He told me, that they had not given him 
any money, nor would Lord Rockingham 
make him any promife ; and that he had 
been forced to borrow one hundrec^pounds 
of Mr, Fitzherbert, as a private friend. He 
had received one hundred and thirty pounds 
before, from the fubfcription of one thour 
find pounds per annum promifed by the 
miniftry, of Mr. FitzKerbert: which made 
the whole received of this boafted affair^ 
Jix hundred and thirty pounds for the year 
1765. Mr. Wilkes feid, he would certainly 
come in November, and take hisi chance* 



" Sir W. Baker afked Lord Rockingham 
what he intended to do for Mr, Wilkes f 
Lord Rockingham anfwered, Mr. Wilkes 
muft truft to his honour. Sir W. Baker 
faid, he would certainly have iio objeftidn to 
do that, but thought that fomething fhould 
be mentioned of his intentrons ; th%t if hitf 
Lordfliip would give his honour \f> ioter- 

cede 




Of THE EA»t OF CflATHAij; t^ 

tcck with the Kitig for bis pardori/ or jcJo ^xv^/!* 
any thing elfe in his power for hi^ feryice, 
he would acquaint Mr. Wilkes^ who would 
be fatisfied with refp6£l to time, &Ci But 
as to trufling to his Lordfliip's honour a| 
lajfge, he would conftrue that as a negle£t 
of Mr. Wilkes; and fhould acquaint him^ 
that he iiad nothing to expetl from his 
I^ordfhip; and that he fliould look upon 
this as a flight of himfelf. And defired 
that Mr. Burke might go with him to Mr* 
Wilkes, to whom he delivered the above 
meffage/' 

In a few days afterwards, Mr. Wilkes re* Retiim«t# 
tuirned to Frahce^ Wfeen the peace of the . 
American fcolonies had been fettled, the ?ropofri 
tliiniftry took into (Jonfideration the ftate goVc/n. 
of Canada ; for which great province the c*"*** 
late miniftejfs had provided no conflitution. 
This defeft they conceived it neceffaiy to 
fupply. And for this purjiofe^ they drew 
the outlines of a plan of government^ 
preparatory to a bill. This plan, or priri-, 
cipal features of one, w*5 fuboniijUcd to the , . 
Chancellor (Lord Nortkington), who, £q t\Jkp^^ , 
far j^om approving of it, or offcxing to cor- tU Q^mm 

C2 rea ''^^'' 
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^xxx^* reft it, condemned the whole mcafure in 
^""^Xe!^ ^^^ "^^^ violent terms of indignation and 
intemperance. It is to be obfcrved, that 
the Chancellor had never been cordially 
their friend ; and he feemed eagerly to 
feize this opportunity of expreffing his 
dillike. His manners were not of the mbft 
gentle kind, nor was his language very 
poliftipd, whenever he indulged in his na- 
tural difpofition of reproach ; harfh and 
bitter, vulgar and brutal, were Epithets 
frequently applied to his charafcier by many 
of thofe whofe intercou^^fe with him gave 
'them a perfeft knowlege of his language 
and manners. And, perhaps, upon no event 
in his life, they were more juftly merited 
than the prefent. He went to the Kjfng^ 
and complained to his Majefty of the un- 
fitnefs of his fervants: he told the King, 
in terms of the utm^oft plainnefs, that 
the prefent minifters could not go on,^ 
and that his Majefty muft fend for Mr; 
Pitt. - : 



Who id. It is eafy to conceive^^ from the qppolG- 
xfnVto tion the minifters had met with,' as well 

lend for • i* ' • i - i * 

ui. Fiti. in parliament as at courts that this advice 

was 
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wa,s agreeably received. In £onfequence of ^^^^* 
it, his Majefty commiffioned the Chancellor -^"Cg-' 
to confer with Mr. Peii on the fubjeft of a 
new arr^ngerpenL 



' C H A R XXXI. 

hori NortTiington - opens his negociatkn ivitk %ir* 
Pitt.^Diiki' of Graflcm rejigns. — Several Ptr^ 
Jons rtfujt Places. — An -Eighteen Days jfvumaL 
— Afr. ) PiU Jus the Kir^g. — Lord ■ Temp{e ftiU 
. J^'^% <^f^d goes to the Kivg. — Confer eruic brtwteu 
. , Mr. Pitt and Lord Temple^ at Hampjlead. — • 
They differ and feparate. — Lord TtmpU has an 
Audience of the King — Returns to Stcwe.'^Mr. 
Pitt -created Earl of Chatham -^His extraordi- 
nary Grants.'-^Mr. Town/hend, Manager of the 
Houfe of Commons-^Several Perfons refufc , 
Places. — Lord Rockingham refufes to fee Lord 
ChaihoM.-^Mr. Stuart Mackenzie re/iored.-^ 
Lord Chatham not united with Lord Bute, 

LORD NORTHINGTON opened his 
negociation with Mr. Pitt, through 
the channels of the Duke of Grafton, and 
Mr. Cakraft. Mr. Pitt was at that time at 
his new edate in Somerfetfhire ; from which 
place he was fent for. He arrived in Lon- 
don on the eleventh of July ; and the 

C 3 fame 
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x^xf!* ^3^^ evening hefcad st conference wkH 



NorLhi Jgloh. 



pukr qf The Duke of Grafton had Idtely t^ffgiiedf 
reVr his office of Secretary of State, and attached 
himfelf to Mr. Piit: this attachn^ent he had 
publicly avowed in the Houfe of Lords*. 
\\ hen it was indifputably clear, that LorcJ 
Rockingham's adminifl ration was not hor 
noui^d by the countenance and fupport of 
Mr. Pitt, not only tl\e Duke of Grafton^ 
but feveral other perfonsf-i^efufed to con-f 
tribitte their afliflance ; from an ap^rehen- 

• His Grace faid in the Houfe of LoHs, ? That he had no ob- 
Jedlionto the perlcns, or to the nieiifures of the minifterjhe had 
recenr'y Icfi ; but tl»a« he iht)»i^ht ;hey wanttii ftrengtli and effi* 
C'encv to Cdrry on profvp lueafjircs v, ,\h fucceU ; and that he 
• ' knew but one ]nan who ruuld g.ve them tl.at ftreng»h and ibhdity 
' (meaning Mr. Pitt)-, that uncter h m, he fhould be willing to 

fcrve i any rapacity, not on!\ as h Ctncral Officer, but as a Fio^ 
peer, aiid would take up a bpade and a Mattock,^ 

t Lord Sbelburne refufed the poard of Trade, and Colonel 
f arret V c" Fieiiurer of Ireland. 
' His i. orHlhp refu ed alfo rfie EmbalTy to Pani. 

Lord ^'orih refufed the JixcJiequ^r, alfo Vice Trc»furcr of 
Ireland*. 

Lord Toivnfiend refufed to go tp Pans or Madrid* 

Lord Egfmni refuf<^d the Seal3 refigned by the Duke of 
Craft on. 

Lord Hardiv'cke refufed them likewife, 

X«Qid LyuUtoH reiuieu 4, cabinet dtuatioo* 

1 

fion, 
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Cofl, that a new adminiflration would in a ^x'xxi!* 
ftrort time be appointed, of which, each ^^*pj^ 
man flattered himfelf with becoming a part, 
under the idea of forming a more compre- 
heiifive fyftem. Nobody doubted the ho^ 
Hour and integrity of Lord Rockingham: 
it Wis ev6n admitted, that his adminiflra- 
tion had been regulated, and conducted 
Oft the purett principles of patriotifm ; yet 
there was not virtue enough in the country 
to fuptport hnn* 



Thofe who aiTert that l^ordi Bute W55 not, 
tfohfulfe'd, n6r gave any advice upon this 
occafion, muft forget all the preceding fafcls 
fince the death of George the Second; and 
miift deny his no6^urnal vifits, at ihis time, 
to the King's mother at Carlxon Houfe *. 

C4 Loi*d 



• JSfi eighteen daysfahhfut JournaU endhg a fe^vj daj^s fre^ 
nfhufto the mihifierU fiaking bands in theytar 1764. 

Tuefdayy June 24, 176^. From AiidJcy-ftreef, the Favowritc 
fbt out about jotie o'clock, in a po^ coach and f<ur, for Ldrd 
JLltcbfield's at Kacmfton Coprt, and came home apain at ten at 
night; Went out direftly after in a chair to MUs Vanjittari\ 
maid x)f 4ion6ur to P. D. of W. in SackviU^ ftreet; Raid thcr^ 
tint ^ ^cry liftlfJ whHe, and thert went to Carlton -hou<«, and rd» 
turned honi^ about twelve o'clock. 

W'edriifday 15. Frofft Audley-fh-ect, the Favourite fet out in 9 
fhf(i]r at half pa(( ii% in the eveiiitigi went itito ^avkville-ltreet, ai 
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S<xxl' Lord Northington did not indeed begin his 
^""^^ negociation with Mr. Pitt^ under the imme-> " 

diate 

before, ftaid .there till paft ten, then went to Carlton-houfe^ and 
returned home about twelve 

' Tkurfday 2h. From ditto, the Favourite fet out at half paft 
fix in th.e evening in a chaiV, went into Sackv lle-ftrect as before^ 
(laid there til. ten, Uien v.ent to Carlton -houfe, and came home at 
^ e ve. 

Friday 27. At feven this morning the Favourite fet out from 
Audi *v-ltreet, for his fear in Bedfordfliire. 

Sunday 29. The Earl returned from Bedfordfhire this day to 
dinner j. fet out as before at a quarter pafl (jx for Sackvilk-^reet» 
(la-d -here till about tn, then v\ent to Carlton houfe, and came 
home a'" twelve, 

' Monday 30. From Audlcy ftreet, the Favourite fet out in a 
char a qiifi ter palt Hx, went ii.to Saekville lireet, (laid there till, 
abuut ten, then went to Carlton-houi'e, and came home as ufual at 
• twelve. 

Tuefd.iyy July i. From ditto, at half paft fix, in a chair to 
Saikv.ile lireet, ftaid iher^till ten, then to Carlton^houfe, and 
t\v nee home at twelve. 

Wednefday 2. From ditto, ditto, di'to, and ditto. 

Tburfday 3. At^ fix this morning, rhe Favourite iet out fron| 
Audlev-ftnet foi h>s (eat in Bedfordfhire. 

Saturday 5 Tiie Favourite returned to Audley ftreet from 
ditto this dw to dinner; at h.ilf paft fix went to Sackville ftrefct, 
ftaid theie as uAial till about len, then to Carlton-houie, and af- 
tcrwards lamt lioaie about .twelve. 

Sunday 'i. At half part fix to Sjickville-ilreet a? ufual, about 
' ten ro u .iltcn-huufe, and iio.ne .it twelve asbefoie. 

Monday^. Ar three qiiar cr* pafl (it to backvlUe flreet as 
ufual, ai otir ten -o Carlton-hi.ufe, and home at twelve. . 

Tuej ioy i> A' ha'f paft nx to backville-ftiee , about ten tq 
Car ton ho e, Ji\\^^ home at twelve. 

We<iiujduy 9 At I. ah pa t lix to 5: ackville-ftreet, about ten tq 
Ciiixton-liuuie, and iiome at twelve. 



OP THE EARL OF OHAtHAM. 95 

diate and perfonaldireftions of Lord Bute, ^xAu 
but Lord Bute's influence pervaded through '""J^JST' 
a higher channeK 

Lord Northington offered Mr. Pitt a Carte^ 
blanche. Although Mr, P^^it did not difpute 
his Lordfhips authority or veracity, in 
making this offer, yet he wifhed. to have it 
confirmed by the King. }At. Pitt was in* 
tjoduced to the King at Richmond. The 
conference was very (hort. His Majefty 
confirmed the offer made by his Chancellpr; 
and added, that he had no terms to propofe* 
He put hxnjfelf into his (Mr. Pitt's) hand^*,- 

This 

Tiurfday 10, This morning at feven the Favourite and Tiij 
lady fet out from Audlcy-ftreet for Bedford fh: re. 

Saturday iz. Returned this day from Bed ford (hire to dinner, 
a&d, being Lord Mount Steuart's birth-day, he went out at eight 
this evening to Sackville-ftreet, (laid there till paft ten, then went 
tQ Carlton- houfe, and returned home about twelve, 

Sunday 13. At haff paft fix to Sackville-ftreet, ftaid there till 
paft ten, then to Carlton- houfe, and home at twelve. 

Monday 14. At half paft fix to Sackville-ftreet, ftaid theve tiU 
ten, then to Carlton-houfe, ftaifi there till paft twelve, and thei| 
rpturned home. , 

iV. B, The curtains of the chair from Audley to Sackville-ftreet, 
fiw conftantly drawn, and the chair t^ken into the houie* 

• The King had fo often entreated Mr. Fitt to enter into his 
fcrvice, Mr. Pitt frankly acknowledp^ed to Mr. CaUra/thQ could 
re lift the entieaties no loiiger; and bendes, he laid, they were 
^de in a mknner fo preiling ^nd afte6ling, no perfon fufceptible 
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S^x^r' This; was on Saturday the 12th of July •c 
^^Jl^ In the evening Mr. Pitt had another con- 
ference with the Chancellor, and afterwards 
with (j^n^rd\;Conway^ with whom he fettled 
the principal arrangements. Xextday(Sun- 
* day) the Chancellor, by his Majefty'«s com- 
mand, fent for Lord Temple, who was at 
Stowe, in Buckinghamfhire, His Lordfhip 
Jic'fclr' carfte to towfl on the folarteenthw Next 
morning he tv^ited upon thfe Kin^ at Rich- 
rhond, before h- faw Mr. Pitt. The King 
acquainted is Lofdiliip With the offer that 
bad been made to Mr. Pitt; fcnd added^ 
that he expe-fcled his LordSiip would affift 
Mr. Pitt in forming the arrangements. Next 
day, which was the 16th, " t his Lordftiip 
« 

of feeling for the dii^refs of the coun'ry, Could remain obdurate* 
To this an Mr. Yorke alio fell a facrifice, in the month of Janu« 
ary, 1776. ^ee Chapter xxx v. 

* Fide the dates, of the la i three days, of the preceding 
.eighteen days journal. 

•f- This account of the conference between Mr. /*/// and Lor<| 
temple at Hampftead, and the fubfequent audience of the Kifigi 
tre taken from a pamphlet called An Enquiry ^ &c. Lord Chiftet^ ^ 
field t in his letters to his foh, fays, ihis pamphlet was written tiy 
Lord Temple. Birt liis Lorilffiip was mistaken. The pamphlet 
was written by Mr. Humphry CoteSf aflifted by another perfott, 
It is, however true, that the ^ articular fa6t , dated .n this account 
of ifie conference and of th" audieme, were communicated by 
Ix)rd 7emple^ in c wer ation, to Mr. Cotes\ who, wi:hou| 
Xord Temple*^ participatiop, caused them to be publ.fbed, 

received 
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reiJtived a very affeftiarftte letter from Mr. ^xxxi? 
F?f^, then at North End, Hampftead, de- ^""I^S^ 
firing to fe* his Lordfhip there, as his health 
would not perrtiit him to come to tdwn^ 
His Lordfhip went ; and Mf. Pitt acquainted 
bifti, that his Majeliy. had been gracionfly 
J^leafed to fend for him, to form an admini* 
ftratidn; and as he thought his Lordfhip 
* iftdijpenjablel he defired his Majefty to 
fendjbf liini, and put him at the head of PuTa'lid 
tfefe Treafury ; and that he himfelf would pie'at 
tak^ the poft of Privy Seail. Mr* Pitt then ^^ 
^ir^dtidied a jifl of feveral perfons, which he 
fayi, Ae had fixed upon to go m with his 
Ldfdfcip ; and which, he addfed, was not tcJ 
be altered. Lord Temple fa'id, that he had 
had the hortour of a conference with his Ma^^ 
jefty^ at Riehrpond the evening before, and 
that he did not underfland, from what pafTed 
between them, that Mr. Pitt was to be ab^ 
folute mafier^ and to forrti every part of thft 
adminifJ^ration; if be had, he.fhould not 
have given himfelf the trouble of coriiing td 
Mr. A^^ upon that fubjed, being determined 
to come in upon an equality with Mr. Pitt^ 
in cafe he was to opcupy the moft refponfi^ 
|>le place under government. And as Mr* 
yjiti had chofen only a Ji<k-place^ without 
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^xxi!* any refponfibility annexed to it, htf (hould 
•][^ * infift upon fome of his friends being in the 
cabinet . offices with him, and in whom. he 
could confide: which he thought Mi:, Fitt 
could have no objeftion to, as he muft be 
fenfible he could not come in with honour, 
unlefs he had fuch nomination; nor did he 
defire, but that Mr.. Pitt {hould have his 
fhare of thfe nomination of Aw friends. And 
his Lordftiip jadded, that he made z^focrifice 
of his brother Mr. G.. GrenvilU^ who, hot- 
withftanding his being entirely out of plaCe^ 
and excluded from all connexion with? the 
intended fyftem, would nevertheless give.Am 
(Lord Temple JdiW the affiftaqce and fupport 
in his power: that it was an idea to concili- 
ate all parties, which was the ground that 
had made Mr. Pitt's former adminiftration 
fo refpeflable. and glorious, and to form 
upon the folid bafis of union, an able and 
refponfible adminiftration ; to br,ace the re- 
laxed finews of government, retrieve the 
honour of tlie crown, and purfue the per- 
manent intereft of the public : but that if 
Mr. Pitt infifted upon a fuperipr diftation, 
* and did not chufe to join in a plan defigned 

for tlie reftoration of that union,^ which at 
PO time w^^ ever fp neceflarya he defired 

the 
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the conference might be broke off, and that ^xxxif* 
Mr. Pitt would give himfelf no further trou- 
ble about him^. for that he would not fubmit 
to the propofed conditi6ns. 

" Mr. Pitt^ however, infifted upon con- 
tinuing the conference; and afked, who thofe 
perfons were whom his Lordfliip intended 
for fome of the cabinet employments ? His 
Lordfliip anfwered, that one in particular 
was anoble Lord of approved charafter, and 
known abilities, who had laft year refufed 
the very office now offered to him (Lord 
Temple) though preffed to it in the jftrongeft 
manner, by the Duke oi Cumberland bh^ 
the Duke of Newcajlle ; and who being their 
common friend, he did not doubt Mr. Pitt 
himfelf had in contemplation. This worthy 
and refpeflable perfon was Lord Lyttleton^ 
At the concluGon of this fentence, Mr. Pitt 
faid. Good God! how can you compare 
him to the Duke oiGrafton^ Lord Shelburne, 
and Mr. Conway? Befides, continued he, / 
have taken the Privy Seal, and he cannot 
have that. Lord Temple then mentioned 
the poft of Lord Prefident: upon which 
Mr. Pitt faid, that could not be, for he had 
engaged the Prefidcncy : but, fays he. Lord 

Lyttlc^ 
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^xxxl' t-yttleton may have a pcnfion. iTo Vriiklil 
Lord Temple immediately anfwered, that 
would never do; nor would he (lain the 
bud of his adminiftratioA M^ith at) accumu-- 
lation of penfions. It is true^ Mn Pitt 
vouchfafed to permit Lord Tenipte to nomi- 
nate his own Board; but at the famje timei 
inlifted^ that if two perfons of that board 
(T.Townjkend and G* Ovjlow^ Efiqrs.) were* 
turned out, they fliould have a compenfa-^^ 
lion, \.t. penjions. 



" Mr. Pitt next afked, what perfbh his 
Lordlhip had in his thoughts for Secretary 
of State ? His Lordfliip anfwered. Lord 
Gower; a noble lord of great alliance;, and 
in whom he hoped to conciliate and unite a 
powerful party, in order to widen and 
ftrengthen the bottom of his adminiftration^ 
and to vacate even the idea of oppofitionj 
thereby to reftore unanimity in Parliament^ 
and in the public. To this his Lordftiip 
addcdj that he had imparted his defign to 
Lord Gower, nor did he know whether that 
noble Lord would accept of the place *j 



* Lord TempU afterwards wrote to J^orii Gov)ef^ to excu^ 
due mention he haaji made ^ his name* 

bttt 
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iMit he snentioned it nbw, only as a com- \^xff' 
pxeheiilive meafure, to attain the great end Vv^ 
he wiilied, of reftoring unanimity by a re* 
conciliation of parties; that the bufinefs of 
the nation might go on without interrup- 
tion, and become the only bufinefs of par* 
liaroem. But Mr. Pitt rejefled this pro- J^^y ^^ 
polal, evidently healing as it appeared, by 
faying, that he had determined Mr. Conway 
ihould ftay in his prfefent office, and that he 
had Lord SkeLburneio propofe for the other 
office, then held by the Duke of Richmond'; 
fo that there remained no room for Lord , 
Gotver. This Lord Temple faid, wajs com- 
ing to his firft propofition of being fole and 
abfolute di6lator, to which no confideration 
fliould ever induce him to fubmit. And 
therefore he infifted upon ending the con- 
ference; which he did with faying, That 
if he had been firft caHed upon by the King 
he (hpuld have confulted Mr. Pitt's honour, 
with regard to the arrangement of minifters, 
and have given him an equal fhare in the 
iK)mination; and that he thought himfelf 
ill-treated by Mr. Pitt, in his not obferving 
the like condua/' f^i^"^ 

JHerc the amfirmu aided* 

Next 
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^xiAh Next day Lord Temple had an andieuCeo^ 
.^^v— ^ the King in the clolet ; when his Lordfliip 
told his Majefty, in firbftance, " That Mr. 
Pitt's terms were of fuch a nature, he could 
notpofTibly accept of them confidently with 
his honour : that he had made a facrifice of 
his brother to Mr. Pitt's refentment, in or- 
der to accommodate with him; but" that 
gentleman infifted upon bringing in a fet of 
; men, fome of whom were perfonal enemies 
to his Lordfliip, and with whom he had 
differed upon the raoft effential pofnts of 
government ; and would not permit him to 
name one friend for the cabinet, in whom 
he had an entire confidence : and had af- 
fumed, a power to himfelf, to which his 
Lordfliip never could fubmit; for if he did, 
the world would fay, with great jufliice, 
that he went in like a child, to go out like 
a fool. That his wifli was to retrieve the 
honour of the nation by an adminiltration 
formed upon a broad bottom, and compofed 
of men of the beft abilities, without refpeft 
to party, which his principal view was to 
. extinguifli ; in order that the whole atten- 
tion of parliament might be confined to the 
great objefts of^ national concern. That 
be had never been a fuitor to his Majefl:y 

either 



V 

ekW for hiriifelf ^rhis rri€Adr,-for any %^^]^^ 
place of honour ot errioliimdiit ; he did not \^ 
even feek the prefent offer ; yet he Was ex- 
tremely willing to faitfrifice his 6Wn peace 
and leifuire^ to* the fervice of^hii ^iajefty and 
the country, provided he coiild ido it with 
honour; but that, he added, was in his owil 
difpofal, and he would not make a compli* ^ 
ment of it to aiiy man* 

I 

^' In the evening (of the fame diy) the 
noble Lord told Lord Nortfiington, that the 
farce was at an end, and the mafque was 
off; his Lordfliip need not have fent for 
him from the country^ for there was no 
real wifh or intention to have him in the 
adminiftration/* ^ 

Lord Temple returned to Stowe. TJie ^^^ 
natural difpofition of this noble Lord, was ^"^"^ 
the mod amiable that dan be donceived, to 
his friends; but. when offended, .his difap* 
probation was Warm afld eonfpicuous— his 
language flowed fpontaneonfly from his 
feelings ; his heart and his voice alv>ays 
correfponded. , With fuch a temper, it was 
not probable that the caufe of his feparation 

t'ox.^ IL D frohgl 
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^j^xif* fr^"^ Mr. Pitt would either be concealed, 
or ibdifierently exprefTed. 




Mr.Fitt 



Mr. JHtt having made choice of the office 
y«t3r of Privy Sesd for himfelf^ was neceflfarily 
cb^mj created a peer This was announced to the 
public, in the London Gazette in the foI« 

lowing words- ^ SL James\ July 3a 

The King has been pleafed to grant unto 
the Right Honourable William Fttt, and 
his heirs male, the dignity of a Vifcount 
and Earl of Great Britain, by the name, 
ftyle and title of Vifcount Pitt, of Burton* 
Pynfent, in the county of Somcrfet, and 
Earl of Chatham, in Kent. ~A lift of the 
perfons, to whom his Lordfhip diftributed 
I the offices of State, may be feen at the 

end of the work *• Although he continued 

Mr. 



* Bu^ the following extnordinsuy grants are proper to be men- 
tioned here.— Having made Lord Nonbingfn Prefident of t]ie 
Council, k was ftipulated, that whenever his Lordflkip ihoiikl 
refign that poft, he (hould receive during his life a penfion of 
4000K 

Alfo (he reverfiou of the Hanaper was feaired to him for fwo^ 
lives, after the demift of the Duke of Cbanthsi ialanr Aappoftd 
to be per annum isi^l* 

The reverficn of a Teller of the Exdiei^jaer for Lorci Gmrndtn^^ 
font Salary about per annungi 5500L 

' , , Aptii- 



nioiia. 
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Mr. Omway, in his poft of Secretary of ^x^xif' 
State, yet he gave the maaagement of tht ^ ^ 
Houfe of Commons to Mr. Totonjheftd; arid h^.tow*. 
Lord Granby was put at the head of the S^^oi^ 
army. Before Lord Chaikim had finally ^'^ ^"^ 
fettled his Arrangements, he made feveral 
offers to different peribns of great weight 
and corifideration, with a view of ftferigth- 
ening his miniflry, and of detaching them 
from their friends. But that fuperiority of 
mind, which had denied him the ufual 
habits of intercourfe with the world, gave 
an air of aufterity to his manners, and 
precluded the policy of a convenient conde- 
' fcenfioil to the minutiae of politeriefs, and 
fafcinating powers of addrefs. He made an 
offer of Secretary of State to Lord Gowef^ 
whom he had refufed, when propofed for 
that office by his brother. He made offers 

ApenHoil to Lord CdmtUti oit thd Iri(h, Eflablifliment, in cafe 

he ihould lofe his poft of Lord Chancellor before there is a va« 

eancy in the Exchequer for his Ton ; per amoum 150014 

Apendon to CoU Ligonter fbrlifc^ on finglaAd; peraitmim 

1500I. 
A furrender of the borough of Orford to Lord fferi/orJ^"^ 
Mr. Aa/f/r^.appointed Ambaflaidor to Ruifia^but never went--« 
Lord Brifiol appointed Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, but nevei' 

iffcnt 
An additional peniion to Prinee Ffrdm^d, cm the Infli £ilab. 

Uftment, ^^r ammm aeeoL 

Da. to 






tj$$. 
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^^j^* to Lord Scarborough, Mr. Dowdefwell and 
feveral others. But. in fuch terms of hau^ 
teur, as fecmed to provoke, though unin« 
tentionaily; the neceflity ofrefufal*. They 
were all rejefled. He then waited upon 
Lord Rockingham^ at his houfe in Grofvenor- 
fquare; but Lord Rockingham, who was at 



Several 
>erront re- 



pei 

Ld?RockI home, refufed to fee him.— Thefe circum- 
j^c**/tofc; ftance^ chagrined him confiderably. He 
L^cbat. _|^^^ fQ^J^d^ for xht firfl; tijne in his life^ that 

fplcndid talents alone were not fufficient to 
fupport the higheft fttuations ; that the go- 
vernment of a party and the government of 
a natron, were as diftinft in their features as 
in their principles. He now felt the lofs of 
Iiis brother. Lord Temple, whofe gracious 
affal?ility procured him the efteem of all 
ranks of people, while the fplendor of his 
own talents commanded their admiration. 
Thefe two great men united, made a hoft 
againft the wdrld ; but when fepatated, they 
became the inftruments of two faftionsj 

« \ • • • ■ 

both of them without intending it, and for 
Ibinie. ^vait without perceiving it : Lord 

m 

♦ To the firft, an abrupt meffagc was fent, • That lie might 
liavcan offic^e'if hetrouli.* 'Te thdfeWftd, «That fu^h anjoffiee 
was ftill vacant/ To a thirds « That he unHt take foch ao office 

m 

or none^*^ 

Chathmn 



^ 
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Otatkam of the court, and Lord Temple of ^^fxxi^ 
the oppofitioii. ' ^"^1^66^ 

One of the fir ft afts of Lord ChathanCs ^,trS';. 
adminiftration, was the reftoration of Mr. ,ic7 ^"^ 
Stuart Mackenzie.—}!^ did this in the hand- 
fomeft manner pdflible.— When Mn Mac^ 
kenzie was firft appointed to the fmecurc - 

of Privy Seal for Scotland, he was ho- 
poured with the royal aflurance, that he 
fliould enjoy the place for his life. But 
the Duke of Bedford had obliged his Ma- 
jelly to break his promife in the year 176(5,. 
in order to convince the nation, that he 
(the Duke) was not under the influence of 
Lord Bute, Lord Chatham thought this 
removal fuch a flagrant violation of the 
royal promife that he made this reparation 
of the King's private honour one of the 
firft afls of his ipiniftry without regarding 
the unpopularity of the meafure. This 
circumftance indifputably proves, that Lord 
Chatham was not unfavourably difpofed tb 
the King's friendfhips, nor even tb his par- 
tialities.-^And if we reflet a moment upon 
the great political talents of his Lordftiip, 
and the wonderful - cffeEls of his return to 
office in the year 1757, we may fafely fay, 

P3 ^ that 
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Sc^\xh ^^^^ every public intereft, and every pri* 
^:^ vate attachment might have been at this 
period, as harmonioufly arranged, and 
would probably have been honoured with 
equal fuccefs, and fupported by firailar unv 
iiimity, had hfi found the fame Jidelity in thg 
(lofet, 

The reftoration of Mr. S. Mackenzie, the 
fa6l of his own peerage, and his fuddeh 
4'fference with Lprd Temple, gave caufe and 
credit to a fufpicion, which i all the minions 
of the court afliduoufly encouraged and 
circulated, and which ip a (hort time pre? 
vailed throughout the kingdom— J'A^^ ^^ 
Earl of Chatham had joined the Earl ofBute^ 
\t\^^mt However ftrong the appearances were, it is 
*? /lohJ certainly true, th^t the fufpicion was un- 
*'^'- founded, What was faid of Lord Rftckjng^ 
hcim^ on a (imi|ar caufe of fufpicion might 
with equal veracity be faid of Lord Chat^ 
4'iw— * That with thie Earl of Buteht hii<i 
no pc rfonal connetUon, nor correfpondence 
of council ; he neither coiirted him, noj^ 
P^rfpputedhim/* 



f 9y Mr. Bufkg* 
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CHAP. XXXII. 

I 

£mbargo on the Exportation of CornState of 
Parties — Conference between Lord Chatham and 
the Duki of Bedford at Bath^-^Conference betwten ' 
Lord Chatham and Lord Edgcumbe^^lis xonfcm 
quenceS'^Tht Admiralty offered ia. Lord Gower-^ 
ConduB of the CourU^Sccond Conferxnce with the 
Duie of Bcdford-^Breaks off. 

TH£R£ never was known in England chap. 
fo wet a fummer as that of this year. 



From the nionth of March 4o the month of 
Auguft, there were not fucceffively two fair 
days. This uncommon fealbn injured the 
com harveft prodigioufly. Towards the end 
of the fumtaer, when the extent of the in- 
jury was manifeft, minifters held feveral 
councils upon the fubjeS. At length they ^^^*J^^^ 
ifiued a proclamation, commanding an em- 5*J2rl!* 
bargo to be laid on the expctrtation of corn. 
Lord Chatham did not attefid any of thef^ 
councils. To the fecond council he fent 
his opinion in writing, which was in favour 
of the embargo. When Parliament met, 
defended their condud upon this 
D 4 parti* 



• • 



- "^ - 
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^xxn; particular point, by the fame arguments^ 
^ r^ and avowed the fame doftrines which had 
been ufed m the defence of finjilar arbitrary 
meafares by ' the friends of the Stuarts^ 
The conftitution was very ably fupported 
J)y Lord Mansjieldy Lord Temple, and Lord 
tyttleOin, And their arguments were after-? 
M*^rds publifhed in a pamphlet, entitled, A 
Speech agtiinjl tkefufpending and difpenfing 
Pierogutive. Many people afcribed this 
fpeech to Lord Mansfield. But they were 
iniftakeq. The pamphlet jvas written under 
'. ' the eye of Lord lemple, by a geqtleman at 

the bar, who was prefent at the debate, ancl 

< 

^who was alfb affifled in the coippofition by 

'\A>vA* Lyttleion. 



A few days after the proclamations were 
iffueCl lie peeling the embargo*. Lord Chat-^ 
ham retired to Bath for the benefit of his 
liealth, During his ftay at Bath, the Duke 
of Bedford cdmc there for the ianie reafon. 
(Lovd L. 6.U.hjim folicited an interview witii 



• * 



»■ • 



st«t^oF .his'Gracei Hi:; .Lord {hip's view w^s, to 

. dria^h the.Duke from Mr. Grenville. Lorcl 

Chxtham was npt un^^equainteci/ ^^^\ a pow^ 



t > *. 
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crful.and violent oppofitionj was forn^ng xxxi^J 
agamil him^ If was menaced, that this '*'*'C)? 
oppofition Would confift bt the late miniftry;, 
whom, for di{^in6lion*s fake, and becaufe the 
Duke of NewcaftU was vet alive, was fome- 
tifnes called the Pelham^x of the relations 

It » • I . 

of. hi5 own family, arid their friends, who* ' 
though a minor party, were yet a gtqyAng 
one ; and of the Bedford intereft, which at 
that time was refpefta|ble, firm and corapa6l. 
The two la,ft interefls were united, fiis de» 
fign. was ,to feparate them ; and to. ftrengthen 
his admimftration by. an acquifitioii of the 
Duke oi Bedford f He therefore^opened his ^^l^^^ 
conference with his Grace, by making the Chatham' 
ftrongeft afTurances, that he fhould be par- J^k^of 
ticularly happy to fee the King s adminiftra- ^^^^^ 
tion countenanced and fupported by his 
Graces approbation and intereljt. f^e 
Duke making no reply to" this exordium, 
Lord Chatham proceeded, by faying, that he ^ 
would, frankly lay before his Gi"ace the. prin« 
cipal meafures he intended to purfue, 

Firft, He intended to keep the peace 
inviolate, and to keep a watchful eye over 
the Princes on tl?^ .(^riiineht* ,th?tt they dicj 

w?fag^.. ., ....... 

Secondly, 
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jxxxiL Secondly. He would enter into no conti- 
^"Q^ nental conned ions, nor make any fubfidiary 
treaty with any European power. 

Thirdly. He would pbferve fuch a flrift 
and rigid (Economy, as fhould command 
the approbation of the moft frugal member 
of Parliament. 

The Duke replied, that thefe were the 
very meafures for which he had always de- 
clared and contended. They were his mea- 
fures, and he would certainly fupport them, 

whether his friends were.iri/or out of office. 

> 

Not a word was fpoken of America, nor 
of any arrangements. 

^ They parted in fimilar conceptions, that 

1this interview was only a prelude tq another. 

And this accounts for a great part pf the 

Bedford inter eft being neut?r at the meeting 

of Parliament. 

JLord (hathanC^ next ftep was, an attempt 

to divide the Newcajllc interejl. He began 

with Mr. Shelly, the Duke*s near relation. 

, To him, he promifcd the StaflFof Treafurer 

of 
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of the Houfhold; which at this time waf ^xxxii!; 
in the hands of Lord Edgcumbe. In his ^^Jg^ 
expectations of accomplifhing his defign^ 
he was too fanguine. It is true, he pro- 
cured the difmilfionof Lord Edgcunbe, and 
the appointment' of Mr. Shelly; but the dif- 
iniffion of Lord Edgcumbe was attended 
with confequences which rather weakened 
than (lreng(hened his adminiftration; and To 
far from dividing, or difmaying his oppo* 
nents, rather cemented their union, and 
provojced their refentment. 

The particulars of this difmiffion were ai ' 
follows J 



* " About the 20th of November, 1766, coAfer* 

' cncebe- 

the Minifter fent a note to Lord E. acquaint^ chtJS.^ 
ing his Lordfllip, « That a Great Perfon- ^^^ 
^ge had determined upon making fome 
^Iterations in his fervant^ ; and that he (^the 
Minifter] fliould be glad to fee Lord E. in 
Bond-flreet, or he would wait upon his 
Lordfllip in Upper Grofvenor-ftreet.*'— —^ 
Lord £• direftly waited upon the Minifter 
Jn Bond-ftrectf The Minifter began with 



* • 
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.xxxit;* commending;. his Lordfliips abilities, his 
^^ virtues, his integrity, and recited the con- 
tents of his letter. Then, after fom.e paufe, 
he.faid,;" He was very forry for it, was ex^ 

tremely concerned it ftiould happen. fo 

but — it was . neceflary— /* Here Lord E. 
(lopped him fhort, and bluntly demanded, 
^* if his poft v^as deftined for another.'* 
The Minifter, after a little 'paufe, acknow- 
ledged that it was, and that \i had been fo 
for foine time. Lord E. then proceeded to 
remind him of the meafures of the late op* 
pofition; " that he had, four years, fteadily^ 
'jand uniformly fupported thofe meafures; 
, meafures which he [the Minifter]] had ap- 
proved and adopted, and which were now 
happily effe6l.ed: that he haci upyer deferted 
jiny of the great queftions upon the fubjefils 
j?f the libertip? and interefts of Jiisjcouiptry ; 
^and . exprcfled his aftonijOtiment that tjiis^ 
treatment fliould be the reward of a conduft 
that Ijad manjf(?ftly the approbation of> and 
was agreeable to, the fpirit ^and principles 
.of the Minijfter, while in opppl^tion." The 
force of thefe truths, and this conclufion, 
Qbyioufly;m^a.de an iniprelliop upon the Mi- 
nifter: andhefaid, " that however unwilling 

a Gre^tX^foo^ge wft&iawccqaf&the num- 
ber 
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ber of his Lprds of the fiedchartiber, yet ^^xiil 
he .[[the *Minifter^ would neverthelefs ven- ^""^T'. 
ture to place his-Lordfliip upQn that lift/* 
Lord E. -direftly made anfwer, *' That how- 
ever willing he really was to hold feme place, 
in order that he might continue in office 
with his friends, and fupport the meafures 
of government, yet, after this ufage, he 
would not take any place, nor refigti that 
which he held, to any but the Great Per- 
fonage himfelf." And added " that it was 
extremely impolitic thus to turn out perfons 
of rank; perfons of great parliamentary 
intereft." The Minifter burft out— « Oh!" 
faid he, " if that be the cafe. Let me feel my^ 
^^ felf! I defpife your parliamentary in- 
" terefl! I do not want your alflftancef' 
And added, " that he trufted to^the upright- 
nefs of his meafures for the fupport and con- 
fidence of the K , and the favour and 

attachment of the people; and afting upon 
thefe principles,'' faid he, ** / dare look in 
the face the proudejl connedions oj this coutu 

tryT They parted. 

» 

" TVo days after. Lord E. received a 
note fignifyinga Great Perfoh's defire of his 
ftafF. do Monday the 24th Of November, 

1766, 




S766. 



/ 



1765» he waited on the Great Berlbn^ whcl 
faid, *' that he was very forry to part with 
his Lordfhipj of whofe fervices he had d 
very high opinion^ as well as of his Lord- 
jhip's abilities, and attachment to his perfon, 
and efpecially becaufe his LordOiip had no 
mixture of fafclious principles in his difpo- 
iition; But/* fays he, *•' My miniftcrstell me 
it mud be fo/' arid added, '^ that the idea of 
the bed-chamber was purely his own." 
Lord E. returned the Great Perfon ** his 
fincere and mod humble thanks for the good 
opinion he was pleafed to entertain of him ; 
and exprefled the great obligation he was 
under for it, and the more fo/' added he, 
•* for not prefling the bed-chamber upoft 
me ; all which more than pay me for the ill 
ufage of your minifters.*' The ftaff was 
given up, and Mr, ShtUy appointed Trea- 
furer of the Houftiold. 



Its ecaf(^ ^' Next day the Earl oi Befsborough^vtho 
^"^^ was one of the joint Poft-mafters, offered to 
make room for Lord E. by propofing to re- 
fign that poft in favour of his Lordfliip, and 
taking the bed-chamber, which had been 
offered to that Lord. But this obliging offet 
was rejeSed, Upon which the Duke of 

PorU 
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J^^/^Tii, the Eark o£ Befsborough ^niScar^ ^Aitn. 

borough, and Lord Monfon, rcligned the next ^"^^j^ 

day, which was Wednefday, November the 

26th, 1766. And thefe refignations were 

immediately followed by thofe of Sir Charles s 

Saunders, Sir William Meredith, Admiral 

Keppel, &c.^ 

• 
In confequence of thefe refignations. Lord ^JJ||a'^ 

Chatham refolved to renew his overtures to ^^^^•'* 
tlie Bedford interejl. The office of firft 
lord of the Admiralty, which Sir Charles 
^iiUTi^if^i had refigned, he immediately ten- 
dered to Lord Gower. But that Lord did 
not think proper to accept it (though he 
did not refufe it) without firft confulting 
the Duke of Bedford, who at this time was 
at Wooburn. And having given this an* 
fwer to Lord Chatham, he went on, the 28th 
to Wooburn to confult his Grace. Next 
day Lord Chatham had a long conference m 
the clofet. He laid open the plan of his in* 
tended alliance with the Bedford interejt, to 
fill the vacancies occafioned by the late re- 
fignations. But the condu6l of the gre&t 
leader of this intereft, when laft in office, 
had created fo violent a prejudice againft 
hioi. Lord Chatham found the execution of 

his 
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xxxif: ^^s P^^>^ to be imptafticable in the whole 
""^5^ extent that he defignedit; for he intended 
to have included th^ Duke hitnfelf in his 
new arrangement. But he was ihtreated to 
abandon all thoughts of that nobleman. 
He was promifed the warmeft, the fulleft, 
moft fincere, and mofl effeftual fupport* 
He yielded to thefe aflurances^ or, as he 
faid afterwards, he could not refift themj 
and feveral vacant offices were filled be- 
fore Lord Gower returned from Wooburn. 
The names of the perfons appointed, will 
fiifficiently diflinguifti the interefl which 
prevailed. Lord Le Defpencer^ who had 
been Lori Bule\ Chancellor of the Ex'«» 
chequer, was made Poftmafter ; Mr. Jen-^ 
kinfon^ now Lord Liverpool^ who had been 
Xsord Bute's private fecretary, was made a 
Lord of the Admiralty. The reft the. rea-* 
der will find in the Lift of Changes at the 
end of the Work. By this arrangement, 
XiOrd Chatham feemed to be entirely united 
to the court. He certainly trufted to the 
promifes which |jad been made for his fup- 
port; and he gave them full credit, becaufe 
he believed them to be fincere. 



On 
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On the firft of December Lord Gowey re* xxxil 
turned from Wooburn, with the Duke of ^"^Jlg^ 
Bedford. A few hours after their arrival canfer1ac« 
in London, the Dube waited on Lord Chat- DuL^of 
ham, in Bond-ftreet.- The conference be-^ 
iween thefe twQ noble Peers was very (hort. 
Lord Chatham! s purpofe was to conceal the 
engagement he h*ad made with the court. 
The Duke's idea was, that the negociation 
begun at Bath, and continued with Lord 
Gower, was ftill open. His Grace there- 
fore requefted fome of the vacant offices for 
his friends, and an Englifti peerage for the. 
Marquis of Lome, now Duke of ArgylL He 
afked nothing for himfelf ; but added, that 
the meafures which had been avowed, at 
Bath, he expefted were ftill to be purfued, 
luOxdi^Chatham began with putting a pofitive 
and unqualified negative on the peerage of 
Lord Lome, Then, as to the offices, he 
faid, there were very few vacant. He had 
beftowed the Admiralty upon Sir Edward 
Hawke, and given to Mr. Jenkinfon and Sir 
Piercy Brett the two vacant feats at that 
Board, and Lord Le Defpencer was deft'med 
for the Poft office. And as to meafures, he 
obferved, he had never altered his opinion 
of the peace, it was the fame that he had 

Voju n. 3E declared 
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declared in Parliament : And with refpe£l 
^J^ to Pruffia," he was refolved to fupport and 
ibaintain the alliance with that monarch. 
From thefe anfwers, the Duke was con- 
vinced, that all thoughts of negociation were 
at an end, and next mprijing his Grace re!? 
turned to Wopburn. 
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Further arrangemtnis.—Lord Chatham regets tht 
Lofs of l^ord Temple. — Stiztd tuith the Gout ai 
Bathy and at Marlborough — Comes to Hamp^ 
Jlead. — Another Change meditated. — General 
Conway wijlm ip re^gn.'- — Lord Norihington^ 
wijhes^o refign.^-- King s Mejfagtto Lord Chat* 
ham. — Duke oj N^wcajlle is very anxious io pre'^ 
ferve the Union of the Oppofition.'^Appltcaiion 
to Lord Rockingham. — Declaration of the Dukp 

^ of Bedford^ Lord Temple and Mr. Grenville. — 
Declaration of the Duke of Newcaflle.'-^Conr 
ference at Newcaftle Houfe. — Breaks off, — /m- 
portance of tht Mifiifltr of the Houfe of Com^ 
mons. — America the True Caufc-^Second Con^ 
ference at Newcaflle Houfe. — Anecdotes of Mr. 
Loxumdss Tickets^ and of the Judges Ticjiets. — 
J^aiob of Arcofs fd^mbers. — Judge Yates tarn* 
pered with. — Lord Rockingham waits on the 
King. — Lord Holland advifes the King ^ 



w 



ITH a view to detach fome of the c h a p^ 
Duke of Bedford's friends from his %-o^<>^ 
Grace's intereft, Lord Chatthom, in ten days "s^^^^i^ 
after the preceding negociatipn was clofed, 
gave the fame peerage to the Marxjuis of 

E 2 Lorne^ 
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Lome^ which he had refufed to the requeft 
^"^^6^ of the Duke of Bedford. And at the fame 
time Mr. Nugent^ ' who was placed at the 
head of the Board of Trade, was created 
Lord Clare. But the American bufinefe, 
ufually managed and tranfafted at that 
Board, was transferred to the office of the 
Southern Secretary of State ; and the 
Board itfelf was reduced to the ftate of a 
board of reference only. As foon as Lord 
Chatham had made this alteration, and a 
few other lefl'er arrangements, he went into 

Soiperfetdiire, 

> 

4 

Although the vacant offices were filled, 

^ yet he was far from being fatisfied with the 

choice he had been obliged to make of feve- 

ral of the individuals, or with the union he 

um^a^ been obliged to accept. And he regretted, 

foft'of"*" tnore than any other circumftance, the loft 

pfei ^"' of his brother Lord Temple — becaufe he 

felt that lols more and more every day. — p 

He now felt the lofs of a repofitory of his 

confidence— the folace of his hours of af- 

iliftion. Grief, vexation, and difappoint* 

ment, preyed upon his nerves ; which, 

• though in early life, naturally ftrong, were 

^ |iow become we^k, by ^ge qnd infirmity^ 

His 
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His peerage had diminifhed his popularity, xxxnu 
A confiderable part of his miniftry^ conGft- ^'"^v^ 
ed of men who had been appointed through 
neceffity, not through choice ; and this cir- 
cuniftance being notorious to thofe whom , 
he had feietled iil the firft inftance^ infpired 
them with a fpirit of envy and ambition, to 
become the rivals of his (ituation and power* 
He was agitated by contending paffions — a 
mind fometimes vigorous^ and often de- 
preffed — his body tortured by pain^ and 
imprifoned by infirmity — ^he fell ipto a pa- 
roxyfm of the gout at Bath^ which feemed g^.^^^ 
to threaten his extinftion. . In the month of cLut «*" 
February 1767, he attempted to return to ^^ 
London, but was unable to proceed fur- 1767. 
ther than Marlborough ; where he lay un- And at 
til Marchj and then finifhed his journey* roi^hr 
He retired to a houfe he had hired at 
Hampftead; but was in fo feeble a flate he come$ t# 
could not attend to any public bufinefs* actdr 
He remained at Hampftead fome time, 
having, fold his eftate at Hayes, in Kent. 
The air of Hampftead was too fli^rp fot 
his diforder— that of Hayes he thought 
fuited him better; therefore he wiftied to 
re-poffefs his former habitation ; which be- 
ing made known to Mr, Wa/^ole^ the pur- 

E 3 . chafer, 
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xxxiu. chafer, he very politely gratified his Lofcf . 
^■^-v^^ fhip, notwithftanding he had bought the 
place for his own r^fideqce. 

Another During his abfence, Mr. Towrifkend, iri 
tee4it«tca. fome degree, affumed the reins of govern- 
^ tnent. He fuppofed Lord Chatham's ftate 
of health to be fuch as would totally, and 
for eyer, preclude his return to public bu- 
finefs. He therefore meditated the accom* 
plifhment of fome alliances, with a view of 
forming another adminiftralion for the efta* 
' bliftiment of his own power. In this pro- 
je6l he was joined by General Contoay. 
They cultivated a favourable underftanding^ 
with Lord Rockingham. Their firft obje6l 
was the removal of the Duke of Grafton ; 
but Lord Chatham arriving in the vicinity 
of Lpndon, the defign was abandoned, and 
the Duke and Mr, Townjhend became re- 
conciled*. 

During Lord Chatham^ flay at Hamp- 
ftead, the King fent frequent mfeffages to 
him, defiring him not to be concerned at 
his confinement, or abfence from public 

* They had differed upon the affairs of India. 

bufinefe; 
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bufinefs J for that he [the King] wis rei $^xnu 
folved to fupport hiirii ^^JeJ^* 

♦ " Early in the mdnth of June, Geri. General 
Conway declared to feveral of his friends, ^j^^*^"* 
that he had refolved to refign his office of 
Secretary of State ; becaufe his fituatioh 
was of late become very difagreeable to 
him, not only from having been frequently 
over-ruled in his opinions refpefting mea« 
fares ; but from his being fenfible, that he 
was afting in oppofition to his friends, and 
particularly to thofe friends with whom he 
anxioufly wiftied to be re-united • And he 
taade the fame declaration^ or fomething 
iiot very unlike it^ to the King ; but at the 
fame time faid, he would flay till a fuc- 
ceflbr was appointed. In confequence of 
this declaration, he ceafed to tranfatl any 
bufinefs of his office, and circular letters 
were fent to the ambaffadors for four weeks 
together^ fignifying that he was out of 
employmenti 

Towards thei end of June, Lord Nor- Lord Nor- 
thington declarfed to the King his refolution liSSw 

* Prom the Politkal Regiftety {with' icVeral correitiotis and : 
additions). Vol. I. page aoi, &c; 

£ 4 to 
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xxKuu '^ ^^fig^* o^ account of his ill ftatc of 
health, and real inability to attend the pub- 
lic bufinefs ; and advifed the King to fend 
for the Duke of Bedford, Lord Temple, wid 
Mr. Grenvtlte, whom he had before publicly 
declared were equal to their ojices. 

This, though an expefted event, bore no 
relation to the preceding declaration of 
Mr, Conway^ nor were the two perfons in 
the fmalleft degree connefted. 



King'* 
meilage to 
Lord 

Cl^athsm. 



A few days after the rifing of Parliament, 
which was on the fecond day of July, the 
King wrote a letter with his own hand' to 
Lord Chathavh who lay fick at Hampftead, 
acquainting him of his refolution, to make 
fome alterations in his fervants, and defiring 
his affiftance or advice. Lord Chatham re- 
* turned a verbal anfwer to this effeft, " That 
fuch was his ill ftat^e of health, that his Ma- 
jefty muft not expert from hinx any further 
advice or affiftance, in any arrangement 
whatever. • 



NcwcaWe ^^ bclng now certain, that application 
prcfei^Il^'' muft be made to fome part of the oppofi* 
iftbirop'' tion, the Duke of Newcojlle, who dreaded 
^"^""^^ ' nothing 
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ii6thing fo much as a divifion of them, and xxxin! 
therefore had for fome time - ftrongly re- 
commended a firm union among them, 
againft the fecret defigns of the Favourite, 
whom he fufpefcled would form fome new 
manteuvre to divide them. His .Grace con- 
verfed with the friends of all the leaders in 
theOppofition;' and preffed with particular 
aflxduity and' extraordinary ardour, the 
great and indifpenfible neceffity of a faith-» 
ful and fteady adherence to each other. 
He fhewed the advantages which muft refuk 
from fuch an union, and exhibited the 
wretched ,and ruined fituation into which 
any part of them muft inevitably fall, if 
they fuffer thernfelves to be feduced from 
their friends. His Grace took infinite pains 
to unite the houfes o^RvJ/clsind Wentworth; 
left, by the fecret maphinations of the Fa- 
vourite (againft whofe pernicious influence 
no admin iftration had hitherto been able to 
ftand, the moment he chofe to become their 
enemy), either of them ftiould be feduced 
upon a miftaken principle of duty; when, 
in reality, it^was a much more effe^fitial duty, 
and a matter of ftri6l juftice, to enquire 
after thei author of the public grievances, 
than to connive any longer at the prote6lion 

afforded 
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xxxirr. affoj-ded him* With .a view to the filna^ 



1767. 



accomplifliment of this union, fo extremely 
ihterefting to the welfare of the' country, 
the Lords Gower^ Weymouth and Mr. Rigby^ 
dined with his Grace at Claremont: and a 
few days afterwards (July 5, iy6y)s the 
Marquis of Rockingham, and feveral of his 
friends^ dined like wife with his Grace at the 
fame pldce. 

At this period We will leave the Oppofi- 
tion, and turn to the proceedings of the 
Cpurt* 

In confeqtience of the verbal anfwet re- 
ceived from Hampftead, the Favourite ap;^ 
plied to his former aflbciate, Lord Ilollandi 
who had fo materially affifted him in pro- 
curing an approbation of the late peace, and 
other meafures. That perfon fent him his 
advice on Sunday morning, July the fifth i 
foon after the receipt of which, the Favou- 
rite fet out for Richmond 5 and it was re- 
markable, and much taken notice of at th(^ 
time, that the King did not come to town 
that day. Whatever was the plan then 
adopted for a new arrangement of minifters 
is not exa6lly known. Certain it is> that 

that 
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that part of the Qppofition fuppofed to be xxxnu 
the leaft hoftile to the Favourite, was imme- 
diately applied to. The Duke of Grafton 
wrote a letter, by order of the Court, to Appi?cati. 
the Marquis of Rockingham, ** requefting Rocking- 
his Lordfhip's return to court, to affift in the 
prefent "critical fituation of affairs." This 
naturally brought on an interview between 
the Duke and the Marquis: when, among 
other things, his Grace faid, " That he was 
tired of his offite, and wifhed his Lordfliip 
might be his fucceflbr." Lord Rockingham / 
afked, " Whether his Grace faid this from 
his own, or the authority of an higher 
power." The Duke faid, " he could not 
anfwer that qtieilion." The conference 
broke off; but two days after was renewed ; 
when Lord Rockingham aflced the Duke, 
** Whether he was treating with the King's 
Minifler, or with the Duke of Grcifion'' — 
The Duke anfwered, " with the King's 
Minifter.** Lord Rockingham then faid, " he 
would not conclude upon any thing with- . 
out the advice and participation of his 
friends.'* 

Accordingly, on Saturday July ii, he {tt 
Out for Woobum, the feat of the Duke of 

Bedford, 
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xxxuK Bedford^ where he found Lord Albemarle^ 
^"^^5^ who. had flopped there in hi^ way to Bux^ 
ton; when the above particulars being laid 
^^^Tlhc before his Grace, he faid, " that as the 
Bcdf«a. Great Perfonage had made choice of the 
Marquis of Rockingham for his minifter, he 
fhould readily acquiefce in that nomination, 
for the fake of putting an end to parties, 
and of refloring unanimity, fo peculiarly 
wanting at this time in the management of 
the public bufinefs : but though he re- 
nounced all pretenfions to any place or emo- 
lument for himfelf, yet he did not mean that 
his friends fliould, for that reafon, be exclud** 
ed : on the contrary, he ftipulated, that they 
fhould be. confidered in the new arrange- 
pient; and upon that condition hecheerful-' 
ly offered his fupport to the adminiflration; 
and added, that if the King had . made 
choice of himfelf to treat with, he fhould 
have expefted the fame kind of renunciation 
from his Lordfhip, regarding himfelf perfon* 
ally, and his friends fhould, in like manner, 
' have been taken care of. However, his 
Grace faid, that all this was conditionally 
only, for that he and Lord Temple and Mn 
Grenville were one, and that he would not 
proceed without confulting them. — The 

in for- 
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information given concerning the plan was, 
that as to meafures, particularly American ^ 
meafures. Lord Rockivgham hoped they 
might be fettled to the joint fatisfaftion of 
the Duke of Bedford^ Lord Temple, and 
Mr. Grenville, and as to men,. Lord Rock^ 
ingham declared for a wide and comprehen- 
five fvftem. — The anfwer returned to this Drciami- 

' ' • • 1 1 rr> I 1 on of LcMrd 

communication by Lord Temple and Mr. J^^^^ 
Grenville was, that they concurred in the <^'^ciiviikj 
idea of a comprehenfive adminiftration, as 
th,e likelieft to be permanent, and that they. 
Were ready to fupport fuch an adminillra- 
tion, though out "of office (Mr. GrenvUle 
having befoje infifled, that his name Ihould 
not be mentioned for any office, having de- 
termined long-ago not to be obtruded on 
the King), provided they adopted fuch 
meafures as could fatisfy them, and par- 
ticularly the capital meafufe of afferting 
and eftablilhing the fovereignty of Great 
Britain over America; laftly. that if this 
were the cafe, though they did not mean 
to take places themfelves, they would ufc 
their beft offices with their friends to accept 
of honourable $ind becoming fit^ations in 
government^ 



It 
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xxxni. It muft not be forgot, that the Duke of 
^^"^^ Newcajlle faid precifely the fame. Thus, 
Dcciarati- thcfc fouF great and refpeftable per(bns, of 
Slikc of" acknowledged ability and great experience, 
^* agreed to facrifice themfelves in order to re- 
ftore tranquility to the public, unanimity to 
the King's councils, -and to eftablifh an able 
and permanent adminiftration, compofed of 
men of talents, judicioufly fele6led from all 
parties. Lord Rockivgham imprefied with 
this idea, and following, as he had done, in 
his conferences with the Duke of Bedford^ 
the advice and direction of his friend Lord 
Albemarle, returned to London, with full 
power to treat upon the formation of a new 
adminiftratiQn, upon a broad and comprehen-- 
Jivejyjiem. The Duke of Grafton was made 
acquainted with this, and defired to report 
it to the King, which he did on the 15th 
of July. His Majefty took two days to 
confider of it. On Friday the 17th, an 
anfwer was returned to the Duke of Grafton 
to thjs effe6l, *^ That the King adopted and 
approved of the idea of a comprehenjivi Jyf^ 
tern, and hoped it was not meant to exclude 
his friends, and thole about his per£bn, for 
the reft he entirely agreed/' 

This 
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This anfwer bejng given to Lord Rocking-* %^xiiil 
harrij his Lord (hip fent for the Duke o^Bed^ "^st^ 
ford, who came to London oq Sunday 
fiveniqg, the igthof July, » 

On Monday, July the 20th, it was agreed ^^°«J^ 
that there fhoujd be a meeting of the feveral ^^^ 
perfons in town, at Newcaftle-houfe that 
day, and accordingly there came the Dukes 
of Bedford, Newcaftle, Richmond, and Pqp't^ 
land: the Marquis of Rockingham ; the Earl 
of. Sandwich; Vifcount Weymouth; Mr, ' 
Dowdefwell, Mr, Rigby^ and Admiral 
fCeppel. 

Mr. Rigby read a letter from Mr. Gren* 
viUe, wherein that gentleman promifed his 
fipiprt to the new adminiftration, out of 
o^ce, provided the dependance and obedi- 
ence of the colonies were afferted and main- 
jLained. ^4uch altercation inftantly arofe 
upon reading this letter. The Marquis of 
Rockingham was warm: the Duke of Bed^ 
ford remarkably cool and temperate. At • 
length. Lord Sandwifh faid, f' that it was 
.needlefs to debate about that letter, for he 
was certain they all meant the lame thing; 
tlia|: their conduct refpe6ling the colonics 

inuft 
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xxxiii! rouft be regulated by the future behaviour 
of the colonies, and not by any regard or 
retrofpeti to former tranfadibns. If the 
colonies, added his' Lordfhip, are dutiful 
and loyal, there will be no occafion to exer- 
cife any extraordinary power over thenfi ; 
and if they fhould be otherwife, Ite did not 
doubt but all prefent, as well as their friends, 
would join in every proper and neceflary 
meafure to enforce obedience. This reafon- 
ing being approved of, and all uniting in 
the fame fentiment, Mr. Dozvde/well took 
up the letter, and ftruck out the two words 
qjf/erted jaiud maintained, and put mfupported 
and eftablijhed. Here all altercation upon 
this fubjetl entirely ended, Mr. Ri^hy fold- 
ed up the letter, and put it into his pocket, 
and there was not another word utterecj 
concerning it. 

They then came to the arrangement of 
men to the great offices ; the fubje^l upon 
which they met. The Marquis of -Rocking- 
ham propofed himfelf for the firft Lord of 
the Treafury ; with the powers ufually an- 
nexed to that poft, and Mr. Dowdefwell for 
his Chancellor of the Exchequer; tb- all 
which the Duke of Bedford agreed. The 

Marquis 
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Marquis nfext prppofed Mr. Conway for Se* xxxiS* 
cretary of State, and Minijler of the Houfe ^^^ 
of CoMTmrts. Td which the Duke of Bed- 
^ord faid^ " that he had for tw6 feffioiis feedi 
fufficjent proofs of Mn Conway^ inability 
in a civil capacity3 ever td agree to that prb-p 
pofal; that he thought the military was Mn 
Conway's proper Hne; that he had alwayi 
entertained a very high opiriioh of him as a 
military officer; that he had nbt the leaft 
bbjeftion td Mr. Conway s being amply pro* 
vided for on the military eftablilhment ; nay, 
to his being gratified to the utmdft of his 
wiffiesi'* 

•■•••■ » ,« ■ \ I _ , 
The Marquis of Rockinghatn faid, ^' that Cmife. 

it wais a propofal from which he tould not fcrcak«©ffi^ 

recede ; and othei: wdrds to the fame effcft. 

Upon which Mr. Rigty ^aid; " that they 

ilopt at the threftibldi and that it was need« 

lefs to gd any further irito the matter;" 

Here the conference fended.-^Njp iither 
particulars or conditions yrefe cveif toen^ 
tioned; 



In a corrupt fyftem of governmenf, th^ impctt. 
Minijler of the Hotcfe of Commons, or Mana*f^iniikct6i 
Vol, IL F ger, ©fcommi^ 
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KKKui. S^f ^ ^ ^^ foraetimes called, is tlie firft 
efficient^ minifler in the ftate. His confe- 
qiience cannot; be more clearly fliewn than 
by the abrupt conclufion of the preceding 
conference. — After fo many oppofite inte- 
refts had been reconciled, and fo many great 
facrifices had been made, to rembve indivi« 
dual jealbufies, and to eflablifh public har- 
uiony — all thefe were but a phantom — ^they 
all vaniftied in a moment— when the ap- 
pointment of this new Minifter came under 
difcuiIion« Each party wifhed to nominate 
him. They differed, and feparated upon 
that point only — ^not in a contention for 
places, but in a contention for power. 
Whofevcr is the minifter of the Houfc of 
Commons, has the power of fupporting the 
meafures of government. Lord Rocking'^ 
him wanted Mr. Ccnway, becaufe he in- 
tended to perfevere in his own fyftem^ with 
refpeft to America. The Duke of Bedford 
intended to have nominated Mr. Rigby,he» 
caufejiie intended to purfue the Codrt fyf- 
tem, which Mn Grenville had adopted^ 'of 



* A diftindlicm firft made ufe of by lord Mansfield'^hvtweem 
^iSdenf and offididU-bctween conidcntial and oftoniible. 
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idxmg Anknrica; America was therefore xxxiu. 
the true caufe of this conference breaking ""QJ?^ 
off. Subfequent events have proved, whofe America 
policy was. right* Had Lord Rockirighani tC^^^ 
been minifter, Amferica would ftill, in all 
probability, have belonged to the crown of 
Great Britain. Or had this fyftem of ap- 
pointing a minifter of the Hdufe of Cpm- 
mons beeii abandoned, that, and other im-^ 
portant benefits, would, no doubt,, have 
continued; becaufe the members \froul(i 
have been left to the free exercife of thcjir •^ 
bwn judgmerlt. • 

It is impoffibk to difmifs this point with- 
but a fliort apoftrophe on the alarming ftatd 
of Britilh deprdvity. If the adminiftratioii 
of annual bribes to thfe Meiiibeits of the Le- 
giflatutej independent of the influence of 
places/ public arid private, is become fo ne- 
teffafy, and the praftide fo niechanic^il as to 
comprife the moji eJfentioL departnunt of go- . 
Veriimerit— is it not a mkttei^ of irideliblie 
difgracfe On the nation ^ arid on the conflitu-^ 
tiori? Thefe is no fpecies df corruption to 
be found in the ancient governments that 
ecjuals it. It is a perfefl parricidfc. The 
Britilh empire has been difmembered by it; 

F a -^fd 
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XXXI n! "^^^ fatally true is that maxim of Lord 
^^I^ Burleighj " that England can never be un-^ 
done but by her Parliament^ P 

Ndtwith- 



* Of' the niany t ACiXS which might be dated, tJic following; 
may ferve for a fpccimen : 

Towards the end of the feflion, the Secretary of the Trcaiiiry, 
^^r. Bradjiaujt one day accofls Mr. Louundes (Member foz' 
Bucks) with, Sir, y9u bawe (uoiid tuitb us ail the nuintfr^ fome 
tourn is ufuailj exfe&ed ufon theft •ccqfipns ; and as ive dre 
much obliged to you for your confiant fufport^ if y^u cbufe to accept 
of tm)o bundt^ed Lottery Tickets, at Ten Founds each, tbey are at 
your fefuice. Mr. Lowndes bowed, exprelTed his frcat fnendOHp 
for the Secretary, and accepted of the ofibr ; kdding only. That 
as the feffion was juft u))on the clofe, he (houfd, as ibon as it wa^ 
finiihed, go into the country upon his private affairs ; and begged 
ibt tickets might be' fent to fuCh a one, his banker; which the 
Secretary having promifed to comply with, they parted. Mr, 
Loiundes went to Winflow. The tickets were delivered : none, 
however, were fent to Mr. Lo'wndes^s banker. The reafon of 
which was, they had been diftributed among that part of the 
Common Council who voted againft* the Livery Raving the ufe ot 
6uild(iall. Mr. LoibndeSf lieanng nothing o# the tic&ets, wrote 
to hisbanker, who returned for anfwer, that he had not received 
not heard of, any tickets. Mr. LoTxindes uext wrote to Mr. 
Mradjbato, who in his anfwei*, ♦♦begged a" tlioufahd i[)ardons ; 
diat the matter had quite flipped his memory; that the tickets 
were all difpofcd of, except five and-twenty, which were at his 
fervicc.*' Mr* Lonvndes meanly accepted of the twenty-five*, and 
they were fent to his banker* s.-*-3y thcfe tickets he probably 
cleared about one hundred pound^^ Such, was his douceur for 
voting one feflion with the Duke of Grafton. 

In a late Parliament; the Nabob^ of Arcot harf ninte members' lA. 
his in,tereft— Might not any European prince h<ive twice thisit ntim- 
ber by the fame means > — Do not tfiefe fafts fpeak ftronger thaa 
a thoufand argimieiUs, the neceflity of a PaiTiamcttt'aryKeform ? 

Bu«; 
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Notwithftanding the conference ended in 
the maQQer (hat has bten already related, '"^^ 



the 



But it IS further remaric|rt)le, and in the bread pf every iioncft 
man it muft be matter of fincere lamentation, that douceurs have' 
been given even to the Judges,. — Sir Richard Aftcn, in particiijar^ 
wasfeen felling his tickets in 'Chai>ge Alley j an4 ^hen the faft 
was mentioned to him at the Old Bailey at dinner, he confeflled it^* 
and fsddy he had as good a right to fell Jiis tickets a$ Mr. JuUc^ 
Villeif or any body rffe,—rls not this cirpumftance a full anfwer' 
to all the encomiums on the independence of the Judges ? 

But what Mr. Alderman James Totunfind {zi^ in the Houfe of 
pomiQQnSi oil the.fixthdj^y of Deceni))er 1770, is, if poHible^ 
of more importance than the preceding. " I am afraid,*' ht 
faid, " that there is too great a vicinity between Weftminfter«hali 
and St. James's. I fufpeS, and the people fufpeQ, tjiat thcii' 
corrcfpondence is too plbfe an4 intiinat;e. But why do I fay it is 
fuf pelted ? It is a kpown avowed fat^. A late J dge, equally re- 
markable for his knowledge and integrity, was tampered wit^ by 
^miniftratiyu. Ije w^s folicited to f^^vour the Cfpwn in certain 
trials, which were then depending bet\\een the Crown and the 
fubjeft. I hear fome gentlemen defiring me to name the Judge : 
but there is no neceiEty for it. (Sir Jofepb Yaies tvas the Judge 
pieant,) The fa£l is known tp feveral members of this Houfe i 
and if I do not fjpeak tnith, let il>ofe who can, cpntradid me'. 
I call upon them to rife, that the public may nqt be abufed — but 
all are filent, and can as little invalidate what I have faid, as what 
I am going to fay. This great, this honeit Judge,' being thus 
folicited in vain, what was now to be done? What was the Itift 
lefource of baiBed injuftice ? that was \earned from a (hort con« 
verfatioi) which gaiTed between h.m and (ome friends, a little be- 
fore his death* The la(l and pioii powerful engine was' applied* 
A letter was fent him duedly from a Great t'erfonage : bu^ as 
)ie fufpeQed it to contain fomething diihonoitrabie, he fent it back 
unopened. He could not die in peace 'till he had difiplofed thi< 
^neof inic^uityT' 
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xxxiiu ^^ E^rf ^f Sandmck having occafion to 



^ make a vifit to the Duke of Newcaflle^ his 
Lor4fliip went next morning (Tuefday, 
July 2l), when the Duke took an oppor? 
tunity of refuming the fubjeft of the pre- 
ceding conference : " He eameftly conjured 
his Lprdfhip to exert his abilities, and emV 
ploy all his good offices in endeavouring to 
reconcile the parties who had differed ; he 
urged again, and again, the neceffity of their 
agreeing upon this important occafion: he 
trembled for the mifchiefs and dangers which 
inuft arife ffpm a divifion of their ftrength 
j^nd intereft ; and concluded with repeatedly 
fupplicating in the flrongeft tierms, that they 
might be brought together again at his houfe 
that evening." Lord Sandwick waited or\ 
the Duke o^ Bedford ; and j:he Duke of Nem* 
cajile went himfelf to the Marquis of Rock^ 
ingham. Accordingly' the following fivq 



And in ^pamphlet, publifhedby Robert Mom5,Efg. of Lincoln '$ 
Inn, entitled, A Letter to Sir Richar4 Afion^ ve thefc words, 
f « Whilft the offence of libelling is treated as the moft dangerous, 
hatedil, and flagitious, the King is cohfuUed upon the rewngt 
which he ^opld chiifc to take upon his adnionilbers ; i<yc ii was 
Kianifeft, from Mr. Juftice AfiofCz Speech, upon the cafe of one 
©f the publifliers cf Junius*s Letters, IPro/ecution tf Mr. ^.Tj 
that his Majefty wai not quite out of the fccret of r to prolecu^ 
tif^."^ f0ge l^. 
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met at NQwcaftlie'haure that eveoiftg^ viz. xxxtrrt 
the Dukes of Bedford apd J^ewcqftle, the ^ ■ V^ ' 
Marquis of Rockingham, Mr. Dowdefzoell^ ^^^^ 
and Wtr. Rigby^^ When the Ma^q^is. infift- ^'SiewSS 
ing OH the J)roporal he had before r^iade, ^i»-»»«*f^^ 
refpeding Mr. Conway, and declarii^ that^' 
he would not agree to any arrangement in 
which Mr. Conway was not included in 
that capacity; and the Duke of Bedford^ 
refuting to agree to it, the confereope fi^^ly 
broke off. 

Next day, Wednefday, the Marquis of ^^{^^^^ 
Rockmgham waited on the King ^t St. i^^^ing. 
James's, and refpeftfully acquainted his Ma» 
jefty, that he had met his frien(;|s^ who had 
agreed to his propofal of his being firft Lord 
of the Treafury; but that they had differed 
in providing for Mr. Conway^ and that 
in confequence of that difference, he had 
no plan of adminiilration to lay before 
him. The King thanked his Lordfhip for 
the pains he had taken, and the regard he 
had (hewn for his fervice ; but added, that • 
he never knew the Treafury was intended Jor 
his Lordfhip*, \, 

* The moment the Marquis of Rockingham came out of the 
Kin||*l dalj^t^ lUird HMund was uniBfidiately introduced to hit 
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jfxxHK From the conclufion of this afi(Wer it i^ 
clear, that cither the Marquis of Rocking^ 
ham greatly miftook the Duke of Grafton 
in the conferences he had with his Grace ; 
or that his Grace was pot fnfficiently expli-r 
cit iahis converfatious with the Marquis. 



The Marquis of Rockingham waited on 
the Duke of Bedford (Thurfday July 23), 
and cxprefTed his defire that no difference 
might arife between them on account of 
what had paffed, but that they might 



Majefly \ with whom he continued for fome time.-*«^In Loi4 
^a/i^'s pamphlet fSeafonahU Hintf^ edit. 1761, ^. 37), ot which 
Mr, Burke fays, ( Thoughts on D'lfcontentSf edit, i770» ^' *3)» 
« there firft appeared the idea of fepa rating the Court from the 
adroinlilration,*' — ^is the following paragnjph:-- 

«< Though the wings of prerogative have been dipt, the influ- 
ence of the Crown is greater than ever it was in any period of 
bur hiftory. For, when we con(ider in hpw jnany |}proughs thp 
Government has the voters at its command ; when we confider 
the extenfive influence of the money corporations, fubfcription 
jobbers, and contra^ors ; the endlefs dependence created by the 
obligi^tions conferr^ pn t^e b^lk of the gentlemens' families 
throughout the kingdom, who have relations preferred, in our 
navy, and numi^roiis (landing army: when, I fay, we confider 
how wide, bow finding a dep^n4epce on the Crovyn is created by 
. die above particulars ; and the great, the enormous weight and 
influence which the Crown derives from this extenfive dependence 
upon its favours and power ; any lord in iv/thing, any hrd 0^ t^ 
ted'Cbamber, any man, may be appointed Minijler,** 

A do6trine to this ^ffe£t was the advice which Lord HMani 
gave his Majeily, 

, pntinuc 
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continue in the fame iinion J^n4 fflendfliip ^^^i^-j 
^s before. 

On Friday July 24, Mr. Conway attempt* 
cd.tQ renew the negociation with the Mar- 
quis; of Rockingham, feparately ; \}\xt the 
Marquis refijfeci tQ Ipaye his friends. 

All negociation being now at an end, the 
leading perfons in adminiftration met to 
ponfider on what (hould be their future 
pnduct. They all agreed to remain in 
fl^efr piac.cs. 



CHAP, 
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CHAP. XXXIV. 

Mr. Toivnjhend refohes to be Minifier-^Diei—Lori 
North appointed — Lord Chatham goes ifUoSomer^ 
fetjhire — The Bedford Ititerejl join the Miwjhy 
'^Duke of Beijoris Apology to Mr. Grenville, 
and Mr. Grenvilles Ar^wer^^Lord Chatham re- 
turns to HayeS'^French purehaje CorJica^^Di^i'- 
rence between the Duke of Bedford and Lord 
Shelburne-^Lord Rochford refigns—Lord SheU 
Ifurne rrfigns-^Fine Diamond Ring prefented to 
his Maje/ty-^Lord Rochford made Secretary of 
State^ with the Reafons — Lord Chatham refi^ns^^ 
Lord Bute goes abroad^^Lord Town/hend conti- 
ftiifd, in Ireland* 



« H A P. -m yrR. TOWNSHEND obferving, that 

*— v-^ JlVX no notice had been taken of him m 

the preceduig negociations for a change of 

Mr Town- ••/! rii r t- 

foivctt'^b ^^'^^"^^^^j reiolved to relent this contempt, 
Mioiiicr, ^ith which he had been treated. Admi- 
niftration had been for fome time without 
a leader, and was ftill confidered to be in 
want of one. Lord Chatham was thought 
to be irrecoverable. This fituation feemcd 
to afford him an Opportunity for the un* 
controuled exercife of his talents, He dc^ 

. terminer 
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termined to embrace it. Therefore he in- xxxiv,^ 



j^arringtpii 



ftantly joined the Court, with the mqft full ^*^ 
and explicit declaration of fincerity *• His 
alliance was favourably received; and he 
gave a proof of his power, by creating his 
lady an EngUfh Peerefs, with the remainder 
to his fon, Had he lived, he would have 
been firflLord' of the Treafury before the 
enfuing feflfion of Parliament; . and Mr. 
Yarke was to have been his Chancel Ion His 
death, which happened early in the month 
pf September, threw both the Court and the 
Miniftry into frefli difficulties. Every effort 
ha^een made to form a newadminiftration 
in vain. Every party had been folicited, 
individuals feparately, and connections joint- 
ly, without fuccefs. But there was one part 
pf the Royal 'Family that had not publicly 
appeared in any of thefe negociations; this 
V9S( the Princefs of WM^^» 

Mr. TiivmJhen(P$ place of Chancellor pf 
the Exchequer was offered to feveral Gen- 
tlemen, who refufed to accept of it. At 
Jpngth it >^a§ thought of giving it to Lord 



t He brought in the bill lajdi^ a duty upon tea in America* 
(Sec Appendix W.J ' j 
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^xxiv! Barrington, pro tempore. Lord Mansfield 



g attempted to open a negociatidn with the 
Duke of Bedford. Buthis,Gracerefufedto 
enter into any feparate treaty. Lord North, 
ivho, during Mr. Grenviile's adminiftration, 
had been entrufted with ail the motions 
againft Mr. Wilkes, was defired to fucceed 
Mr. Jownfhend, but he declined' it. The 
Princefs oj Wales went to the King. His 
Lordfhip wa.^ again entreated — he took time 
ffj^>nu4 to confider of it — he confjihed his father.— 
After hefitating three weeks, he yielded. 
The Princejs\ influence prevailed. Mr. 
Tkomas Towvjliend, now Lord Sydney ,^q* 
ceeded Lord North at the Pay- office, and 
Mn Jenkinfon, now Lord Liverpool, fuc^ 
peeded Mr. TownJUfend at the Trcafury, 

In making this arrangement, no commu^t 
nication was had with Lord Chatf^am, by 
either the Court, or the Mmillry. As foon 
lA. Chit- w his health permitted, he retired into S07 
I'oSomcr- merfctftiire. His departure from the vicii^ 
nity of the metropolis, though he had not 
been copfulted in any bufinefs whatever^ 
was confidered by the Minjftry as a kind of 
dereliflion of public bufinefs. Howeveri 
he continued to hold the Privy Seal, 
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The Duke otGrafton^ who fometime ago xxxlvl* 
wiflicd to refign, on account of Lord Chat- ^^^"TT* 
Aaw's infirmity *, now changed his opinion ; 
but Lord Northington and General Conzoay 
ftill expreffing their defire to refign, hi^ 
Grace refolved to try the friends of the Duke 
of Bedford once more. If they had refufed, 
he muft have refigned, and a new adminifira* 
tion muft have been formed. But the per- ^^^^^^^ 
fons to whom his Grace made his offers, f^^^\^^ 
could not withftaiid the temptation any ^^''"^nr- 
longer; they feparated from their friends 
and allies ; thereby preventing the appoint- 
ment of an able and powerful adminiflration^ 
and^argained to fupport the prefent, which 
feemed to confift of the remnants ^nd re- 
fufe of all parties. Lord Gowdr was made 
Lord Prefident; in the room of Lord North* 
ington / Lord Weymouth^ Secretary of State, 
in the room of Mr. Conway; Mr. Rigby, 
Vice-Treafurer of Ireland, in the room of 
Mr. OJioald, who had a large penfion and a ' 
lucrative reverfion. Lord Hillfiorovgh was^ 

* Lord Mrijiol gave xht faftie reafon for refign! ng the Lieiite- 
tfincy of Ireland at the end of July, " That he had no hope of 
having the advice, dire6llon. and affiftance- of Lord Gtafbam,^ 
Upon which Lord Toyunfiend was appointed^ 

mad^ 
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xxxlv!' ^^^^ Secretary of State for America*. Lord 
^-TT^ *S nflfrmcA, made Poft-mafter, &c. While the ^ 

negociation for thefe (Changes was under coiP» 

fideration, the Duke of Bedford faid to Mr. 

Grenville, * That he hoped it would not h6 
fo?d«^ c6nlidered as a breach of good faith, if his 
^*^' friends thought themfelves at liberty to ac* 

cept of any offers which might be inade td 

them of public employments/ 

/ 

\ 

Mt.Grcn. Mr. Grenville replied^ ^* That tie left to 

fwcn his Grace's own judgment, whether, fetthig 

every private compaft and agreement afidcj 

the acceflion of his friends to the prefcnt 

* The Ci^stioti of this new ofllicey aiid the thaniAer of th^ 
lioble Lord who was appointed to it, were fuch firong marks of 
the dedgnSy the plan, and the refohition taken, with refpe£l to tht 
-Colonies, that ati alarm inftantly went fohii amongft thetii. No* 
thing Could more deafly Hgnify, that the Court were preparing 
to make them the obje^s of ibme extiaordinary meafure — ^(ince 
unotber Secretary of State, with a compleat e(labli(ti;nent of 
office, had been appointed ftparately 9fA diftinC^ly, for this d4^- 
part men t — at a time of great inconvenience to his Majefty— wheii 
the Civil Lift was deeply in ariear. His Lordfiiip's firft impor* 
tant adt of office^ Was fending Lord Botteioun^ Governor of Vir^ 
ginia ; and his apology for it waS| That the n^ttunatli^ iawafroih 
m higher authority* 

*Lord Chefterfield fays in his Letters, that Lord Butt was back* 
iraids and forwards at this time«-&rom Luton to London. 

Miniilr/^ 
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Miniftiy, was rsot a breach of good faith to xxAst 



themielves^ and to the ptiblic ?'* 

Before thcfe negociations were concluded, i^Sim 
Lord Chatham returned from Soraerfetfhirc J^"™** 
to his old feat, at Hayes, in Kent ; but fo 
exceedingly ill and infirm, he was quite un* 
able to tranfa6l any buiinefs. Early in the 
month of February 1768, the Privy Seal *^^ 
being officially neceffary, was put into com- 
miflion for a few weeks, but in the month 
of March it was re-delivered to him. The 
Duke of GraftorCy who had been to him the 
moft obfequious of men, and was now pro- 
cee4ing at the helm without that pilot# 
whom he lately deemed indifpenfable, did 
not venture to turn him out, though Lord 
Brifiol, and Lord Egmont were candidates ^ 
for his place. 

Parliament met on the 24th of November 
1767, and was diflplved on the 12th of 
March 1768. Lord Chatham did not attend 
during the feffion. 

A few weeks before the dijDTolution of 
Parliament, Mn Wilkes returned again to 
Etgland^ and at the general eleflion was 

eleftcd 
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XX xlv: ^I^^d Member for the county of Middle^ 
^■^J2^ fex. All the circumilances: of which have 
been Amply related in feveral publications* 

Frrnch Duriitg thfc laft ycar, the French Cotiit 
£i'rikJ purchafed of the Genoefcj theclatm of thait 
re: ublic to the ifland of Corfica; And this 
year a French army landed on the ifland to* 
take pofl'effion of it. This wats an unpre«^ 
cedented kind of pufchafc. The French 
might, with the fame propriety, have pur- 
chafed the Spanifti claim to the Netherlands^ 
or Jamaica. This addition to thd French 
monarchy, alarmed the courts of London 
and Turin. Mr. George Piti^ (afterwards 
Lord Rivers), the Britifli Mihifter at Turin, 
having refigned at the general eleftion, on 
the ptomife of a peerage, the Ministry were 
divided on the appointment of a fucceflbr. 
• Lord Lan/doxjon^ then Lord Shelburne, was 
?et^!^*^'' for Lord Tankerville*, and the, Duke of 
'^f^t^ Bedford for Sir W. Lynch, The latter was 
tdf shd. appointed. But this was not the only io- 
ftance in which the Secretary of State had 

tlvpt«ords * His Lordihip was one of the iive Lords who voted againft the 
of Ame- American Declaratory- Bill in 1766. TIjc other four wefe the 
tica. Lords Comwallis*, Torrington, Shelburne» and Camden. 

* tor tfai« vote Lord Chttham made Dr, Cornwallis Archbfihop ef 
Canterbury. 

been 
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fcneeh over-ruled, in the affair of*Corfica. xxxiv.*- 
He confidercd the acceffion of Gorfi'ca td ^"TJST* 
France, ah ol)je6l <)f importance to Great-' 
BritSnt; and being deeply impreffed with 
this opfflk^, he inftrufled Lord Rochjord, 
the Bntifti Minifter at thej Friench Court, to * 

rembnfttate ftrbngly agaihft this acquifition 
to France. The French Minifter treated 
the Jrehidnftranfce.with contemJ)t. The faft 
iy, he ^kttew the fentiments of the Britifh 
Gourt better than the Britifh Miniften Iri 
ia fhort time, Lord RocHJord foiind thiat his 
inftrtiftibhs were difavOwed by his ovm 
(court. Upon recfeiving this information^ he Ld.Roch* 
refigned his difplomatic charaAer, and re- fig'^"' 
lui-ned to London. The Secretary of State . . /^ 
how : difcovering; the dupe he had been 
in^de, ahd the deceptions "which had been Ld.shci- . 
praSifed upon htm, refigned alfo*; When fignsi 

• But Sir y^bn Macfbfr/(m,\n his memorial [^ri«/^^ in the 
anjhjoe'r ta the letter frtim Mabomef Ali Chan. AppendiJIt, page' 
xii.] fkysy. ^* the F^arl ofS'heUurne was difmifletl at the inft/gaihn 
bf the Duke of Vra/ton.*' We le»rn alfo from .this memorial^ 
That his Majedy was gracioufly pleafed to receive from the Na^ 
bdb of Arc^^ wliofe forts aft garrifoheSd by dur troopis, ^lld whofft - 
army is p ommaiVded by bur oiB<;^i's, ^fine diam'ifnd ringf through 
the hands of Governor Palk. ' The world is not ignorant of many 
Other magnift(ient prefents froih the Baft. Btit a^ the Governor 
Wfts Oftee *n) . holy orders^ the ceremony of kivefting the royat 
jBgger with this mj^ftic fign of alliance^ may be copiidered «s (bme. 
thing divme. 

VoL.IIi G the 
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xx/i^' ^M^^^ ^f Tiiriij faw that thic Briti(bnbK 

**^>^ njet were indHferent ta the aggrandizement 

o/ FrancCj the Kiog of Sardinia iimnediatelyr 

attached himfelf to the houfe of Bourbon. 

Uppn the refignation of Lord Ltmfioxmi^ 

w^ie Lo^d I^chford was made Secretary, of 

^S S^ate, in the month of 06lober 1768. But 

to relieve, the, French Minifter from the in* 

delicacy^ of correfponding with a pcrfon 

t^ofe veracity lie had difputed. Lord Wey^ 

nouthi now Lprd, Batk^ w^s removed from 

tbCi Northern^ and pl^qed ia the Southern 

Departmient^ a^d Lord Rachford was made - 

futcceffor %o Lord Wcymoutk. 

H^^^ Lord Rifchford \9^% m^de Secretary of 
State, through foar, not through friendfliip- 
The ehieis of the interior Cabinet dreaded 
hk laying open the fceiie of negoeiation at 
Paris. If he had laid this information be- 
fore ParTiamen^,, the whole mjiehinqry . of 
the minillry muiihave fallen to pieces*. Thc^ 
fyftem of a Double-Cabinet muft have. be- 
came fo appareat tQ the whole n*ttpp,,ai\rf: 
the hypocrify of the Court fo perfeftly un« 

veiled^: tl^at, it rmay be prefumed,. from, the , 
ordinary feelings of mankind ^to repeated/ 
iofults and indignities^ that no man of ;the. 



r 

fmSdteft rpatk of, 'hokiour, who T^ai ttot SJx^,ft 
leagued with thi6 Court, as party in fbttie crU '■jJ^T' 
minal tlrarrfaaioni ot dee'ply (Jiitreflea fol^ , 
the n^ans off fubfiftencei would cbritinufe 
one momictti to Uphold; br cbniiive at, ft 
fyfterii, that hadF6rits objefts, the debafel 
ment oF thii'Eiiglifll nobility i theexlenfi'on 
bf the powtr t)f thfe Crbwn, and the hutiii^ 
liatioh oF the pride of the jiatiort.-^-^-^But 
Lord ****** wtthtfed ahblhijir place, and 
upon condititJrt of his^ filence, he "waS gi^tii 
fied. Thus the French got Cbrfica. Whai 
Ihey gave for it, the prudence bf the par- 
tie's faals hitherto cond^led^* 
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* On thcSrft bf Aiigufe 176^, )[tWe inniverfaiy of tKc Hanb^e- 13. ttute 
rianYocceffionJ Lord Bi^e, fct out for the Bareges iii the South of gj^^* 
^rancft. \ti the * fucceeAing iVintef , ' a Violent difpiite arihng* be- 
bv^eii Lord fvwiifbihd^\jQr6, Lieutenant "of Ireland, and feveral 
of- the great Lords ot thai kingdom, the niiniftry conteived it 
neceflary to chan^ t^e LbVxl Lieutenant; but they could hot 
agree in the choife of i fucc^or, ^Thc Diike of Btdford was for . 
Lord Satid^rcbf iind thie PuV^e qf* Grafim for Lord flarcourt. 
The difagrecm'ent bccafionisfd the return of Lord Bute, in the ^ 
aufiimA oftheyear 1769^^ "He fettled the difference betwei^n thefe 
Dukes, by not ftttspthg the VcicomineridAtion of eithtir; but con- ^^ fowiii 
tinuing Lotd T^^wnjlend^ who had been appointed und^rhisown )kend c6i 
inlluence. Their Graces fufcimhted to his cohtroUl:^ahd then ^«. jj^^^^ 
returned to thc'Contment. This 'accounts for Lord ^xuii/I^^ik^ 
(layiAg in Ireland four years^ being the time of the ufual refidence 
of tm> Lord lieutenants. 

G 2 Lord 



COQpt 






$^ ANECDOTES AND SKBCHE^ 

5xxiv. hoxd^haiham had for fome time enter-* 
tained thoughts of refigning. ' This, event 
decided him. • The appointment of Lord 

^^^' mil/borough. Secretary of State for the Co- 
lonies, was fuch an outrage of his American 
fyftem (fee appendix X.) and the atchieve- 
ment^of Coi:fica, by France, was fuch ah 
abandbnnient of his European policy, that 
they were the principal caufes of his rd- 
iignation. He did not go to Court when he 
refigned, but fent the Privy Seal by Lord 
Camden. 

This was the lad place he held under the 
Crown. 

His refignation was an event that had 
been long expefted, and therefore it occa- 
fioned no furprife to the public, nor diftrels 
to the minifiry. The Duke of Grafton 
having completed his alliance with the Bed^ 
Jord inter ^3 efteerned himfelf fully ade- ' 
quate to, all the difficulties and burthens of 
the ftate. Lord Camden attached himfelf to 
his Grace^ and continued in office. 
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CHAP. XXXV. 

Reconciliation between Lord Chatham and Lordr 
Temple, — Dijlradion of the Country. — Lord 
Chdihain*s Speech on the Addrefs at the beginning 
^of the year I'jno. 

k 

T ORD CHATHAM had unceafingly la- c h a p. 
■ a / XXXV. 



-*-^ minted his difference with Lord Tem^ 
pie, from the time it happened ; and being 
now emancipated from the connexions of 
office, and even from the fufpicion of a con- 
nexion with the Court, he fought the friend- 
fliip of his brother with anxiety and fin- 
cerity. On this occafion he made Mr. CaU 
craft his confidant. He confefled to him, 
ttiat almoft every body elfe had betrayed 
him-^his brother, he faid, had indeed 
abufed fiim ; but it was in the warmth of 
his temper, and in the opennefs of his na- 
ture, which was fuperior to all hypocrify, 
or concealnient of difapprobation. Mr. 
Calcraft approved hihifelf a cordial and af- 
fiduous mediator. He accomplifhed their i-d. xem. 

. pie and 

reconciliation : they had no more differences J-**- chau 

-. ■ • - ham rc- 

atterwards ; and they were, if poflible, more w^ciicd. 

G 3 affcftionately 
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ocxxv^ afFeflionately unite4 than ever they had 
Vjj^ been. Mr. Grenville perfptlly acceded to 
the union. 

* 

t 

Parliament met on the eighth of NpvcmT 
ber. A great part of the feffion w?^s occur 
pied by the feveral expulfions of Mr. Wilkes, 
and queftions concerning thp ^liddlefex 
^ledion. Lord Chatham did not attend durr 
ing the feffion. Heft ftnfl retirqmept he 
found were the.bf:ft prefervatiyes againil Xhe 
return pf his difordpr. But to hi$ friends 
he declared, in the firongeft terms, his tho- 
rough dpteftation ot thpfe n^eafures. Peti- 

Siri of the *^iP"^ fro^" ieyeral counties, cities, and large 
^"^^'^.^ towns, weie prpfented to the King, aga^nft 
them, but without any eifefcL The deareft 
rights pf the people were facrificed to per- 
fonal refentment. The corruption of Par- 
liament is become a grievanpe of the firft 
magnitude. When the Cou|*t can com- 
mand the Legiflature, tjhe Conftitution is at 

an end. The cafe of the Middlefex elec- 

' . . . . -, • . ."•'..• • 

tion, is an indifputable evidence of this me- 
lancholy truth. ^ 

« 

The feffion clpfed on tl.^ njnth pf May, 
1769. 

The 
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The refpite which Lord Ckatkdm^^v^ x^xy 
himfelf from all kinds ofbufinefs, and the ^^J)^ 
happinefs he enjoyed in the reconciliafidti 
of his relations, fo targely contributed' to 
the reftoration of his toeahh, that, o& the 
approach of the foUowitig feflidh, he found 
himfelf ai)le to attend the iabours t>f Parlia- 
]»ent« 

The h^^t fetoon Vas opetfed 6n the ninth 
day of Janirary, 177a ^e difcontents i??©* 
which pervaded the Whole nation, ftimulated 
him to the moft vigorous eScerlioh of his 
Calents. lie confidered thfe'cOndu^l of the 
Houfe of Commons, oft all the queflions 
coilceniing thfe Middlefex eleClioh, as wholly 
uftconftituttonial^ Hte attended on the firft 
d^y. His fpefeches on that day have for- 
tunately met with- a better fate tban many 
of his former fpeeehes ; for they were ac- 
ciirateiy taken by a geritlfeman of ftrdiig 
memory, nbw a member of the Houfe of 
Commons, 2tnd &Ohi his iiQtes they gijre here 




Tht tootibn for an Additfs was made by 
the Duke of Antajier, and feconded by 

Lord DwnimOTt. 

G 4 \^ Earl 
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^xxv^ ' ^^ Earl o^ Chatham^ after fomc compH- 

^^"^^ nipnt iq the Duke of Ancajler^ took notice 

^^^ how happy it would have made him to 

Slfc'hon' ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^ concur with the noble 
Vxth' Duke in every part of an Addrefs, which 
was meai>t as a mark of refpefl: and duty 
* to the Crown — profeffed perfonal obliga- 
tions to the King, and veneration for him ; 
that, though he might differ from the noble 
Duke in fo^m of expreifing his duty to the; 
^ro\yn, he hoped he fhould give his Majefty 
• a more fubflantial proof of his attachment 
than if he agreed with tlje mqtiqn. Tfhat, 
at his time of life, and loaded as he was 
with infirmities, he might, perhaps, have, 
flood excufed if he had continued in hi$ re- 
tirement, and never taken part again in 
public affairs. Bu^ that the alarming 
ftate of the nation called upon him, forced 
him to come forward once niore, and to 
execute that duty which he owed to 
God, to his fovereign, and to his coun- 
try ; that he was determined to per- 
form it, even at the hazard of his hfe. 
Th^t there never was a period whiqh 
caTed more forcibly than the prefeut, for 
the (eiiou>» attention and confideration of 
that houie ; that as they were the grand 
... hereditary 
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|ie?editary Gounfellors of the Crown, it xxxv' 
was particularly their duty^ at a crifis of ^"-^•"^^^^ 
fuch importance and danger, to. lay before 
their Sovereign the true ftate and condition 
of his fubjeils, the difcontent which uni- 
verfally prevailed amongft them, the diP. 
treffe? under which they laboured, the in- 
juries they complained of, and the true 
caufes of this unhappy ftate of affairs. 

" That he had heard with great concent 
of the diflemper among the cattle, and was 
\'ery ready to give his approbation to thofe 
prudent meafures which the Council, had 
taken for putting a flop to fo dreadful a 
cplaniity. TJiat he was fatisfied there was 
a power in fome degree arbitrary, with 
which the' Conflitution trufled the Crown, 
to be made qfe of under correftion of the 
Legiflature, and at the hazard of* the Mi-^ 
nifter, upon any fudden emergency, or un* 
fofefeen calamity, whigh might threaten the 
welfare of the people, or the fifety of the 
»flate. • That on this principle he had hira- 
fdf adyifed a meafure, which he knew was 
not ftri6lly legal ; but he hg^d recommended 
it as a meafuye of neceflity, to. fave a ftarv- 

ine 
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^xv.' ^S P^<>p'^ from famine, and had fubmitte4 
to the judgment of his country. 



»r7o. 



*^ That he wks extremely glad to hear 
what he owned he did not beliere when he 
came. into the Houfe, that the King had rea- 
fbn tO'e:j^pett that his endeavours to fecure 
tlie^ peace of this country would fee fucccfs^ 
ful, for that certainly a peace was wver fb 
neceffary as at a time when we were torn to 
pieces by diviiions and <liftraftions in every 
paxt of his M^efty's dohiinions. Xhat he 
had always confidered the late peace, how- 
ever ne<^flary in the then exhaufted condi* 
tion of diis country, as by no means equal 
in -point of advantsrge to what he fa^d a 
right to CKpeft from the fuccefles of the 
war, and from tl>e ftiil more e^hauftcd con- 
dition of our enemies. That having de- 
ferted our allies, we were left without alli- 
ances, and during a peace of feven years, 
had been every moment on the verge of 
a war : that, on the contrary, France had 
attentively cultivated her allies, particularly 
Spain, by every raatk of cordiality and re- 
fpc6h That if a war was unavoidable, we 
muii enter into it without a fingle ally, 

while 
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?*rhile the whole Houfe qf Bourbon was ^ftyf 
jinited within itfelf, and [fupported by the ^^^ 
jclpfeft ^ounexjQns with,tbe>pi;inqipalpowws 
in Europe. Th^t the tiituatioii of tOur 
foreign afFair$ \^^s undouhtedly a^ma^er of 
inonnent, and .highly worthy their X.ordfhip$' 
conii deration ;^ but thftt he dei;lared with 
grief, there were .crthejr matters iftill more 
important^ and .wovfi urgently demanding 
their attention. He meant the 4iftx:a,6lion3 
find diviCons which prevailed^n every pjr^ 
of tlv5 erapir^fe. H^ lame;itedftheiunhappy 
jneafure which had divide^ the xoloftie? 
from the mother country, ^jud which bp 
£qared had drawn them intoexpeffes which 
he could not jullify. |ie owned his natural 
partiality tq America^ and was ^ndined to 
make allowance even for thofe excefles. 
That they ought to he treated with tender- 
nefs ; for ip his fenfe they ycre eju^Uitiom 
qf liberty, which bfojke out upon thp jkin^ 
and werp a fign^ if not of perf(e6l health, a^ 
ie^ll of vigorous qonftitution, and muft japjt , 
be driven in too fuddenly, left they ihould 
ftrike to the he^rt. He profefled bimfeif 
pntirely ignorant pf tne prefent ftste pf 
^n^erica, ti^refore fhouid be CAUtious of 
gW.iog |n^ opinipp ^f t^ iJiC4%rP5 fit to b^, 
'--■''' purfued 
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xxxv!'' p^^^rued with refpe61 to that country. That 
it was a maxim, he had obferved through 
life, when he had loft way, to ftop fhort, left 
by proceeding without knowledge, and ad- 
vancing (as he feared a noble Duke had 
Bone) from one falfe ftep to another, he 
fhoiild wind himfelf intoan inextricable la- 
byrinth, and never be able to recover the 
right road again. That as the Houfe had 
yet no materials before them, by which they 
might judge of the proceedings of the colo- 
nies, he ftrongly pbjefcied to their pafFing 
that heavy cenfure upon them, which was 
conveyed in the word wiwarrantable, .con- 
tained in the propofed addrefs. That it 
was pafling a fentence without hearing the 
the caufe, or being acquainted \vith fa6ts, 
and might expofe the proceedings of the 
Houfe to be received abroad with indif- 
ference or difrefpeft. That if unwarrant^ 
able meant any thing, it muft mean illegal ; 
and how could their Lordfhips decide that 
proceedings, which had not been Rated to 
them in any fhape, were contrary to law? 
That what he had Ijeard of the combina- 
tions in America, and of their fuccefs in 
fuppiyir:g themfdves with goods of their 
own manufa£lure^ had indeed alarmed him 

much 
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much for: the commercial interefts of the ^xxxv. 



mother coitntry ; but he could not conceive ^^^^ 
in what fenfe they couljd be called illegal; 
much lefs how a declaration of that Houfe 
could remove the evil. That they were 
dangerous indeed, and' he greatly wilhed to 
have that wOrd fubftituted for unwarrant- 
able. That we mull look for other reme- 
dies. That the difcontent of two millions 
of people deferved ^onfi deration ; and the 
foundation of it ought to be removed. That : 
this was the true way of putting a flop to 
combinations and mapufaftnres in that 
country ; b^t that he relerved hirafelf to 
give his ppinipn more particularly upon 
this fubjfefii, when authentic information 
of the ftate of America ftiould be laid be- 
fore the Houfe ; tleclaring only for the pre- 
fent, tha(t we (hould be rautious how we 
invade the liberties of a«iy part of our fel- 
low fubjefcls, howeyer remote in fituation, or 
unable to. make refiftance. That liberty was 
a plant tha^ drferved to be cherifhed ; that 
he loved the tree, ^nd wiflied well to every 
branch of its That, like the' vine in the 
Scriptute, it had fprejad from eaft to 
wefl, had embraced whole nations with its 
branches, and ihelteredthem under its^Ieaves. 

That 



^aSwv^ That thtf Amfericam had putchafed thcif 
^^^ lib«ty at a dea? ratei fincic they had quitted 

their native country, and gone in fetirch of 

fieedoai td a deferti 

* 'Tliat the jwU'ls of the addrefs which his 
hid"- already' touch<£d upon, hcfwevet ini- 
pO T ia nt in themfelves", bor6 no tomparifoH 
with: that » whi<jh ' ftill remaitietl. That in^ 
deed there never was Ta tiiiie, at which thi*' 
traaniraity recomthfetided to thistn by thfe 
King, v^sftrfoit: nSctflkry than at pfeferit ; 
butliendiffefed vefy-mueh frohilhe noble' 
Duk^j . with relp^ to the propriety or* 
utility of thofe^nersfl afluranCes cohtaiti*.' 
ed in the lattei' part of the addpefs. That 
the mod perfett hatmony in • th&t ttoufe' 
would have buft* little ' effecl idwaMs' qiiiet*- 
ing the minds of Ihe people, -ahd rerai^v- 
irt^; their ^difcoiitentfi That it was the duty 
of that Hbufe ■ to enquire irrto the caufefs 
of the noioriotts diff4tisfaai6nexpi^elifed by' 
th€':whole :Eftglifli naitiori, \o ftatfe thofe 
carafes to i the ■ Sdverdgn, arid then to giv^- 
hira theiffcdft "advice in what'mdnnef he" 
oaghtto aa. Thdt the'pHvftegeaf of th^' 
Houfe . of<^ PeftSi' hb^veyer . tranfc'eildanti' 
hdwevtttf *:af>pFi9p*iated-^d"thcm,' ftbod in* 

faa 



I77<t. 



JSMOL or CHATHAM. ^ 

fa6l.upon the 'broad bottom ofttheipedpile. xxxv? 
They/WiCre: no loi^r in the condition ^ cf^ 
thte baroa^?, tbfctf) anceftolrj, who. had fe- 
pame. intefefts: aodlr feparate ftrength to 
fapport . th^nit 'Ilhie^ rights * of the ^ greatcA i 
a^d.of the meatwft fubgefls now ftood uj>on 
the fapfie - fou nd«iUQn> : t her fecuiity » ofn la wi , 
con^iiaon' to aljv It r was r therefore their t 
highieft : intereft; as>\wll aj their duty> to. 
watch over, a»d guard the people; for? 
whenithQpcopli^ had loft theii! rights, thoTih 
of thet Pi^eragc : would : fooot become ' infigni- 
ficant. To argue from < experience, he 
begged leave to refer their Lordfhips to a . 
moft important, paffage- in faiftory;^ defcribed 
by a man of .great abilities,. Mr. Robertfon^ 
Thiaowrritery imhisJife of: Charles th^Fifthr. 
(a great,, ambitioos, wicked man), informs) 
us that- the Peers . of Caftilc were ; fa ^ far j 
cajoldd -andi feduced by him ^ as. to join him ^ 
in overturning that* part of the* Cortez, 
which r reprefented i the. people; They were/ 
wenrkfCOQUg]? to adopl^ and cbafeenQugh to; 
be; flattered witK^ao expeftationi.thatrby, 
aififting their mafterin.this iniquitous pur<^ 
pofe^ ithcy fl»uld «accwfe thcirowh Hrengdi t 
and inaq^taii<>&: Whabtwaa.thei confer 
qiwtaoei:! Tl^ki^y.exphaiiigediithi^c cofitftituti^v 

onal 
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XXXV.' onal authority of Peers, for the titylar vanity 
of Grandees. They Were no loriger a part 
of a Parliament, for that th^y haddfeftfdyed; 
aiijl when thfey pretended tb havd an Opi- 
nion as GrandeeSi he tdld therti he did not 
underftand it; and naturally fendilgh, when 
they had furr6ndered thdir authority, treated 
their advice with contempt; The confe- 
quences did not ftop httti He made ufe of 
the people whom he had enftcived to enflave 
others, and employed the ftrength of the 
Caftilians to dellroy the rights of their free 
neighbours of Arragon. - 

* My Lords, let this example be a lefToii 
lo lis alL Let iis be cautious how we admit 
an idea, that our rights ftand on a footing 
different from thofe of the people. Let 
Its be cautious how we invade the liberties 
of our fellow^fiibjieds, however mearii how^ 
ever remote; for be affured, my Lordsj 
that in whatever part of the empire yoii 
fuffer flavery to be eftabliftiedj wheUier it 
be in America or in Ireland, 6r here at 
home, you will find it a difeafe which 
fpreads by contaS, and fooni reaches froiti 
the extremities to the heart. The man 
who has loft his own freedorti^ becomes 

from 
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trom that moment an inftrument in the xxxv' 
hands of an ambitious prince, to deftroy ^ 'yH. 
the freedom of others* Thefe refleftionSi 
toy Lordsj are but too applicable to our 
preffent lituation. The liberty of the fub- 
je6l is invadedi not only in provinces, but • 
here at home. The Englifli people are * • 
loud in their domplaints: they proclaim 
with one voice the injuries they have re* 
teived: th^y demand redrefs, and depend 
upon itj, my Lords> that one way pv other^ 
they zoill have redrefs^ They will never 
return to a ftate of tranquillity until they 
are redreffed; nor ought they; for in my 
Judgement, my Lords, and I fpeak it boldly^ . 
it were better for them to perifti in a glori- . 
Ous contention fol* their rights> than to pur- 
chafe a flavifh tranquillity at the expence of 
a fingle iota of the Conftitution. Let me en- 
treat your LordQiips> then^ in the name of 
,all the duties you owe to your Sovereign, 
to youj^ country, and to yourfelves, to per- 
form that office to^wbkh yoU are called by . 
the Conftittttipn^ by informing his M^yefty 
truly of the <!:onditi6n of his fubjefcls, ^ and 
of the real caufe of their diflatisfaftioilk 
I have ,confidered the matter with moft' 
feriGus attentieto ; and as I have not in my 
. VoL,iIJ : H own 
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\xxv. ^^^ breaft the fmalleft doubt that the pre- 

* ;v' ' fent univerfal difcontent of the nation arifes 
1770. 

from the proceedings of the Houfe of Com- 
mons upon the expulfion of Mr. Wilkes, I 
think that we ought, in our addrefs, to ftate 
that matter to the King. I have drawn up 
an amendment to the addrefs, which I beg 
leave to fubmit to the conlideration of the 
Houfe: 

' •* And for thefe great and effential pur- 
pofes, we will with all convenient fpeed take 
into our moft ferious conlideration, the 
caufes of the difcontents which prevail in 
fo many parts of your Majefty's dominions, 
and particularly the late proceedings of the 
Houfe of Commons, touching the incapa- 
city of John Wilkes, Efq. (expelled by that 
Houfe) to beelefted a member to ferve in 
this prefent Parliament, thereby refufing (by 
a refolution of one branch of the Legiflature 
only) to the fubjeft ^is common right, and 
* depriving the eleftor^ of Middlefex of tlieir 
free choice of a reprefentative." 

* Th^ cautious and guarded terms in 
which this amendment is drawn up, will, 
i hope, reconcile every noble Lord wha 

hears 
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hedrs me to my opinion ; «jid as 1 think ^xxxvT* 

no man can difpute the truth of the fa£ls, ^""Vf^. 

■ .p 1770, 

fo I am perfuaded no. man can difpujte the 
propriety ^nd neceffity of laying thofe faft» 
before his Majipfty/ 

• Lord Mansfield*, tte bagafl with af* ta. Atamn 
firming, that he had never delivered aliy opi* ^p^^*** 
nion upon the legality of the proceedings 
of the Houfe of Commons on the Middle** 
fex eleftipn, nor fliould he now> nbtwith^f 
Handing any thing that might be expefted 
from him* That he had locked it up iii 
)iis own breaft, and it ihould die with 
him: that he wiflied to avoid fpeakingoil 
the fubje£l ; but that the motion made by 
the lioble Lord, was of a nature too ex* 
traordinary and too alarming, to fuffer him 
t6 be filerit. He acknowledged the un* 
happy diftraSed ftate of the nation; but 
he was happy enough to afiBrm, with i. 
fafe confcience, that he had no ways 
contributed to it. That, in his own opi- 
nion^ declarations of the law made by 



♦ This noble Lofd^s anfWfer (taken alfo frbm the fame Gen* 
tleman's notes) it is neceffaiy to inlert, an account of 'Lord 
Chatham^ s reply, which follows it. 
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XXX vf' cither Houfe of Parliament were always 



$jyB. attended with bad efFefts : he had con- 
ilantly oppof d them whenever he had an 
cpportanity, and in his judicial capacity 
thought himfelf bound never to pay the 
leaft regard to them. That although 
thoroughly convinced of the illegality of 
general warrants, which, indeed, naming 
no perfons, were no warrants at all, he was 
forry to fee the Houfe of Commons by their 
vote declare them to be illegal. That it 
looked like a legiflative a6l, which yet had 
no force nor eSeO, as a law: for fuppofing 
the Houfe had declared them to be legale 
the Courts in Weftminfter would never- 
thelefs have been bound to declare the 
contrary ; and confequendy to throw a dif- 
refpeft upon the vote of the Houfe : but 
he made a wide diflin£lion between the 
general declarations of law, and the par- 
ticular decifion which might be made by 
either Houfe, in their judicial capacity, 
upon a cafe coming regularly before them, 
and properly the fubjeft of their jurifdic- 
lion* That here they did not aft as Le- 
giflators, pronouncing abftraftly and gene* 
rally what the law was, and for the di* 
reftions of others ; but as Judges, drawing 

the 
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the law from the feveral fources from which xxs^f * 
it ought to be drawn, for their own guidance ^^]^JJ^ 
in deciding the particular queftion before 
them, and applying it ftri6lly to the decifioa 
of that queftion- That, for his own part, 
wherever the Statute law was filent, he 
knew not where to look for the law of Par- 
liament, or for a definition of the privileges 
of either Houfe, except in the proceedings 
and decifions of each Houfe refpedively. 
That he knew of no parliamentary code to 
judge of queftions depending upon the judi* 
qial authority of Parliament, but the' prac- 
tice of each Houfe, moderated or extended 
according to the wifdom of the Houfe, and 
accommodated |to the cgfes befpre them^ 
That a queftion touching the fea^ of a 
J^embcr in the Lower Houfe, could only 
be determined by ih?it .Hoijfe; there was 
jjo other Court where jt could bp tried, 
nor to whiph there could be g^n appeal 

froin their depifiorj. That wherever a 
Court of Juftice is fupreme, and theiy 
{Sentence finjil (which he apprehende4 n6 
man wpuld difpute was the cafe in the 
Houfe of Conjmops, in rn^fttprs touching 
cleftions), the determination of that Court 
mud be received ^nd fubipitted tp ^$ the 

H3 law 
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^^xxv.' ^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^^ 5 f^^ ^f there be no appeal 
^■'^JJ^ from a judicial fentence, where ftiall that 
fentence be queftioned, or how can it be 
reverfed ? He admitted that Judges might 
be corrupt, and their fentences erroneous j 
but thefe were cafes, for which, in refpeft to 
Supreme Courts, the Conftitution had pro- 
vided no remedy. That if they wilfully 
determined wrong, it was iniquitous in- 
deed, i^ind in the higheft degree deteftable; 
But it was a crime, pf which no human tri- 
bunal could take cognizance, and it lay be- 
tween God and their confciences. That he 
^voided entering into the merits of the late 
decifion of the Houle. of Commons; becaufe 
}t was a fubjetl he was convinced the Lords 
had no right to enquire into, or difcufs. 
That the amendment propofed by the noble 
L5rd threatened the m6ft pernicious confe- 
quences to the nation, as it manifeftly 
violated every form and law of Parliament, 
was a grofs attack upon the privileges of the 
Houfe of Commons, and, inflead of pro- 
moting that harmony which the King had 
recommended, muft inevitably throw the 
whole country into a flame. That there 
never was an inftance of the Lords en- 
quiriiig into the proceedings of the Houfe 
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oF Commons with refpeQ to their own ^xxxv^' 
Members ; much lefs of their taking ^ upon * yH, 
them to cenfure fuch proceedings, or of 
their advifing the Crown to take notice of 
them. If, indeed, it be the noble Lord's^ 
delignto quarrel with the Houfe of Com- 
mons, I confefs it will have that effefit, 
and immediately. The Lower Houfe wilj 
undoubtedly affert their privileges, and 
give you vote for vote, I leave it, there- 
fore, to your Lordfhips, to confider the 
fatal effetls which may arife in fuch a 
conjunfture as the prefent, either from ap 
open breach between the two Houfes of 
Parliament, or between the King and the 
Houfe of Commons, But, my Lords, if 
I could fiippofe it were even advifeable 
to promote a difagreement between the 
two Houfes, I would ilill recommend it 
to you to take care to be in the right; 
whenever I am forced into a quarrel, I 
will always endeavour to have juftice on 
my fide. Now, my Lords, admitting the 
Houfe of Commons to have done wrong, 
will it mend the matter for your Lordfliips 
to do ten times worfe? and that I am 
clearly convinced would be the cafe, if 
your J^ordfliips were obliged to declarp 
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xxxvT* ^°y opinion df your own, or offer any ad-f 
.*" v"*^ vice to the Crown, on a matter in which, 
by the Conftitution of this country, you 
have no right whatever to interfere. I will 
go farther, my Lords ; I will affirm, that 
fuch a ftep would be as ineffe6!ual as it 
would be irregular. Suppofe the King, in 
confequence of our advice, ftiould diifolve 
the Parliament (for that, I prefume, is the 
triie objeft of the noble Lord's amendment), 
the next Houfe of Commons that meets, if 
they know any thing of their own privileges, 
pr the laws of this country, will undoubt- 
edly, on the very firft day of the feffion, take 
notice of our proceedings, and declare them 
to be a violation of the rights of the Com- 
pions. They muft do fo, ray Lords ; or they 
will fliamefully betray their conftituents and 
. jthemfelves. A noble Lord (Lord March^ 
montj near me, has propofed, that we^ 
fhould demand a conference with the other 
Houfe. It would be a more moderate ftep, 
I confefsj.but equally ineffedual. The Com- 
mons would never fubmit to difcufs their 
pwn privileges with the Lords. They would 
not come to a^ conference upon fuch a fub- 
jefl; or if they did come, they would foon 
break itup wji indignation^ If^ then, the 
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Cemmons have done wrong, I know of no ®xxxv' 
remedy, but either that the fame power 
fliould undo the mifchief they have done, 
or that the cafefhould be provided for by an 
aft of the legiflature. That, indeed, might 
be effeftual. But' whether fuch a remedy 
be proper or neceffary in the prefent cafe, 
or whether, indeed, it be attainable, confix 
dering that the other Houfe muft give their 
confent to it, is not a queftion now before us. 
If fuch a bill fhould be propofed, it will 
be regular and Parliamentary, and we riiay 
then, with propriety, enter into the legal 
merits of the decifion of the Houfe of 
Commons. As for the amendment pro* 
pofed by the noble Lord, I objeft to it as 
irregular and unparliamentary. I am per- 
fuaded, that it will be attended with very 
pernicious confequences to this country, 
and that it cannot poffibly produce a fingle 
good one. 



Earl of Chatham. ' My Lords, there is ^^^^ 
one plain maxim, to which I have invari- ^'^* 
ably adhered throwgh life : That in every . 
queftion, Jri which my liberty, or my pro* 
:rty were concerned, I fhould confult and 
\t determined by ^he diftates of common 
^ fenfc^ 
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^xxx^' fcnfc. I confers, my Lords, that I am apt 
**Q^ to diftruft the refinements of learning, 
becaufe I have feen the ableft and the moft 
learned men equally liable to deceive thcm- 
felves, and to miflead others. The condi- 
tion of human nature would be lamentable 
indeed, if nothing lefs than the greateft 
learning and talents, which fall to the (hare 
of fo fmall a number of men, were fufficient 
to dire6l our judgment and our condu6l. 
3ut Providence has tak,cn better care of our 
bappinefs, and given ^us, in the fimplicity 
of common fenfe, a rule for our diretlion, 
by which we (hall never be milled* I con- 
fefs, my Lords, I had no other guide in 
drawing up the amendment, which I fub- 
initted to your confideration ; and before I 
heard the opinion of the noble Lord who 
fpoke laft, I did not conceive that it was even 
Within the limits of poffibility for the greateft 
human genius, the moft fubtle underftand- 
ing, or the acuteft wit, fo ftrangely tomif- 
teprefent my meaning, and to give it an in- 
terpretation fo entirely foreign from what 
I intended to exprefs, ^nd from that fenfe 
which the very terms of the amendment 
Jplainly and diftinftly ' carry with them. If 
.there be the fmalleft foundation for the ceij- 

fure 
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fure thrown upon me by that noble Lord, ^xxv^^ 
if, either exprefsly, or by the mdft diftant v y »T 
implication, I have faid or infinuated any 
part of what the noble Lord has charged 
me with, difcard my opinions for ever, dit 
pard the motion with contempt. 

* My Lords, I muft beg the indulgence 
of the Houfe, Neither will my health per-* 
mit me, nor do I pretend to be qualified 
to follow that learned Lord minutely 
through the whole of his argument. No 
man is better acquainted with his abilitie$ 
and learning, nor has a greater refpeft for 
them, than I have* I have had the pleafure 
of fitting with him Jn the other Houfe, and 
always liftened to him with attention. I 
have not now loft a word of what he fai(^jp 
KOR DID Iever- Upon the prefent'quef-, 
tioti I meet him without fear. The evi- 
dence which truth carries with it, is fuperior 
to all argument ; it neither wants the fup» 
port, nor dreads the oppofition of the 
greateft abilities. If there be a fingle word 
in the amendment to juftify the int^rpreta* 
tion which the noble Lord has been pleafed 
to give it, I am ready to renounce the whole: 
let it be read, my Lords ; let it ipeak for 

' ' itfcif: 
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*xxxv^* itfclf. (It was read) — In what inftance does 
it interfere with the privileges of the Houfe 
of Commons? In what refpefl; does it 
queftion their jurifdi6lion, or fuppofe an 
authority ip this Houfe to arraign the 
juftice of their fentence ? I am fure that 
every Lord who hears me, will bear me 
witncfs, that I faid not one word touching 
the meriis of the Middlefex eleftion ; fo far 
from conveying any opinion upon that 
matter in the amendment, \ did not even 
in difcourfe deliver my own fentiments upoi^ 
it. \ did not fjiy that the Houfe of Com* 
mons had done either right or wrong ; but, 
when his Majefty was pleafed to recommen4 
jt to us to cultivate unanimity amongft our- 
felves, I thqught it the duty of this Houfe, 
as the great hereditary council of the Crown, 
to ftate to his Majefty the diftrafled cpndir 
tion of his dominions, tqgether with ^he 
events which - had (Jeftroyed unanimity 
{imong his fubjefts. But, my Lt)rds,' \ 
itated thofe events merely as faftsi, without 
the fmalleft addition either of cenfure or of 
opinion. Thpy are fafts, my Lords, Whic}^ . 
I am not only convinced are true, but \yhicl^ 
I know are indifputably true. For example, 
my Lords : will any man deny that difconr 

tents 
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tents prevail in many parts of his Majefty's Hcxxv/ 
dominions ? or that thofc difcontents arife 
from tht proceedings of the Houfe of Com- 
mons touching the declared incapacity of 
Mn Wilkes? Tis impoffible: no man carx 
deny a truth fo notorious. Or will any man 
deny that thofe proceedings refufed, by a 
refolutipn of one branch of the legiflature 
only, to the liibjeft his common right? Is it 
not indifputably true, ray Lords, that Mr. 
Wilkes had a common right, and that he loft 
it no other way but by a refolution of the 
Houfe of Commons? My Lords, I have been 
tender of mifreprefenting the Houfe of 
Commons: I have confulted their journals, 
and have taken the very words of their own 
refolution. Do they not tell us in fo many 
words, that Mr. W^e7^<?i having been expelled, 
was thereby rendered incapable of ferving 
in that Parliament ! and is it not their re- 
folution alone, which refufes to the fubjeft 
his common right? The amendment fays 
farther, that the eleftors of Middlefex are 
deprived of their free choice of a reprefen- 
tative. Is this a falfe fafl, my Lords ? or 
have I given an unfair reprefentation of it ? 
Will any man j>refume fo affirm that Colo* 
nel Luttrell is the free choice of the eleftors 

• • of 
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^x V' ^f Middlefex ? W^ all know the contrary* 
^^^"^ We all know that Mi*., Wilkes (whom I men- 
tion without either praife or cenfure) was 
the favourite of the c'ounty, arid chofen by 
a very great and acknowledged majority, to 
reprefent them in Parliament. If the noble 
Lord diilikes the manner in which thefe fafts 
are ftated, I fhall think myfelf happy in be- 
ing advifed by him how to alter it. I am 
very little anxious about terms, provided the 
fubftances be preferred ; ' and thefe are fafts, 
my Lords, which I am fure will always re- 
tain their weight and importance, in what- 
ever form of language they are defcribed* 

m 

* Now, my Lords, fince I have been 
forced to enter into the explanation of an 
amendment, in which nothing lefs than the 
genius of penetration could have difcovered 
an obfcurity, and having, as I hope, re- 
deemed myfelf in the opinion of the Houfe, 
having redeemed my motion from the fevere 
leprefentation given of it by the noble Lord, 
I muft a little longer in treat your Lordfhips' 
indulgence. The conft^tution of this coun- 
try has been openly invaded in faft ; and I 
have heard, with horror and aftonifhment 
that very in v^Iion defended upon principle. 

What 
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What is this myfterious power, undefined ^^x^^ 
by law, unknown to the fubgeft, which we ^"^770^^ 
mutt not approach without awe, nor fpeak 
of without reverence, which no man may 
queftion, and to which all men muft fuhmit? 
My Lords, I thought the flavifh dodlrine of 
paffive obedience had long fince been ex- 
ploded: and/ when our. kings were obliged 
to confefs that' their title to the crown, and 
the rule of their government, had no other 
foundation than the known laws of the land^ 
I never expefted to he^r a divine right, or 
a divine infallibility, attributed to any other 
branch of the legiflature. My Lords, I 
beg to be underftood, no man refpeSs the 
Houfe of Commons more than I do, or 
would contend more ftrenuoufly than I 
would, to preferve them their juft and legal 
authority. Within the bounds prefcribed 
by the Conftitution, that authority is nec^f- 
fary to the ^well-being of the people : be- 
yond that line every exertion of power ii 
arbitrary, is illegal ; it threatens tyrarmy td 
the people, aiid deft ru6l ion to the ftate. 
Power without right is the moft odious and 
deteftable objeft that can be offered to the 
human imagination : it is not only pernicious - 
to thofe who jire fubjeft to it, but tends to 

its 
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^xxxv.' '^ <^^ deftraftiofi; It is what my noble 
friend (Lord LyttUton) has truly defcribed 
it. Res deleftabilis et caduca^ My Lords, I 
4eK:kndwledge the juft power, and reverence 
the conftitutioD of the Houfe of Gommoma 
It is for their own fakes that I wbuld pre- 
vent their affuming a power which the con- 
flitution has denied them, left^ by grafping 
at an authority they have no right to, they 
ihould forfeit that which they legally pof- 
fefs* My Lordsi I affirnv that they have 
betrayed their conftituents, and violated the 
conftitulioni. Undqr pretence of declaring 
the law, they have made a law, and united 
in the fame perfons the office of legiflator 
iStnd of judges 

* I fliail endeavour to adhere ftriftly io 
the noble Lord's doflrine, which is in* 
deed impolfible to miftake, fo far as my 
memory will permit me to preferve his 
expreflions* He feems fond of the word 
jurifdidions and I confefs, with the force 
and efied which he has given it, it is a 
word of copious meaning and wonderful 
extent. If his Lordfhip's do6lrine be well 
founded, we muft renounce alt thofe politi* 
cal maxims by which our underftandings 

havd 
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have hitherto been direfted, and even the ^x^^v^' 
firft elements of learning taught us in our ^*^J^ 
fchools when We were fehool-boySi My 
Lords, we knew that, jurifdi6Hon was no- 
thing more than Jus dicere; we knfew that 
Legem/mere and Legem dicert were powers 
cleariy diftinguiflied from each other in ^he 
nature o£ things, and wifely feparated by 
the \Vifdoifl of the Englifh Conftitution; 
but no\^; it Teems, we muft adopt a new 
fyftem of thinking* The Houfe .of Com-^ 
mons^ we dre told, have a fupremc jurif*' , 
di£lion ; and there is ho appeal from their 
fentence ; arid that wherever they are com- 
petent judges^ their decifiori muft be re- 
ceived and fubmitted to^ as ipfo foMo, the 
law of the land4 My lords^ I am a plaiil 
manj and havfe been brought up in a reli- 
gious reverence fdr the original fimplicity 
of the laws of England. By what fophiftry 
they have been perverted* by what artifices 
they have be^n involved in obfcurity^ is not 
for me to explain ; the principles; hbVreveri 
of .the EngliQi laws^ afie ftill fufficiently 
clear : they are founded in reafon^ and are 
the mafter piece of the human uriderftand* 
ing ; but it is in the text that I vould look 
for a direftion to my judgmeot, not in the 
Vol. Ih I commtn^ 
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commentaries of modem profefers. The 
nobl^ Lord afluies us, that he knows not in 
what code the law of Parliament is to be 
foand ; that the Houfe of Commons, when 
they a6l ks judges, have no law to dire6l 
them but their own wifdom ; that their de- 
cifion is law ; and if they determine wixmg, 
the iubjefi has no appeal but to Heaven. 
What then, my Lords, are all the generous 
efforu of our anceftors, are all thofe glori- 
ous Contentions, by which they meant to fe- 
cure to themfelves, and to tranfmit to their 
pofterity a known law, a certain rule of 
living ; reduced to this conclufion, that in • 
ftead of the arbitrary^ power of a King, we 
mull fubmit to the arbitrary power of an 
Houfe of Commons ? If this be true, what 
benefit do we derive from the exchange? 
Tyranny, my Lords, is deteftable in every 
fhape; but in none To formidable as when 
it is afTumed and exercifed by a number of 
tyrants. But, my Lords, this is not 'the 
faft, this is not the conftitution ; we have a 
law of Parliament, we have a code in which 
every honeft man may"1ind it. We have 
"^agna Charta, we have the Statute Book,, 
jtnd the Bill of Rights. 
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«» If a cafe fliould arifc unknavrn to thefe ^xxxvj' 
great authorities, we have ftill that plaifi ^''^' 
Englifti rieafon left, which is the foundatioii 
of all our Englilh jurifprudeiwJe. That 
reafon tells us, that every Judicial Court, 
and every Political Society, muft be vefted 
with thofe powers and privileges which are 
neceflary for performing the office to which 
they are appointed. ' It tells us alfo, that no 
Court of Juftice can hiive a power incon* 
fiftent with, or paramount to, the known 
laws of the land : that the people, wheA 
they choofe their reprefentatives, nevef 
mean to convey to them a power of ihVad* 
ing the rights, or trampling upon the liber- 
ties of thofe whom they reprefent. What 
fecurity would they have for their rights, if 
once they admitted, that a Court of Judica- 
ture might determine every ' queftion that 
came before it, not by any known, pofitiye 
law, but by the vague, indeterminate, arbi- 
trary rule, of what the noble Lord is pleafed! 
to call the Wifdom of the Court? With re- 
fpeft to the decifion of the Courts of Juftice, 
I am far from denying therti their dud 
weight and authority ; yet, placing them iii' 
the moft refpeftable view, I ilill confideif 
them, not as law, but as an evidence of the 

I 2 law } 
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^xxxv; ^^^i ^^d before they can arrive cve» at 
^"^^^ that degree of authority, it muft appear, 
that they are founded in, and confirmed by, 
• reafon ; that they are fupported by prece- 
dents taken from good and moderate times ; 
that they do not contradi6l any pofltive 
law ; that they are fubmitted to without re- 
lutlance, by the people ; that they are un- 
queftioncd by the legiflature (which is equi* 
valent to a tacit confirmation) ; and, what, 
in my judgment, is by far the moft impor- 
tant, that they do not violate the fpirit of 
the Conftitution. My Lords, this is not a 
yague or lobfe expreffion : we all know what 
the Conftitution is , we all know, that the 
firft principle of it is, that the fubjefcl fhall 
not be governed by the arbitrium of any 
one man, or body of men (lefs than the 
whole legiflature), but by certain laws, to 
which he has virtually given his confent, 
which are open to him to examine, and not 
beyond his ability to underftand. — Now, 
my Lords, I affirm, and am ready to main- 
tain, that the late decifion of the Houfe of 
Commons upon the Middlefex elefclicn, is 
deftitute of every one of thofe properties 
and conditions which I hold to be effential 
to the legality of fuch a deciiion. It is not 

founded 
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founded in reafon ; for it carries with it a ^xxxv'. 
contradiftion, that the reprcfentative (houid * — ^"-' 
perform the office of the conftituent body. 
It is, not fupported by a fingle precedent j 
for the cafe of Sir R. Walpole i^ but a half 
precedent, and even that half is imperfeft. 
Incapacity was indeed declared, but his 
crimes arc dated as the ground of the refo- 
lutiop, and his opponent was declared to be 
not duly elefted, even after his incapacity 
was eftablifhed. It contradifts Magna Charta 
and the Bill of Rights, by which it is pro- 
vided, that no fubjeft (hall be deprived of 
his fieehold, uhlefs by the judgment of his 
peers, or the law of the land ; and that elec- 
tions of members to ferve in Parliament 
ftiall be free ; and fo far is this decifion 
from being fubmitted to by the people, that 
they have taken the ftrongeft'meafures, and 
adppted the moft pofitive language to ex- 
prefs their difcontent. Whether it will be 
queftioned by the legiflature, will depend 
upon your Lordfhip's refolution ; but that 
it violates the fpirit of the Conftitution, will, . 
I think, be difputed by no man who has , 
heard this day's debate, and who wifhes 
well to the freedom of his country ; yet, if 
we are to believe the noble Lord/this great 

1 3 grievance^ 
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^xxKv. grievance^ this manifeft violation of the firft 
^"^T^ principles of the Coaflitution, will not ad- 
mit of a remedy ; is not even capable of 
redrefs, unlefs we appeal at once to Heaven, 
My Lords, Ihave better hopes of the Con- 
ftitution, and a firmer confidence in the 
wifdon and conflitutional authority of this 
Jloufe. It Isyour anceftors, my Lords, — it 
is to the Englifh Barons that we are indebted 
for the Laws apd Conftitution we poflefs. 
Their virtues were rude and uncultivated, 
but they were great and fincere. Their 
underftandings we;*e as little polifhed as 
their manners, but they h?id hearts to diff 
tinguifh right from wrong ; they had heads 
to "diftinguifli truth from falfehood ; they 
underftood the rights of humajnity, and they 
had fpirit to maintain them, 

My Lords, I think, that hiflory has not 
• done juilice to their conduft, when they 
obtained from their Sovereign, that great 
acknowledgment of national rights contain- 
ed in Magna Ghana : they did not confine 
it to iheniielves alone, but delivered it as ^ 
^ commoiii bleffing to the whole people. They 
did not fay, 1 hefe are the rights of th^ 
gie3.t Barons, or th!?(ear9.ri§hts pf the great 

prelates : 
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Prelates.: — ^No, my Lords j they faid, in the ^xv«* 

fimple Latin of thetinies, nullius liber horrio^ ^■ ^ ■"'?-^^ 

and provided as carefully for the mear^ft 

fubjefl as for the greateft* .Thefe are un-^ 

Gouth words, and found/ but poorly in the 

ears of fcholars ; neither are they kddrefled 

to the criticifm of fcholars, but to the hearts 

of free men. Thefe three words, nullus 

Liber homo^ have a meaning which interefts 

us all ; they deferve to be remembered—- . 

they deferve to be inculcated in our minds — f 

they are worth all the dailies. Let us not, 

then^ degenerate from the glorious example 

of our ^nceftors. Thofe Iron Barons f for 

fo I may call them when compared with the 

Silken Bacons . of modern days), were the 

Guardians of the People ; yet their virtues, 

my Lords, were never engaged in a queftion 

of fuch importance as the prefent. Abreach 

has .been made in the Conflitution — the 

battlements are difmantled— the citadel i$ 

open to the firft invader — the walls totter— ' 

the Conftitution is not tenable. — What re- 

mains then, but for us to ftand foremoft in 

the breach, to repair it, or perifh in it ? 

• • • . , , . 

^^ Great pains have been taken to alarm 
US with the confequefaces, of a difference 

1 4 between 
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xxxv/ between the two Houfes of Parliament- 
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That the Houfe of Commons will refent 
our prefuming to take notice of their pro* 
ceedings ; that they will refent our daring 
to advife the Crown, and never forgive 
us for attempting to fave the State. — My 
Lords, I am feniible of the importance and 
difficulty of this great crifis : at a moment, 
fuch as this, we are called upon to our duty, 
without dreading the refentment of any 
man. But if apprehenfions of this kind are 
to affefl us, let us confider which we ought 
to^ refpeft moft — the reprefentative, or the 
coUeftive body of the people. — My Lords^ 
five hundred gentlemen are not ten mil? 
lions ; and if we miifi have a contention. 
Jet us take care to have the Englifti nation 
on our fide. If this queftion be given up, 
the freeholders of England are ^educed to 
a condition bafer than the peafantry of Po- 
land. If they defert their own caufe, they 
deferve to be flaves ! — My Lords, this is hot 
merely the cold opinion of my underftand- 
ing, but the glowing expreffion of what I 
feel. It is my heart that fpeaks : I know I 
fpeak warmly, my Lords ; but this warmth 
ihall neither betray my argument nor my 
f.efnper. The kingdoni is in a flame. As 

mediators 
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mediators between the King and people/ it ^xxxv!' 
is our duty to reprefent to him the true ^^ 
condition and temper of his fubjefts. It is 
a duty- which no particular refpefts fhould 
hinder us from performing ; and whenever 
his Majefty (hall demand our advice, it 
will then be our duty to enquire more mi- 
nutely into the caufes of the prefent dif- 
contents. Whenever that enquiry fliajl 
come on, I pledge myfelf to the Houfe to 
prove, thsit fince the firft inftitution of the 
Houfe of Commons, not a fingle precedent 
can be produced to juftify their late pro- 
ceedings. My noble and learned friend 
(the Lord Chaiicellor) has pledged himfelf 
to the Houfe^ th^t He will fupport that af- 
fertiopjr ' 

^ My Lords, the, charafter* and clrcum^ 
(lances of Mr. Wilkes have been very im- 
properly introduced into this queftion, not 
only here, but in that court of judicature 
where his caufe was tried : I mean the Houfe 
of Commons. With one party he was a 
patriot of the firft magnitude ; with the 
other the vileft incendiary. For my own 
part, I confider him merely and indifferently 
?s an Englifh fubjeft, pofleffed of certain 
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^xxxv' rights which the laws have given him, and 

*--*^'"^ which the laws alone can take from him. I 
17704 • ^ 

am neither moved by his private vices, nor 
by his public merits. In his perfon, though 
he were the worjl of men, I contend for the 
fafety and fecurity of the befl ; and, God 
forbid, my Lords, that there (hould be a 
power in this country of meafuring the 
civil rights of the fubje6l by his jmor^l cha- 
racter,, or by any other rule but the fixed 
laws of the land! I believe, my Lords, / 
ihall not be fufpefted of any perfonal par-- 
tiality to this unhappy mail : I am not very 
converfant in pamphlets or newfpapers; but, 
from what I have heard, and from the little 
I have read, I may venture to affirm, that I 
have had my fhare in the compliments whjph 
have come from that quarter ; and as for 
motives of ambition (for I muft take to my- 
felf a part of the noble Duke's infinuation), 
I believe, my Lords, there have been times 
in which I have had the honour ot' {landing 
in fuch favour in the clofet, that there muft 
have been, fomething extravagantly unrea-t 
fonable in my wifties if they might not 
fill have been gratified ; after neglefting 
thofe opportunities, I am now fufpeQed of 
coming forward in the decline of life, i« the 

anxious 
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Anxious purfuit of wealth and power, which ^xxx^* 
N^t is impoflible for me to enjoy. Be it fo ; 
there is one ambition at leaft which I ever 
will acknowledge, which I will not^^ re-^ 
nounce but with my life. It is the ambi^ 
tion of delivering to my pofterity thofe 
rights of freedom which I have received 
from my anceftors; I am not now pleading 
the caufe of an individual, but of every 
freeholder in England. In what nfianner 
this Houfe may conftitutionally interpofe 
in their defence, and what kind of redrefe 
this cafe will require and admit of, is not 
at prefent the fubjeft of our confideration# 
The amendment, if agreed to, will naturally 
Jead us to fuch an enquiry. That enquiry 
may, perhaps, point put the neceffity of an 
aft of the legiflature, or it may lead us, per- 
haps, to defire a conference witlf the other 
Houfe ; which one nobJe Lord affirms is the 
only parliamentary way of proceeding ; and 
which another noble Lord aflhres us the 
Houfe of Commons would either not come 
:o, or would break off with indignation. 
Leaving their Lordfhips to reconcile that 
atter between theipfelvcs, I fhall only 
ay, that before we have enquired, we can- ' 
not , be provided with materials, confer 

quentljf 
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* It is impoffible, my Lords, that the en- 
quiry I fpeak of may lead us to advife his 
Majcfty to diffol ve the prefent parliament ; 
nor have I any doubt of our right to give 
that advice, if we fliould think it neceflary. 
His Majefty will then determine whether 
he will yield to the united petitions of the 
people of England, qt maintain the Houfe 
of Commons in the exercife of a legiflative 
power, which heretofore abolilhed theHoufe 
of Lords, and overturned the monarchy^ 
I willingly acquit the prefent Houfe of Com- 
mons of having a6lually formed fo detefta- 
ble adefign; but they cannot themfelves 
forefee to what exceffes they may be carried 
hereafter ; and for my own part, I (hould 
be forry to truftto their future moderation. 
Unlimited power is apt to corrupt the minds 
of thofe whopoffefs it ; and this I know my 
Lords, that, v/here law ends, tyranny 
begins J- 

The amendment was negatived. But in 
confequence of this ftrong and public ar- 
raignment of the Miniflry, fever^l of them 

rcfigned. 
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re&gned. Lord Chatham^s information of ^xxxv^' 
the proceedings of the Cabinet Council was 
fuppofed to have been derived from Lord 
Camden^ who, at that time, was Lord Chan- 
cellor ; and he having this day divided with 
Lord Chatham, the Great Seal was immedi- 
ately taken from him. 



Mr. Yorke was prevailed upon by his Ma- 
jefty to accept the Seal; and in a few hours 
afterwards he put a period to his Own 
cxiftence. 

Notwithftanding the feveral refignations^ 
fomc of them of the firft families of the king- 
dom, which took place at this time,— not- 
withftanding the general difTatisfaftion and 
ferment which prevailed throughout the 
nation— notwithftanding the circumftances 
of the recent and tragical death of Mr, 
Yorke — ftill the Court perfevered, and re- 
folved to perfevere in their meafures *. 

• Thfc fuccefs of the Court m this* pcrfeverance againft the pe- 
titions of the people of England, encouraged the Court in the- 
fame perfeverance againft the petitions of the people of America ; 
which fpllowed foon after. But the Americans being farther re* 
moved from the fcene of corniption, were not debilitated by its 
poifoa. They retained the vigour and virtue of tlieir anccAors. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXVI. 

Speeches of the Marquis of Reckinghamj the Dukt 
of Grafton^ and Lord Chatham^ on the State of 
the Nation-^Union of Lord Chatham with Lord 
Rockingham — Duke of Grafton refgns. 

*xxxvr /^N the tM'enty-fecond of January, the 
^^ Marquis of Rockingham moved fbf 
fixing a day to take into confideration the 
ftate of the nation. 
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Ld.Rock. « The obieft of his Lordfhip's fpeech* 

^^£^s ^^^ ^^ fliew, that the prefent unhappy con- 
dition of affairs, and the univerfal difcon-^ 
tent of the. people, did not arife from any 
immediate teltaporary caufe, but had grown 
upon us by degrees, from the moment of 
his Majefty*s acccffion to the throne. That 
the perfons in whom his Majefty then con-* 
fidedy had introduced a total change in the 

■ 

* This fpcechy the anfwer of the Duke of Grtifi^ny and Lord 
Chatham*^ reply, are printed from the notes of the fame "gentle-* 
man who communicated the three preceding fpeechesy-made on: 
the firft day of the feffion. They have none of them been printed 
before. It was neceflary to infert Lord Rockingbam*s and thd 
Duke of GretftorCs fpeeches, becaufe they are introduUory to 
Lord Cbatbam*9. 

old 
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old fylfem of Englifh Government — that xxxvb 
they had adopted a maxim which muft ^""7^ 
prove fatal to the hbeities of this country, 
viz. "" That the Royal Prerogative aloiie, 
was fufficient to fupport Government, to 
whatever hands the adminiftration fhould 
be committed 5*' and he could trace the ope- 
ration of this principle through every a£l of 
Government fince the acceffion; in which 
thofe perfons could be fuppofed to have any 
influence. Their firft exertion of the pre* 
rogative was to make a peace contrary to 
the wiflies of the nation, and on terms 
totally difproportioned to the fuccefTes of 
the war; but as they felt themfelves une- 
qual to the condufl of a war, they thought 
a peace, on any conditions, necefTary for 
their own fecurity and permanence in Ad-* 
miniftration. He then took notice of thofe 
odious tyrarinical afts of power, by which 
an approbation of the peace had been ob- 
tained. And he mentioned the general 
fweep through every branch and depart- 
ment of Adminiftration ; the removes not 
merely confined to the higher employments, 
but carried down, with the minuteft cruelty 
to the loweft offices of the ftate ; and num- 
berlefs innocent families, which had fub- 

fifted 
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^xxvt! fitted on falar^es from fifty to two huikdred 
^ Y* pounds a year, turned out to mifery and 
ruin, with as little regard to the rules, of 
juflice, as to the common feelings of com**' 
paflion. That their ideas of taxation were 
Marked by the fame principle. The argu* 
ment urged for taxing the dyder counties^ 
viz. " The equity of placing therfl on the 
fame footing with others^ where malt li* 
quors were chiefly ufed/' was too obvious 
to efcape thie attention o^ Jorrner minifters j 
but former minifters paid rtiore regard to 
the liberties of the people, than to the im- 
provement of the revenXie. That the ob- 
je6l of the cyder afci, or the effeft of it^ 
at leaft, was not fo much to increafe the 
revenue, as to extend the laws of excife^ 
and open the doors of private men to the 
officers of the Crown. 

' Without entering inio the tight of tax-* 
ing America, it was evident, that fince the 
revenue expefted to arife from that meafure 
Was allowed to be very inconfiderablc, the 
real purpofe of government muft have been 
to increafe the number of their officers in 
that country, and confequently the ftrength 
of the prerogative. 

lie 
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* He then took notice of the indecent xxxvi! 
ihannej' with which the debt upori the ^"7^^ 
lCihg*s Civil Lift had been laid before, and 
provided for, by Parliament. No account 
offered — No enquiry permitted t& be made 
^Not even the decent fatisfaftion given to 
Parliament of an aUurance that in future 
fuch extraordinary experices fhould be 
avoided. Oil the contrary, the King's . 
fpeech on that odcafion had been ' fo cauti- 
oufly worded, that, far from engaging to 
avoid fiich exceedings for the future, it inti- 
mated plainly that the expences of the 
King's (iivil government could not be con-' 
fined within the revenue granted hy Parlia* 
ment-^That as tne nation was heavily bur- 
thened by tile ex pence, they were no left 
grofsly infulted by the manner iil which 
that burthen was laid upon them* That; 
in certain grants lately made by the crown, 
the miniftry had adhered to their principle 
of carrying the prerogative to its utmoft 
extent. No righuof property — no continu- 
ance- of poffeffion had been Confideredi. 
But, if thefe had beeti weaker than they 
were, he thought fome refpeft was due to, 
the memory of the great Prince by whom 
thefe grants had been made ; and, in com- 

Vol. IL K mon 
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xxKVh ^^^ juftice to the noble Duke *, vrhofe 
property had been invaded, the miniftry 
flioipld, at Ieaft5 have avoided that hurry and 
precipitation^ which had hardly left his 
Grace time to defend his rights ; and by 
"which the miniftry themfelves feemed to 
confers theit meafures would, not bear a 
more deliberate ihode of proceeding* But 
ihp purpofes of an election were to be 
ferved; aqd the perfbn, bene&ed by this 
jmeafure^ was fuppofed to be a better friend 
to adminiftration than the noble Dukcj whofe 
property had been arbitrarily transferred to 
another. And when, upon occafion of this 
extraordinary meafure, and to quiet the 
xninds qf the people, a bill had been brought 
into parHament for fecuring the property 
or the fubjcft, it had been rejefted the firil 
year, and violently refilled the fecond ; but 
the juftice and neceflity of it had prevaikd 
over the influence, and favourite maxims of 
the adminiftration. That the affairs of the 
external part of the empire had been ma* 
naged with the fame want of wifdom, and 
h^d been brought into nearly the fame con* 
4ition with thofe at home. In Ireland^ he 

• Duke of PorAn«i;r. 
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law the parliament prorogued, (which pr6- xlxvL 
bably led to a diflblutidn) and the affairs of ^^J^ 
that kingdom left unprovided for^ and in 
the gr^ateft confufion. That inAmerica^ 
raed.furcs of violence hac( been adopted^ and 
it had befen the uniform language and doc^ 
trine of the miniftry to force that Qountry 
10 fubmit. That^ in his own o|>inion, vio- 
lence would not do there, and he hoped it 
Would not do her&. But even if a plan of 
force Were advifeable, why had it not been 
adhered to ? Why did they not adopt and 
iabid^ by fome ohe fyftera of condu6l? 
That the King's fpeeches, and the language ^ 
bf the miniftry at home had denounced 
iiothing but war and vengeance againft a 
JfebeHioUs pebple, whilft his Majefty's go* 
Vernor^ abroad, ^^erc inftru6led to convey 
to theni the gentleft promifes of relief and 
tatisfaftion. His Lord[hip here referred to 
Lord Boltetort*s fpeech to the affembly of 
Virginia, in May I769, put of which he 
recited a paflage in point. The paflage was 
this — ^* / think my/elf peculiarly fortunate 
to be able to inform you, that by a letter^ dated 
McCy the 13 /A, I have been affuredby the Earl 
of HitlfboroiLgh, that his Majejly^s prefejit 
adminijlration have at na time entertained a 

'K 2. d^0 
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^"A^- ^^^ topropofe to parliament to lay ariy 
further taxes upon America for the purpofc 
of raifing a revenue^ and that it is their in^ 
teniion to propofe, in the nextfejfion of par ^ 
liament^ to take off the duties upon glafs, 
paper y and colours^ upon confideration of fuck 
duties having been laid contrary to the true 
principles of commerce. See Appendix W. 

' With refpefl to foreign afFairs^ he 
thought it highly neceffary to enquire, why 
France had been permitted to make fo con- 
fiderable an acquifition as the ifland of 
Corfica ? That no man could deny, that 
this ifland would prove a great addition to 
the ftrength of France, with refpeft to her 
marine; both from its harbours, and the 
timber it produced. He thought this at- 
^ tempt of France was not only unjuft in 
itfelf, but diret 11 y contrary to certain ft ipu- 
lations in the treaty of Aix-Ia-Chapelle, 
confirmed by that of 1763, by which it was 
determined and fettled, '' That the repub- 
lic of Genoa (hould be entirely re-eftabliflied 
and maintained in all its former ftates and 
poffefTions ; and that, for the advantage and 
maintenance of the peace in general, for the 
tranquillity of Italy in panicular, all thing3 

Djiould 
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(iiould remain there in the condition they ^xxxvi. 
were in before the war." 



His Lordfliip added, * That he had not 
dwelt fo ftrongly as he might have done, 
upon that great invafion of the conflitution, 
which had now thrown this whole country 
into a flame : the people were fufficiently 
alarmed for their rights, and he did not 
doubt but that matters would be duly en- 
quired into. But he confidered it only as 
the point to which all the other meafures 
of the adminiftration had tended. That 
when the conftitution was violated, we 
fliould not content ourfelves with repairing 
the fingle breach, but look back into the 
caufes, and trace the principles which had 
produced it, in order, not merely to reftore * 
the conftitution to prefent health, but, if 
polfible, make it invulnerable hereafter, 

^ Upon the whole, he recommended it 
ftrongly to their Lordlhips, to fix an early 
day for taking into their confideration the 
ftate of this country in all its relations and 
dependencies, foreign, , provincial, and do- 
meftic ; for we had been injured in them all. 
That cpnfideration would, he hoped, lead 

K 3 their 
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^XKxvi. *h^^^ LorclOiips to adviie the crown not ooly 
^^^ how to correft paft errors, but how tQ 
eftablifh a fyftem of government more wife, 
more permanent, better fuited to the genius 
of the people, and, at leaft^ confiftf nt witH 
the fpirit pf the conftitution/ 

Erafto^^ The Duke of Grafton, who fpoke next, 
^HaH. did not oppofe the motion ; on the contrary, 
* he engaged to fecond it, and to meet the 
noble Lord upon the great queftion when-f 
ever the Houfe Qiould think proper. For 
the prefent, he me^nt only to exculpate 
himfelf, from fome fevere refleftions, which 
he thought were dire6led p^irticularly and 
petfonally againft himfelf. That he wA$ 
ready to juftify the meafures alluded to by 
the noWe Lord, about every o^her p?urt of 
his condu6l ; and he did not doubt of being 
able to do fo to the fatisfaBion of the 
Houfe. That the refumptipn made by the 
Coramiflioners qf the Treafury, of a fup^ 
pofed grant of the crown land, had been 
moft. unfairly reprefented. He wilhed the 
jioble Lord, iiiftead of the word property^ 
had Qnlv ukdpqfej^oji; and then he wo^ild 
- have truly defcnbed the fa6l, and the ph-f 
jeift. That upon i;be fipplicatio;? wde tp^ 

the 
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the board, by the perfon who hid difcover* xxxvu 
ed the defefi in the noble Duke's title, ^*-v--^ 
he cduld not confiftentl jr with his dutjr, as 
an officer of the crown, have rejfefted the 
claim made by that perfon. That if the 
noble Diike, inftead of being an opponent, 
had been the warmeft friend of an adminif- 
tration, the Treafury Board could not have 
a£led otherwife than they did, without a 
flagiamt violation of juftice; and as for 
that hutry and precipitation of which they 
wete accufed, he took upon him to contra- 
di6l the noble Lord in the moft pofitive mah- 
nef, and offered to prove at the bar of that 
Honfe, that they had proceeded, not only - 
wkl^ tempfer and deliberation, but with the 
utmoff attention to the interefts of the nobftt 
Duke, and* every poffible mark of refpeft to, 
his perfon ; and had protrafted their deci- 
fion to the very laft moment, allowed' by the 
rdes of the Board. With refpeft to the 
debt upon the Civil Lift, he neither had^ 
nor could have, any perfonal motives for 
wifliing to conceal from Parliament the par- 
ticulars of the extraordinary expetices, by 
which that debt had been incurred. That 
the perfons to whofe offices it belonged^ 
bad been cohftahtly employed in drawing up 

K 4 a ftate 
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xxkvf.' ^ ft^*^ ^f t^^' account, and . that they had 
received every poflible light and iD-formatioii 
from the officers of the Crown, in order to 
ihorten and facilitate the buiinefs : but it 
was ft work of infinite labour and extent; 
. and,' notwithftanding the utmoft diligence 
in the feveral public offices, could OQt yet 
be coinpleted, 

^ That in regard to foreign afFairs,^ he be* 
lieved the conduft of the King s Miniflers 
would bear the ftriftelt examination, an4 
would be found irreproachable. That, for 
his own part, he had never thought, nof 
had he ever affirmed, that the conditions 
of the late peace were fuch as the peoplp 
Jiad a right tr) v^xpetl, He had inaintaine4 
that opinion in former times, and no change 
of fituation fhould ever induqe him to re-? 
Jinquifh it. But that the peace bei^g once 
made, and th .fe adv^u'^a^es, whi(:h w^ 
might have expefted from s^ contmuance of 
^he war being now irrecovv rab;e,.heMroul4 
never advile the King to engage in another 
I war, as long as the dignity of, the Crown 
and the real intCiefls of the qation could 
be pre^e ved v^ itl out it, That what v^e had 
fuffered ulrea y b; Lreign c n. e£lions 
pught to warn us a^a^nft tn^. ging iightlyt 
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mquarrels^ in which we had no immediate xxxVf' 
concern, and to which we might probably * v-* 
facYifice our own moft effential interefts/ 

Earl of Chatham. * My I-ords, I meant ta, a»t^ 
to have rifen immediately to fecond the p^Jj ^ 
^notion made by the- noble Lord. The 
charge which the noble Duke feemed to 
think affefcled himfelf particularly, did un- 
doubtedly demand an early anfwer ; it was 
proper he Ihould fpeak before me, and I 
am as ready as any man to applaud the 
decency and propriety with which he h^S 
j^xpreiTed hiipfelft 

' I entirely agree with the noble Lord, 
both in the neceffiity of yoqr Lordlhips 
concurring with the motion, and in the 
principles and arguments by which he has 
very judicioufly fuppprted it. I fee clearly, 
that the cpmplexion of our Government has 
been materially altered ; and I can trace 
the origin of the alteration up to a periodt 
\yhich ought to have been an aera of hap** 
piqefs apd profpprity to this country, 

« 

f My Lords, I fhall give you my reafons 
fpf cQpcurring with the motion, not .mCi- ^ 

thodically,' 
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^xxxvL thodically, but as they occur to my mind. 

^'^^ I may wandcF, perhaps, from the exa& par- 
liamentary debate ; but I hope I ihall fay 
nothing but what may deferve your atten- 
tion, and what, if not ftri6lly proper at pre^ 
lent, would be fit to be faid, when the fiate 
of the nation fhalt come to be confidered. 
My uncertain ftate of health mud plead my 
excufe, I am now in fpme pain, and very 
probably may not be able to attend my duty 
when I define it; mod, in this Houfe. I 
thank God, my Lords, for having thus long 
prcierved, fo inconfiderable a being as I 
am, to take a part upon this great occalion, 
^nd to contribute my endeavours, fuch as 
they arej to reftorsi to fave, to confirm the 
Conftitntion, 

* My Lords, I need not look abroad for 
grievances. The grand' capital mifohief is 
fixed at home. It corrupts the very foun^ 
dation of our political exiftcnce, and preys 
upon th^ vitals of the State. — The Condi- 
tution h^s been grofsly violated^— Ta e Con-* 

STITUTIQN^ AT THIS MOMENT SrTANnS 

VIOLATED. Until that wound be healed, 
until the grievance be redrefled, it is in vaia 
to re^Qinmend union to Padia«»^iit; iti vain 

to 
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to promote concord among the people. If *^xxxvi, 
we mean ferioufly to unite the nation within ''\^!^ 
Itfel^ we muft convince them that theit 
complaints are regarded, that their inquiries 
ihadi be redreffed. On thit foundation I 
would.' take the lead in rec^Miimending peace , 
wd harmony to the people, On jiny other, 
I would never wilh to ke them united again. 
If the breach in the Conftitution be.effeflu^ 
ally repaired^ the people will of themfelvea 
leturn to a ftate of tranqmlUty-^If not-* 

MAY DISCGRP PREVAIL FOR JLVBR, % 

Jloow to what point this do3:pne ^nd this 
language will appear dix^led. But I fe^ 
the principles of an EngUlhman, and I uttet 
them without apprehenlioa or referve* The 
prifis is indeed alarming : — fo muiph the more 
id^S it require a. pi;udent .relaxation on thip 
fs9^ pf Government, K the ICix^'s fervantj 
will not permit 9 conftkuiional quefiion to 
|)a decided pn^ according to thedK^rms^ and 
md: on the prwteiples of the Copftitution, it 
pull ihpn be diecidfsd jq fome other man-^ 
per; i^nd i;ajthei: than it ibould be given- up^ 
li^thei^ thaiQ the nation (hould furrendeti 
th»r birthfrigbji to. a defpotic Minifter, I 
}m$^y my. Lprds^ pld as I aro.^ IJhallfee the 
filfiijm'km§H to iffm^ (iT^d /airly tried 
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XXXVI. ^^tween the people and the government. My 
^ ^ ^ Lord, this is not the language of fa£lion ; 
let it be tried by that criterion, by which 
""alone we can diiKnguifh what is f{i6iious^ 
from what is not — bynhe principles of the 
Englifti Conftitution. I have been bred up 
in thefe principles ; and know, that when 
the liberty of the fubjeft is invaded, and all 
redrefs . denied him, refiftance is j^ijftified^ 
If I had a doubt upon the matter, I fhould 
follow the example fet us by the moft reve- 
rend bench, with whom I believe it is a 
maxim, when any doubt in point of faith 
arifes, or any queftion of controverfy is 
ftarted, to appeal at once to the greateft 
fource and evidence of our religion — ^I mean 
the Holy Bible: the Conftitution has its 
Political Bible, by which, if it be fairly con- 
fulted, every political queftion may, and 
.ought to be determined. Magna Charta^ 
the Petition of Rights and the Bill of Rights, 
form that code which, I call the Bible of 
the Englijh Conjlitution. Had fome of his 
Majefty's unhappy predeceffors trufted lefs 
to the comments of their Mihifters, had 
they been better read in the text itfelf, the 
glorious Revolution would have remained 
only pofTible in theory^ and woul4 not now 

have 



6? THE BARL OP CHATHAM. 14I 

have exifted upon record a formidable ex^ xxxvi. 
ample to their fucceflbrs. 



»7^« 



^ * My Lords, I cannot agree with the noble 
DukC; that nothing Ick than an. immediate 
attack upon the honour or intereft of this 
nation, can^ authorife tfs to interpofe in de- 
fence of weaker ftates, and in Hopping the 
cnterprizes of an ambitious neighbour. 
Whenever that narrow^ felfifti policy, has 
prevailed in our councils, we. have con- 
ftantly experienced the fatal effefts of it* 
By fufFering;Our natural enemies to opprels 
the powers, lefs able than we are to make 
a refiftance, we have permitted them to en- 
cieafe their flrength, we have loft the mofl 
favourable opportunities of oppofing them 
with fuccefs ; and found ourfelves at laft 
obliged to run every hazard, in making that 
caufe our own, in which we were not wife 
enough to take part, while the expence and ^ 
danger might have been' fupported by 
others. — With refpetl to Corfica I (hall only 
fay, that France has obtained a more ufe- 
ful and important acquifition in one Pacific 
Campaign, than in any of her Belligerent 
Campaigns; at leaft while I had the honour 
of adminiftering the war againfthen The 

vord 
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xxxvit ^^rd mayi perhafjSi bfe thOiight fitigutsti^l 
^^'^"^ I mean only while I was the Minifteti chidfly 
entrulled with the cdnduft bf the war. I 
temember^ iny Lords^ the time when t^or- 
rain was incited to the CrOWn of Fl-ailce^ 
that too was^ in fome tnfeafiire^ a |>acific con-^ 
queft J slrid there were people who talked of 
it, as the noble Duke bow fpeak^ of Corfic'a^ 
France wa& permitted to take and keep poA 
feffion of a noble province ; and, according 
io his Grace's ideas^ we did right in nol 
oppdfing it. The effbft c^ thefe .acquifi^ 
lions, is, I cohfefs^ not immediate ; but they 
unite with the main body by degrees^ and^ 
in time, make a part 6f the national ftrengtb^ 
I fear^ my Lords, it is too mudh the tempei* 
of this country to he infenfible of the ap* 
proach of danger, until it comes with acdu* 
tnulated terrof upon us* 

' My Lords, the condition df his Majefty^s 
ftf&irs in Ireland, and thf; ftate of that 
kingdom within itfelf. Will uridpubtedly 
make a very material part- of your Lord-*^ 
fiiip's enquiry. I am not fufficiently in- 
formed to enter into the fufcjeS fp fully as 
i could wifb; but by what appears to th^ 
public, and from my own obfervatiarii I 

cotifeii 
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coixi^fs I cannot give the fiaioiftry xpuch crch %xxvu 
4it for the fpirit or prudence of their con-t 
du^. I fee, that even where their meafurea 
are well chofen, they . «ire incapable of car:* 
tyipg the?! through without forae uahappy 
mii^cture of weaA:ne& or imprudence.- 



Th^y are incapable of doing entirely rights 

My Lord«, I dp, from iny confcicnce, and 

from the beft weighed principles of my un* 

derftanding, applaud the augmentation of 

the army. As a military plan, I believe it 

has been judicioufly arranged. In a peli« 

tical view, I am convinbed it was for the 

welfare, for the lafety of the whole empire^ 

But, my Lords, with all thefe advantages^ 

with all thefe recommendations,, if I . had 

the honour of advifing his Majefty, I would 

never have confented to his accepting the 

augmentation, with that abfurd difhonour- 

able condition, which the miniftry h«»v€ fub-t 

xnitted to annex to it. My Lords, I. rever^j 

thejuft prerogative ofthe crown, and would 

. contend for it as warmly^ as for the rights 

of the people. They are linked together^ 

and naturally fupport each other. I would 

not touch a feather of ^ the prerogative^ 

The expreflibni perhaps, is too light; but 

fince I have made ufe of it, let^ me add^ 

that 
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XXXVI. that the intire command and power ot 3h 

^' ^ v^' ^ retting the lodal difpofition of thfe army is 

the royal prerogative, as the mafter-feathef 

in the eagk's'Wing; and if I Were permitted 

to carry theallilfion a little farther, I would 

fay, they have difarmed the imperial bird^ 

* the '^. Minijlrum Fulminis AiitcmJ' The 

army is the thunder of the crown. — The 

miniftry have tied up the hand which fhould 

direft the bolt» 

* My Lords, i remember that Minorca 
Was loft for want of four battalions. They 
could not be fpared from hence * and there 
was a delicacy about taking them from Ire- 
land^ I was one of thofe, who promoted ail 
enquiry into that matter in the other houfej 
and I Was convinced We had not regulai* 
troops fufficient for the neCefTary fervice of 
the nation* Since the moment the plan of 
augmentation was firft talked of, I have coii-^ 
flantly and warmly fupported it amohg my 
friends ; I have recommended it to feveral 
members of the Irifh Houfe of Commons^ 
and exhorted them to fupport it, with theif 
utmoft • intereft in parliament. I did not 
forefee, nor could I conceive it poffible, thd 
miniftry would accept of it^ with a condition!! 

that 
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thit makes the plan itfelf inefFeftual, and, as Scxxvi^ 
far as it operates, defeats every ufeful pur- 
pofe bf maintaining a {landing military force; 
His Majefty is now fo confined, by his pro- 
mife,that he muft leave twelve thoufaiid men 
locked up in Ireland, let the fituation of his 
affairs abroad, of the approach. of danger t6 
this country, be ever, fo alarming, unlefs 
there be an aftiial rebellion, or invafion, in 
Great Britain; Even in the two cafes ex- 
cepted by the king's promife, the mifchief 
muft have already begun to operate^ muft 
have already taken effeft, before his Majes- 
ty can be authorifed to fend for the iffift- 
ance of his Irifti army. VLt has not left 
himfelf the power of taking any preventa- 
tive meafures^ l^t his intelligence be ever fo 
certain, fet his apprehenfions of invafioh ot 
rebellion \>t ever fd well-founded : unlefs the 
traitor be a6lually in arms ; unlefs the enemy 
be in the heart of your country, he cannot 
move a fingle matt ff om Ireland*; 

* The following is an extrad): of the Lord Lieutenant's meflage 
to the l|ou(e of Commons of Ireland uppn this occaTiOn : 

'< TdwNSHEN*. Gentlemtfif '* I am tommanded, by hiS 
'< Majefty, to acquaint you^ that his Majefty^ upon the tnoft ma- 
'' tufe confideration of the (late and circumftances of this kingdom 
'* judged itabfolutely zttceffary, that a, i\i^mber of troops, not leili 

1 . Ibim 
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xxxv^ ' J f^^^ rayfelf compelled, my Lords, td 
return to that fubjfift which occupies and in- 
terefls me mofl; I mean the internal difordef 
of the confiitution, and the remedy it de- 
mands. But firft, I would obferve, there is 
one point upon which I think the noble 
Duke has not explained himfelf. I do not 
mean to catch at words, but, if poffible,, t6 
poffefs the fertfe of what I hear. I would 
treat every man with candour, and {hould 
expeft the fame candour in return. For the 
noble Duke, in particular, I have every per* 

<* than twelve thoufand men, commifConed jtnd fton.commiflioned 
" •fficers included, fhouldbe kept therein, for the better defence of 
.*< the fariie ; and that his Majefty, findhig (hat, coofiltent with the 
" general public fervice, the number before- mentioned cannot be 
** conftantly continued in Ireland, untcfs his army upon the Irifh 
^* eftabliihment he augmented to iSy^iS "^^>^ ^^ ^he whole, com- 
<< miilioned and non-cohuniflioned officers included ; His Majefiy 
** eameiUy recommends it to his faithful Commons to concur in a 
•* meafure, which his Majefly has extremely at hearr,'as neceflary 
<* not only for the honour and dignity of his crownr, tot the peace 
<• and fecurity of this kingdom. And I have, his Njajefty*s fpecial 
'< command to alltire you exprefsly, in his Majefty^s name, that it 
'* is his determined refe^uf ion, that upon fuch atijgmentation, a num^ 
« bcr of effeflivc troops, not lefs than 1 2,000 men, commiflioned 
** and non-com^niflioned officers included, fhall^ at all tiiftes, except 
'** in cafes of invafion or rebellioif in Great Britain, be kept within 
** this kingdom, for the better defence thereof." Lord Chat- 
ham's reafoning on the prefent meflfage, is certainly right, for if 
Bnglifli minidry were to determine upon the neceflity of fending 
for troops from Ireland, according to their own apprehenfTons or 
intelligence', the condition, with refpeft to Ireland, would be 
nugatory. 

fonal 
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fonal refpetl and regard. I never defire t6 ^xxxv?, 
iinderfland him, but as he wifties to be uri- 
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derftodd. His Grace, I think, has laid much 

ftrefs upon the diligence of the feveral pub- 
lic offices, and the affiftande given them by 
the Admiriiftrationj in preparing a ftate of 
the expences of his Majefty's civil gbvern- 
merit, for the information of Parliamefnt, and 
for the fatisfaflion df the publit. He has . 
given us a number of plaufible reafons for 
their not hiving yet been able to finifh the 
account ; but, as far as I am able torecolleftj 
he hjis not yet given us the fmallell reafon 
to hope, that it ever will be finilhed ; or that 
it ever will be laid before Parliamenti 

< 
* My Lords, 1 ani not iiYi]5ra6life^ in bufi- 
iiefs, and if, with all that apparent diligence^ 
and all that affiftande, which the noble Duke 
ipeaks of, the acddiidts in qiieftiori have not 
yet been rhade 'up, I -sua convinced there 
lii'uft be a defeft in fdme of the public offices^ 
which oiight to be ftriftly enquired into, arid 
ieverely punilhed; But^ my Lords, the waftei 
of the public money is notdfitfelf fo impor- 
tant as the pernicious piirpoffe td which wei 
have reafon to fuffie6l that rridney has been 
kpplied. For foiiae years paft, there has 
' L 2 been 
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%xxwu ^^^^ an influx of wealth into this country, 
which has been attended v^ith many fatal con- 
fequences, becaufe it has not been the regu- 
lar, natural produce of labour and induftry. 
The riches of A(ia have been poured in up- 
on us, and have brought with them not only 
Afiatic luxury, but, I fear, Afiatic principles 
of government. Without cohneftion^,, with- 
out any natural intereft in the foil, the im- 
porters of foreign gold have forced their 
way into Parliament, by fuch a torrent of 
private corruption, as no private hereditary 
fortune could refift. My Lords, not faying 
but what is within the knowledge of us all, 
the corruption of the people is the great ori- 
ginal caufe of the difcontents of the people 
therafelyes, of the enterprife of the Crown, 
and the notorious decay of the internal vi- 
gour of the Conftitution. For this great 
eyil fome immediate remedy muft be provi- 
ded ; and I confefs, my Lords, I did hope, 
that his ^][ajefiy's fefvants would n(H have 
fuffered fo many years of peace to reUpfe, 
without paying fome attention to an objeft^ 
whieh ought to eng?ige and intereft us all. 
I flattered myfelf I fhould fee fome barriers 
thrown up in defence of tlje Conftitijtion, 
fcOTie impediment formed to flop the rapid 

progrefi 
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progrefi ofcorraption. I doubt not vre all xxxvl 
agree that fomfething muft be done. I (hall ^'^^^ 
offer my thoughts, fuch as they are, to the 
confideriation of the Houfe; and I wifli that 
every noble Lord who hears me, would be 
as ready as I am to contribute his opinion to 
this important fervice. I will not call my ' 
own fentiments crude and indigefted^ it 
would be unlit forme tooffer any thing to. 
your Lordfhips, which I had not well confi- 
dered ; and this fubjefl, I own, has not long 
occupied my thoughts. I will now give them 
to your Lordfhips without referve. 

* Whoever underftands the thecwry of the 
Englifti Conftitution, and will compare it 
with the faft, muft fee at once how widely 
they differ. We muft reconcile them to each 
other, if we wifti to fave the liberties of this 
country ; wd muft reduce our political prac* 
tice, as nearly as poflible, to our principles. 
The Conftitution intended that there fhould 
be a permanent relation between the confti* 
tuent and reprefentative body of the people. 
Will any man affirm, that, as the Houfe of 
Commoos is now formed, that relatioft is irj 
any degree prefer ved? My Lords, it is not 
pjrefierved, it is deftroyed. Let us be cautious 

L 3 however^ 
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XXXVI* however, how we have recourfe to 
expedients. 
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* The boroughs of this country iiave pro- 
.perly enough been called the rotten parts of 
the Conftitution. I have Kved in Cornwall^ 
and without entering into any invidious 
particularity, have feen enough to juftify the 
iappellation. But in my judgement, my 
Lords, thefe boroughs, corrupt as they are, 
muft be confidered as the natural infirmity 
of the Conflitution. Like the infirmities of 
the body, we muft bear th6m with patience^ 
and fubmit to carry them about with us. The 
)imb is mortified, but the amputation mig^h^ 
be death. 

* Let us try, my Lords, whether fome gem 
tier remedies may not be difcovcred. Since 
we cannot cure the diforder, let us endea* 
vour to infufe fuch a portion of new health 
into the Conftitqtion, as may enable it tq 
fupport its mpft inveterate difeafes, 

* The reprefentation of the counties is, I 
think, ftill preferved pure and uneort-upted. 
That of the greateft cities is upon ^ footing 
equally refpcftable j and there are many of 
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the larger trading towns, which flill preferve x^xvl* 
their independence. The infufion of health *'*'"^C'^ 
which I now allude to, would be to permit 
every county to ele& one member more, in 
addition to their prefent reprefentation. The 
knights of the fjiires approach near^ft to the 
Conftitutional reprefentation of the country, 
becaufe they reprefent the foil. It is j)ot in 
the little dependent boroughs, it is the greats 
pities and counties that the ftrength and vi^ 
gour of the Conftitution refides, and by them 
alonej if an unhappy queftion fhould ever 
rife, will the Conllitution be honeftly and 
firmly defended. It would increafc that 
ftrength, becaufe I think it is the only fecu- 
rity we have againft the profligacy of the 
times, the corruption of the pepple, and the 
ambition of the crown, 

4 

* I think I have weighed every ppffible ob- 
jeftion that can be railed againft a plan of 
this nature; and I confefs I fee but one, 
which, to me, carries any appearances qf fo- 
lidity. It may be faid, perhaps, that when 
the afcl p^ifled for uniting the tvyo l^^ingdoms, 
the number of perfons who were to reprel'ent 
the whole nation in Parliament was propor* 
tioijed ^nd fixed on for ever— That this. 

L 4 limitation 
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v?A?' limitation is a fundamental article, and can^f 



^770. ^^^ be. altered without hazarding a, diflblU- 
tion of the Union, 



^ My Lords, no man who hears «ie can 
have a greater reverence for that wife an4 
important aa, than I have. I revere-the 
memory of that great Prince who firft form- 
ed the plan, and of thofc iUuftrious patriots 
who carried it into execution. As a con- 
tra6l, every article of it fhould be inviolable ; 
as the common bafis of the ftrength and 
happinefs of two nations, every article of it 
{hould be facred. I hope I cannot be fuf- 
petted of conceiving a thought fo deteftible, 
as topropofe an advantage to one of the 
contrafting parties at the expence of the 
other. No, my I^ords, I mean that the be* 
nefit fhould be univerfal, and the confentto 
receive it unanimous. Nothing iefs than a 
moft urgent and important occafion {hould 
perfuade me to vary even from the letter of 
the aft; but there is no occafion, however 
urgent, however important, that fhould ever 
induce me to depart from the fpirit of it,, 
Let that fpirit be religioufly preferved. Let 
us follow the principle upon which the re- 
prefentation of the two countries was pro- 

portionecl 
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pbrdbited it the Union ; and when we in-^ xxxvi! 
ereife the fturiiber of reprefentativeS fot the 
Englifli counties, let the (hires of Scotland 
be allowed an equal |)rivilege. On thefti 
tfef rtlsi ahd while the proportion litoited by 
the Union is pi^eferve^d by the two nations, I 
appi^eh^nd that no man who is a friend to 
eithfe^r, ^iH objeft to an aIteration,fo neceffa^ 
ry fbr the feciirity of both. I do not fpeak \ 

of the authority of the Legiflature to carry 
fuch a meafuaeintd effeS, becaufe I imagihd" 
no man will difpUte it. Biit I would not 
wiflji the Legiflature to ihterp6le by an exei*-* 
tion of its pdWer done, without the chearful 
ccJfacurrence of all parties. My objeft is the 
hi^pinefs and fecurity of the two nations^; 
iirid I would not wifli to obtain it without 
iheir mutual confent. 

' ' * . * 

^My Lords, befides iriy wariri appfoba- union 6f 
tiofi of the motion ma4e by the noble Lord, ham JX 
I have a natural and perfonal pleafure in mgliam. * 
rifing up to fecond it. I confider my fe- 
tbnding his Lordfliip's motion, and I 
would wilh it to be confidered by others, 
^s a public demonftration of that cordial 
uniori, whiph I am happy to affirm, fubfifts 
i)ettf6en us— of my attachment to thofe 

principle^ 
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xxxvi!* principles which he has fo well defended^ 
and of my refpeft for his perfon. There; 
has been a time, my Lords, when thofe 
who wiflied well to neither of us, who 
wifhed to fee us feparated for ever^ found 
a fufficient gratification for their malignity 
againd us both. But that time is happily 
at an end. The friends of this country 
will, I doubt, not, hear with pleafure^ that 
the noble Lord and his friends are now 
united with me and mine, upon a principle 
which, I truft, will make our union indiflb* 
luble. It is not to poflefs, or divide, the 
emoluments of go verrlment; but, ifpoQible^ 
to fave the ftate. Upon this ground we 
met — upon this ground we fland, firm and 
infeparable. No minifterial artifices, no 
private offers, no fecret fedu6iipn, cfin divifjjq 
us. United as we are, we can fet the pro- 
foundeft policy of the prefent miniftry, 
their grand, their only arcanum of govern^ 
}[nent, their 4ivi4^ ^t impera, 3t de^ance, 



^ I hope an early day will be agreed tQ 
for confidering the ftate of the natipn^ 
My infirmipes niuft f^ll heavily upon mc 
indeed, if I do not attend my duty that day^ 
\Vhen. J confider my age, and unhappy ftate 

of 
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of health, I feel how little I am perfonally xxxvi; 
interefted in the event of any political 
queftion : Biit I Iqok forwarito others, and 
am determined, ^s far as my, poor ability 
extends, to convey tothofe who come after 
me, the bleffings v^hich I cannot long hope 
enjoy myfelf/ 

The Houfe agreed to fixing the twenty, 
fourth day of Januar)^ for taking into con«f 
fideration the flare of the natiorf. But at 
that time there being no Lord Chancellor, 
the motion was adjourned to the fecond of 
February. — On the twenty-ninth of Janu^ 
ary, four days previpqs to the next debate, 
the Duke of Grafton refigned. The want • 
of a Lord Chancellor determined his Grace 
to quit his fituation. Even this refigna^ 
tion, added to the many others which had 
preceded it, had no effeft upon the Court, 
The refplutign of the private, or confiden- 
tia I cabinet, was Hill xoper/evere — to rely 
upon the power of the Crown-r-arid if that ^ 
wa^ not fufficient, to depend upon the army. 
The Duke of Grafton's place was given to 
Lord North : he was now Firft Lord of the 
Treafury, Chancellor of the Exchequer, and 
)4inifter of ^he Houfe of Commons. The 
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CHAP. Great Seal was put into commi(fioii» havincr 
' been refufed by Lord Mansfield and Sir 
^(9^7* Eardly Wilmot. The latter refufed 
on account of his age/ The former, be- 
cau fe his poft of Chief Jufticc of the Court 
of King's Bench afforded a more permanent 
emolument. 



CHAP. XXXVIL 

tori Chatham's Speech on the decifion of thi 
Houfe 0/ Commons on the Middle/ex EUBionr^ 
His Speech on Secret Influence — On the Civil 
Lijl, and dijmijfion of Lord Camden — FaB con- 
ctrning Queen Anne's Civil Lift — Mr. Grenville's 
KleUion Bill. 

< 

ON the fecond day of Febrtrary, 1770, 
the Houfe of Lords being in com^ 
mittee on the ftate of the nation. Lord 
Rockingham moved, That the Honfe of 
Commons, in the exercife of its judicature 
in matters of eleftion, is bound to judge 
according to the law of the land, and the 
known and eftablifhed law and cuflon) of 
parliament, which is part thereof, 

The 
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The Earl of Sandwich oppofed the mo. ^xxvfiu 
tion; and Lord Chatham replied to Lord ^^^J^ 
Sandwich. 



Lord Chatham began with obferving, that spwh^ 
the noble Lord had been very adroit in ^J^^^ 
referring to the Joumab, and in coUeding 
every circumftance that might aflifl; his ar- 
gument. Though my long and almoit 
continued infirmities, faid he, have denied 
me the hour of eafe to obtain thefe benefits, 
yfet, without the affiftance of the journals, 
or other collaterals, I can reply to both 
the precedents which his Lordfliip has 
produced. 

* I will readily allow the fa6ls to be as 
the noble Earl has ftated them, viz. That 
Lionel, Earl of Middlefex, as well as Lord 
Bacon, were both, for certain crimes and mif- 
demeanors, expelled this houfe, and incapa- 
citated from ever fitting here; without oc- 
cafioning any interference from the other 
branches of the Legiflature. 

* Neither of thefe cafes bear any analogy 
to the prefent cafe. They afieSed only 
lhcmfelv:es. The rights of no conftituent 

body 
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XXXVII. l>ocly were affected by them. It is notth^ 
TTo^ P^fo^ ^f Mr. Wilkes that is complained of; 
as an individual, he is perfonally mil of the 
dilpute. The caufeof c : mplaint the great 
caufe, is, that the inherent rights and fran- 
chifes of the people are, in this cafe, invaded, 
trampled upon, and annihilated^ Lord 
Baco% and Lord Middlefex reprefented no 
county, or city. The rights of no free- 
holder, the franchifes of no eleftor, ivefe 
deftroyed by their expulfion. The cafes 
are as widely different as north from fbuth; 
But I will allow the noble Earl a fucceda- 
neuih to his argument, which, probably, he 
has not as yet thought of. I will fuppofe 
lie urges, " That whatever authority gives a 
feat to a Peer, it is, at leafl equally as re- 
fpetlable as to it Commoner, and that, both 
in expulfion and incapacitation, the iiijur)^ 
is direfcHy the fame :'* — Granted; and I will 
further allow, that if Mf. WiLkes had not 
been re-eleded by the people, the fiffl ex- 
pulfion, I believe, would be efficient. There- 
fore, my Lord.<5, this comparl fort ceafcs; for^ 
except thefe noble Lords mentioned, had 
received a frefh title^ either by birth or 
patent, they could not poffibly have any 
claim after the firft gxpulfion. ' The fioble 

Lord 



\ 
\ 



6P THE EARL OP CHATHAM. 



»59 



Lord aflcs, " How came this doftrine to ^j^xyfi. 
be broached ?" And adds, " Who fliould *— ^^^ 
be more tenacious of their liberties and 
privileges than the members themfelves?" 
In refpeft to the latter part of this queftion, 
I agree none Ihould be fo proper as thera- 
felves to proteft iheir own rights and -pri- 
vileges; and I fincerely lament that they 
have, by their recent conduft, fo far for- 
got what thofe privileges are, that they have 
added to the long lift of venality from 
Efau to the prefect day. In regard to the 
firft part, " How came this dofclrine to be 
broached?'* I muft tell the noble Lord it is 
as old as the Cpnftitution itfelf ; the liber- 
ties of the people, in the original diftribu- 
tion of government, being the firft thing 
provided for; and in the cafe of Mr. Wilkes, 
though we have not inftances as numerous 
as in other cafes, yet it is, by no nieans, the 
lefsconftitutional ; like a comet in the fir- 
tnament, which, however it may dazzle and 
furprife the vulgar and untutored, by unfre* 
quency of its appearance, the philofopher, 
verfed in aftronomic fcience, it atFe6ls no 
more than any other common procefs of 
nature, being perfectly ftmple, and to him 
perfeftly intelligible. Need I remind you 

my 
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xxxvfii "^y Lordsj at this period, of that commbri 
^"tj^ fchool-boy pofitioHi " that the conftitu- 
tion of this count:y depends upon JKing, 
Lords^ and .Commons, that each by its powd- 
er is, a balance to the other/' If this is not 
the cafe, why were the three eftates con- 
ftituted ? Why (hould it be neceffaiy before 
an a6l of parliament takes place, that their 
mutual concurrence fhould be had. My 
Lords, I am afhamed to trudge in this com- 
mon track of argument; and havenoapo- 
* logy to make, but that I have been drawn 
into it by the noble Lord's afTerting, " We 
had no right to interfere with the privileges 
of the other Houfe." 

* The noble Earl has been very exafl inl 
his calculation of the proportion of perfons 
who have petitioned; and did the affair 
reft, merely^ on this calculation, his ar- 
gument would be unanfwerable; but will 
he confider what numbers^ whofe private* 
fentiments felt all tlie rigour of parliarment- 
ary proceedings, but for want of a few prin- 
cipals to call them together, and colleft 
their opinions, have never reached the ear 
of their fovereign. If we add to this num-: 
ber, tjjie intereft made ufe of on the fide of 

govern* 
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government/ to fuppreft all petitions,* with %xicviU 
the authority that placemen have necefFarily ^ y ^. 
over their d^pepdantSj it is very fur- 
prifing, that out of forty counties, thirteen 
had fpirit and independence fufficient to " 
ftera fuch a tide of venality. But I will 
fuppofe that this was not the cafe, that no 
undue influence was made ufe of, and that 
hence but one third of the people think 
themfelves aggrieved. Are numbers tocon- 
ftitute right? Are not the laws of the land 
fixed and unalterable ? And is not this pro- 
ceeding domplained of, or any other, (fup- 
ported* even but by one), to be tried and 
adjudged by thefelaws? Therefore, how- 
ever the noble Lord may excel in the doc* 
trine of calculation as a fpeculative matter^ 
it can by no means ferve him^ urged in the 
courfe of argument* ' . 

*. Let Us not thett. My Lords, be oeaf to 
the alarms of the people,, when thefe a^^rms 
are founded on the infrinjjeimerit of their 
rightSt — Let us not fit neuter and inattentive 
to the proceedings of the other Houfe* 
We are, equally with thatHoufe^ entruiled 
with the people'^ rights, and we Cannot 
confciendoufly difch vge our duties without 

Vol. It M our 
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S.xxvni ^^^ interference, whenever we find thofe 
'^-r^ rights, in any part of the - conftitution, 
trampled on. 

; * I have, my Lords, trefpafled on your 
patience at this late hour of the night, 
when the length of this debate mufl; have 
fatigued your Lordfliips confiderably. But 
I cannot apologize in a cafe fo deeply inte- 
refting to the nation — no time can be too 
long — lio time can be loft — no hardlhips 
can be complained of. 

• He condemned theconduft of the Houfc 
of Commons in terms of afperity. He de- 
nominated the vote of that Houfe, which 
had made Colonel LuttreL reprefentative 
Ibr Middlefex, a grofs invaiion of the 
Rights of Eleftion— a dangerousi violation 
of the Englifti Conftitution— a treacherous 
furrender of the invaluable privilege of a 
freehold, and a corrupt facrifice of their 
own honour. They had ftript the ftatute 
book of its brighteft ornaments, to gild the 
-wings, not 6f prerogative, but of unprinci- 
pl^ faftion and lawlefs domination. To 
gratify the refentmfents of fome individuals, 
the laws had been M^k^L, ' ttatti^ted <<poB, 
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and deftroyed — thofe laws, which had beeii xxxviu 
made by the ftem virtue of their anceftors, '""T^ 
the iron barons of old, to Whom we were 
indebted for all the blcflings of our prefent 
Conftitution ; to whofe virtue and whofe 
blood, to whofe fpirit in the hour ofcon- 
teft, ai;id to whofe tendernefs in the triumph 
of viftory^ the filken barons of this day, 
owe their honours and their feats, and both 
Houfes of Parliament owe their continu- 
ance. Thefe meafures, he faid, made a 
part of that unhappy fyftem, which had 
been formed in the prefent reign, with a 
view to new-model the Conftitution, as well 
as the Government. Thefe meafures ori^ ' 
ginated, he would not fay, with his Ma- 
jefty*s knowledge, but in his Majefty^s 
Councilsi The Commons had flavifhly 
obeyed the commands of his Majefty's fer- 
vants, and had thereby exhibited^ and pfov-^ 
ed to the convifclion of every man, what 
might hivt been only matter of fufpiciori 
before — thM Minijiers held a corrupt irtflu-^ 
ence in Parliament — it was demonftrable — 
it was indifputable. It was therefore parti- 
cularly neceflary fof their Lordftiips, at 
this critical and alarming period, fo full of 
jealoufy and apprehenfion, to flep forwards^ 
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and oppofe themfelves, on the one hand, to 
the juftly incenfed, and perhaps fpeedy in- 
temperate rage of the people; and on the 
other, tp the criminal and malignant con- 
dufcl of his Majefty's Miniflers: that they 
might prevent licentioufnefs on the one fide, 
and depredation On the other. Their Lord- 
fliips were the conftitutional barrier between 
the extremes of liberty and prerogative^' 

The Houfe being in a Committee, the 
queftion was* put. Whether the Speaker 
ihould refume the chair? which was decided 
in the affirmative by a great majority. 

- Th^queftion being now got rid of, and 
notwithftanding it was paft twelve o'clock, 
the Earl of Marchmont made the following 
motion: '• That any refolution of this Houfe, 
direftly or indirefclly impeaching a j.udg- 
ment of the Houfe of Commor^s in a, matter 
where their jurifdi£lion is competent, final, 
and conclufive, would be a violation of the 
conftitutional right of the Commons, tends 
to make a breach between the two Houfes 
of Parliament, and leads to a general con- 
fufion." 

••'It 
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* « It flhould feem that the Scotcfh kept xxxvu! 
this motion in their pockets ; and th^t they ^""[^1^ 
referved themfelves for it ; as neither the 
Earl o^ Marchmont, who made it, nor Lord 
Mansfield, who fupported it, opened their 
mouths till now ; when they both fpoke with 
great vigour. The Earl of Marchmnt 
threw out; by way of menace to the Oppo* 
fition, that if they went one flep further, 
they would juflify the neceffity of calling 
in foreign affiftance. The Duke of Rich^ 
mond called him to order, and alked for 
an explanation of the words foreign ajjijl- 
ance. But h^JImffied it off'. Lord Mans^ 
field, in a long fpeeeh inhfted, that their 
Lordfhips had no right to interfere in any 
determination of the Commons. The E^rl 
of Egrnont faid, the late petitions were highly' |*|J^^^^. 
cenfurable ; the people had no right, nor 
even claina of right, to prefent fuch peti- . 
tions-^hey were treafonable. 

This harfti denunciation of the petitions, Je»ti of 

I 1 1 • T-» 1 r» ^f » Chatham. 

brought up the Earl of Chatham. His 
Lordlhip declared, *^ that however indig- 
pant he might feel upon fuch a dreadful 

* From t]>e London Mi}f<umi vol. i^ page 190. It *s not 
known that any other account of this debate wai taken. 
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fentence upon the petitioners, he hoped 
they would only fmile when they heard it. 
He thanked Lord Marchmont for his lenity^ 
in permitting the petitioners to have their 
hieads on one day longer : and faid the peti- 
tions were laudable and conftitutional ; and 
the right of the people, to prefent them, 
undoubted. He then replied to Lord 
Mansfield, and (hewed the neceflity of the 
Houfe of Lords interfering, in cafe of an 
invafion of the people's liberties, or an un- 
conftitutional determination of the Houfe 
of Commons; and he affirmed, that the 
cafe of the county of Middlefex fell under 
both thofe denominations. Then he con- 
jured them, by the noble blood which had 
run for fo many ages in their veins, and by 
the poble ftruggles of their anceftors in be- 
half of liberty, not to behold with indiffer- 
ence a tranfa6tion fo alarming; and modeftly 
faid of himfelf, for his own part, he was 
hardly warm in his feat. He quoted Lord 
Somers and Chief Juftice HoLt, in fupport 
of' his law ; and drew their charatlers very 
finely. He called them honeji men^ who 
knew and loved the Englifli Conftitution« 
Then turning to Lord Mansfield^ he faid, 
/with ajhcer) I yow tp God I think tjie noble 
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Lord equals them both'— zn abilities/ To- ^^xvf j^ 
wards the concluiion he complained ftrongly 
of the motion's being fudden^ and made at 
midnight, and prefl(?d the neceflity of aiT 
adjournment of only two dfOys. He faid, 
among other things, if the Conftitutioa 
muft be wounded, let it not receive its morr 
tal ftab at this dark and midnight hour, 
when honeft men are afleep in their beds, 
and when only felons and aflaffins are 
feeking for prey/ 

At half paft one in the morning the 
queftion was put, and decided in the aifiri- 
mativep 

On the fecond day of March 17.7c, a mo- 
tion was made in the Houfe of Lords by 
Lord Craven^ for an Addrefs to the King, 
requefting his Majefty would put his Royal 
Navy on fueh a footing as to fecure refpe6l 
to his Crown, and prote6lion to the trade of 
his Aibjefts, * ' 



£arl of 
Charham's 



The Earl of Chatham fupported this mo- 
tion. ^ He condemned the condutl of the I?cr7^n° 
miniftry in every particular, concerning the ^"m?s* 
Navy, Having gone through great part of 

. M4 the 
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Kxxvu. *^^ fiibjeft, he took occafion to fpe^ of 
^^y the Secret Influence, which had pervaded 
the. counFels of the prefent reign. He de- 
fcribed this influence as having fubfifted 
from the firft moment of his Majefly's ac- 
ceflion. He cafle;d it dangerous, bafe, un» 
conftitutional and wicked. It had under, 
mined and overturned every admihiflxation, 
however conftituted or fupported. He fpoke 
' he faid, of an invilible, unrefponfible influ- 
ence — of the pernicious counfels of a favou- 
rite, who had occaiioned all the unhappi-r 
nefs and difturbances in the nation, and 
whofe agents had extended his pernicious 
politics and principles to the government 
and terror of the colonies ; from all which 
he deprecated the worft of misfortunes. 
That although this favourite was at the pre- 
fent abroad, yet, his influence, by his con- 
fldential agents, was as potent as if he were 
prefent. Who does not know the Mazari- 
nade of France — that Mazarine abfent, was 
Mazarine ftill. What is there, he aflced, 
to diftinguilh the two cafes? The tranfac- 
tion of the late peace was a great proof, 

amongft many others, of his influence^ 

that meafure was his* Others participated 
in the guilt, bu^. he was the principal, 

Then 
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Then railing his voice, he afferted in a man- xxxvnt , 
ly and dignified tone, That this Country 
WAS SOLD at the late peace ; that we were 
SOLD hythe Court of Turin to the Court of 
France : What more perfons were concern* 
ed he would not at prefent ftate; but what 
Jie had ftatcd was an indifputable fact^ 

* 

* He hirafelf had been duped by this fe* 
cret influence at the moment when he leaft 
JufpeQed treachery; when the profpefl was 
fair, and when the appearances of confidenc6 
were ftrong; in particular, at the time when 
he was taken ill, and obliged to go to Bath 
for a ftiort week; he had before he let out, 
formed, with great pains, attention and de» 
Jiber'ation, fome plans, which as he con- 
ceived, were highly interefting and of the 
ptmoft importance to this country^T^hich 
liad been approved in Coimcil, and to which 
the King himfelf had given hi/ approbation. 
But when he returned, he found his plans 
were all vanilhed into thin 4ir, 

* When I was earneftly called upon for 
the public fervice, I came frjom Somerfetlhire 
with wings of zeal, I conlented to preferv'e 
fipeacp which I abominate^ ; a peace I would 

not 



I 



imQ ANECDOTES AHD SPEECHES 

xxxvnl ^^^ make, but would preferve when made* 
^"■^T"^ I undertook to fupport a Government by 
law ; but to fliield no man from public juftice. 
Thefe terms were accepted, I thought with 
fincerity accepted. I own I was credulous^ 
I was duped, I was deceived ; for I iooa 
found that there was no original Admi- 
iiiflration to be fufFered in this country. 
The fame fecret inviiible influence ftill pre- 
vailed, which had put an end to all the fuc* 
qeffive adminiftrations, as foon as they op« 
pofed or declined to a6i under it/ 

Here the Duke of Grafton rofe and (aid^ 
I rife to defend the King ; though, if I 
underiland rightly the words which have 
been fpoken, they are only the effefis of a 
dillempered mind, brooding over its owa 
4ifcontent, 

To which Lord Chatham replied, * I rife 
neither to deny, to retrad, nor to explain 
away the words I have fpoken. As for his 
Majefty, I always found every thing graci- 
ous and amiable in the Clofet ; fo amiably 
condefcending as apromife, in every repeat* 
ed audience, not only to forgive, but to fup- 
ply xht defefts of health by bis cbearful fijp- 

port, 
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port, and fay the ready afliftance of all his x "xvn, 
immediate dependants, &c. Inflead of this, ^ ' v ^** ^ 
all the obftacles and difficulties which attend- 
ed every great and public meafure, did not 
arife from thofe out of Government : they 
were fuggefted, nouriftied and fupported by 
that fecret influence I have mentioned, and 
fay the induftry of thofe very dependants : 
firft by fecrei treachery ; then by official in- 
fluence; afterwards in public Councils. A 
long train - of thefe praftices has at length 
unwillingly convinced me, that there is forae- 
thing behind the Throne greater th^n the 
King himfelf. As to the noble Duke, there 
was in his conduft, from the time of my be- 
ing taken ill, a gradual deviation from every 
thing that had been fettled and folemnly 
agreed to by his Grace, both as to meafures' 
and men ; till at la ft there were not left two 
planks together of the fliip which had been 
originally launched. As to a difl:empered 
mind, I have a drawer full of proofs that 
my principles have never given way to any 
difeafe ; and that I have always had ftjffici- 
ent vigour of mind remaining to fupport 
them, and confequently to avoid all thofe 
fn^res, which from time to time have been 
fo artfully laid to take advantage of my flate 

of 
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xxxvih of health; his Grace can witnefs better than 
^"^"-^ any other man, becaufe he has himfelf the 
letters which fuflSciently prove it.*' 

The motion was negatived. 

On the fixteenth day of March, a motion 
was made, to appoint a Committee to en- 
quire into the ftate and expenditure of the 
Civil Lift. 

6 eeeh (Ml Lo^d Chatham fpoke in fupport of the 
iJft ^ind niotion, * He faid the Civil Lift was appro* 
tf^liowT priated, in the firft inftance, to the fupport 
Ptmdcn. ^^ ^j^^ Q-^-j Government ; and in the next 

to the honour and dignity of the Crown, 
In every other refpeft, the minute^ and par» 
ticulfir expences of the Civil Lift are as 
open to Parliamentary examination and en- 
quiry, in regard to the application and abufe 
as any other grant of the people, to any o- 
ther purpofe: and the Minifters are equally 
or more culpable for incurring an unprovid^ 
ed expence, and arrears in this fervice, as 
for any other. The preamble of the Civil 

• The latter pirt of this fpcech is"cDpic4 from the London 
Mufeum^ vpl, I. pge 94^, 

Lift 
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LiftaQs prove this; and none but n^ovices, xxxvfi 
will ever aft without proper regard to them : "^^^ 
dnd therefore, I can never confent to encreafe 
fraudulently the Civil Eftabliftiment, under 
pretence of making up deficiencies ; nor will 
I bid fo high for Royal favor : ahd the Mi- 
nifter who is bold enough to fpend the peo- 
ple's money, before it is granted (even thoUgh 
it- were not for the purpofe of corrupting 
their reprefentatives), and thereby leaving 
the people of England no other alternative, 
but either to difgrace their Sovereign, by 
not paying his debts, or to become the prey ^ 
of eveiy unthrifty or corrupt Minifter — fuch 
Minift^r deferves death. 

* The late good old King had fomething 
of humanity, and araongft other royal and 
manly virtues, he poffeffed juftice, truth, and 
fincerity, in an eminent degree; fo that he ' 
had fomething about him, by which it was 
poffible to know whether he liked you or 
difliked you.* 

« 

*• It is proper to obferve, that when Lord Chatham was forced 
out of office in October 1 761, the King's Civil Lift not only ftood 
dear of all i;icumbrances, but there was a balance at that time in 
the exchequer due to the crown, of upwards, of one hundred and 
twenty thoufand pounds. See Secret SefvUe in Chap. xxii. 

'I have 
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Xxxvn. ^ ^ ^^^^ '^^^^ *^'^ ^^^ ^ ^^^ * |)enfi<lrf^ 

^-^^"^ and that I have rc^commetided others topea* 

1770, ^ ^ . r 

fioiw* It is true j and here is a lift of them : 
you will find there the names of General 
Amkerfi, Sir Edward Hawke^ and feveral o- 
thers of the fame nature; they were given as 
rewards for real fervices, and as encourage- 
ments to other gallant heroes* They were 
honourably earned in a different fort of cam- 
paigns than thofe at Weftminfter ; they were 
gained by atUons^ full of danger to them« 
felves, of glory and benefit to this nation 5 
not by corrupt votes of bafenefs to the de* 
ftruftion of their country, 

* You will find no fee ret fervices there, 
and you will find, that when the warrior 
was recompenfed, the Member ®f Parlia- 
ment was left free. You will likewife find 
a penfion of 1500!. a year to Lord Camden* 
I recommended his Lordfhip to be Chancel* 
lor; his public and private virtues were ac- 
knowledged by all ; they made his ftation 
more precarious. I cotSd not reafonably 
expeft fiom him, that he would quit the 
Chief ^ufticeftiip of the Common Pleas^ 
which he held for life, and put himfelf in 
the power of thofe who were not to be trailed, 

U> 
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to be difmiffed from the Chancery, perhaps xxxvui 
the day after his appointment. The pub- ^ 
lie has not been deceived by his condufl. 
My fufpicions have beenjuftified* His in- 
tegrity has made him once more a poor arid 
a private man ; he was difmiifed for the opi- 
nion he gave in favour of the right of elec- 
tion in the people." 

Here Lord* Marchmont, who lately 
talked of foreign force, called Lord Chat- 
ham |p order. Some Lords called out •* to 
thebar^ to the bar!" Lord Marchmont 
moved, that Lord Chatham's words ihould 
be taken down. 

Lord Chatham feconded the motion and 
added, * I neither deny, retraft, nor explain 
thefe words. I do re-affirm the faft, arid I 
delire to meet the fenfe of the Houfe; I 
appeal to the honour of every Lord in 
this Houfe, whether he has not the fame 
conviftion." 

Lord Rockingham, Lord Temple, and 
wany other Lords, did upon their honour 
affirtn the fame« 

Lord 
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/ 
xxxvii. Lord Sandwich and Lord WEYMOUTri 

^--T"^ would have withdrawn the motion; but 

Lord Marchmont^ encouraged by Lord 

Mansfi£LD, perfifled^ and/ moved, that 

nothing had appeared to juflify fuch an 

' aflertion. 

Lord CuATHAiA, ' My words remain uh- 
tetrafted, unexplained^ and re-affirmed. I 
defire to know whether I arti condemned^ 
or acquitted ; and whether I may ftill pxe- 
,fume to hold up my head as high ^s the 
noble Lord, who moved to have my wordj 
taken down/ 

9 

To this no anfwer was given. 

Lord CiiAtHAM was reproached With 
liaving recommended the Duke of Graf- 
ton; and that he had forced his Grace on 
the King as his firft Miniften 

Lord Chatham replied, ' I advifed his 
Majefty to take the Duke of Grafton as 
firft Lord of the Treafury^ but there is fuch 
a thing as time as well as tide; and the con- 
duft of the noble Duke has Convinced mc, 
that I am as likely to be deceived as any 

other 
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Other man, and as fallible as my betters, xxxvff* 
It was an expreffion of that great Miailler ""^^fio^ 
Sir R. WAtPOLE, upon a debate on th6 
army in the year 1737, " thofe who gave 
the power of blood, gave blood/' I will 
beg leave to parodi:ie the expreflion, and 
fay, thofe who gave the means of corrup- 
tion, gave corruption. / will trujl no So^ 
vereign in the world with the means of pur'^ • 
chafing the liberties oj the people. When I 
had the honour of being the Confidential 
keeper of the King's intention, he affured 
me, that he riever- intended to exceed the 
allowance which was made by parhament^ 
and therefofe, my Lords, at a time wheck 
there are no marks of perfonal diflipatioil 
in the King, at a time when there are no 
marks of any confiderable fums havitig beert 
expended to procure the fecrets of our ene- 
mies; that a requeft of ah enquiry into the 
expenditure of the Civil Lift ftiould bcS 
Jfefufed, is to me moft extraordinary* Does 
the King of Etigland want to build a palace 
equal to his rank aiid dignity? Does he 
Want to encourage the polite and ufeful arts? 
Does he mean to reward the hardy veteran, 
who has defended his quarrel in many a 
irough campaign, whofe falary does not equal 
VoJL. Ill N that 
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xxxvn *h^^ of fome of your fervants? Of does 
^— ^ he mean, by drawing the purfe-ftrings of 
his fubjefts, to fpread corruption through 
the people, to procure a Parliament, like 
a packed jury, ready to acquit his Minifters 
at all adventures. I do not fay, my Lords, 
that corruption lies here, or that corruption 
lies there; but if any gentleman ip England 
were to afk me, whether I thought both 
Houfes of Parliament were bribed, IJhovld 
laugh in his face, and fay, " Sir, it is not 
** fe." My Lords, from all that has been 
faid, I think it mufl: appear, that an en- 
quiry into the ftate and expenditure of the 
Civil Lift revenue is expedient, proper and 
juft; a refufal ,of it at this time will only 
add ridicule to difgrace, and folly to enor-* 
mity/ 

The motion was negatived. 

f ^ • 

^^ On this fubjea of the Civil Lift, it can- 
cwa Lift* ^^^ ^^ improper to ftiew the falfity of a 

compliment paid by ,Boyer, Tlndal, SmoUet, 
Goldfmith, _^nd other writers, and even by 
fome Members of former Parliaments, in 
their fpeeches, when it has fuited their pur- 
pofe, to the late Queen Anne. TJiey fay^ 

that 
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that fdr four years, (he gaVe one hundred xxxvtu 
thoufand pounds per annum, but of heir '^^ 
Civil Lift, towards carrying on the war 
ag&mft France ; and from hence they deduce 
kn argumient in proof of the oecononiy and 
patriotifm of that Prmccfs. If the affertiori 
had been true, the argument might have 
pafled without notice. But when a conipli^ 
ment of this fort is paid, not only without 
foundation, but at the expence of truths 
and of the nation; it is prefumed that it 
will riot be thought improper to ftate the 
t'afl, for the information of thofe, who ha\ (i 
hot the Journals of Parliament, and other 
ddcuriients in their pofTeffion; 

In faa,this pretended gerierofity was onef 
bf the nioft fcandaloiis aftions that the 
Cro^^n ever committed by any Adminiftra* 
tion. it was a manifeft and grofs cheat 
iipon the Public, who were extravagant 
lofersbyit; for fonie time after; viz. itpori 
the 25th bf June, 1713, thfe Queen ac- 
quainted the Houle bf Commons, by mefi 
iage, that fhe had cbntrktted a very large 
debt upon her Civil Lift revenues; which 
file was unable to pay, and therefore de- 
fired to make them good; and fuchwas 

N2 tlie 
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kxxvn- *^^ complaifance of a Tory Parliament, that 
"^^^^^ notwithftanding the deteftation which,muft 
have arifen in every honeft breaft, upon'the 
deleft ion of this clumfey juggle, and though 
Mr. Smith, one of the Tellers of the Ex- 
chequer*, honeftly informed the Houfe, 
that the eftimate of this debt was aftonifh- 
ing to him, being made to amount to Augufl 
1710, to 400,000!. Whereas, he was able 
to affirm from his own knowledge, that it 
amounted at that time to little more than 

m 
\ • 

loOjOOol. and though many others under- 
took to prove, that the funds given for 
700,oool. had, in reality, amounted to 
8oo,oool. and though thefe gentlemen had 
prevailed fo far as to procure an addrefs to 
the Crown for an account of the Civil Lift 
debt at Midfummer, 1713, and for a yearly 
account of the net produce of the Civil 
Lift revenue, no regard was paid to this 
information, nor to this addrefs; none of 
thefe accounts were ever permitted to be 
laid before the Houfe, and upon the yery 
next day they voted no lefs a fum than 
500,0001. for this fervice.---This is the truth, 



♦ The Tellers of the Exchequer were at that time Memfiers of 
Parliament. 1 hey were excluded by Lord Bath's A6t, 1 74.5. 
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and tlie whde truth, of that generous ex- ^xlcvii 
ploit of thci daughter of Kipg Jame s 11. It ^^ 
was a mean trick, by which the nation 
was cheated of 400,000!. — This Queen had 
as many private vices, and as few public 
virtues, as any Prince or Princefs of her 
family^ -^ 

On the fifth day of April, Mr. Gren- 
ville's Bill for trying Controverted Elec- 
tions, was brought from the Houfe of Com- 
mons by Mr. Ghenville, attended by 
one hundred Members- 

Lord Chatham fupported the Bill, and ^^j^"* 
pafTed fame very elegant encomiums upon ^Bfu.**** 
it. He then faid, That as he had begun 
his life out of a Court, he hoped he ftiould 
end it out of a Court. He had no view 
of intereft. All he meant was to roufe his 
country to a juft fenfe of the bleffings of 
this Conftitution* Then he defired that 
the Houfe might be fummoned after the 
Holidays, for he defigned to bring in a Bill 
to rcverfe the proceedings of the Houfe 
of Commons on the Middlefex Eleftion. 
He declared that his intention by this Bill, 
was to give the people a ftrong and tho- 

N3 rough 
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x^Afii rough fenfe of the great violation of the 
•^^^^ Cpnftitution, by thofe unjuft a|id arbitrary 
proceedings. 

CHAP, xxxvra. 

Lord Chatham*s Bill on the Middle/ex EieSion^ 
and Speech in fupport of the Bill— Lord Chat- 
ham's Motion^ and Speech^ on the King*s AnJ-mtr 
to a Petition from the City of London — His 
Motion for a Diffolution of Parliament — Som^ 
Heads of a Speech on Reprefentafion — His f^etter 
to Lord Temple on that SubjeS — Anecdote on thei 
fame SubjeH from Lord Buchanrr.Gots int(^ 
Somerfetfhire. 

ON the firftday of Msiy, 1770, the E^l 
of Chatham prefented tq the Hpufe 
a Bill, intituled, 

A Bill for reverfing the adjudications of 
the Houfe of Commons, whereby Jqh^ 
Wilkes, Efq; has been adjudged incapa* 
ble of being eledled a Member ^o ferve.iij 
this prefent Parliament, and the freeholders 
» of the county, of Middlefex have been de- 
ptived of one pf their legal reprefentatives, 

The faid Bill was read the firft time. 

The 
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The following is an accurate copy of the ^x^cvm 

BilL 



1779^ 



A Bill Jar reverfing the adjudications of 
the Houfe of Comrdons^ whereby John 
Wilkes^ Efq; has been adjudged inca^ 
pabU of being eleded a Member tofervt 
in this prefent Parliament, and the 
Freeholders of the County of Middle fex 
have been deprived of one of their legal 
Reprefentatives. 

WHEREAS the capacity of being eleft- 
ed a Reprefentative of the Commons in 
Parliament (is under known limitations of 
law) an original inherent right of the fubjeft; 
and forafmuch as to deprive the fubjeft of 
this high franchife and birth-right, other- 
wife than by a judgment according to the^ 
law of the land, and the conftant eftab- 
li(hed, ufage of Parliament conformable 
thereto, and part thereof, is direftly con- 
trary to the fundamental laws and freedom 
of this realm, and in particular to the a6l, 
^ declaring the rights and liberties of the 
^ fubjeft, and fettling the fucceffion of the 
♦^ crown/' at the ever-memorable period af 

N 4 the 
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xxjcvni the Revolution; when free ele£lion of Mem- 
^"^""^ bers of Parliament was exprefsly vindicated 
and fecured. 

And whereas John Wilkes, Efq; having 
been duly elefled apd returned a knight 
of the {hire to ferve in this prefent Parlia- 
ment for the county of Middlefex, was, on 
the 17th of February, 1769, without being 
heard, adjudged incapable of being elefted 
a Member to ferve in this prefent Parlia* 
ment, by a refolution of the Houfe of Cpm- 
mons, as follows : 

« Refolved, 
" That John Wilkes, Efq; having been 
in this feflion of Parliament expelled this 
Houfe, was and is incapable of being 
elefted a Member to ferve in this prefent 
Parliament/* 

And whereas on the fame day the Taid 
Houfe of Commons farther refolved ,as 
follows : '^ That the late eleftion of a knight 
of the {hire to ferve in this prefent Parlia- 
ment for the county of Middlefex is a void 
eleftion ;" 

And ' 
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And whereas the faid John Wilkes, xjcxvui 
Efq; having been again duly elefted and ^■" v ''^. 
returned a knight of the (hire to ferve in 
this prefent Parliament for the county of 
Middlefex, the faid Houfe of Commons did, 
oi> the 17th of March, 1769, refolve in the 
words following " That the eleftion and 
return of John Wilkes, Efq; who hath 
been by this Hqufe adjudged incapable of 
being eleded a Member to ferve in this pre* 
fent Parliament, are null and void : 

And whereas the faid JbHN Wilkes, 
Efq; havipg been 'again duly elefted aiid 
returned a knight of the (hire, to ferve in 
the prefent Parlianient for the county of 
Middlefex aforefaid, and having on the 
original poll-books, eleven hundred and 
forty-three votes in his favour, againft two 
hundred and ninety-fix, in favour of Henry 
Lawes Luttrell, Efq; the Houfe of 
Commons did, on the 15th of Apfil, 1769, 
without a hearing of parties, and in manifeft 
violation of the indubitable fight of the 
Freeholders of the county of Middlefex to 
chufe their reprefentatives in Parliament, 

rpfol ve fis follows ; 

That 
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Sxxvui That Henry Lawes Luttrell, Efq; 

^-T^ ought to have been returned a knight of 
the (hire to ferve in this prefent Parliament 
for the county of Middleiex^ and thereupon 
ordered the faid return to be amended ac* 
cordingly : 

And whereas, by another refolution, of 
the 8th of May, 1 762, the faid Houfe of 
Commons did, upon hearing the matter of 
the petition of the Freeholders of the coun- 
ty of Middlefex, as far as the fame related 
to the eleflion of Henry Lawes Lux- 
T*ELL, farther refolve as follows,: 
• 

V That Henry LawesI^uttrell, Efq; 
is duly eletled a knight of the fliire to ferve 
in this prefent Parliament for the county of 
Middlefex/' 

I 
\ 

And forafmuch as- all the refblutions afore- 
faid, cutting off the fubjeft from his indubi- 
table birth-right, by a vote of one Houfe 
of Parliament exercifing difcretionary power 
and legiflative authority^ under colour of a 
jurifdidion in eleftions^^ are moft arbitrary^ 
illegal, and dangerous^ . 



Be 




Be k therefore declared and enafted, Jby xxxvm 
the King^s moft excellent Majefty, by ?md 
wkh the advice and confent of the Lord? 
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons in 
this prefpnt Parliament affembled, and by 
the authority of the fame^ " That all the 
5^ adjudications contained in the aboveT 
f mentioned feveral refolutions are arbitrary 
f^ ry and illegal, and the fame are and 
f fliall be hereby reverfed, annulled, and 
f* made void to all intent? and purj^ofe^ 

P whatfbever J' . 

1 1 -.■,.'■,. . . . 

• / 
After the firft reading qf the faid Bill^ it 

was moved. 

That the feid Bill be read a fecond time> 
on Thurfday next ; which being warmly 
pbjcS'ed to by Lord Denbigh, Lord Chatt 
HAM replied, ' the noble Lord has been ciuSLm. 
|oud and violent againft this motion. He 
feems to be very angry with the friends of 
this mejifure, but then he is angry infuch 
(iforp, ^h^t I am fure nobody can be angry 
lirith hinj ; I fhall, therefore, wave replying 
to fbme refteflions he has thrown out upon, 
the fa6lion. as he is pleafed to call it,, and 

take 
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xxxvin *^^^ ^ fliort view of the caufe of this nio- 



!770. 



conititut" 



tion. Here are 1143 legal, fworn. Free- 
holders, vote a gentleman their Member of 
Parliament, againft 296 who oppofe him: 
with this apparent majority, he comes to 
take his feat fo given him by the laws and 
conftitution of his country. But what do 
the Houfe of Commons? Why, they fhut 
the door in his face, and by. a new ftate- 
arithmetic, make 296 a greater number 
than 1143. Is not this, my Lords, flying 
in the face of all law and freedom? Is 
not this apparently robbing the Freeholders 
of their liberty, and making a mere farce of 
Engliftimen's birth-rights ? It is very true, 
the Houfe of Commons had a right, if pe- 
titioned by Colonel Luttrell, to enquire 
minutely into the qualifications of his oppo- 
nent's eleftors ; to admit none as fuch, but 
thofe duly qualified by law; and after mak- 
ing thefe deduftions, then determine the 
majorily. But this has not been even at- 
tempted. The feat of the legal reprefenta- 
tive has been wrefted from him, and a vio- 
lent outrage has been com^mitted, that ftrikes 
at every thing that is dear and facred to the 
liberties of Englifhmen. 



It 
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Mt has been urged, my Lords, tliat there ^xvni 
is no precedent for one Houfe taking cog- 
nizance of the proceedings of the other. 
If my memory ferves me right, I remem^ 
ber one nearly parallel, in the cafe of Titus 
Oates, where the Commons took cognizance 
of the proceedings of the Lords oa that 
fubjefl:.; fo that it is no new thing for one 
Houfe to be a check on the other, as it is 
not only eftabliflied by precedent, but by 
the principles of our conftitution. 

• . - • 

* It is faid, my Lords, that the fpirit of 
difcontent hfls gone abroad — I fliould be 
furprifed if it had not ; for how can it be 
otherwife, when to ufe a familiar exprefffon; 
Colonel LuTTRELL fits in the lap of ]ohn 
Wilkes ; when a corrupt Houfe of Com- 
mons invert all law and order, and deny the 
juft privilege the eleftors claim by the con- 
ftitution of thefe kingdoms ? Though I will 
not aid the voice of faftion, I will aid the 
juft complaints of the people ; and while I 
have ftrength to crawl, I will exert my poor 
abilities in their fervice ; and I here pledge 
myfelf to their caufe, becaufe I know it is 
the caufe of truth and juftice. 






lam 
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^xxvai ^ I Sim afraid^ my Lorcb, this meafure 
^'p^ has fprung too near the throne — I am forty 
for it: but I hope his Majefty wiil fctori 
open his eyes^ and fee it in all it< deformity ; 
(Here Lord Pomfret interrupted hiro^ by 
calling hiixi to order) upon which L&rd 
Chatham faid^ 1 do not retrafi my words 
'-**I efteem the King in his perf6nal capa^ 
city, I revere him in his political one ; and 
On thefe principles I hope he Will fee it^ and 
fee it in fuch a light, that he will redrefs it^ 
by the diflblution of a Houfe that could 
adopt fuch a meafure/ 

The mdtidri to read the j^ill a ieeon^ 
time was negatived; 

Lord StAFFORD (then Lord Gowwt) 
moved to rejeft the bill; updn which the 
Lords .divided 89 for the motion^ 43 
tigainfl: it« 

* t 

Before the Houfe adjourned, Lord Ch a fi 

HAM defired their Lordfhip^ might be fum« 

. inpned fof the fourth of May ; for, faid he/ 

i have a motion of great importance, relative 

to the King. 
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On the fourth day of May Lord Chat- ^xxviu' 



HAM moved the following refolution : 

*' That it is the opinion of this Houfe^ ham^fi?^ 
that the advice, inducing his Majefty to s^ectTon 
give the anfwer to a late Humble Addrefs, fnc^e^^ 
Remonflrance^ and Petition, of the Lord oflond^a 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Livery of the city 
of London, in Common-Hall aflembled, 
is of a moft dangerous tendency ; inafmuch 
as thereby, the exercife df the cleared 
rights of the fubjeQ: ; namely, to petition 
the King for Redrefs of Grievances; to 
complain of Violation of the freedom of 
£le£lion; to pray DifTolution of Parliament; 
to point our MalPraftices in Adminiftra* 
tion ; and to urge the removal of Evil Mi* 
nifters^ has, under pretence of removing cer* 
tain parts of the faid Remonftrance and 
Petition, by the generalty of one compendi- 
ous zvord. Contents, been indifcriminately 
checked with reprimand; and the afflifled 
Citizens'of London have heard from the 
throne itfelf that the contents of their Hum- 
ble Addrefs, Remonftrance, and Petition, 
laying their complaints and injuries at the 
feet of the Sovereign, as lather of his peo- 
ple, able and willing to redrefs them, caunot 

but 
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^ ^ , %. hi:; 3^ confidered by his Majefty, as difrd- 
.^^'^ IjVCttuI to himfelfj injurious to Parliament, 
'**^ ^ ^4 irreconcileable to the Principles of the 
Ckvxilitution.'* 

This motion being regularly read ffonl 

theWoolfack, Lord Chatham proceeded, 

< I am to confider, in confequence of this 

motion^ what it was the Lord Mayor, AU 

dermen, and Livery of the city of London 

requefted, in order to difcover the caufes 

they gave, by their requifition, for fuch ail 

anfwer — an anfwer fo harfli, that it exceeds 

every thing in the hiftory of this country* 

They requefted, my Lords, very humbly^ 

a Reftoration of the Freedom of Eleftion, 

a Difmiflion of unjuft Servants, and a Diffo* 

lution of a Parliament that protefted thofc 

fervants ; becaufe they (the Citizens of Lon* 

I don) were hot, legally, reprefented in fuch 

a Parliament. Now, my Lords, I do avef 

the truth of this petition ; and I do likewife 

aver, that the Citizens of London, with the 

reft of his Majefty 's fubjefts, have a fight td 

petition, not only by Magna Charta, and 

the Bill of Rights, but by a variety of Afts 

of Parliament numerous as they are expref* 

five* No particular part of the petition is 

applied 
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Applied to, but the whole of the cohtmts xAvm 
lire at once difpofed of. *• That this Peti- ^ ■^ ^ '^. 
lion was difrefpeftful to hinifeif, (the King) 
injurious^ to his Parliament^ and irrecoib* 
cileabie to the principles of theCohftitutiohJ' 

* I am too well acquaihted, my Lords, with 
his Majefty, to think him tapable of giving 
fuch ail anfwer — nor could he do it, with 
propriety, either in his regal or perfonal ca- 
pacity. I muft beg your pitience, my Lords^ 
to confidei" tMs a little mote attentively: 

* Firft, DifreJpeElful to himfelfJ -How is 'a 
King to know this? Is he a judge what i^ 
difrefpeftful to him? No, my Lords;, the 
laws are to determine this for him, tbejul^ 
interpreters of offehces. ' Injuridus to my 
Palrliaviekt /' Ho w i nj ut ious to Pkrliament ? ' 
when the very nature or pirt of the Peti- 
tion, refers to that Freedom of Eledion iii 
the People, by which they became a Houfe 
bf Judkature • * Irreconciieabie to the Prin^ 
ciples of the Conjlitution/ when the very 
eflence of the CoriditutioD, hot only permdtt 
but requires petitioning tfie Throne, and 
tvhat the 8tu(vrts rievet dared to prevent in 
the zenith of their power. I repeat again^ 
toy Lordsj the King could never give fuch 
fin' anfwer from himfelf; and, indeed, my 

Vol. II. O Lords^ 



^^ ANECDOTES AND SPEECHES 

xxxvth Lords, poor as my opinion is of admini- 
\ v'^ ftration, I can hardly think it was a joint 
official advice, but the opinion of one, or 
a confidential Jew ; for it is impoifible, but 
if there were many, M'ho were «confuited 
upon this jneafure, fome of them mull fee 
the abfurdity of it. 

• Allien I mentioned the Liver>' of Lon- 
don, I thought I faw a fneer u^on fome 
faces : but let me tefl yotr, my Lords, 
though I have the honour to (it in this 
. Houfe,. as a Peer of the Realm, coincijding 
withthefe honed : Citizens in opinion, I am 
proud of the honour of aflbciating my name 
with theirs« And let me tell the nobleft of 
you aH, it would be an honour to you* 
The Livery t)f London, my Lords, were 
refpeftable long before the reformation: 
the Lord Mayor of London was a Principal 
among the twenty-five Barons who received 
Magna Charta from King John, and they 
. have ever fince been confidered to have a 
principal weight in all the affairs of govern- 
ment. How then have thefe refpe6lable 
^ara^rs been treated? They have been 
Tent away fore qffiided from his Majefty's 

prefence^ 
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Jjfelcnce^ arid Reprimanded for purfuing xxxvnr 
their undoubted rights/ ^ - • ^^^Sr^ 

The motion was riegativedi ^ 

On the fourteenth of May, Lord Chai-^ di^itStht 
ham madfe a motion for an addt^fs to the ^w*i*«cn* 
King, to defite he would diflblve the prefent 
Parliament. • He ftated the public difcop- 
tents in Engknd, Ireland, and America: 
affirmed that the people had no confidence 
in the prefent Houfe of C6mmon3> who had 
betrayed their tmft ; and (hewed, from the 
fituatioil orpublic affairs, the great neceffity 
of having a Parliament in whom the people 
feould place a proper confidence ! Inftead of onReprei 
depriving a county ot its reprelentative, he 
faid that one or more members Ought to bd 
^dded to the reprcfentation of the counties; 
in order to operate as a balance, againft the 
weight of the feverai corrupt and venal bo- 
roughs, which perhaps Could riot be loppedt - 
off entirely^ without the hazard of a public 
tonMJBJi&onJ This was no crude fuggeftiont 
he repeated it afterwards in a letter to Lord 
Temple: and as his opinion on this fubjefl 
has been doubted, it will not be improper 
t^ftate, in a note^ the public ufe that was 

O 2 made 
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xxxvui J^ftde of this letter *• All arguments weft 
^^J^' in vain. The Court Lords called for the^ 

Quejlion! 

• Kenket Mayor. A Comfnon Ctfiincil holden in.tfic 
Chamber of the GuildluH of the city of Londoo, on Friday: the 
fcyenth day of A|)ril, 1780: A Member prefentcd to this Court 
an extra^ of a letter from the late Earl of Chatham to the late 
Earl TEMf LFy dated April 17, 1771, which ^as read, and ordered 
Co be entered in the Journals of this Court, as follows : 

♦• Allow a fpeculator, Jn a great chair, to add, that a plan for 
more equml Repteftntatitmi by ?L'di6\i\ot\?\ Knights of ibe Shircf 
ieems highly ieafooable ; and to fherten the xdurtaUtt of Pariia« 
ment not lefs fo. If your Lordlhip fliould approve, could Lord 
Ltttleton's caution be brought to tafte tbofe ideas, we ihould 
take pofleflioo of ftrong ground, let who will decline to follow us. 
One line of men, 1 am aifuredy will zealoufly fupport, and a re- 
fpedlable weight of law. SI qttidno*vtfii reSius ifiis candtdus im* 
f^rtiJ* Signed by order of the Colirt. RIX. 

♦'* There is another anecdote of Lord Chatham upon tliis fubjc^ • 

which de^trtes .a place here. It ,is given by the £arl of Bitch AKf 
in his character of Thomfon, the poet. 

** The higheft encomium of Thomfon is to be given him on 
account of his attachment to the Caufe of civil and political liberty^ 
A free Conftitutioh of Government, or what I would beg leave 
to call the autocracy of the people is the panacea of moral difeafes ; 
a^d after having been fought for in vain forages, has been difco- 
▼ered in the bofom of truth, and at the feft of philofophy ? the 
printiftg«prefs has been the difpenfary, and half the world have 
beep Voluntary patients of the healing remedy. 

Anecdote' ** Eighteen years after Thomfon's death^ the late Lord Chat- 
ffhik'^* HAM agreed with me in making this remark j and when I faid^ 
^y Lor4 ' * But, Sir, what will become of poor England, ,that doats on the 
iin(>erlie£tions of her pretended Conditution V he replied, f My 
dear Lord, the gout .will di^ofe of me foon enough to prevent 
me from feeling the^onfequcaces of thi^ in&tuation. But before 

the 
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Quejlion ! the Quejlion f and put a negative xxxvu'^ 

upon it. 

^ 1770 

The feffion ended on the 19th of M^y. 

L6rd Chatham retired into Someriet- 
fhire during the fummer *. 

^eend of thisccatury ehher the Parliament will reform itfelf 
from within^ or be reformed with a vengeance from without.'-^ 
" Pythonick fpeech, fpecdily to be verified.*' 

• la the month of June the Princefs of Wales went t0 Gern^a- 
ay, and returned in 06lober following. At Canterbury^ annl 
jpther places, fliemetyvith many infults from the people* 



CHAP. , XXXIX. 

' f 

Thanks of the City of London to Lord Chatham^ 
and his Lord/hip's Anfxver — His Speech on the 
Seizure of Falkland* s IJlands — Secret and inter* 
ejling Hijlory oj that meniorable Negotiation-^ 
Rejignation ,of Lord- Haw ke^^ Explanatory Note 
'^Double Cabinet^ 

LORD CHATHAM'S Parliamentary ,c^« ^ f. 
conduft during the laft felhon of Par- 
Hament, was highly approved by the nation. 
The teftimony of the approbation of the 
City of London, at this time deferves to be 
particularly noticed. It was as follows. 

O3 On 
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^ On the firft day of June, a Committee o£ 
the Corporation of the City of Londoi^ 
waited on his Lordfhip in PalUMall, when 
Sir William Step/ienfon, in the name of the 
Committee, addrefied his Lordfliip to this 
effea: ... 



MyLord^ 

^* We have the pleafing fatisfaflion tq 

Thanki of . ^. ® 

thccity ot deliver to your Lordfhip the grateful thanks 
jWj^chit- qf the citizens of London, for your Lord- 
ihip's moft eminent public fervjces ; arid we 
fincerely congratulate your Lordfliip on 
being equally diftinguiftied ip the direQiqn 
of a glorious war, and in your endeavour^ 
to reftope the principles of pur mpft excel-? 
' lent Cohftitution/' 

And then he prefented the thanks of the 
Corporation'^ which are as follow: 

BECKFORD, Mayor. 

A Conwion Council^ holden in the Chamber of 
the Guildhall of the City of. Loudon^ on 
Monday-^ the i/^th of May, Ijyo. 

A xnption was made, ?ind queftion put, 
f Thaf the grateful thanks of this Court be 
iprefented to the Right Hoij. WillzQpE^rl 
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aF Oialham^ for the zeal he has (hewn in ^ix^^x* 
fupport of thofe moft valuable and facred 
privileges, the right of eleSion, and the 
right of petition ; i and for his wiflies and 
declaration^ that his endeavours ihall here- 
after be ufed, that Parliaments may be re- 
flored to their original purity, by (hortening 
their duration, and introducing a more full 
and equal repiefentation ; an aft which will 
render his name more honoured by^ pof- 
terity, than the memorable fuccefles of the 
glorious war he conduced/ The fame was 
refolved in the affirmative, and ordered 
accordingly. 

It is ordered, That the faid refolution be 
fairly tranfcribed, and ligned by the Town 
Cleric,^ and prefented tdhis Lordfhip by Sir 
Wm. Stephenfon, Knt. Bartow Trecothick, 
Brafs Crolby, Efqrs. Aldermen, and James 
Townfend, Efq. Alderman, and one of the 
Sheriffs of this City ; George Bellas, Efq. 
Mr. Deputy Thomas Gockfedge, Mr. De- 
puty William Judd, Samjuel Freeman, Efq. 
Mr. Arthur Beardmore, Mr. James Sharp^ 
Mr. Deputy Richard Townfend, and Mrl 
Johft Anderfon, Commoners. 

HODGES. 
O4 To 
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Sotxix ^^ which h\$ Lord&ip was plei^fed ir% 
mediately to reply: 
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Si'pu'Ai;. ** It is not eafy for me to give est^preffion 
£wer. ^Q j^u I fg^i^ Q^ jIj^ extraordinary honour 

done to my public conduct by the City of 
London ; a body fo highly refpedable on 
every account 5 but above all, for their 
cbnftant affertions of the birth-rights of 
Engliflimen^ in every great crifis of the 
Conilitution. 

*^ In our prefent unhappy fituation, my 
duty fhall be on all proper occafions, to add 
the zealous endeavours of an individual to 
thofe legal exertions of Conftitutiopal rights 
which> to their everlafting honour, the'City 
pf London has made in defence of freedom 
of elettion, and free-dom of petition, andi 
for obtaining efFeftual reparation Xp the 
pleftors of Great Britain. 

''As to one point among the declarations 
which I am nnderftood to haye m^de, pf 
my wiflies for the public^ permit (^f tp fay 
there !^as been fonie mifapprehenlion; for 

. nvittif 
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with all my deference to the. feijitimfent^ of xxxi^ 
the City, I am bound to de(;lare, that I ean* ^^^ >^'^^ 
not recomtnend triennial Parliaments gs 9 
remedy againft that canker in the GohftituV 
tion, venality in eleBions ; ready to fubmit 
my opinion to better judgment, if the wifti. 
for that meafure fliajl becdpie prevalent ii| 
the kingdom. 

• " Purity of Parliament is the corner-ftone 
in ^he common-wealth : and as one obvious, 
means towards this neceffary end is to 
ftrengthen and ex|:end the natural relatiot) 
between the conftituents and the elefled, { 
have^ in this view, publicly exprefled my 
earneft wifhes for a more full and equal re» 
prefentation, by the addition of one knigh^ 
pf the (hire in a county, as a farther balance 
to the mercensiry boroughs. I have thrown 
put this idea with the juft diffidence of a 
private man, when he prefumes to fuggeft 
any thing new on a high matter. Animate^ 
by your approbation, I {hal| with better -^ 
hope continue humbly to fubmit it ^o the 
public wifdom^ as an obje6l to be moft de^ 
Hberatdy weighed, accurately exam^iiaed^ , 
^nd maturely digeftect. 

r • ^ , ' - 

^* Having 
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otxxix! • ^ Having mahy times, when in tTie Icr- 
viee of the Crown, and when retired from 
it, experienced, with gfatitude, the favour 
of my feHow*ctti«ens, I am now particu- 
larly fortunate diat, with their good liking, 
I can offer any thing towards upholding 
tibift wiiely-combincd frame of mixed Go- 
vernment againft the decays of time, and 
the deviations incident to all human infti- 
tutions; and I (hall efteem my life hcmoured 
indeed, if the City of London can vouch-r 
fafe IQ think that my endeavours hav^ not 
been wanting to maintain the national ho- 
nour, to defend the colonies, and extend 
the comm^ercial greatnefs of my countcy, 
as wieH as to preferve from violatixm the law 
of the land, and the effential rights of the 
jConftitution," 

On the thirteenth day of November 1770^, 
Parliament met, " 

i^ion of About two months preyious to themect-^ 

Ni&ads. ing of Parliament, an account arrived^ of 

the Spaniards having feized upon Falkland -5 

^ands. This aQ; of hoftility gave rife .to a 

inotion made by the Duke of Rithmond^ 

,pn the twenty fecond day of November, To 

prefciil 
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prefent an-addrefs to his Majefty, requeft^ xxxi^ 
ing his JMajefty would be gracioufly pleafed ^^t^^ 
to give orders, that there he laid before the v 
Houfe copies or extrafts of all letters and 
papers received by |;he Miniftry between the 
12th of September, 1769, and the 12th of 
September 1770, containing any intelligence 
of hoftilities commenced or intended to be 
commenced by the Cpurt of Spain, or anyN 
pf their officers, againft any of his Majefw 

ty's dominions; and the times ^.t which fuch 
Intelligence was received; ' 

The motion was oppofed by Lord We^w ?-*• ^J^ 
mouthi upon the general ground of the 
improprieity pf calling for fuch papers while 
the matter in queftipn was the fubjeftof 4 ^ 
negotiation with the Spanilh Ambaflador^ 
His JLordihip parefully avoided giving the 
leaft light, or intimation whatfoever con- 
cerning the aftual ftate, or progrefs of that 
negotiation, and exprefled himfelf with 
caution aad referve* He concluded with 
mdying, That the previous queidion might 
jbe put. 

The Duke of jRtVAm(7»i fupported hi&Dpitfof 
IttQtipn by ^ train pf fafts, for the truth of ^"^^^"^ 

vhich 
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»o^ix« ^hich he repeatedly appealed to the Minif- 
^"^T^ try themfelves, and b'y a flrength, and clear- 
nefs of argument^ which none of the other 
party even attempted to weaken or oppofe. 
The main ftrefs of his difcourfe feemed to 
reft upoii the following fafts ; that on the 
third of laft June, the Tamur floop arrived 
at Plymouth, and brought an account, that 
aSpanifh fquadron had appeared oft' Falkr 
land ifland, and ordered our people to de- 
part ; that this was a clear commencement 
of hoftilities ; — that from the third of Tune, 
to the 12th of September, (above three 
' Hionths) when our garrifon arrived on board 
the Favourite, it did not appear, that the 
Miniftry had taken any ftep whatfoever for 
obtaining redrefs, or to put the nation in a 
ftate of defence ; — that the firft orders for 
equipping a fleet, were given on or after 
the ^2th of September ; — that this arma- 
inent, foch as it was, had^not yet produced 
one vifible effeft;-^that fince the i2th of 
September, near three months had elapfed, 
;ind' ftill they were told, " that the affair was 
in negotiation, the negotiation was Jtill de- 
pending \ — in that time three meffengers had 
• • ?irrived from Madrid, and particularly one 
|aft' Monday; apd although three days had 

fmcc 
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fihce pafled» fio communication had yet xxxiS^ 
been made to Parliament of the intelligence '''^^^ 
he brought, or what was the final anfwer of 
the Court of Spain. That the terms of the 
tnotion plainly obviated the objefiion niade 
by Lord Weymouth, of its tending to 
impede a negotiation now depending; fiace 
it did not call for any papers of a date fub« 
fequent to the notice received by the M!i^ 
niftry of the hoilility being aflually com*^ 
mitted : confequenrtly could riot reach to any 
letters written,, or received, or to any nego* 
tiation entered into, after the receipt of thai 
notice ; that he meant only to obtain for the 
Houfe, . fome accurate information of cir- 
cumftances, leading to, and accounting for 
a fa6l, which was itlelf notorious and un* 
dilputed. His Grace went largely, into the 
confideratioa of the difgrace andiniamy of 
fuffering the honour of the Grown, and the 
rights of the people of England to be fb 
long the fubjeft of negotiation; — ^the folly 
or treachery, of the King^s fervantsin not^ 
accepting of the augmentation of feamen . 
propofed and urged by the Lords in Oppo- 
fition, early in the laft felTion, when a pro- 
pofal for ftrengtbening the hands of 0(> 
Yernment had been rcje^ed merely becauic 
' ^ it 
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^xxix. ^^ caiB^ from that quarter ;.— tHeir fupine^^ 
^■^■^' Dcfs or treachery; in not arming early in 
June, when they heard of our people being 
warned to quit the ifland^ by a militaxy 
force threatenining cbmpulfion ; — ^ind laflly, 
the feeblenefs. and flow progrefs of the ar- 
mament they had made, and the difgracefiii 
fituation of the King, who ilood with a 
publk affront, and diihotiour fixed upon hi^ 
Grown, and without any attempt made, in 
the courfe of almofl: fix months; to wipe it 
away^ His Grace obferved. that the hof- 
tile intentions of Spain were not only de* 
tlared by thfe open hoftility itfelf, but con- 
firmed by two extraordinary fafls^ which 
he dated to the Houfe; and which, after re- 
peated appeals, flood uncontradifted by the 
miniflry. He faid, that after the Spaniards 
had taken pofleffion of Port Egmont, they 
did not fufier the Garrifon to depart imme- 
diately, but took away the rudder of his 
Majefly's fhip, and detained her by force 
for the fpace of twenty days ; — that fup* 
pofing they had a claim to the ifland^ they 
had none to the King's fhip ; and detaining 
her was an exprefs violation of treaty, by 
which, even in the cafe of an open rupture, . 
fix months are allowed to the fubjeds of 

" each 



OFTHB BAM. OF CHATHAM. ^Oy 

each nation- to remove their perfons. And ^^|jj^ 
property from the dominion^ of thf emfaer ^^-v— f 
— The other fatl feeraed, and was urged a* 
ftill more important. He afferted, that he 
had indulgence' not to be doubted, that at 
this moment, there arc in the fe veral Spanifh 
prilbns not. lefs.than^ three thoufand BritiOi 
feamen, (particularly at Ceuta on the coall 
of Africa) who had been taken out of ouf 
aierckant fliips by Spanifh Guarda Coflas, 
and condemned to perpetual flavery^ or 
confinement. , He then quoted a ftrong in* 
ftance liace the peace, ^nd read the ordinal 
letters relating to it, where five of our fea* 
men had been demanded by one of our Ad- 
mirals, and had been refufed by a Spanifh 
Admiral and Governor, who ^xpreffed a 
willingnefs to oblige him, but, alledged thai 
it would be a breach of their orders and 
in{lru£lions. 

Thefe were the principal materials of his 
Grace's fpeech. The feveral parts were 
filled up with judicious and pointed obfer- 
vations^ expreffed in a clear, nervous Ian* 
guage, and delivered with, plaianefs and 
dignity. 

Lord 
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xxxixl Lord* HUyborcnigh took tip the dfgu- 
^^^5^ tticnt upon the fame footing with Loixj 
14. Hiiif. W^^»«?ttiA, but carried it much farther 
^oioufih. ^^^ j^.^ Lordftiip had ddne^ He informed 

the Houfe that he knew the contents of the 
papers called for, therefore » could afleit 
upon his own knowledge, that the produc* 
tion of them at that time would tend greatly 
to embarrafs a negotiation already in a 
profperous train, and which promiied an 
happy conclufion; — tie infifted much upon 
the delicacy of Spanilh honour j-^th^t it 
was their natural charafleriftic:— that infi^- 
nite regard and tenderrlefSj ought to be 
fliewn to the punfcUlios of that coUrt, — and 
begged of the noble Lords to confider how 
far thefe pundilios might unavoidably te* 
tard and embarrafs a treaty of this nature ;— ' 
that, as the Meffenger pnly arrived on Mon«* 
day morning, the Spaiiifh Ambaffador pro- 
bably had not time to .make himfelf mafter 
of his difpatches, nor to determine upon 
the form and manner in which he fhould 
execute his inftrudions. The remainder of 
his fpeech, which was delivered in very 
high terms, and with a tone elevated above 
the pomp of tragedy, turned entirely upon 
the flourijQiing ftate of thk cpuntry, and the 

pruderice. 
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prudence, vigour land vigilance of his xxx^x:* 
Majefty*s fervants. ^"7^^ 

Earl of Chatham. ' I rife lo rive my ^}^ 

J ebytheno- 

ble Duke; by his GraceV favour, I have been 
permitted to tee it, before it Was offered to 
the Houfe. I have fully confidefed the ne^ 
ceffity of obtaining from the King's fervants 
a communication of the papers defcribed in 
the motion, and I am perfuadcd that the a- 
larming ftate of fa6ls, as well as the (Irength 
of reafoningj with which the nobl^ Dvikt 
has urged, and inforced that nccefllty, muft 
have been powerfully felt by your Lord- 
(hips ; — what I mean to fay, upon this oc- 
cafion, may feem perhaps to extend beyond 
the limits of the motion before us. But I 
flatter myfelf, my Lords, that if I am ho* 
noured with your attention, it will appear 
that the meaning and obje£l of this queftion 
are naturally connefted with confidierations 
of the moft extenfiive, national importance. 
For entering into fuch con fi derations, no 
feafon is improper; no occaiion (hould be 
neglefted. Something muft be done, my 
Lords and immediately, to fave an injured, 
iniulted, undone country. If not to fave 

Vol. U. P the 
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xxxlx!! '^^ State, my Lords, at leaft to mark out, 
^ ,^ and drag to public juftice thofe fervants of 
the crown, by whofe ignorance, negleft, or 
' '\ treachery, this once great flourifhing people 
are reduced to a ccHidition as deplorable at 
home, as it is defpicable abroad. Exam- 
ples are wanted, my Lords, and {hould be 
gitrea to thfc world, for the inftru6lion of 
.-iuture times, even though they be ufelefs to 
ourfelves^ I do not njyean, my Lords, nor 
is it intended by the motbn, to impede, or 
embarrafs a negotiation, which we have been 
told is now in a profperous train, and pro- 
jnifes a happy concluiion.' 

Lord Weymouth. ^ I beg pardoa for 
interrupting the noble Lord, but I think it i 
lieceffary to remark to your Lqrdfhips, that { 
I have not faid a firigle word tending to J 
convey to your Lordfhips any information, 
or opinion, with regard to the ftate, or pro- 
grefs of the negotiation — I did, with the 
utmoft caution, avoid giving to. your Lord- 
ihipjs the leaft intimation upon that matter. 

Evl of Chatham. 'I perfeftly agree- 
fvitK the noble Lord. I did not mean to 
tefer to any thin^ faid by fayU . Lordfliip. 

- . ..He 
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He exprefted hinifelfj as. he always does, ^xxi|', 
witl^ moderation, and referve, and with die ^"^IQ^- 
greateft propriety,;— it was another noble 
Lord, very high in office, who told us he 
underftopd that the negotiation was in a 
favourable train/ 

HjxxXoi Jlilljbotougki I did not raake.L.Hiiif. 
ufe of th6 word Train. I know the mean* 
ing of ' the word too Well. In the Ian-. 
guage from which it was derived, it fignifies 
protr;i9:ion, and delays which I could ne- 
ver mean to apply to the prefent negor 
tiadorii . ^ 

< t / . 

* , I ^ » » 1 • * J^ ^ ■ • • " . * 

Earl of Chatham. • This is the fedohd 
time that I have beeii interrupted. I fub-^, 
toit it to your Lordfhips whether this be 
fair, aiid <!andid treatments I am fure it is ' 
contrary to the orders of the Houfe, and a. 
grofs violation of decency, and politenefs* 
I liften to every noble Lord in this Houfd 
with attention^ and refpeft. The noble 
Lord*s defigii in interrupting me, is as mean^ 
and unworthy, as the manner in%whidh he 
has done it is irregular aild diforderly^ He 
flatters himfelf that^ by breaking the thread 
of my difcourfe^ he ftiall confufe me in my 

' P 2 argument. 
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xxxixi arrgiiment. But, my Lords, I will not fub- 
^'^^^^ init to this treatment. I will not be inter- 
rupted. When I have concluded let him 
anfwer me if he can. — As to the word, 
which he has denied, I ftill affirm that it was 
the word he made ufe of; but if he had 
ufed any other, I am fure every noble Lord 
will agree with me, that his meaning was ex- 
aftly what I had expreffed it. Whether he 
(aid courfe or train is indifferent — He told 
your Lordfhips that the negotiation was in 
a way that promifed a happy, and honour- 
able conclufion. His didindions are mean, 
frivolous, and puerile. My Lords,-^I da 
not qnderfland the exalted tone affumed by 
that noble Lord. In the diftrefs, and weak- 
nefs of this country, my Lords, and copfci- 
ous as the n^iniftry ought to be how much 
they have contributed to that diftrefs and 
weakneft, I think a tone of modefty, of fub- 
miflion, of humility, would become them 
better; qucedam caufce modejliam deficUrant. 
Before this country they ftand as the great- 
eft criminals. Such I ftiali prove them to be j 
for I do not doubt of proving, to your Lord* 
fliips fatisfaftion, that fince they have been 
entrufted with the condufl of the King's 
affairs tliey have done every thing that they 

' Qugh^ 
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ought not to have done, and hardly any xxxixT 
thing that they ought to have done — ^The* ^"""'C^ 
noble Lord talks of Spanifli punftilios in " 
the lofty ftyle and idiom of a Spaniard. We 
are to be wonderfully tender of the Spanifli 
point of honour, as if ^A^^ had been the com- 
plainants, as if ^A^' had received the injury, 
I think he would have done better to have 
told us, what care had been taken of the 
Englifh honour. My Lords, I am well ac- ' 
quainted with the ch^ra6ler of that riaxion, 
at leaft as far it is reprefented by their court 
and minifiry, and fliould think this countr)^ 
diftionoured by a comparifon of the Engl ifli 
good faith with the punftilios of a Spaniard. 
My Lords, the Englifli are a candid,. an in- 
genuous people ; the Spaniards are as mean 
and crafty, as they are proud and.infolent. 
The integrity of the Englifh merchant, the 
generous, fpirit of our naval and military 
officers, would be degraded by a compari^ 
fon with their merchants or officers. With 
their mii'iifters I^ have often been obliged to 
negotiate, and never mcjt with an ijnjftance of 
candour or dignity in their prpceedings; no- 
thing but low cunning, .trick, and artifice. 
After ajongexperience of their want of can- 
dour and good faith, I found m} feif com- 

P 3 pelled 
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Sxxix. pelled to talk to them in a peremptory, de* 
^-^ cifive language. On this principle I fob- 
mitted my advice to a trembling council for 
an immediate declaration of a war with 
Spain. Your Lordfhips well know what 
were the confequences of not following that 
advice. Since, however, for reaibns un- 
known to me, it has been thought advifeable 
, to negotiate with the court of Spain, I ihould 
have conceived that the great and fingle ob-r 
jeft of fuch a negotiation would have been, 
to have obtained complete faii$fad:ion for 
the injury done to the crown and people of 
England. But, if I underftand the noble 
Lord, the only objeQ of the prefent nego-. 
tiaiion is to find a falvo for the pun£iilious 
honoufof the Spaniards. The abfurdity of 
fuch an idea is of itfelf infupportable. But, 
my Lords, I objeft to our negotiating at all^ 
in pur prefent circumftances. We arc not I 
in that fltuation, in which a great 6nd pow- 
erful nation is permitted ^q neg<xikte. — A 
foreign^power has forcibly robbed his Ma- 
jefty of a part of his dominions. ^Isthe ifland 
rellored? Ate yoU' replaced in ^atu quo? | 
If that had been done, it might then perhaps 
have been juftifiable to tr^af with- the ag- 
grefTor upon- the ' fatisfa^lion he ought to 
• ' _ ' L ' -^ make 
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make.fqr the infult offered to the cfown of ^,^^xix/ 
England. But will you defcend fo low ? "^"^ 
will you fo (haimefully betray the King's ho- 
nour, as to make it matter of negotiatioa, 
whether his Majefty's pofl'eflions fhall be re^ 
flored to him or not ? I doubt toot, mj?; 
Lords, that there are fome important myfte- 
ries in the condutt of this affair, which*? ^ 
whenever they are explained, will acf ount 
for the profound, filence now obferved by/ 
the King's fervants. The time will come^ 
my Lords, when they fhall be dragged from ^ 
their concealments. There are fome quefti-^ 
ons, which, fooner or later, muft be an- 
fwered. The Miniftry, I find, without de- 
daring themfelves explicitly, have taken 
paiins to poffefs the public with an opinion^ 
that the Spariilh Court have conftantly dif- 
avowed the proceedings of their governor;; 
and fomeperfons, I fee, have been fliaraelels 
and daring enough to advife his Majefty to 
fupport and coimtenance this opinion inr 
his fpeech from the throne. Certainly, my 
Lords^ there never was a more odious, a 
more infamous falfliood impofed on a great. 

■ * ' ' 

nation — :It degrades the King s honour— It 
i$ an inftilt to parliament. His Majefty has 
^een advifed to confirm aad give curri^ncy^ 
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XXXIX, *^ ^^ abfolute faljhood. I beg your Lord- 
**J2r^ fliip's attention, and! hope 1 Qiall be under- 
ftood, when I repeat, that the Court of 
Spain's having difavowed the a6l of their 
governor is an abfolute^ a palpable faljhood. 
Let me aflc, my Lords, when the fitft com- 
munication was made by the Court of Ma- 
drid, of their being apprifed of their taking 
of Falkland's Iflands, was it accompanied 
^ . with an offer of inftant rellitution, of imme- 
diate fatisfaSion, and the punifliment of the 
Spanifh governor ? If it was not, they have 
adopted the aft as their own, an^d the very 
mention of a difavowal is an impudent infult 
offered to the King'^s dignity. The King of 
Spain difowns the thief, while he leaves him 
; unpunilhed, and profits by the theft; in vul- 
gar Engli(h,he is the receiver of ftolen goods, 
and ought to be treated accordingly. 

• If your Lordlhips will look back to. a 
. jperiod of the Englifii hiftory, in which the 
circumftances are reverfed, in which the 
Spaniards were the complainants, you will 
fee how differently they fucceeded ; you will 
fee one of the ablefl men, one of the brar 
vefl officers this or any other country ever 
produced (it isi hardly neccflary to piention 
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the name of Sir Walter Raleigh) facrificed 
by the' meaneft prince that ever fat upon the 
throne, to the vindidive jealoufy of that 
haughty court.^ James the Firft was bafe 
enough, at the inftance of Gondomar, to 
fufferalentenceagainll Sir Walter Raleigh, 
for another fu^pofed offence, to be carried 
into execution almoft twelve years after it 
had been paffed. This was the pretence. 
His real crime was, that he had mortally of- 
fended the Spaniards, while he afted by the 
King's exprefs orders, and under his ccm- 
raiffion, 

* My Lords, the pretended difavowal by 
the court of Spain is as ridiculous as it is 
falfe. If your Lordlhips want any other 
proof, call for your own officers, who were 
ftationed at Falkland Ifland. Afk the officer 
who commanded the garrifon, whether, 
when he was fumrooned to furrender, the 
demand was made in name of the governor 
of Buenos Ayres,or6f his Catholic Majefty? 
Was'the ifland faid to belong to Don Fran- 
cifco Bucarelli, or to the King of Spain? If 
I am not mi(laken, we have been in poflef. 
fion. of thefe iflands fince the year 1764 j or 
1761. Will the minjftry aflert, that, ^n all 

that 
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xxxlx.* ^^^ ^^^» ^^^ Spanifli court have never once 
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claimed them? that their right to them has 
never been urged, or mentioned to our mi- 
niftr}\? If it has, the aft of the governor of 
Buenos Ay res is plainly the confequence of 
our refufal to acknowledge and fubmit to the 
Spanifh claims^ For five years they negoti- 
ate; when that fails, they take the ifland by 
force. If that meafure had arifen out of the 
general inftruftions, conftantly given to the 
governor of Buenos Ayres, why fliould 
the executioQ pf it h^ve been deferred 
fo long ? 

* My Lords, if the falfliood of this pre- 
tended difavowal had been con^ned to the 
Court of Spain, I (hould have admitted it 
without concern. I fhould have been con- 
tent that they themfelvcs had left ^ door 
open for excufe, and accommodation. The 
King of .England's honour is not touched 
till he adopts the falfliood, deliveni it to his 
Parliament, and makes it his own. 

• I cannot quit this fubjeft without com- 
paring the condaft of the prefent Miniftry 
with that of a Gentleman (Mr. George 
pRENyiLLE,)'Who is now no more. The 

occafion^ 
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loccafions were limilar. — ^The French had xxxix' 

taken a little iftand fropfi us palled Turk's 

ifland. The IWSnifter then at the head of 

thcTreafury, took the bufinefs upon himfelf; 

but he did not negotiate : he fent for the 

French Ambaffador and made a peremptory 

demand. A courier was difp^tched to Paris^ 

and returned in a few days, with orders for 

inftant reftitution, not oply of the ifland, 

but of every thing that the Englilh fubjefls 

had loft* 

' (Such 

* 

f The ilatc of the faft was as follows : — ^When the advice ar« 
I'ived in England of the French having feized Turk's Ifland^^ ifi 
|he year 1 764, j^ debate arofe in the Britiih Council upon the 
meaibres necefiary to be taken with France upon that occa* 
iion. The whole Council, one only excepted, were for a remon- 
fiance to the French Court, and they founded their opinion upoii 
an apprehenfion, leil a fpirited copduft might induce that Cour^ 
{to break the peace, and by fome unforefeen means, precipitate uc 
into meafures >vhich might terminate in a i upture between the 
two nations. The one who ventured to differ from all the refl 

was the Right Hon. Geguge Grenville. He urged the ne- 

• ^ '■'■'. - •-' , . . . 

cetfity of a fpirited cooda6l as the only means of preferving the 
peace* That France, who was unable to continue the late wsu> 
was equally incapable of beginning another. That if we did nof 
immediately (hew a fpirited and warm refentment to her behavipyr 
on this occanon,(he would ceitainly repeat her infults, and accom« 
ps^iy them with language that her pride would oblige her to fup- 
port, and thus filence or tamenefs on our (ide would infallibly lead 
to a rupture. Upon this, the two Secretaries, of State (at that 
time Lord Halifax and Lord Sandwich) committed the whol^^ 
pegotiation to Mr. Grenville* He undertook it> and fent for 
pount Cu£iiCHr> who was at that tine the French AmbaiTadot 

at 
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' Such then, my Lords, are. the circum 
fiances; of our difference with Spain ; and 
in this iituation, we aref told that a negoti* 

at the Bntifl/ Court. In a (bort converfation which immediately 
enfued upon this fubje6t, Mr. Grenvillb told the Ambailador 
in plain term$» that the French forces who had invaded aad fei^« 
ed Turk^s Ifland mufi immediately evacuate the (sane, and re/loce 
it to the quiet poITeflioii of the Englifh. The AmbalTador faid in 
excufe for the conduct of his Court, that tlie King, Jiis mafter, 
had claims upon that idand, and that he was ready to enter into 
a negotiatiqn upon them. To which the linglini Minifterperei;np« 
feorily anlwered, whatever claims you have, fet them .up, we will 
hear them. But firfl, the ifland mud and flmli be reflored. <We 
will not hear, of any claims or negotiation while the ifland is in the 
hands of the French King* It is abfurd to feize the ifland, and 
then talk of a negotiation about claims. Wlien the ifland is re- 
flored to his Britannic Majcfly, then, and not (HI then, wilt a finglc 
word about claims be heard or admitted. He concluded in a firm 
and determined manner to this effefl. Sir, I will wait nine days 
for your anfwer, in which time you may fend and receive advice 
from yout Court, whether the King will immediately order hfs 
forces to evacuate Turk's Ifland, and redore it to the full andqiiiet 
poHeflion of the Englifl), or not : and if I do not receive your an- 
fwer at the 'end of nine days, the fleet that is now lying at Portf* 
mouth [^there was a fleet then at Portlmouth,' waiting for failing 
orders] fli ill fail dire£l!y to the ifland and reinflate it in the poflefli- 
on of the King of Gi-eat Britain. The AmbafTador went away, 
an^ foon after returned to fliew the Britifli Minifter th^ difpatches 
he had prepared upon the occafion. Mr. GftBNVXLL£ gave hi ra 
kenve to infert the converfation that had paHTed between them. 
Od the flxth day, a copy of tVe orders figned by, the French King, 
for refloring the ifland to the Englifli, a/rived. 

A flmilar meafure of fpirit was adopted by th<s fame' Minifl/er 
With the Spaniards, who had drove our fettlers from Honduras, 
to whom fourteen days had been allowed s upon which all was 
infl^tly and mnicahly adjuflcd. ^ 

ation 
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atiQn has been entered into, that this nego- 
tiation, which mufl have Commenced near 
thrcQ months ago, is ftill depending, and that 
any infight into the aftual Rate of it will 
impede the conclufion. My Lords', I am 
not, for my own part, very anxious to draw 
from the Miniftry the information which 
they take fo much care to conceal from us* 
I very well know where this honourable ne- 
gotiation -wiLl end ; where it mufi end. — We 
may, perhaps, be able to patch up an accom* 
modation for the prefeht, but we (hall have 
a Spanifli war in fix months. Some of youi 
Lordfliips may, perhaps, remember the con- 
vention. For feveral fucceffive years our 
merchants had been plundered — ^^no protec- 
tion given them — no redrefs obtained for 
them ; during all that time we were content- 
ed to complain, and to negotiate ; — the 
Court of Madrid were then as ready to dif- 
own their officers, and as unwilling to punifli 
them, as they are at prefent. Whatever vi- 
olence happened was always laid to the 
charge of one or other of their Weft India 
Governors, To-day it was the Governor of 
of Cuba, to-morrow of Porto Rico, Cartha- 
gena, or Porto Bello. If in a particular in- 
ftaoce^ redrefs was promifed, how was tha^ 

promil^ 
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\5cxix. promifekept? The merchant, who had 
*"v'-^ robbed of his property, was fent to the Weft 
Indies, to get it, if he could out of an erapty 
cheft. At la ft the convention was made ;:but^ 
though approved by a majority of both 
Houfes,was received by the nation with uiii- 
verfal difcontent, I myfelf he^rd that wife 
roan (Sir Robert WalpoU) . fay ia thcf 
Houfe of Commons, ** Tis true We haviei got 
a convention and a vote of Parliament ; but, 
what fignifies it^ we fliall have a Spaiiifli war. 
Upon the back of our convention/^ — ^ Here^ 
my Lords, I d&nnot help mentioning a very 
ftriking obfervation made to me by a iioble 
Lord, (the late Lord Granville) fincei 
dead. His abilities did honour to this Hotife^ 
and to this nation. In the upper depart-^ 
. . ments of Government hq had not his equal; 
and I feel a pride in declaring, that to his 
patronage, to his friendfhip, and inftru^ion^ 
I owe whatever I am. — This great man has 
often obferved to me that, in all the nego- 
tiations which preceded the convention, ouf 
Minifters never found out that there was na 
ground, or fubjeft for any negotiation. That 
the Spaniards had not a right to fearch out 
fhips^ and when they attempted to regulate 
that right by treaty, they were regulating a 

thin^ 
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thing which did not exift. This I take to ^xxixl 
be fomething likd the cafe of the Miniftry. ^-^^^ 
The Spaniards have feized an ifland they 
have no right to, and his Majefty's fervants 
make it matter of negotiation, whether hi$ 
dominions fliall be reftored to him or not, 

* From what I. have faid, my Lords, I do 
not doubt but it Will, be underftood by ma.- 
hy Jjords, and given out to the public, that 
I am for hurrying the nation, at all events, 
into a war with Spain. My Lords, I difr 
claim fuch councils, and I beg that this dcr 
claration may be remembered — Let us have 
peace, my Lords, but let it be honourable; 
jet it be fecure. A patched up peace will 
not do. It will not fatisfy the nation, though 
it may be approved of by Parliament. 1 
diftinguifh widely between a folid peace, and 
the difgraceful expedients, by which a war 
may be deferred, but cannot be avoided. J 
am as tender of the effufion of human blood, 
as the noble Lord who dwelt fo long uppi> 
the miferies of the war. If the bloody poli- 
tics of fome noble Lords had been followed, 
England, and every quarter of his Majefty's 
dominioos would have been glutted with , 
blood— the blood of our own countrymen. ^ 

: 'My '. ^ 
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* My Lords,! have better reafons, pefhaps, 
than many of your Lord(hips for defiring 
peace upon the terms I have defcribcd. 1 
know the ftrength and preparation of the 
Houfe of Bourbon ; I know the defencelefs, 
unprepared condition of this country. I 
know not by what mifmanagement we are 
reduced to this fituation ; and when I con- 
lider, who are the men by whom a war, in 
the outfet at leafl, mud be condu6led^ can I 
but wifh for peace? — Let them not fcreen 
themfelves behind the want of intelligence— 
they had intelligence : I know they had. If 
they had not, they are criminal ; and their 
excufe is their crime.— But I will tell thefe 
young Minifters the true fource of intelli- 
gence. It is fagacity. Sagacity to compare 
caufes and eflefcts ; to judge of the prelent 
ftate of things, and difcern the future by a 
carefiil review of the paft. — Oliver Cromwell^ 
who aftoniftied mankind by his intelligence, 
did not derive it from fpies in the Cabinet 
of every Prince in Europe: he drew it from 
the cabinet of his own fagacious mind. He 
obferved fa£ls and traced them forward to 
their confequences. From what was, he 
concluded what mud be, and he never was 
deceived. In the prefent fifuation of affairs, 

I think 
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I think it, would bfe treachery to th6 nation xxxix. 
to conceal from them their real circdrnftan* *■ v^ 
ces, and with refpeft to a foreigtl enemy^ I 
know tliat all concealments are vain and ufe- 
lefs; They are ais well acquainted with the 
acluaj force and weaknefs of this country, 
as any of the King s fervants.-^This is no 
time for filence, or refervei I charge the 
Minifters with the higheft cJrimes that men 
in their ftations can be guilty of, I charge 
thertx with having deftroyed all content and 
Unanimity at hqme, by a feries of oppreflive^ 
unconllitutional meafures ; and With having 
betrayed, and delivered up tht nation de-* 
iencelefs to a foreign enemy* 

' Their litmott vigour has teached no far-* 
ther than to a fruitlefs, protradled negotia-^ 
tipri* When they (hould have a£led^ they 
have contented themfelves with talking o^e^u^ 
itf Goddejs^ and about it-^li we do not (land 
forth, aqd do our duty in the prefent Crifis^ 
the nation is irretrievably undone4r I defpife 
the little policy of concealments* You 
ought to know the whole of your fitiiation* 
If the information be new to the Miniftry, 
let them ^ke care to profit by it. I mean 
to roufe, to alarm the whole nation — to roufe 

VouIL ' Q ^ thcr 
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the Miniftry, if poffible, who feem to awake 
to nothing but the prefervation of their plac« 
es— to awaken the King. 

* Early in the laft fpring, a motion way 
made in Parliament, for enquiring into the 
ftate of the Navy, and ^n augmentation of 
fix thoufand Teamen was offered to the Mi- 
niftry. They refufed to give us any infighl 
into the condition of the Navy, and rejefcled 
the augmentation. Early in June they 
received advice of a commencement of 
hodilitieS' by a Spanifli armament, which 
had warned the King'i garrifon to 
^uit an ifland belonging to his Majefty. 
From that to the 1 2th of September, as if 
nothing had - happened, they lay dormant. 
Not a man was raifed, not a fingle fliip was 
put into comrriiffion. From the 12th* of 
September, when they heard of the firft Wow 
being a£lually ftruck, we are to date the be- 
ginning of their preparations for defence. 
Let us nowenquire, my Lords, what expe- 
dition they have lifed, what vigour they have 

exerted. We have heard wonders of the di- 
ligence employed in impreffing, of the large 
bounties offered, and the numbef of fhips put 
into coramiffion, Thefe have beco, for fbme 

time 



OP THE EARL OF CHAtHAM: i^f 

time paft, the cbtiftaht topics of Mirlifferial xxx^.* 
boaftaiid triumph. Without teg&rding the- ^^^*^^- 
defcriptidn, let us look to thie flibftahce. 1 
tell your Lorcifhips, thdt, \^ith all this vigour 
and expedition, they have not, in a period 
bf confiderably iribre than two months^ 1-dif- 
ed tctn thbufand feameri; 1 mention that , 
nuinber, meaning to fpeak largely, though 
in my oiv^n breai}, I aril convinced' that the 
nuniber does not exceed eight thoiifahd. 
But it is faid they have ordered forty fliips of 
the line into comrnifEoh. My Lords, upon' 
ihis fubjeft I can fpeak with knowledge-^l 
have been Converfant in thefe matters, arid^ 
draw my informatibn from the gfeateft and 
moft refpeftable naval authority that ever 
exiftfed in this coiintry-il mean the late' " 
Lord An/on. Thfe merits of that great matt' 
are riot lb liriiverfally Known, not his memo- 
iy fb ^varmiy rcfpeSed as he deferved. To* 
his' wifdom, to his experience, and caire^ 
(and i fpeak it with pleafure) the hatioii 
Owes the glorious naval fuccefles of the laff 
war. The ftate of faifts laid before Parlia-^ ' 
ment in the year 1756> fo entirely dohVincedi' 
me of the ihj uftice done to his diatdflttf ; that^ 
in fpite of the popular clahiouts raifed^ 
ttgaifift hfiri, in direft op^ofition to the cbmV 

Q a ' plaints 
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^xxxix. plaints of the merchants, and of the whole 
^'^'T^^ city, (whofe favour I am fuppofed to court 
upon all occafions) I replaced him at the 
head of the Admiralty; and I thank God 
that I had nTolution enough to do fo. In- 
ftrutled by this great feaman, I do affirm, that 
forty fhips of the line, with their neceflfary 
attendant frigates, to be properly manned, 
require forty thoufand feamen. If your 
Lordlhips are furprifed at this aflertion, you 
will be more fo, when I affure. you, that in 
thr laft war, this country maintained 85,ocx> 
fearaen, and.employed them all. Now, my 
Lords, the peace eRablifhment of your na- 
vy, fuppoling it complete, and effeSive, 
(which by the by ought to be known) is fix- 
teen thoufand men. Add to thefe the num- 
ber newly raifed, and you have about twen- 
ty*five thoufand men to man your fleet. I 
{hall come prefently to the application of 
this force, fuch as it is, and compare it with 
the fervices, which I know are indifpenfable. 
But firQ, my Lo|:ds, let us have done with 
th? boafted vigour of the Miniftry. Let us 
hear no more of their aftivity. If your 
Lordfliips will recal to your minds the ftate 
pf this country when Mahon was takett, and 
compare what was done by Government at 
» — that 
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that time, with the efforts now made in very 
fimilar circumftances, you will be able to 
determine what praife is due to the vigorous 
operations of the prefent Miniftry. Upon 
the firft intelligence of the invafion of Mi- 
norca, a great fleet was equipped, and fent 
out ; and near double the number of feameii 
collefted in half the time taken to fit out the 
prefent force, which pitiful as it is, is not yet, 
if the occafion were ever fo prefling, in a 
condition to go to fea. Confult the returns, 
which were laid before Parliament in the 
year 17 ^S. i was one of thofe who urged a 
Parliamentary inquiry into theconduftof the 
Miniftry. That Miniftry, my Lords, in the 
midfl^ofuniverfal cenfure and reproach, had 
honour and virtue enough to promote the 
inquiry themfelves. They fcorned to evade 
it by the mean expedient of putting a pre- 
vious queftion. Upon the ftri6left inquiry 
it appeared, that the diligence/they had ufed 
in fending a Squadron to the Mediterranean, 
and in their other naval preparations, was 
beyond all example. 
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' My Lords, the fubjeft on which I am fpeak- 
ing, feems to call upon me, and I willing- 
ly take this occafion to declare my opinion 

Q 3 ^?^^ 
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xxxix! W|iOXi a queflion^ on whiph much wicked 
pains have b^q employed to difturb the 
jnindi of the people, and to diftrefs Govern- 
inent. — ^My opinion may not be vfery popu- 
lar ; neither am I running the race of popu- 
larity: I|tm myfelfcleatly convinced, and 
J believe every man who knows any thing 
of the EngFifh qavy will acknowledge, that 
without imprefling, it is impoffible to equip 
a refpe6lable Qeet within the time in which 
fuch armaments are ufually wanted. If this 
fad be admitted, and if the neceflity of arm- 
ing upon a fudden emergency fliould appear 
incontrqye^tible, what Qiall we think of thofe 
men, who in the moment of danger, would 
^op the great defence of their country. 
Upon whatever principle they may aQ, the 
a6l itfelf is n^ore than fa6lion««it is labouring 
to cut oQthe right hand of the coimmunity. 
^ wholly ^condemn their condud:, and am 
Teady to fupport any motion that may be 
made, for bringing thofe aldermen, who have 
endeavoured to ftop the execution of the 
Admiralty warrants, tp the bar of this 
Houfe. My Lords, I do not reft my opini- 
on merely uppn neceffity, I am fatisfied 
that, the po^yer of impreffipg is founded 
^poQ uninterrupted ufage* It i$ the cDnfue- 

tudo * 
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tudo Regni, and part of the common law xxxixl 
prerogative of the crown. When I con* ^~^ 
4emn the proceedings of fome pcrfons upon 
this occafion, let me do juftice to a man 
whofe charafcler and coiidutl have been moft 
infamoufly triidiuced ; I mean the late Lord 
Mayor, Mr. Trecot'hzcL In the midft of 
reproach and clamour, he had firmnefs 
enough to perfevere in doing his duty. I do 
not know in office a more upright raagiftrate^ 
»or, in private life, a worthier man. 

* Permit me now, my Lords, to flateto your 
Lordfhips the extent and variety of the fer- 
vice which muft be provided for, and to 
compare them with our apparent refources. 
A due attention to, and provifion for thefe . 

fervices, is prudence in time of peace ; in 
war it is neceffity. Preventive policy, my 
Lords, which obviates or avoids the injury, 
is far preferable to that vindiftive policy, 
which aims at reparation, or has no objeft 
but revenge. The precaution that meets 
the diforder is cheap and eafy ; the remedy 
which follows it, bloody and expenfive. 
The firft great and acknowledged objefl of 
* national defence in this country, is to main* 
tain fuch a fuperior naval force at home, 

Q 4 that 
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^xxix! t^^t ^ven the united fleets of France an(J 
^^^^ Spain may never be mslders of the Channel, 
If that fliould ever happen^, what is thereto 
• hinder their landing in Ireland, or even upon 
our own coaft ? They have often made the 
attempt: in Kmg WiUiam^s time it fucceedr 
ed. King Jfames embarked on board a 
French fleet, and landed with a French army 
in Ireland. In the mean time the French 
were mailers of the Channel, and continued 
fo until their fleet was deftroyed by Admiral 
RuJfeL As to the probable confequences of 
a foreign army landing in Great Britain or 
Ireland, I Ihall offer your Lordfliips my 
opinion when I fpeak of the a6lual condi- 
tion of our llandin^ army. 

' The fecond nav^l objefl with an, Englifli 
tninifter, fhould be to maintain at all times 
a powerful weftern fquadrou. Ip thepro- 
foundeft peace it fliould be refpeftable; in 
war it flioi^ld be formidable. Without it, 
the colonies, the commerce, the navigation 
pf Great Britain, lie at the mercy of the 
Houfe of Bourbon. While/had the honour 
pf afling with Lord Anjbn^ that able of^cer 
never ceafed to inculcate upon the minds 
pf his Majefty's feryants tHe^ ijeceflity of 

qonftantly 
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conftantly maintaining a ftrong weftern txAx' 
fquadron 5 and I muft' voucH for him, that ^^rr-^^ 
while he was at the head of the marine it 
was never negle61ed* 

* 
' The third objeft indifpenfable, as I con« 
ceive, in the diftribution of our navy, is to 
maintain fuch a force in the Bay of Gibraltar 
as may be fufficient to cover th^ garrifon, - 
to watch thei motions of the Spaniards, and 
to keep open the communication with Mi-. 
noTca, The miniftry will not betray fuch 
want of information as to difpute the truth 
of any of thefe propofitioni. But how will 
your Lordftiips be aftonifhed, when I inform 
you in what mahper they have provided for ' 
thefe great, thefe eflential objefts? As to the 
firft, I mean the defence of the Channe^l, I 
take upon myfelf to affirm to your Lord- 
Ihips, th^t, at this hour (and I beg tliat the 
dale may be taken down and obferved) we 
cannot fei^d out eleven fhips of the line fo 
manned and equipped that any officer . of 
rank and credit in the fervice fhali accept of 
the comniand and flake his reputation up- 
on it. We have one fhip of the line at 
Jamaica, one at the Leeward iflands, and 
©ae at Gibraltar ; yet at tjiis v^^y moment. 
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xxxixi f^^ ought the miiuilry kuow, both Jamaica 
^"^^^ and Gibraltar may be attacked ; and if they 
are attacked (which God forbid) they muft 
falL Nothing can prevent it but the ap-^ 
pearance of a fuperior fquadron. It is true 
thatj fome two months ago, four ihips of 
the line were prdered from Portfmouth, and 
tone from Plymoath, to carry a relief from 
V , Ireland toGibraltar. Thefeftips,my Lords^ 
a weiek ago^ were flill in port. If, upon their 
arrival at Gibraltar, they fhould find the Bay 
liofleiTed by a fiiperior tquzdron, the relief 
cannot be landed : and if it could be landed, 
of what force do your Lordfhips think it 
coniifts? Two regiments, of four hundred 
men each, at a time like this, are fent to le- 
cure a place of fuchim portance as Gibraltar ! 
fk place which it is univcrfally agreed xran- 
not hold againft a vigorous attack from 
the fea, if once the epemy ihould be fo 
far mailers of the Bay as to make a good 
landing even with a moderate force. The 
indifpenfable fervice of the lines requires at 
leaft four thoufand men. The preient gar- 
4 rifon confifts of about two thoufand three 
fiundred; fo that, if the relief fhould be for- 
tunate Piiough to get on (hpre^ they will 

vani 



ijtf^ant eight hundred men of their neceffary ^xxxi^ 
complement. ^*— ^^-^ 

* Let Us now, my Lords, turn our eye^ 
homewards. When the defence of Great 
Britain or Ireland is in queftion, it is no Ion? 
gpr a point of honour ; it is not the fecurity 
of foreign commerce, or foreign pofleffions ; 
we-are to contend for the very being of the 
ftate. I have good authority to jiflure your 
Lordfliips that the Spaniards have now ^ 
^eet at Ferro!, completely manned and rea- 
fly to fail, which we are in no condition tQ 
ine^t. We could not this day fend out 
eleven Clips of the line properly equipped, 
'^nd tOrmoxrow th^ enemy may be mafteri 

pf the Channel. It is unnecefTary to preft 
|he confequences of thefe fefts upon your 
l^ordOiips minds. If the enemy were^ tQ 
land in full force, either upon this coaft or 
in Ireland, where is your army? where it 
youy defence? My Lords, if the Houfe.of 
jSourbon m^ke a wife and vigorous ufe of 
the a&ual advantages they have over us^ i% 
U more than probable that oq this day montl| 
we may not |)e a nation.* What military 
force can thp jniniftry ftiew to anfw^r any 
fo44?R 4en»od? J dp apt fpeak of foreigq 

expedit)pnS|i 
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xxxix" expeditions, or ofFenfi ve operations. I Tpeak 

^ * of the interior defence of Ireland, and of this 

country. You have a nominal army of fe- 
venty battalions, beCides guards and cavalry. 
But what is the eftabliOiment of thefe battal- 
ions? Suppofing they were complete to the 
numbers allowed (which I know they are 
. not) each regiment would confilt of fome- 
thing lefs than four hundred men] rank and 
file. Are thefe battalions complete ? Have 
^ any orders been given for an augmentation, 
or do the miniftrv mean to continue them 
upon their prcfent low eftablifhment? When 
America, the Weft Indies, Gibraltar, and 
Minorca, are taken care of, confider, my 
Lords, what part of this army will^remjjin 
to defend Ireland and Great Britain? This 
fubje6l, my Lords, leads me to confiderations 
of foreign policy and foreign aUiance. It 
is more conncfled with them than your 
Lordfhips may at firft imagine. Wheal 
compare the numbers of our people, eftimat; 
ed highly at feven millions, with the popu* 
lation of France and Spain, ufually comput- 
ed at twenty -five millions, I fee a clear, felf- 
evidentimpoffibility for this country to con- 
tend with the united, power of the houfe of 

Bourbon^ merely upon the flrehgth of its 

own 
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own refources. They who talk of con- ^xxxixV 
fining a great war to naval operations only, '^^'J^ 
fpeak without knowledge or experience. 
We "can no more command the difpolition 
than the events of a war. Where ever we 
are attacked, there we mull defend. 

* I have beep much abufed, my Lords^ for 
fupporting a war, which it has been the 
fafhion to call ?»y German war. But I can 
affirm, with jx clear . confcience, that, 
that abufe has been thrown on me by 
mea, who were either unacquainted with 
fafts, or had an intjereft in mifreprefent- 
ing theih, I (hall- fpeak plainly and frankly 
to your Lordfhips upon this, as I do upon 
every occafion. That I di^ in Parliament 
oppofe, to the utmoft of my power, our en*- 
gaging in a German war, is moft true; and 
if the fame circumftarice were to recur, I 
would aft the fame part, and oppofe it again. 
But when I was called upon to take a {hare 
in the adminiftration, that meafure was al- 
ready decided^ Before I was appointed 
Secretary of State, ^the firft treaty with the 
King of Pruffia was ligned, and not only . 
ratified by the crown, but approved of and 
confirmed by a refplution of both Houfes of 

Parliamentt 
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^xxix Parliament; It was a weight faftened u^^ 
*"^"^ on my neck. By that treaty^ the honour of 
the crown and the honour of the liatidn wercf 
. equally engaged. How I could recedfe from 
fuch an engagement ; how I colild advife 
the crown to defert a great prince in the 
midft of thofe difficulties^ in which a reliance 
Upon the good faith 6f this country had 
contributed to involve, him, are queilions I 
Villingly fubmit tt> your Lordfliips candon 
That wonderftil man might, perhaps, have 
txtricated himfelf from his difficulties with- 
out our affiftancci . He has talents whiefai 
. in every thing that touches the human capa- 
€;ity, do honour to the human mind; But 
how would England have fuppdrted . that 
reputation of credit and good faithj by 
which we have beeii diftinguiffied in Eu- 
rope? What other foreign power wOuld 
have fought our friendffiip ? What othef 
. foreign power would have accepted of art 
alliance with us ? 

• But^ my Lords, though t wholly con- 

I demn our entering into any engagtiments^ 

' which tend to involve us in a continental 

war, I do not admit that alliances with fbme 

0f the Gerotan Princes are either detriment' 

tal 
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tal or ufelels. They may be^ my Lords, not xxxi£ 
only nfeful, but neceflary. I hope, indeed, ^"'^^ 
I never (hall' fee an army of foreign auxili* 
aries in Great Britain; we do not want it. If 
our people are united ; if they are attached 
to the King^ arid place a confidence in his 
government, we have an internal ftrength 
fufficient to repel any foreign invafion^ 
With refpcft to Ireland, my Lords, I am not 
of the fame opinion. If a powerful foreign 
army were landed in that kingdom, with 
arms ready to be put into the hands of the^ 
Roman Catholics, I declare freely to your 
Lordfhips, that I (hould heartily wifli it wer6 
poflible td colleft twenty thoufand German 
proreftants, whether from Hefle or Brunf- 
wick, or Wolfenbottle,or even the unpopular 
Hanoverian, and land them in Ireland, I 
wifli it, rny Lords, becaufe I am convinced 
that, whenever the cafe happens, we (hall 
have no ErtgUfh army to fpare. 

* 1 have taken a wide circuit, my Lords; 
and trefpaffed, I fear, too long upon your. 
Lordfhips patience. Yet I cannot con-, 
clade without endeavouring to bring home 
your thoughts to an objeft morre immedi- 
ately: intereflihg to us than atoy I have ' yet 

cotifideredj , 
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confidered; Lmean the internal condition df 
this country. ,We may look abroad for 
wealth, or triumphs, or luxury; butEnglahd^ 
my Lords, is the main flay, the laft refort of 
the whole empire. To this point every 
fcheme of policy whether foreign or domef- 
tic^ {hould ultimately refer. Have any 
meafures been taken to fatisfy, pr to unite! 
the people? Are the grievances they have,fa 
long complained of removed? ^ or 'do they 
ftand not only urtredrefled, but aggravated? 
Is the right of free eleftion re/loxed to the 
ele'flive body? My ^iOrds^ I myCelf. am one 
of the people. 1 efteem that feciirity and 
independance, which is the original birthright 
of an Englifhman, far beyond the privileges^ 
however fplendid, which, are annexed to the 
peerage* I myfelf am by birth an Englifh 
ele6lor, ,and jcr.n with the freeholders of 
England as in a common caufe. Believe me, 
my Lord^, we miftake our real intereft as 
much as our duty, when we feparate our- 
felves from the mafs of the people. Can 
it be expelled that Engliflimen will unite 
heartily in the defence of a government, .by 
which they feel themfelves infulted andop-^ 
prefled? Reftore them to their rights; that 
is the true way to make them unanimous. 

It 
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it is not a ceremonious reeommendatiori Yxxix> 



from the throne, that can bring back peace ""^^^ 
aid harmony to a ' difeontented people* 
That infipid annual opiate has been adminif- 
tered fo long, that it has loft its efFeft; Some- 
thing fubftantial,^ fomething /efFedual ifluft 
be done; " 

'The public credit of the liatiori ftaqds 
next in degree to the rights of the confti- 
tution ; it . calls loudly for the interpofitiod 
of Parliament. Thiere is a fet of men, my 
Lords, in the thy of London, who are known 
to live in riot and luxury, upo'ri the plunder 
ofthaignortot, the irinpcent^ thehelplefs — 
bpon that part of the community^ which 
Hands nioft in need of^ arid beft deferves th^ 
care and prbteflion cjf legiflature. To me> 
my Lords j whether they be-miferable job* 
b'ers of 'Change-alleyj oi* the lofty Afiatic 
plunderers of Leadenhall-ftreet, they are all 
equally deteftable* I care but little whether a 
man walks on foot^ or is drawn by eight hor- 
fes or fix horfesj if his luxury be fupported 
by the plunder of his country, 1 defpife and 
deteft himfc My Lords> while I had the ho- > 
nour of fervin^ his Majefty, I never ven-i 

Vol, IL ' K tured 
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xxxix." tui'^^l to ^look at the Treafury but at a 
^ '■^"^ diftance; it is a bufinefs I am unfit for, and 
to which I never could have fubmitted. The 
little I know of it has not ferved to raife my 
Opinion of what is vulgarly called the rfionied 
inierejl; I rnean that blood-fucker, that 
muckworm, which, calls itfelf the friend of 
government — that pretends to ferve this or 
that adminiftration, and may be purchafed, 
on the fame terms, by any adminiftration— 
that advances money to government, and 
takes fpecial care of its own emoluments. 
Under this dcfcrfption I include the whole 
race of commiffiaries, jobbers, contra6lors, 
clothiers, and remitters. Yet I do ncM: deny 
that, even with thefe' creatures fome ma- 
nagement may be neceflary. I hope my 
Lords, that nothing I have faid will be un- 
derilood to extend to the honeft, induftri- 
ous tradel'man, who hold^ the middle rank, 
and has given repeated proofs, that he pre- 
fers law and liberty to gold, I love that 
clafs of men. Much lefs would I be thought 
to refleft upon the fair merchant, whofe 
liberal commerce is the prime fource of 
national ivealth, I efteem his occupatioOi 
and refpeft his charafter. 



I 
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^My Lords, if the general reprefentation, xxAx!, 
which I have had the honour to lay before ^^J^ 
y.ou of the fituation of public affairs, has, in 
any nieafure, engaged your attention; your 
Lordfhips. I am fure, will agree with me, 
that the feafon calls for ijiore than common 
prudence and vigour in the direftion of our 
Councils. The difficulty of the crifis de- 
mands a wife, a firm and a popular admi- 
niflratiori* The difhonourable traffic of 
places has engaged us too long* Upon this 
lubjeft, my Lords^ I fpeak without intereft 
or bnmit^. I have no perfonal objeftion to 
any of the King s lervants. I fhall nevef 
be minifter; certainly not without full pow- 
er to cut away all the rotten branches of 
Government Yet, unconcerned as I truly 
am for myfelf, I cannot avoid feeing fome 
capital errors in the diftribution of the royal 
favour* There are in en, my Lords, who, if 
their own fervices were forgotten, ought to 
have an hereditary merit with the Houfe of 
Hanover; whofe anceftors flood, forth in the 
day dftfoublCi, oppofed their perfons and 
fortunes to treachery and rebellion, and fe* >, ' 
cured to his Majefty s family this fplendid 
pow^ir of rewarding. There are pthef inen^ 
ray Lords, (iookmgjlernly at Lord Mansfield) 

R 2 who. 
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Sxxix! ^^^» to.fpeak tenderly of them, were not 
quite fo forward in the demonftrations df 
their zeal to the reigning family ; there was 
another caufe, my Lords, and a partiality 
to it,^ which fome perfons had not, at all 
times, difcretion enough to conceal. I know 
I fhall be accufed of attempting to revive 
diftinflions. My Lords, if it were poffible, 
I would abolifti all diftindlions, I would not 
wifh the favours of the Crown to flow inva- 
riable in one channel. But there are fome 
diftin6lions, which are inhei^ent in the nature 
of things. There is a diftinftion between 
right and wrong, — between Whig and 
Tory. 

• When I fpeak of an adminiftration, fuch 
as the neceffity of the feafon calls for, my 
views are large and colnprehenfive. — -It muft 
be popular, that it may begin with reputation, 
—It muft be ftrong within itfelf, that it may 
proceed with vigour and decifion. An ad- 
miniftration, formed upon an exclufive fyf- 
tern of family connexions, or private friend- 
Chips, cannot, 1 am convinced, be long fup- 
ported In this country. Yet, my Lords, 
no man refpefts?, of values more than I do, 
that honourable coxine6lioD, which arifes 

t ' frQXA 
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from a difintereftfed concurrence in opinion xx^x! 
upon public meafures, or from the facred 
bond of private friendfhip and efteem. What 
I mean is, that no fingte man's private friend* 
ftiips, or connexions, however extenfive, are 
fufficient of themfelves, either to form or 
overturn an adminiftration. — ^With refpe6l to 
the miniftry I believe, they have fewer rivals 
than they imagine. No prudent man wili 
covet a fituation fo befet with difficulty 
and danger, 

* I fliall trouble your LordQiips with but 
a few words more. His Majefty tells us in 
his fpeech, that he will call upon us for our 
advice, if it-ftould be neceffary in the farther 
progrefs of this affain — It is not eafy to fay 
whether or no the miniftry are ferious in 
this declaration ; nor what is meant by the 
progrtfs of an affair, which refts upon one 
fixed point. Hitherto we have not been 
called upon. — But though we are not con- 
fulted, it is our right and duty as the King's 
great, hereditary Council, to offer him pur 
advice. — The papers, mentioned in the no- 
ble Duke's motion, will enable us to form a 
juft and accurate opinion of the conduft of 
his Majefty 's fervants, though not of the 
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aflual ftate of their honourable negotiation;;. 
The miniftry too, feem to want advice upon 
fome points, in which their own iafety is 
immediately concerned. They are now ba» 
lancing between a war which *they ought to 
have forefeen^ but for which they have made 
QO provifion^ and an ignominious compro^ 
mife. — Let me warn them of their danger. 
—If they are forced into a war, they ftand 
it at the hazard of their heads. If, by an 
ignominious compromife, they (hould fiain 

the honour of the crown, or facrifice the 

• 

rights of the people, let them look to the 
confequences and confider Whether they 
will be able to walk the ftreets in fafety/ 

The motion was negatived by the previa 
ous queftion. 

There are many interefting FaSs in the 
negotiation concerning Falkland's Iflands, 
which not being related in the papers laid 
before Parliament, nor to be found in the 
public accounts of this tranfa6lion, it is 
prefumcd, they may, without impropriety, 
be given in this place. The elates of the 
public faQs, the reader will find in the note*. 

The 

* On the iQth ot February, 1770, two Spanifh frigates arrived 
9t Ppn Egmojit 5 and, in the name pf the King of Spain, ordered . 
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The negotiation began on the 12th day xxxix! 
of September, 1770. On that day the Bri- 

tifh 



all our people to evacuate the idand. But Captain Hunt, who 
was the Englith commanding oflSccr there, refuied to obey ; upon 
which the Spaniards took poflfefCon of the ifland in the name of 
his Catliolic Majefty, and gave the Englifh notice, in fonn, to 
quit the lame in fix months*. 

Oq the 6th of March, Captain Hunt (ailed for Sngland, leaving 
Captain Fepuor at Falkland's liland. He thought it the mol) 
aclvifablc^ to. bring intelligence of the above tranfa^ion to the 
Minidiy at ^ome ; ^nd, at the fame time, leave a force ^t th« 
iilandy to watch the motions of the Spaniards. - « 

On the 30th of May, 1770, Captain Hitht arrived at Plymouth, 
and immediately fet out for- ILondon, and acquainted the Lords of 
tlie Admiralty with cveiy particular at Falkland's lllands. The 
King having exprefTcd a defirc to fee his, joun'al, it was carried 
to l\is Majefty by Sir ^^dward Hawke. Some account of this 
affair having got into the public prints, the Miniilry immediately 
contradicted it in the ftrongeft terms. Their writers aflTerted, 
that the Spanifti frigates touched at Port-Egmont only to get freih 
water; that the officers did not even go aftjore, &c. (See all the 
London new fpapers of June 9,1770.) In about fix weeks after 
the arrival of Captain Hunt, Prince MalTerano, the SpaniHi 
Minifter in London, acquainted Lord Weym6uth, in a conference^ 
that by that time the forces of his Catholic Majefty AXrerc cer- 
tainly, in poflefiion of Falkland's Inlands. Still no notice was 
taken. 

The affair was kept fecret until the 9th of S(!ptember, wlicij 
advice arrived from Spain, that Falkland's Iflands were adually 
taken by the Spaniards. The fame coi^rier brought advice of 
the galleon's being arrived at Cadiz. 

On the 13th of September, the Admiralty ordered fixteen 
guardftiipa to be got ready. This was the firft alarm. The 
liock» fcU'cQnfiderably* More guardfbips were ordered, and 
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CHAP, tifh Miniftry Tent their firft mcraorial to the 
Court of Madrid. The Spanifh Minifter 
gave a ftiort anfwer, that as the King of 
Great* Britain ha^ no Minifter at Madrid, 
the King of Spain would fend his anfwer tq 
Prince Mafferano, his Minifter at London \. 

prcfs waxijaatswere iflued. A few knew the caufc, but the pub- 
lic were kept ignorant. Lord Holland, Lord Hertford, and fcve- 
ral other minillerial lords, and their friends, fold large iUms out of 
the funds. I'he Duke of Bedfoitl's party were for preferving the 
peace at any rate; and iLord Rochford being of a different opinion, 
they tried to remove him. The King refused to comply with 
their wifhes. -.. ' 

• • 

A bon mot at this time deferves to be noted. Lord Hertford 
aiked Lord Rochford, at Court, Well, my Lord^ ivAat uevts^-' 
feace or ^arf Lord Rochford anfwered, Tbey are at fenucnij- 
nine, feven-ei^hths^ my Lord, 

[During the negotiation between Mr, Pttt and Mr, Bujy^ in 

the year 1761, // 'was difco'uered that Mr, S y one of the 

clerks in the Secretary of Stafe^s office 1 gambled in the public 
funds J upon *wbich he tvas injiantly d/fcharged.'y 

On th3 2 2d of September, the FaYOiirite frigate, Captain Fer- 
mor, arrived at Portimouth, from Falkland's Iflands, with the 
remainder of our people ; the Spaniards having taken poffeffion 
pf th« Iflands o^l tlie a4th of June, 1770, with a fuperior force. 

§ Upon Sir James, Gr,ay ka\tfig Madrid in V768, Mr- George 
fitty now Lord Ri^vers, was appointed Iiib fiicccflbr; but he never 
WQnt ; and the Secretary of the Embafly, Mr. Harris, now Lord 
Malmesbury, whom Sir James Gray left at Madrid, was the only 
reprcfentative of the Britifh Sovereign at that Court. Though at 
that t'me a young man, he condu£led this negotiation, as far as he 
'was concerned in it, with uncommon abilit}', and a very becoming 

It 
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It is neceflary to obferve, for the reader's ^xx^x* 
iriformation, th^t the fyftem of the BritHh 
Court, fince the accelTion of the prefent 
King, has been to maintain ttoo Cabinets — 
one official^ the other efficient. The official ' 
Cabinet, confiding of the official Miniftersof 
thei'evefal departments of the State, carried 
on the negotiation with the Couft of Ma-? 
drid, The efficie7it Cabinet, confifting of 
perfons of lower rank, fuch as are common-? 
ly known by the denomination oi fecond^ 
rate-men y but who were honoured with the 
full and unlimited confidence of the Clofet, 
carried on at the fame time a counter-pego^ 
tiation with the French Courts 



Ax, the beginning of the negotiation, 
there was a difpofition in both thefe Cabi-r 
nets, to refent theinfult of the Spanifli 
Court ; but after the return of the Princefs' 
of Walesi from the Continent, which was in 
the month of October, xh^ tone of the ejici^ 
ent Cabinet was changed; and they more 
than once, oppofed with fuccefs, the official 
Minifters. At length, on tfie fifteenth day 
of December, 1770, Lord Weymouth^ who 
was Secretary of State for foreign affairs, 
\^einff \vearied with delay and evafion, pro-* 

pofe4 
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xxxlx! pofed in Council to recall Mn Harris from 
Madrid. His Lordihip followed the exam- 
ple of Lord Chatham^ who, in 1761, ^ro- 
pofed to recall Lord Brijlol from the fame 
Court. Lord Weymoutfi^ propofition was 
rejefted; upon which he immediately, re- 
Cgned. Lord -R(?cA/^r^ fucceeded to Lwd 
Weymouth's department ; and adopting Lord 
Weymouth's fpirit, he adopted his LordIhip*s 
propofition alfo ; for at a Cabinet Coui^cil, 
held on the twenty-firft, the propofition to/ 
recall Mr. Harris was agreed to. Whate- 
ver happened between the fifteenth and the 
twenty-firft, to occafion this change of opi- 
nion in the majority of the Cabinet, is not 
exa6lly known; but it was faid, that Prince 
Mqfferanohz.d fcnt a letter to hotd Rqch^ 
ford^ written in fuch ftrong terms, as to iit^ 
duGC his Lordftiip to menace the Cabinet 
with another refign^ition, if the propofition 
was Qot agreed to» 

. On the twenty-fecond, the counter nego- 
-tiation of the efficient Council, began to 
emerge from its' dark chamber. The confi- 
dential Minifter of the clofet, held a con-» 
ference with M, Francois^ Secretary to the 
fimbaffy of France at the Court of London, 

upon 
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Upon the fubjeQ; of terms of accommodation ^j^/i^ 
with Spain, This fecret negotiation was ^^ — '-*-' 
unknown to the French Minifter, M, le J^uc 
de ChoifeuL; who had entered fully into the 
defigns of Spain, and had firmly refolved to 
fupport that power in her intended Var with 
Gwat Britain. At this time, there was a 
ilrong party in the French Court againft 
Choifeul, confifting of Madame Barre, the 
Princes of the Blood, the Prince de Soubize, 
and of other great perfons; who had^ 
for feveral months pail, anxioufly and 
eagerly wifhed to procure the difmiffion of 
the Minifter ; but hitherto he had maintained 
his intereft with the King, notwithftanding 
all their efforts againft him. The King was 
now advanced beyond the climacteric of life, 
and was affeftionately attached to the fea* 
fon of peace; becaufe it afforded him more 
opportunity to indulge in his favourite plea^ 
fures, than the period of war. For this rea^ 
fon M. ChoifeuL had not acquainted the King 
with his defign of co-operating with Spain ; 
by which he had flattered himfelf, that he 
fhould obliterate the difgraces of the late 
war. The defign was difcovered, or rather 
inade known to Madame Barre; who im* 
mediately prejudiced the King fo flrongly 

againft 
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xxxix; againft the projefl of his MiniRer, that he 

^^"^T^ yeilded to her importunities ; and difmiffed 

him from all his employments*. And,, at 

the 
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tionofLd. ralty. The following fiapei, which is taken from the pifblic 
f**^*^ prints of that time, fecms tp explain this rcfignation, and fomc 
ptheir circumi?ances : 

♦* If Sir EdivarJ Haivke had followed the advice and example 
pf his friends, he would not have been reduced <q the diihpnoura- 
bfe neccflity of quitting the direftion of the EngH(h n^vy, at the 
very moment it is going to be employed agsiinft the for^gn enemies 
cf England, To be left in employment, after Chatham and 
Granby had retired ; — to continue in it, in company with G<wer and 
Hillsborough ; are circumdances too difgraceful to admit of aggra-« 
vation. It is natural to fympathife in the diflreflfes of a brave 
tnan, and to lament that a noble eflate of reputation (hould be 
fquandered away in debts of diflionour cpntra^d amongf^ 

• * 

^arpers. 

** His Majefty, God blefs him^ has now gof rid of (fvcry man, 
whofe former ferviccs, or prefent fcruples," could be fuppcfed to 
give oflfenpe to her Royal Ifigbnefs the frlucefs potvagtr of Wales, 
Her Royal Highnefs'» fcheme of Government, formed long before 
Jier huiband's death, is now accoraplifted. She has fticcccded in 
disuniting every ps(rty, and diOTolVing every connexion ; and, by 
the mefe influence of the Crown, has formed an adminiftration, 
fuch as it is, out of the refitfe of them <ill. There are two lead- 
ing principles in the politics of St. James's, which will account 
for silmoft evpry me^fure of Government fijiccthelLiqg*s acceffion. 
The firft is, that the prerogative is fufficient to make a lackey 
Prime Nf inifter, and to mainhiin him in that poft, without any re- 
gard to the welfare or to the ©pinion of the people.^— The fecon4 
^f tl;at iioae butpeifons infj^nificant in thenifeIveS| or of tainted 

repUtatiooji 
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the fame time, exiled htta to Chaiiteloux.— chap? 

: XXXIX. 

Several Englilh, as well as French gentle- 
men. 



reputation, fhould be brought into employment. Men of greater 
confcquences and abilities, will have opinions pf their own, and 
will not fiibmit to the meddling, unnatural ambition of a mother, 
who grafps at unlimited power, at the hazard of lier fon's de- 
ftrudion. ' They will not fufFer meafures of public utilijy, which 
have been refolved upon rn Council, to be checked and conti ouled 
by a fecret influence in the clofet. Such men confequently will 
never be called upon, but in cafes of extreme neceflity. When 
that ceafe?, they find their places no longer tellable. To anfwcT 
thepurpoles of an ambitious womati, an Adminidration muft be 
formed of more pliant materials; of men, who, having no con- 
nedtion with each other, no perfonal intereft, no ^eight of confi- 
deration with the people, may feparately depend upon the fmiles 
of the Crown alone, for their advancement to high ofEces, and 
for their continuance in them. If fuch men refift the' Princefs 
Dowager's pleafure, his Majel^y knows that he may difmifs them 
without rifquing any thing from their refentment. His wifdom 
fuggeftstohim, that if he were to chufe his Minifters for any oi 
thofe quaVuics, which might entitle them to public efleem, th€ 
nation might take part with them, and refent iheir dirn;;ffion. As 
it is, whenever he changes his fervants, he is fure to have the 
people, in that inftance, on his fide. 

** The Princefs Dowager having now Carried her plan of Ad- 
minidration into effect, it is not to be wondered that (lie (hould be 
very unwilling to expofe herfelf, and her fchemes, to the uncer- 
tain events of a foreign war. She knows that a difader abroad 
would not only defeat the cunning plan of female avarice and am- 
bition, but that it might reach farther. The mothers of our 
Kings have heretofore been impeached; and if the precedent* 
are not fo coifipleat as they fhould be, they will admit of improve- 
ments." ' ' 
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XXXIX- ^^^y and perfonso^ high rank, vifited hirA 
ill his exile* He was the fii ft exiled French 

Minifter^ 

To this explanation of th^ prevailing cokrtJyJUm of the period^ 
it may be very proper to add a (hort account of another /rokiiim/ 
trait in the character of the Britifli government. The death of 
the Princefs Dowager of Walcrs, which happened a few y^rs after- 
wards, made- no difference in the exigence of this tnut. Her po* 
litical influence was only transferred* 

. The official miniflers) of the feveral departments, had been 
cholen from the time of the accefli'on, under the politics of Lord 
Bute, not upon account of any qualification pfmerif they pofTefled; 
but upon the condition of perfed obedience to thofe perfons» who 
were honoured with the confidence of the clofet. And that the 
condition of this obedience might be the more delicately enforced^ 
it was the policy of the authors of this plan, and confequently 
the ufual pra^ice and courfc of bufinefs, that thefe confidants 
fuggefted the fev;eral meafures which they thought proper to have 
purfued. Their fuggeftions being adopted, they were again fug- 
gcQed to the refponfible minifters ; who, in this mode of tranfadl- 
^ing public bufinefs, were afsured that they were to apfwer only in 
an official manner ; that is, each man, in, and for, his own dc- 
panmertt only. This was fuch a refinement of refponfibility, as 
thofe who had framed the fafe-guards of the Conftitution, at the 
time of the Revolution, had never conceived. In this mode of 
executing official duty, there feemed to be a refponfibility, and 
yet there was none ; for the crown beiijg the executive power, the 
meaiures were decided and adopted, according to the opinion of 
xhtfecret ad'v'ifers. It is fcarcely poffible for jealoufy itfelf, to 
imagine a pandemonium more dangerous than this. In approba* 
tion of this fyftem, and this practice, a number of perfons, who 
were favourites at Court, and who diftinguifhed themlelves by the 
appellation of King*s Friends, promulgated, in language quite 
unreferved, *tbat Bis Majtfty ivas al*ways bis (nun minifier, Tho 
befi comment upon this text is, the diminution of the Britifh em* 
piit| in coalequence of the war with America4 It was to this 

fXftcm 
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*Minifter, >vho had ever been fo honoured, ^xxi^' 
In a free converfation with one of his Eng* *--v-^ 

i-n •/- i770« 

lilh vilitors, (G^enferal John Burgoyne) he 
candidly informed him of one part of his 
plan againft Great Britain, if the war had 
commenced, which he intended — It was — 
to have landed an army in Effete ; to have 
proceeded with the utmoll rapidity to Lon- 
don, where they were to have burned the 
Bank and the Tower, particularly the firft; 
but to have committed no other depredation 
whatever, and then to have returned with 
the fame expediuon. The troops were to 
have had no other baggage or incumbrance, 
than their knapfacks. His principal objeft 
was, to annihilate the Public Credit of 
Great Britain, which he conceived the de* 
ftruftion of the 3anll in London, would 
perfe6lly accomplifli. It rauft be owned the 
icheme is feafible, and, perhaps not imprac- 
ticable. There are always yeffels enough 
at^Dalais and Dunkirk for fuch an expedi- 
tion ; • and the vicinity of the garrifoned 
towns facilitates the affembling of an army, 
without creating an alarm. The anecdote 

fyilem that Lord Chatham alluded, in his fpcech on the fecond 
lay of Marchy i^^o, infertcd in chapter 37. 

may 
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xxxix! '^^y fcj^ve to put future minifters on ihtif 
guard; for, at that time, we had no force 
in any fituation, to impede the operation^ 
had it been attempted. 

On the twenty-feventh day of December^ 
1770, the King of Spain held a grand 
Council ; the refult of which was, nothing 
more than a repetition, in different words^ 
of the ultimatum which Lord Weymautk 
had rejefled. This refult was fent to Paris^ 
tot)e firft communicated to M, de Ckaifcui^ 
and then to be forwarded to London; but 
that Minider being difmifled, the difpatches 
came ihto the King's own hands^ on the (e- 
cond day of January 177 1. The King tead^ 
and retained the difpatches ; and immedi* 
ately fent advice to the Catholic King^ that 
he had been totally ignorant of the corref- 
pondence, and defign of his Mihifter ; and 
that he was refolved not to enter into the 
war : at the fame tlme^ offering his media* 
tion in the prefervation of peace. The Ca* 
tholic King in his anfwer, put himfelf en* 
tirely into thepoffeffionof theKing of France 
•—belaid no reftraint on his brother King^ 
•' but to preferve his honour"— he referred 
the whole cafe to him. Information of all 

thefe 
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ibefe circamftslnceJ was irfegularf)^ fcrit b %iMt 
M; Francois at Lbndbn. He^ and hot the 



Aitibftflkdor^ was made the Confideilt. But> 
in confcquence of the Catholic King's re- 
ference t<J the King of France, full power$ 
to treai:, were fent to the Cbunt d^ Gaines 
the Firetich Minifter at London, with aii 
aflliraiice, that furthisr po\<rers vxmld bef&rd 
to Pririte Maffermo. Thefe difpatches 
arrived iii London dn the fdurteenth day 
bf January 177!. Thfe Spariifli Atobafla- 
dor, howevfet, refufed to cdncur in any 
hegotiatibn, declaring his reafon to be, that 
as Mr. Jiarris was recalled, he Cdutd not - 
negotiate upoti aoy tferms,- ekpefting that 
his ti¥fi! recall would ht the immediate con* 
fequeticei FiVe meflengeh Were then fent 
to Mr. Harris, by different wiiys, tb Order 
him back to Madrid *. 
Voi. IL S White 

^ 

* This cxpikihs tdrd Roch/otd's letter io Mt. Sdrrii, whiclt 
^thefiHft ilpprati ineiplicable: "" 

St. yamlu*9, jMimkry t f j 1 77 1 , 

The KtNG havirift rotioii^ itttA tbe tdformitioft te hu tv. 
ceived, taiielicve that Prince de Mafftrano has orders to mako 
frefti propofitions 6f iatisfk^lion for the injury done to his Majefty 
at Falkland's Hlands, I am tofignify to yotthb Majefty^s pleafur^ 
tMitt yoQ seturii lo the Coiirt o^ Madiidi in order that you may be 
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xXMx* While -Lord Rochfori was pegotiatingf 
-with \P,rince Maffercmo^ Mr. Stuart Maty 
kenzie was negotiating with Monf. Francois* 
At length, about ian hour before the meeting 
of Parliaments^ on the tWenty-fecond of Ja- 
nuary 1771, a deck^ration was figned by the 
Spanifh Ambaffador, under Frenth orders 
and a French indemnification, for the refti* 
tution of .Falkland's Ijlands to his Britannic 
Maje% ; but the important condition, upon 
which this, declaration was obtained, was 
not mentioned in the declaration. This con- 
dition was. That the Britilh forces fiiould 
evacuate Falkland's Iflands as foon a& con- 
venient after they were put in pofTeffion of 
Port and Fort Egmont. And the Britilh 
Miniftry engaged, as a pledge of thdur^ fin- 



ready to hear any thing, which the Minifters of his Cathoh'c Ma- 
jefty Bwy have in charge to fay to you, on the fame fi^bjedl, and to 
carry on theufual int^rcourfe between the two Courts, in cafe the 
above-mentioned propofitions (hould prove fatisfa/ftory, and as h 
ibi frejfeni circumfiances your appearance at. Madrid is^ery mate- 
rial^ it is his Majefy^^ fleafure^ that you Jiould not lofeany time 
In your journey f on account of private affairs or inconn/enience ; 
and that you (hould remain there till his Majefty Iball Uimkproptr 
tctfiU y^r fiia$e by a Minifter of higher character. 

I am, *c. ' ROCHFORD. 

k » • • • I 

. . ^•\ • . .. •• . *» . cent^ 



be the ftfft td difirbi*. •■; » ' :• ■■■'•• ' 



kh** 






Twb (toys after ithdfe^niftiAtnbiitfadtti? 
iad fi^ied thftidcblaratiOfl, he i^'ciived or- 
det^ 'CiB. nscSLll t bai his' fat^ Was like that oiF 
Mr, 'Hanis, ifi'i ihonuhie afterwards he 
received' orders-tb r^hiatn; 

UUriiig the rA6"ntii df iFpbi'uaiy. i^f !,« thi* 
SpMnini -liiihiftier at Madrid; hinted to Mn ' 
#<2»4^ oils: ihtstmbfliof' the SpaniAi Qoart^ 
to requift • bf the 'Bfitifb MiniaTyi^a' ^i 

underJUoS'. Mn'-flarrii's difpatbh^ * <edii* 

tainihg tJiis hintj was received by the Mfc 

niftrjr on- the fduith «if March; Thr6B diyrf 

aft^rWatds, a SpMfll mfeffeiiger arriVedi 

With oilers- td'PriMftfc-Mtf/^tt«i»i to-tnak6 

a pdfiiiye ddmand of the ceffioii of Falki ; f ,^ 

iarid*i'iaatid^ t» 4be Kii% of- Spafm The ■ 

ft r> T , 

Halacainft Mcflieurs Torr, R9ger2Lnd Defekb^ who haJchargcdl 
1^ with gambling xn the Engliik fundS:; 

^ .CcO^el ^^fffAf^ix^i ^n-j^bCv^Qwfc .^/t5!^?>"^9{^»' ^^* ^°"* f ' 
fieur Fr«/i%//. tealizc(J upwardi of half amillFoa ft?r^g» W 
g^i^i^TMii^irPAa tth^iAl fUiidirduritig tfce^ pei%>aof tfais'iA^^^ 









%ftj^ Sii99i(h Ambaflador &ft (xmumimcated liis 

.Ss>rr^ uifiMrmation of thefe or4en to ^e jFrcQch 

•790. 

Ambaffador, with a view of knowing if he 
would concur with him in makii^ the de- 
ii)iuif|« Qn the fcmrteeitth they held a con* 
iereqce with Loid Rgcbfinrd on the fabjed. 
His LordCbip iS anfwer was confonant to the 
fpirit he had unifonnly flicwn. Inconfe- 
quence of this anfwer^ meflengei3 were fent 
IP Pf^is 9nd Madrid. The reply from 
f xanj:^ W9S civil, but mentioned the JFamily 
pcii4)|i£|. The anfwer from Spain did not 
ze^ch I^ondon till the twenti^ :of Aprils 
rrla tb^ me«n time^ the Minifters bdd fe^ 
ver^l cpafcrences with Mr. Stuart Maeken^ 
»>r-The refult of the whotfi was^ the £ng« 
lifii fet the example to difarm ; and Falk- 
land's Iflands yrere totally evacuated and 
abandoned in a (hort time afterwards ; and 
have ^ver fince been in the pc^eflkm of the 
Sps^niatds*— The Britiflb ai:ma^ent soft the 
nation between three and four miUi(Kis of 
money/'befides the expence and-mconveni* 
ence to individuals. 



•I • 



noiiUc It is impoffible to quit this {ubje6^. widi« 
o^t offejcwg an .obteauon i^ppn ?iie fyaim 
of mahitamipga Double Gabihst at^ 
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tirte in the Briiti& Court ; equdiynctctfi ^xix? 
Qnconfthuibimi^ difgratccfiil, aiid^i'iijuribuk^ ^7*^' 
as well to the honour of the Cf50vm/ ay tor 
the interelt of the country. 

* 

No perfon will hefitate to fay, that one 
of thefe cabinets was always under a partis 
ciitdf ir^ence. The whole ferics^ of th& 
chapter^ as well as^ thft long note in it, c6n- 
(ceriiing^ the refigttatiofi of Eord^^t^ife, ^d 
thfe fubfequeht ejrplkh&tiori of thfe CoHfU 
Syjiem in' thte fame ^note, indil^iitatily'a^- 
noUiice; that there was eftafalimedf in tne 
Britiflr Court,, a fyftem of government, t^at 
can lie explained only by the mafter-Icey 
dif(i€ret infiuence^ And when we look oyer 
the names of thofe, who have rifen, in a 
few years, from lituations of indigente to 
thofe of affluence and the peerage, (the 
commis of Lord Bute for example, aS well 
asi others) we atre not tb wonder at circuni- * 
ftanfees^ which, jfrrt'T^d^yjiaa?, ardiiiexpKcaw 
ble ; without the recblleftion of collateral 
events. Lord Bute gave upwards of one' 
hundred thoufands for his eflate ih Bedford* 
fhire, very foon afler the peace of 1763; 
See- the extraft frbm the eflkys of Antu 
SeJanuSi in ^- note' in chapter xxii; A de* 

S^ fcriptioa 
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xxxi£ feriptioii in6re explicit wduU Ixt'caBed ^ 
^^^^^ libel.. To .this bow-ftrihg (h^^tfitth Of biG? 
toiy is oftea facnficedv 
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C H A P. 'XL,.. 

• pf IAhl$:^hf^trru^f% of f/ie DyJ^ of- M^nchef^ 
Ur^Viokfit di/hrbancc madcty^ the, Cmrt Party 
— Th^ Hw>rity feccd^-r-MP^wn uli^ng €fibr 
raitar'-^Thfi Spanijh Detlarqt\m:^I^cn^ark$\bji 
Lord Chatham — His Quefiio^ intended for /A? 
J^ges — Lord Chalharns * Speech on the lj^6iiot\ 
to refcifidihe Refolution concerning the/ Afidd/efix 
EleHion — Lord Chaihuvis Motion- to addrtfs the 
Xing to dijfolve the Parliammt'^His mipi to go 
to America^' I . . - - 



. *" ' » 




o 



N the 28th qF Nov. i/yOi Lord CA^n 
. h(m. ?^(>v€4, "Th^it the jcapacity. tQ 
Lordchat- be chofen a reppefentative of the Commons 
ncws'the i^- Parliament, be^pg uixder /known ^eftricr 

difcuflion V If-*- • r I ' -' • 1 • 

iicOion. herent right of the fubjeft-, may be cogniz- 
able by law, and is a matter wherpin tlje 
jurifdiftioni of the. Houfe pf Commons 
(^PMgh unappealable as tp tjiefeat of their 
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member) is not final or cbnclufivei" ; * His 

Lordftiip w^s very difpaflionate, clear^ apd 

ftrong; enlarging on all the points of the 

Middlefex eleftion. He urged thq neideffity 

of diflblvihg the Parliament, as a iheafurt 

that \^otrld give univerfal fatisfafclion. That 

as to the impropriety of the two Houfes of 

Parliament quarrelling, it would h6 of no 

worfe confequence than in 1704, and iti^;a 

point tiiat ought to be fettled : thfe liberty 

of the fubjeft, the right of eleftion, wei;e 

invaded by an arbitrary vote of the bthet 

floufe, whkh, though only one braivrh of 

the leglflature,had aflumed the power of the 

whole. The people neither had, nor cbUld 

have any confidence in a Houfe of Com* 

lAons which had ' committed fo flagrarit a 

violation of their deareft right. The ^pre- 

fent Houfe Commons were become odious 

in the eye of the prefent age, and their me* 

mory would be detelted by pofterity. Their 

having fiibftituted Col. Luttrell for Mn 

W^t/i^i, he infifted, demanded the fevereft 

punifomeht— required a diflblution. ' 

* Towards the end of his fpeech he made lI'm^J^ 
^ digreffion, to introduce another grievance, frfnc o1**^ 
vhich, hefaid, he was informed prevailed ^^"^ 

in 
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^%t^* in Uvs courts of lav, refpe&ing juries in the 
cafe of libels^ and the judgment of the Court 
which followed. He concdved the diiec* 
tioB of the Judge, not fpnne^y, hut lately 
given to juries, to be dangerous and uncon« 
fiitutional, and the judgment of the ccoixti 
in many cafes, to have heen cruel and via- 
diflive. The matter of libel— :of public 
libel— *¥ras generally apolitical matter; an4 
the queCtion^ whether a paper was a libel of 
not, was not a quellion of law^ > but a (jiier^ 
tion of politics, m which Minifters ifidulged 
their paffion of revenge, and the courts of 
law became their inftrument^ of grati%a^ 
tion. See Appendix T, 

Lord Mansfield, after rdany compKoif nt^ 
to Lord Chatham, maintained his doflrinoi 
refpefting libels. 

Lord Chatham replied, * that if he con- 
ceived the noble Lord on the woolfack right^ 
his do£lrine was, " That a libel, or n^ot ^ 
libel, was a matter of law, and ws^s to be 
decided by the Bench ; and the queilion to 
he left to the jury to determine, was only 
the faft of printing and publilhing :" tq 
Vfhich Lord Mans^eld ^ffcntc^. His Lord* 

^ >i^ 
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fhip^hen exprefied his aftonifhment^ declar* ^^t.^^ 



ing, ^ that he had neyer underftood th^t tQ 
be the lav of England^ and exprefre4 hi§ 
wifh, *f |that a day might be appoiptied for an . 
fnqtmy iijto the cQndu6l " of the Judge^ 
who had advanced fuch a do^riiie/^ ^ Hi^ 
LQtdfhip c^feryed^ ^hap in a late cafe^ it wa| 
declared from the Bepch, that if the verdift^ 
4nftead qf guilty pf printing and publifhing 
onfy^ had been guihy of printing and pub* 
jifhiag^ vithout the word <?n/y, the ofiicec 
of the PQurt WQu}4 h^ve ei^te^ed if: qn the) 

» 

Lord ChathanCs obfery^tions pn the cpurt^ 
pf law, refpeding libels, occafioned Lord 
MansJ^ld to moye, that the Houfe migh^ 
be Aimmoneci on Monday the nth of De* 
pemben It was .uniyerfally fupppfed tha( 
Lord MansJ^ld was rcfojved to enter fully 
jnto the fubje6); pn that day ; but when the 
time arrived. Lord Mansfiel4 oply told (heir 
Lordlhips that he had left a paper with thq 
9lerk for their peruiah Thi^ brought up 

f Lord Ckatham. who faid, that the veiw 
di£l of the jury; in the cafe to whi^h the 
pap^r alluded, was *^ guilty of printing an4 





** publifhing or?i); ;" that, two motions had 
been made in the court upon this yerdi£l ; 
Otte^ in arrett of judgment, by the defendant, 
grounded li pon the ambiguity ©fthfe v^didl 
^ — the pther by the counfel of tne crown, to 
enter up the verdi€l' according to the legal, 
import. On both ihotions a rule to fhew 
caufe was granted, and in a fliort time after 
ihe matter was argued before the X3burt^ 
The noble Judge, -wHen he delivered the 
bpinion of the Court upon the vei^did, went 
Regularly through the whol6 of ihe pro- 
ceedings at Nifi Prius, as well the evidence 
that had been given as his own charge to the 
jury. This proceeding would hdve been 
very proper, h^d a motion been made from 
either fide for a new trial; becauFe either 
ft verdift given contrary to evid&nce^ or an 
improper chai*ge by the Judge at Niji Prius, 
is held to be a fufficierit ground for granting 
a new trial : but when -a motion is made in 
arreft of judgment^ or for'eftablifhiilg the 
verdift by entering it tip according to the 
iegal import of the words, it muft be on the 
ground of fomething appearing on the recordi 
and the Court, in cdnfiderine whether the 
verdift {hall* be eftabliflied or not, are io 
^onfjned to the retord, that th«y xannot 
'-J" * ^ ^ take 
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take -notice of ^ily thing that does not jip* ^ "l/* 
pear on the face of it; to make ufe of the ^"^^J^ 

legal phrafej-M^r^WTW^ travel out of' the . 
record. The noble Judge did travel out of 
the record. I affirm, therefore, that hi? ^ • 

COnduft wasikirXGULAR,E5fTRAjUDICIAI, 

^pdtJNPRBCEDENTED; and lam fure there 
hi not a lawyer -in England* that will con- 
tradi£i me; His real riiotive for doing whqt ' 
hie knew to i)e widng, wa*, that he might 
have an. opportunity of telling the piiblid 
extrajudicially s that the other three Judges 
figreed with ji^i^ iiV^he doftrine laid down 
jw the charge,' ' 



» ' 



X»ord Camdenf afked, if Lord Mansjietd 
meant to have his^ paper entered upon the 
Journals, To which Lord- Munsjield an- 
fwered, Nq^ ! No I only to leave it v)itk the 
ClerM. 

After this hufineX^ was over, the Duke of JrcToTSSB 
Manchejier rofe. His Grace began with Sknckcf, 
deicribing the ftate of the nation, and parti- ^"^^ ^ ' 
cularly the ftate of Gibraltar and Minorca; 
the formet of which, he faid, was utterly de- 
fenoelefs-— Here his Grace was interrupted 
Ijy LQ^fl^ Gowcr'^ who de^red that the Houfe 

plight 
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^ XL. '* ©Jglrt be cleared of ail but thofe wbo^liad a 

*■ V"' right to fit there. There was a fiandmg 

order of the Houfe, he faid, ^»t wme but 

feers fhould com<e therp. 

% * 

J*g^ The ft^ading order of the Houfe was theo 
f^^* read, whep thjc Duke of Rickmond gat up, 
^'^ and defended what the Duke of MancJbeficr 
hadfaid, ob&rving, th^t though H w^ very 
true any Lord had a right toprder the Houib 
fobe cleared, yet that their dpi^g k ik>w 
would alarm the people, who would' imniie^ 
diateiy fuppofe they were afraid thehr pn> 
qeedings (hopld be known. Immedmtdiy a 
violent putcry arofe, and ;ill became noife, 
(damour, and confufion. Clear the Htn^et 
(lUar the Houfe! was^ echoed from fide to 
fide. The Lords Denbigh and Marchmffn^ 
particularly dtftinguiflied themfelves ill pufiit 
in^ out the Members of the Houfe of Coirf* 
iDOns, as well as flrangers. The Duke of 
Richmond attempted to fpfsafc, but his v6ice 
w^s drowned in the clamour. LPrd Chci£^ / 
^ hct^f (hocked at the ind^ency of fuch a 
proceeding, rofe, hoping that his age, his 
fervices, his character, would cd>tain atten« 
|ion ; but thele were not the charms-to ftx>thd 
fl^ gT€9( illleaibl y. H^nds^ yoicfts^ i^i 
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vere all employed to prevent the tioble^^^''* 
Lord (vrhofe feat in that Houfe ivas the ^-v^ 
reward, cf having laved th€ nati'on) from 
being heard at this moment* 

Lord CAfliAflW continued fpeaking, withr 

outbeing heard^ for fome time. . He fent the 

iiixkt of Richmond to the Speaker (Lord 

Mansjield) to acquaint his Lordfhip that he 

wanted to fpeak to the eoi^ru6lion of the 

ftanding Order. But he could not be heard« 

Ifhe tafte was evidentJy for Lord Den^igk^n 

mid Ij6rd Marchmont^s eloquence. Lord 

Chatham, at length wearied out with infult^ 

declared^ that if he was not to have the pri^ 

vilege of a Lord of Parliament^ and to be 

allowed the exercife of free debate, it was 

needlefs and idle for him to attend Parlia«. 

TDfii^. He left the Houfe ; and about eigh- w^jj' 

teefi Lords h^ dign^y enough to feel their 

own djfgrape in the i^fult offered to himj and 

left the Ijloufe to its own madniefs^ 

• ' • ■ * ' 

No fooner y^^t€ thefe noble perfoq^ re- 
tij^f^r ^m, 4^ if the defign oS the Minillr/ 
Igmd bfitn to t^llthe worlds ths^t the prefencei 
of thofe noble Lords was the only circum«r 
iUnce that prevented their 5:9a>piHtMig thQ 

xnoft 



ipo. 
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^xl/" ™^^ violent abfurditics, they loft all difcit?^ 
tion, and infifted on the Members of the 
Houfe of .Gominohs being tutned out in 
the crowd. Some of the Members bf the 
Houfe of Commons reprefented that they 
were in the a6l of their daty, attending vrith 
a Bill ; they were, howeverj forced ttf with- 
draw till tiie meffage was delivered^ dnd 
they then attisiiddd their Bill in a piretty large 
body; Thfey had no fooder delivered the 
Bill, than the outcry began again; time 
was not given them to fee whether they 
would return of their own accdrd^ but they 
were, in an unworthy, unprecedented inan^ 
ner, literally driven but of the Houfd. 

Next day (December 12) thd Dtike of 
Manchejlcr made the motion he was prevent- 
ed making the day before, and which was, 
to defire his Majefty would be pleafed to 
fend a proper force to Gibraltar, and thcf 
iflands of Minorca and Jamaica, for their 
neceflary and fufficient defence at this time; 
He (hewed the naked ftate of all oiir poffeffi- 
oiis abroad, and our defeiicelMs iflalte at' 
home; and all this was owiftg, he faid, to the 
incapacity and pufillanimity off the King's 
Minifiers, who were abhorred at home and 
defpifed abroad* 



♦ Lord Chatham confirmed this meiah- ^xu ^* 
choly ftate of dur affairs ; and added, that ' W-^ 
he had received intelligence of a Man being Lord 
jormed to attack (yibr altar. 

Lord S(hndniich {'Adi^ there might be fuch 
a plan; and what' then? Gibrahar, he faid, 
was 6peatothe fea, and We could retake it^ 
if we pleafedj tJlough, upon the whole, he 
did not think it was of much importance. 

The motion was negatived. 

Oh the 25th day of January, 1771, the Motion 
Spanifh A;nbaflador's Declaration concern- [hJ^spi"* 
ingjF^lkland's Iflands being laid before Par- cumtioi 
lianqtent, the Buke of Manchejler moved, 
that the papers? refpe6ling the negotiation 
be alfo laid biefore the Houfe^ 

Lord Rochford moved an amendment, re* 
ftrainiRg t^I^e, wotiOn io the fubjedl of Falk* 
land Iflands. Lord Sandwich moved ano* 
ther amehdnient, which, the Duke of Rich'- 
Tnond faid, narrowed the motion. Lord 
Sandwich faid, his amendment, inflead of 
narrowin|f,.cnlarged the motion; upon which. 
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^HAp. « £ord Chatham nmarktd^thBt this gdie^ 
^^^^ ipfity, in giving more thah was afkedj was 
1,^ very fufpicious ; that if Adminiftration had 
'* no obje^ott to what was aikedj why not 
give it without making aiiy alteratidil in the 
motion? People Vrould fufpeft that fom^- 
thing was meant to be concealed; Hefaid 
he would not go into the matter of ibt De^ 
daration; but that^ upon the fact Of it, it 
appeared an s^g7i<minumj rM^ It was 

no fatisfa&ion — ^no reparation. The rtgkt 
liras not fecured, and even the reftikUianvrBS 
faicomplete; that PortEgmoiit alone was 
leftortod^ not Falkland's Iflands/ 

The aitiendments being ncfgatived^ thci 
tivkc of Richmond moved^ That the letters 
which pafled between the Britifli ind French 
Mitiifters on this fubjeft be laid before the 
Houfe. 

Lord Rochford faid he katw oi'done. 

Lord Chatham fut)porte4 the Duke of 
RtchmoruTs motion. * He faid, their Lend- 
fhips ought nfever to take the lirord of a ■u' 
nifter; that the refufing this motion ibew* 
cd that fome trarifaMion with France had 

pafied 
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paired, perhaps not papers or memorials, ^xu^' 
As Lord Rochford faid none had paffed^ he ' ^j^^- 
believed him ; but that France had interfered, 
he faid, he knew to be a fa6l that could not 
be dehiedi' 

This motion was negatived* 



On the 5th day of February, Lord Chat-- Queftiotis 
ham moved, that the following queftions J«*ds«. 
be put to the Judges : 

- ** ift. Whether, in Confideratioil of law,, 
the Imperial Crown of this realm can hold 
any territories, or poffefTions, thereunto be- 
longing, otherwife than in fpvereignty* 

*^ 2dly. Whether the Declaration, or in- 
ftrument for the reftitution of the port and 
fort called Egmont, to be nlade by the 
Catholic King to his Majefty, under a refer- 
vation of difputed right of fovereignty ex* 
prefled in the Declaration or inftrument 
ftipulating fuch reftitution, can be accepted 
or carried into execution, without derogat* 
ing from the maxim of law before referred to,, 
touching the inherent and efl'ential dignity of 
the crown of Greai Britain/' 

The njotion was negatived. 

.Vol.il T On 
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On the 13th day of February, Lord Chat" 
ham fpoke againfl a motion for an addrefs 
to the King on the Convention with Spain. 
But the Editor has not been informed that 
any notes of either of thefe fpeeches were 
taken. 



Onthegoth day of April, 1771, the Duke 
Uouw to of Richmond made a motion to refcind the 
rdoiution. refblution of the Houfe refpetling the 
Middlefex Eleftion. 



* Lord Chatham fupported this motion in 
Chatham, the ftrongeft and war raeft terras. He enter- 
ed largely into the confideration of the ftate 
of the country; the depraved fyftem of go- 
vernment', which had, in a very few years, 
reduced us from a moft flourifhing to a moft 
miferable condition. He went through the 
tvhole proceedings of the Houfe of Com- 
mons in the late bufinefs of the Printers, 
and arraigned every part of it in the ftrong- 
eft terras. He warraly defended the City 
Alagifl rates in thetonfcientiousdifchargeof 
their duty ; that the Koufe, in committing 
them to the; Tower, without hearing their 
defence upon thepoint of privilege, had been 
guilty of a grgfs and palpable a6l of tyranny ; 

that 
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ihal Ihey had heard the proftitiited eleSors 
of Shoreham iti defence of aii agreenient td 
fell a borough by aufclidrii and had refufed 
to hear ihie Lord Maybr of London in de- 
fence of the lawi of England ; that their ex- 
pungingi by force, the entry of a recogni- 
Kanccj was the a6l of a viob, not of a Parlia- 
merit ; that their daring to affume a power of 
flopping all profe€utidns,by their vbte^ftrucfc 
at once at the whole fyftem of the laws : that 
it was fcilely to the meafutes of government^ 
equally violent^nd abfurd^ that Mn Wilkes 
owed all his importance ; that the King'» 
MinifterSi fupported by the flavilh concur- 
rence of the Houfe df Gomnions^ had made 
him a perfon of thfe greateft confequenee in 
the kingdom; that they had made him an Al- 
derman of the city df London, and Reprefen- 
tative of the county of Middlefex; and now' 
they will make* him Sheriff, and, in due 
courfci Lord Mayor of London } that the 
proceedings. of the Houfe of Commons, iri 
regard to this gentleman niade the Very 
>iame of Parliament ridiculo^is; that after 
repeated refolutions, by which they had dc* 
clared him amenable to their jurifdi6lion^ 
they had fhamefully abandoned the poin^ 
at laft ; and, in the face of the world, ^c^ 

T 2 knowledge^ 
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^ xl/' knowledged him to be their maften That 
^"^^^ there remained but one poffible remedy for 
the diforder,^vith which the Government of 
this country was notorioufly infefted; that 
to fave the name and inflitution of Parlia* 
ments from contempt, this Houfe of Com- 
mons muft be diflblved. This, he hoped, 
might reft ore good government oii one fide 
— good humour and tranquillity on the 
other; yet that this was rather a hope in him 
t,han any fanguine expectation. He feared 
that it might prove only a temporary and 
partial remedy ; that to refifl; the enormous 
influenc of the Crown, fome ilronger barri- 
ers muft be erefled in defence of the confti- 
' tution. That formerly the inconveniencies 
of fliorteningthe duration of Parliaments had 
great weight with him; but now it was no 
longer a queftion of convenience ; the Summa 
Rerum is at ftake; vour whole conftitution 
/ is giving way; and, therefore, with the moft 
deliberate and Iblemn conviflion of his un- 
dcrftanding, he now declared himfelf a 
Convert to Triennial Parliaments. His Lord- 
(hip concluded with defiring that the Houfe 
might be fummoned for next day, declaring 
his intention to move an Addrefs for th<5 

diffolution 
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dinblution of the prefent Parliament/ — The ^^t/* 
motion was negatived. ^ '^. 

Accordingly, on Wednefday the firft of Lord 
May, which was next day, his Lordfhip motion w 
moved, *' That an humble Addrefs he pre- !^^*;^^V'5 

' ■ 1^ to diffolve 

fented to his Majefty, moft dutifully and l^^^^*'**** 
earneftly befeeching his Majefty, that under 
the late violations of the rights of the Elec- 
tors of Great Britain, iit the elettion^ for 
Middlefex, ftill unredrefTed, and in the pre- 
fent confiift which has fo uhhappily arifen 
between the claims of the Houie of Caih- 
mons on one fide, and thofe of the people 
on the other, his Majefty will, in his pater- 
nal wildom, deign to open the way to com- 
pofe this alarming warfare; and that, in or- 
der to prevent the fajd Houfe, and the Na- 
tion, from being involved in intemperate 
difcuffions of undefined powers, which iii 
the extreme may endanger the conftitiition, 
and ' tend to fliake the tranquillity of the 
kingdom, his Majefty will be gracioufly 
pleafed to recur to the recent fenfe of his 
people, by diflblving, after the end of this 
felfion, the prefent Parliament, and calling 
with convenient difpatch, a new Parliament/ 



He 




ln». 



|fif wifh 
(o go t6 



ANKCDOTES AND SPEBCHE5 

He werft through all the arguments which 
had been formerly ufed on this fubjed ; and 
towards the cpnclufipn of his fpeech, he 
faid, * that though no man prided himfelf 
more on his attachment to his native coun- 
try, yet the proceedings of thofe people who 
called themfelves its governors, had render- 
ed it fo difagreeable to him, that was he but 
ten years younger, he would fpend thfe re^. 
mainder of his days in a country (meaning 
America) which had already given the moll 
brilliant proofs of its independent fpirit; 
nor ihould my advanced age (continued he) 
even Tif^zt; prevent me, did not confi derations 
of the laft confequence (my bodily infirmi- 
ties) interfere/ — The motion was negatived. 



The feffion ended on the 8ih of May, 1771, 
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CHAP. XLI. 

Twd interejiing Anecdctes of the origin of the ' 
American War — Impoftions upon the People of 
England — Lord Chatham s Speech againfl qudr^ 
tering Troops in America — His Spetch againfl 
the Quebec Bilh . . ) 

\ 

DURING the two fiifceeding feffions 
Lord Chatkarri did not attend Parlia- 
ment. Recent experience had convinced 
h m, that his eloquence, his fagacity, his 
charafter, were of no ellimation, in an af- 
ferably, where arguments more tangible than 
words, had made fo deep an imprelfion up- 
on the majority, that no language, no fenfeof 
honour or of danger, had power to awaken 
them to a juft conception of their own dif* 
grace and infignificancy. 

In the year 177^1, the affairs of America 
brought him forward again. Nothing elfe 
could. He refolved to make every attempt 
he was able, to avert the deilrutlion,* which 
he faw was infeparably attached to the mea^ 
fqres the Miniftry were purfuing. 



CHAP. 
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^ xu/' The Hiftory of the rife and progrefs of • 
\jy^ the American war, has been given in feveral 
Twoitt. books. But there are twoFa6ls, refpe6ling 
S^et its origin, which feem to have efcaped the 
obfervatiop their importance defer ves* 



of the A- 

merican 

war. 



Anecdott The firft is refpefting the Eaft India Com- 
• pany. — When the duties to be paid in Ame- 
rica on paper, paint, and glafs, were repeal-r 
ed, it was pretended, that the Tea duty 
(which had been impofed by the fame A61 
pf Parliament) was left ftanding. \.oJ'erve the 
Company. But this was not the fad. The 
tax was left unrepealed to pre ferve the right ^ 
as U was calledfro tax '(heT Colonies.^ That 
was the true motive. The fermce of the 
Eaft India Company made no part of the 
confideration. The tea fent to Bofton was 
that fort called Bokea, which was confer- 
ring no favour on (he Company, but the 
reverfe ; for that fort of tea was no burden 
to the Company. It was the fort called 
Singlo, which lay heavy on their handstand 
of which all their warehoufes v;ere full. 
But the refblution was agreed to in d. private 
Committee, when only three perfons were 
prefent: Mr. Bolton wa^ chairman. Amat- 
\^r pf fuch importance ought to have beeq 

a^iUted 
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agitated in a full Com rrrit tee, which' contifts ^"u^' 
of ele ven. The truth is, the Bohea was ^"f^^!^ 
more faleable than the Singlo; it was there* 
fore, the refolution of the Cabinet to fend 
the moft faleable : prefuming that the temp- 
tation to purchafc being greater by the of- , 
fer of good tea; than by the offer of an infe- 
rior fort^fome of the Americans might be 
thereby induced to barter liberty for luxury, 
and, perhaps, a fchifm might be created a- 
mong them. Had the queftjon of deter^ 
mining the kind of tea to , be fent tp Ame^ 
rica, been agitated in a full Committee, it is 
more than probable, that the interefts of the 
Company wpuld have prevailed over the ^ 
views of th(i cabinet at St* James's, When 
the DireQors were informed of the con^uft . 
of the Committee, they explained this dif- 
iin6lion of the tea to the'Miniftry, and wTfh- 
ed to have the Singlo Tubftitiated. But the 
Miniftry wQuld not confent. It was again 
objeSed to, at the Minitter's houfe. To the 
laft application. Lord North, being perhaps 
wearied with reprefentations on the fubjeft, 
faid — ^' It was to no purpofe making ohje^u 

ons, for the zoould have it Jo!' Thefe 

Vefe bis JUordfliip's words : and he added, 

^' That 
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^"u.^' " ^'^^r'z^ '^^ 7«^^77/ ^(? try the queflion 

with America^ " . " 



^77f 



The 



• The Autlior of Htftorlcal Remarks on the Taxation of Free 
StateSf formerly a refpe^lable Member of Parliament*, written m 
Che year 1778,4 relates fan anecdote of Engliih taxation, which, as 
the book is in few, hands, it may not be improper to infert here. 
^The 4ut^or printed qnly fifty copies.] 

* *i It was told me, (kys the Author, by an intelligent and mo(t 
rtfpedable Member^of the lail Parliament (Mr. fThite^ of Retford). 
Th4t worthy old gentleman lived in friend(htp'with Sir Robert 
^alpoU, and I believe is the only man of that defcription, who 
never took an emolument from the Minifier, He gavQ me tliis 
account of his giving up the Exci fc-fchemc. . The bill, having 
been oppofed in every Aage^ was ordered to be reported. The 
queftion for its being reported, was carried by a majority of 
(jxty. The nation w^^ m a ferment, and th^re had been fom^ 
fjUn^^erpus pots, 

** On the evening before the report. Sir Robert firaimoned a 
SAeeting of the principal Members, who liad fupported the BilK 
It was very largely attended,. He referved his own opinion to 
the laft: But perfeverance was the unanimous voice. It was faid' 
fdl taxes were obnoxious, and there wotild be an end of fupplies, 
jf mobs were to controul the Legiflature in the manner of raifing 
them. When Sir Robert had licard then^ all, he aflured them, 
•' How confcioufi he was of having meant well; but in the prefcnt 
Inflamed temper of the people, the ^(51 could npt be carried into 
execution without an armed force. TJiat there would be an end of 
the liberty of England, if fupplies were t6 be raifed by the fword. 
If, therefore, the reiolutipn was, to go ou with the BiU, he wgul(i 
immediately wait upon the King And dcfiie his Majcfty's permiifion 
to refign his office ; for he wc^uld not be the Minifter to enforce 
faxes, at tlie expepce of blood.*' 

< £fr Livcrp»9]« 
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The other anecdote is refpefting the pro* ^ ^^j^» 
ceedings at Bofton, — The tea was configned '"-*^'"^ 
to the Governor's fon at 3ofton. When the 
veffels with the tea arrived there, the people 
affembled on the wharfs in great multitudes, 
in order to prevent the tea being landed. 
Several merchants, and other perfons of 
the firft confequenqe in Bofton, fQlemqly 
affured Captains of the veflels, that the in- 
habitants of the town were unanimoufly re- , 
lb|ved hot to fufFer the tea to be landed, 
The "Captains finding this oppofition, fqli- 
eit^d the Governor s permiffiop to return to 
England ; for the King's fhips were ftationed 
in fuch a pofition at the mouth of the har^ 
|>our, that no Y^ffel could efcape their vigi- 

^* No ]!^rfon appealing ^efirous of taking that ofiipe upon hiin- 
f^lf, Sir Robert gave notice, that he; would adjourn the report Coaf J 

fix months : w^ich he did the next day. 

" Tyranny is knpwnj, not by the loil, but by the fruits. An4 
the hardeft llaveries have been fuffered in thofe dates, where the 
forms of a free conflitution remain j but where a fpirit of jufticcjj 
liberty and virtue ^xi(tsno more*'* p.p. So $nd ^i» 

And in another place, he tranflates thefe words from Ariilotle*, 
\* Tyrants, therefore, love to be ferved by the worft of men ;. 
they delight, in fervility ; and their meafures require an implicit 
obedience, to which men of liberal fpirit cannot floop." 
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^ xLi.^* lance. The Governor anfwered/ that he 
^j'"^^'^ could not permit them to depart, until they 
had obtained proper clearances. The offi- 
cers of the Cullorps refufed to grapt clear* 
ances until their cargoes were landed. This 
Jegal precifion was not observed at the other 
ports in America, where the Captains find- 
ing they could not land their cargoes of 
tea, were permitted to return to Europe, 
^ " vithout(ferea]cingj2ulk^ But Bofton feems 
to have been the plaele fixed upon to try the 
quejlion. If the Governor had alfifted the 
Captains, the tea might have been landed 
without much difficulty: it might haye been 
put into the barges of the men of war, 
then lying ther^ and being efcorted by the 
marines, it might have been fafely lodged 
in the King*s warehoufes. But the defign 
was otherwife. The Captains were obliged 
to connive at the deftrudion of the tea, in 
order to obtain their clearances, to return 
to England. The town was afterwards pu- 
nifhed for this acl of neceffity, which might 
have been avoided. Thus the civil war 
was created — to try the queflion*" And 

the 

, • Nothing cap more ftrongly fhe\ir the fixed refolution of the 
CoiHTt on this pol«t than the wdrds of his Majefty'a anAyers, to 

the 
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the Governor [Hutchinfon) was afterwards ^ "l.^' 
rewarded with a large penfion. — There were ^ ^ 
many other provocations given to the Ame- 
ric?ins, befides the Tea A61 ; all uniformly ' . 
tending to exafperate them to refiftance, 

Upon^ this occafion the Miniftrv reforted I'wpofitj-* 

L J ons upon 

to the fame methods to deceive the nation, ofEn^rj^a 
which had been fo fuccefsfully pia6lifed by 
their predecefibrs, and during the Adminif- 
tration of the Earl o£ Bute ; viz. Hiring a 
number of zvriters^ hiring a number of nezvf- 
j)apers, and printing an immenfe number of 
pamphlets^ which were f<^nt free of poflage 
and expence, to every part of the kingdom. 
At the fame time, all thofe writers and 
printers, who prefumed to Arraign the con- 
duct of Minifters, werp proi'ecuted in the 
Court of King's Bench, Addrefles, highly 
flattering to "Minifters in their conteft with 
America, were procured from every venal 
borough and town. By the hired pens of 
Dr. «S, Jofmfon, MeflVs. Dalrympk^ Mac- 
pherfon^ Sttwart, Lindy Knoxy NauduH^ Sec. 
and other artifices, the nation was again 

the many petitions whiqh were prefented to him, befeeching and 
imploring him, repeatedly, to prclei v^ hi.«> domiiuons* The rea- 
4er will 6^d them in the Appendix, Z. 

deluded 
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^ xuf ' deluded and duped. Upon this partiCuJa^ 
fubje6l, to impofe on the people, and recon- 
cile them to this war of felony and fuicidey 
Minillers had the affiftalnce of another de- 
fcription of men, who were hot lefs zealous^ 
and, if poflible, more dangerous. Thefe 
were the American rfefusees — who were dri- 



^ ---■•5; 



ven out of their own country, becaufe they 
were traitors to it, Thefe iinceafihgly prac- 
ticed the moft diabolical impofitions, through 
the channels of all the midifterial newfpa- 
pers; and by pamphlets, arraigning thef 
condu6l of the Britifti officers, in the bafeft 
terms; and poffefling a geographical know- 
ledge of thp country, they were enabled to 
• give a fpecious ^appearance of vetacity, to 
tiie moft'infamo«s falfhoods^ Itisneceffary 
' to mention thefe impofitions j for although 
every material circumftance relating to this 
conteft, has been publifhed in fome Ihape or 
other, yet it will require a nice difcriminat- 
ing eye, and a correfl: judgment, to diftin- 
guifti, on many points, the true from the 
falfe, reprefentation— fo artful and plaufi- 
ble, fometimes is the laft* 

sTccha" -On t^c 27 th day of May 1774, Lord 
Sd3!i*!' Chatham attended the Houfe of Lords, on 

Ken UK 
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• If we take a tranfient view of thofe mo- 
tives which induced the anceftors of our 
fellow-fubjefts in America to leave their na* 
tive country, to encounter the innumerable 
difficuhies of the unexplored regions of the 
weftern world, our aftonilhment at the pre- 
lent condu6l of their defendants will natu- 
rally fubfide^ There was no corner of the 

world into which men of their free and enter- 

* 

prifing fpirit would not fly with alacrity, 
rather than fubmit to the flavifh and tyran- 
nical principles, which prevailed at that pe- 
riod in their native country. And {hall we 
wonder, my Lords, if the defcendants of 
fuch illuftrious charatlers fpurn, with con- 
tempt, the hand of unconftitutional power, 
that would fnatch from tHem fuch dear- 
bought privileges as they now contend for ? 
Hajd the Britifh Colonies been planted by 
.any other kingdom than our own, the inha- 
bitants 
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the third reading of a bill for quartering ^ 5liT' 
foldiers in America. He faid — ' My Lords, 
the unfavourable ftate of health under 
which I have long laboured, could not pre-^ 
vent me from laying before your Lordfhips 
tny thoughts on the bill now upon the tablcj 
and on the American affairs in general. 
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litants would have carried with them the 
chains of flavery, and fpirit of defpotifm ; 
but as they are, they ought to be remem- 
bered as great inftances to inftruft the world, 
what great exertions mankind will naturally 
make, when they are left to the free exer- 
cife of their own powers. And, my Lords, 
notwith {landing my intention to give my 
hearty negative to the queftion now before 
you, I cannot help condemning, in the fe* 
verefl manner, the late turbulent and un- 
warrantable condu6l of the Americans in 
' fome inftances, particularly in the late riots 
of Bofton. But, my Lords, the mode which 
has been purfued to bring them back to a 
' fenfe of their duty to their parent ftate, 
has been fo diametrically oppofite to the 
fundamental principles of found policy, 
that individuals, poffefled of common un- 
derftanding, muft be aftonilhed at fuch prc- 
ceedings. By blocking up the harbour of 
Boflon, you have involved the innocent 
trader in the fame puniftiment with the guilty 
profligates who deftroyed your merchan- 
dize ; and inftead of making a well con- 
certed effort to fecure the real offenders, 
you clap a naval and military extinguilhcr 
over their harbour, and punifh the crime of 

a few 
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^ few lawlefs depredators and their tibettors; 
bpoji the \vhbrebody of the itihabit'ants. 

* My Lords, this country is little obliged 
to the frarrifeirs iand, promoters of this tea- 
taix. The Americans had alnioft forgot, in 
their ex ccfs of gratitadfe for the repeal oF 
the ftaritip aft, any intereft but that of the 
hibther coutitry ) thbre feerhed an eriiula. 
tioii among the difFerfetit provinces, whb 
fhbuld be mod dutiful and forvi^ard in their 
expreflibris of loyalty to their tekl benefac- 
tor; as yoii will reiadily perceive by the 
following letter From Gpverribr Bernard to 
^ noble Lbrd then in office; 
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*^ The Hbufe of ReprefentatiVes, {fays 
he) from the time of opening the feffiori 
to this day, has fliewrl a difpofition td avoid 
all difp'ute with me; fevery thing 'having 
pafled with as mucH gbod humour a^ I could 
delire. They have dtled, in all things, with 
temper* and moderation; they have avoided 
fbme fubjefls of difpute, and have laid at 
foundation for removing Ibmecaufe^ offoN 
rner altercation. 
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^xLu/l * This/ my Lords, was the temper of ih^ 
'Americans; and would have continued fo, 
had it not been interrupted by your fruitlefs 
endeavours to tax them without their con- 
fent: but the moment they perceived your 
intention was renewed to tax them, under a 
pretence of ferying the Eaft India Company, 
their refentment got the afcendant of their 
moderation, and hurried them into a6lions 
contrary to law, which, in their cooler hours, 
they would have thought on with horror; 
for I fincerely believe, the deftroying of the 
tea was the effe6l of defpain 

* But, my LordSi from the complexion 
of the whole of the proceedings, I think 
that Adminiftration has purpofely irritated 
them into thofe late violent atls, for which 
they now fo feverely fmart ; purpofely to be 
revenged on them for the vifctory they 
gained by the repeal of the ftamp aS; a 
meafure to which they feemipgly acquiefced, 
but at the bottom they were its real enemies. 
For what other motive could induce them 
to drefs taxation, that father of American 
fedition, in the robes of an Eaft; India Di- 
redor, but to break in upon that mutual 

peace 
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beace and harmoriyi which then fo happily 
Tubfifted between them and the mother _, 
fcoiintry; ' 

* My Lords; I am an old man, and would 
iadvifc the noble Lords in office to adopt a 
more gentle mode of governing America ; 
For the day is not fair diftant, when America 
may vre with Ihefe kingdoms; hot only in. 
afiHsrBut Tn arts alfb. It is an ieftablilhed 

^ , r- •*■ —■ ' . » ••- ■ 

faft, tKit the principal towns in ArneHca 
are learned and polite, Jmd underftarid the 
conftitutiori of the empire as well as the no- 
ble Lords who are tlow in offifce i irid ton- 
Teqiiently, they will have a watchful eye over 
their Hbertiesi to prevent the ledft ehcroach-t 
ment on their hereditary fights; 

* This bbfervatiori is fo tecently ekem- 
plified in an excellent paniphliet, whicH 
comes frcJm the pen of ad American gentle- 
inan, that I (hall take the liberty of reading 
to your Lordfhips his thoughts on the com- 
petency of theBritiih Parliament to tax Anie- 
rica, which, in tny opinion, puts this intcr- 
fefting matter in the cleareft view; v ^ 

U i ^' The 
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^xlI// '' The High Court of Pa-rliairient (fays 
^^tfH^ ^^) ^ *^c fupreme legiflative power ovef 
the whole empire ; in all free ftates.the con- 
llitution is fixed ; and as the fupreme legida-* 
ture derives its poiver and authority from 
the conftitution, it catinot overleap the 
bounds of it, without deftroyirig its own 
foundation. The conftitution afcertains and 
limits both fovereignty and allegiandei and 
therefore his:Majefty*s Americafi fubjeftsy 
who acknowledge themfelves bound by the 
ties of allegiance, have an equitable claim 
to'thc fill! enjoyment, of the fundamental 
rules ^f: the Englifli conftitution ; and that 
it is an efTential unalterable right in nature^ 
ingrafted into the Britifti conftitution as a 
fundamental .law, and ever held facred and 
irrevocable by the fubjefls within this realm 
-4that what a man has honeftly acquired, i^ 
abfolutely his own; which he may freely 
give, but which cannot be taken from him 
without his confent,"^'^ 

* This, my Lords, though no new doc- 
tiin^i has always been my received and un- 
alterable opinion, and I will carry it to my 
grave, that this country had no right under 
heaven to tax America^ It is contrary to all 

the 
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the principles of juftice and ciwl polity/ c. h a i 
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which neither the exigencies of the i^late, 
nor even an acquieftcnce in the taxes, could *^ • * 
juftify upon any pccafion whatever. Such' 
proceedings will never meet their wifhed-for 
fuccefs J and, inflead of adding to their mi-* 
feries, as the bill now before you moft un^ 
doubtedly does, adopt fome lenient mea- 
fures, which may lure them to their duty ; 
proceed like a kind and afFetlionate parent 
.oyer a child whom he tenderly loves; and, 
infiead of thofe harOi and fevere proceeds 
ings, pafs an amnefty on all their youthful 
errors; cl a fp them once more in your fond 
and affeftionate arms ; and I will venture to 
affirm you will find them children worthy 
of their fire. But ftiould their turbulence 
exift after your proferred terms of forgive-* 
iiefs, which J hope and expe6l this houfe 
will immediately adopt, I will be among the 
foremoft of your Lordfhips to move for fuch 
meafures as will effeflually prevent a future 
relapfe, and make them feel what it is to 
prqvoke a fcmd and forgiving pairent! a 
parent, my Lords, whofe welfare has ever 
been ray greateft and moft pleafing confc^a- 
tion. This declaration may fe^m unneceA 
fary ; but I will venture to declare, the period 

Ua is. 
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^ §u.^' ^ ^^ f^ diftant, when (he will want the 

V^T*. 'affiftance of her moft diftant friends : but 

(hould the all-(il^fpofing hand of Providence 

' prevent me from aflbrding her my poor af- 

fiftance, my prayers fhall be ever for her 

r welfare — Length of days be in her right hand^ 

and in her Left riches and honour; may her 

ways be the ways of pUqfantnefs^ and all her 

paths be peace ! /) 

The bill pafled. 

Lord Chatham alio attended on the feven-i 
teenth day of June 1774, on the reading 
of the Quebec Bill, which he likewife 
. oppofed. 

^ainHhc * He faid, it would invoke a large pro- 
^cbcc yinee in a thoufand difficulties, and in the 
word of defpotifm, and put the whole peo- 
ple under arbitrary power ; that it was a, 
moft cruel, opprelfive^ and odious meafure, 
tearing up juftice and eve'ry good principle 
by the roots ; that by abolilhin^ the trial by 
Jury, together with the Habeas Corpus^ he 
fiippofed the framers of the bill thought 
that mode of proceeding moft fatisfafclory ; 
whilft every true Englifhilian was ready to 

lay. 
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la)' down his life fooner than lofe thofe tivo ^"lt^' 
bulwarks of his perfonal fecurity and pro* ^"■v--' 
perty. The merely fuppoGng that the'Ca* 
nadians would not be able to feel the good 
cfFefls of law and freedom, becaufe they had 
been qfed to arbitrary power, was an idea 
as ridiculous as falfe. He faid, the bill ef- 
tabliflied a defpotic government in that 
country, to which the royal proclamation 
of 1763 promifed^the prote6lionof the Eng- 
lifti laws. Here the noble Lord read part 
of the proclamation ; and then entered into 
the power vetted in the Governor and Coun- 
cil > the whole mode of which, he faid, was 
tyrannical and defpotic. He was partjcu*- 
larly fevere on the bad confequences that 
Would attend the great extenfion of that 
province. The whole of the bill appeared 
to him to be? deftruftive of that liberty, which 
ought to be the ground-work of every con- 
ftitution. Ten thoufand obje6lions, he was ' 
confident, might be made to the bill; but 
the extinftion of the mode of trial above 
mentioned was a very alarming circum* 
ftance, and he would pronounce him a bold 
man who propofed fuch a plan. 

U 4 • When 
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^ xu5'- ^ When his Lordfhip came to the religi- 
ous part of the bill,\he direfted his difcourfe, 
to the^Bench of Bifhops, telling them^ that 
as by the bill th^ Catholic religion was made 
the eflablifhed religion of that vafi conti- 
nent, it was impoflible they could be filent 
on the occafion. He called the bill a child 
of inordinate power, and defired and afked 
if any of that Reverend Bench would hold 
it out for baptifm. He touched again on 
the unlimited power of the Governor in ap- 
pointing all the members, and who might; 
confift of Roman Catholics onlvii 

* He alfo took notice of an amendment 

r 

which had been made in the Houfe of Com- 
mons, which was a new claufe, repealing fo 
much of the Afcl of Reformation of the lil; 

of Elizabeth as relates to the Oath of Sui 

» ■ , • . ' 

premacy, and fubftituting a common oath 
of allegiance in its place. This aft of Eli- 
zabeth, he faid, had always been lopked up- 
on as one that the legiflature had no more 

> 

right to repeal, than the Great. Charter, or 
the Bill of Rights' — But in this he was 
greatly miRaken ; for though feveral of the 
Reverend Bench were prefent, not one of 

them 
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t 

I 

them made ihe fmalleft ohjeflion to' the * ?fj^, '• " 
flaufe — they-all divided with the Miniftry. V^y-^ 

s 

The Dluke o^GlouceJler divided with Lor4 
(^hat^arn againft the Bill, but they were iu 
a minority. 

The feffion ended on the twenty-fecond 
^^y pf June, and on the laft day of Sep-, 
teniber the; ParUan(ient was fuddenly dif-. 
folve<^*t 



I 
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CHAP. XLII. 

S^ord Chatham*s motion to withdraw the Troop\ 
Jrom BoJ,j)nr-His Bill for quitting the troubles^ 
in . America — His Bill rejeSled -^Receives the 
T^hanks oj the City of London for his BilU 



o 



N the 2Qth day of November, 1774, the c h a f^ 
new Parliament met. On the 20th 



day of Januaty, 1775, Lord Dartmouth^ 
then Secretary of State, &c. produced the 
VfHcial American papers. 

w m^ * 

\ 

^ During the fummer. Lord Mansfield went to Paris* At thii 
time the Court of Great Britain may be faid to have had ibrge^ 
ambaffadors at the Court of France — Loni Stormanty the official; 
Mr. Fortb^ the confidential \ and Lord Mansfieid^ the efficient. 
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^xuK "^^^ Edirl o[ Chatham, after flrongly cont 
demning the dilatorinefs of Adminiftration, 
^c. proceeded as follows : ^ 

// ^ \ •■ 

Lqrd ' ■ ' ^ V* Biit as I have not the honour of 

TOoriSnTo* accefs to his Majefty, I will endeavour to 
J^ngbi tranfmit to him, through the Conftitutional 
g£ — channel of this Houfe, my ideas of Apierica, 
to rpfcue him from the ipifadvice of his 
prefent Minifters. I congratulate your Lordr 
Chips, that the bufinefs is at lajl entered up- 
on by the noble Lord's t laying the papers, 
before you, As I fuppofe your Lprdfliips 
too well apprized of their contents, I hope 
\ ^m pot premature, in fuhmiuing to you 
my prefent motion : 

f^^ That 5m humble addrefs he prefentcd to 
his Majefty, humbly to defire and befeech 
his Majefty, that in order to open the way 
towards a happy fettlement of the dangerous 
troubles in America, by beginning to allay fer-» 
inents and foften animdfities there; and above 
all, for preventing in the mean time any fud- 

t This fpeech, and that of the i8th of November, 1777, were 
^en by the fame gentleiHanj and it has. been affirmed by fevcral 
j^rfons who heard the noble Lord on both days, that they cpntaii^ 
ycry ftrong and peculiar marks of accuracy. 

t Lord Jfartmifthf 

deo 
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4en and fatal cataftrophe at Bofton, now fuf-/^ jf^n^- 
fering under the daily irritation of an army ^t^^ 
before our eyes, potted in their town ; it may 
gracioufly pleafehis Majefty that immediate 
prders be difpatched to General Gage^ for 
removing hi§ Majefty's forces from the town 
of Bofton, as foon as the rigour of the fea- 
fon, and other circumftances indifpenfable 
to the fatety and accommodation of the fai^ 
^roops, may reader the fame prafcticable."-/ ) 

f I wifh, my Lords, hot to lofe a day ir> 
this wrgent, preffingcrifis; an hour nowlofl; 
in allaying ferments in America, may pro- 
duce years pf calamity : for my own part, I 
will not defert, for a moment, the conduft 
of this weighty bufinefs, from the firfl to the 
laft; unlefs nailed to my bed by the extre-. 
mity of fipkne^,' I will give it unremitted atr 
tention; I will knock at the door of this, ' 
fleeping and confounded Miniftry, and wil^ * 
roufe them to a fenfe ^ of their importani^ 
ganger, 

* When 1 ftate the importance of the 
Colonies to this country, and/the magnitude 
of danger hanging over this country, frpn\ 
^he prefent plan of mir-adminiftration prac- - 
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XLH/Ztifed againfl them, I defire ngt to be undeF% 
flood to argue for a reciprocity of induin 
gence between England jind America, I 
contend not for indulgence, but juftice to 
America ; arid I fhall ever contend, that the 
Americans juftly owe obedience to us in a li* 
mited degree— they owe obedience to our or-i 
dinances of trade and navigation; but let the 
line be fkilfully drawn between the objeftsi 
of thofe ordinances, and their private, inter-i 
nal property ;1et th^facrednefs of their pro-« 
perty remain inyiolate ; let it be taxable on- 
ly by their Own confent, given in their pro- 
vincial aflemblies, elfe it will ceafe to he pro- 
perty^ As to the metaphyfical refinements, 
aliempting to fliew that the Americans are 
equally free from obedience and commer-^ 
qial reftraints, as from taxation for revenue, 
as being unreprefented here, I pronoujice 
\hem futile, frivoloi^s^ and groyn^Iefs* 



• When I urge this meafure of recalling 
the troops from Bofton, I urge it On this 
preffing principle, that it is neceffarily pre- 
paratory to the reftoration of your peace,^ 
and the eftablifliment of your profperitjr. 
It will then appear that you are difpofed ta 
^reat' amicably and equitably; ^rid to confi- 
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dcf, tevife, and repeal, if it (hould be foiihd ^j^i5i7 ' 
iieceflary, as I affirm it will^ thofe violent 
afts and declaratioiis which have diffeihina- 
ted cdnfufion throughout yoiir empirei 

^ Refiftance to your afts was neceffaty as 
it was juft ; and youf vain declarations of thd 
omnipotence of Parliament, and your impe-* 
rious doftrines of the neceltity of fubmiffioni 
will be found equally impotent to convincei 
or to enflaveyour fellow-fubjefts in America^ 
who feel that tyranny > whether ambitioned 
by an individual part of the Jegiflature^ oif 
the* bodies who cohipofe it, is equally in^ 
tolerable to Britifh fubjecls* 

•The means of enforcing this thfaldom 
are found to be as ridiculous and weak ill 
prtftice, as they are unjuft in principle* In- 

* A favourite idea pirvailed, and was often urg^d in argument 
by Adminiftration; " that abfolute paffive obedience is due to ali 
** a6ts of thelegiflature, which muft not in any cafe nxibate^ver^ be" 
•* queftioned, mnchlefs refilled by the people." Mr. Locke tholtght 
otherwife. But, 5n truth, it is a point raiher of praffical policy. 
If, however, the poftulatum wereadmitted \\\ fpeculatioriy the in-» 
ference will not reach from Weltminlicr to Boflon. It never was 
proved, that our Lords Spiritual and Temporal had privilege iii 
America 5 and that our Knigl}tS| Citizens, and' Burgefles, were 
ibeir Reprefentativcs* 

deed 
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deed' I cannot biit feel the. mod anxioiifi 
fenfibility fdr the iitiidtioh of General GagCi 
and the troops under his comitiand; think* 
ing him, as I do, a man of humanity and uii** 
derllanding; and entertaining as I ever will, 
the higheft refpeft, the warmeft Idve, for 
the Britifh trobps; Their fituation is truly 
unworthy ; penn'd up— pining in inglorious 
inactivity; They are an army of impotence* ' 
You may call them an army of fafety and of 
guard; but they are iri truth an army of 
impotence and contempt: and, tb make thef 
folly equal to the difgraccj they are an army 
of irritation and vexation. 

* But I find a report creeping abroad, that 
Mirliflerscenfure General GAge% inaftivity: 
let them cenfure him — it becomes them — it 
becomes their jujlice and theit honour.M^l 
mean not to cenlbre his inaftivity ; it is a 
prudent and neceflary inadion : but it is a 
raiferable condition, whete difgracfe is pru- 
dence* and where it is neceflary to be con- 
temptible. This lamenefs, however con- 
temptible, cannot becenfured} for the firfl 
• drop of blood (hed in civil and unnatural war 
might be immedicabik vUlnuSi 

Ttherefore 
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^ I therefdre urge and conjure your Lord- ^ 
fhips, immediately to adopt this conciliating 
meafure. I will pledge npyfelf for its imme- 
diately producing. conciliatory efFefts, by its 
being thus well-timed : but if you delay till 
your vain hope fhall . \}e accompliihed, oF 
triumphantly diftating reconciliation, you 
delay for ever. But, admitting that this 
hope, "which in truth is defperate, fhould be 
accomplilhed, what do you gain by the im- 
pofition of your viftorioHs amity?— you will 
be untrufted and unthanked. Adopt, then, 
the grace, while you have the opportunity 
of reconcilement; or at leaft prepare the 
way. — Allay the ferment prevailing in A- 
merica, by removing the obnoxious hoftile 
caufe — obnoxious and unferviceable ; for 
thei^• merit can be only ina6lion: ** Non du 
micare et vincerel' — their viftory can never 
be by exertions. Their force would be moft 
dirproportiona,tely exerted againft a brave, 
generous, and united people, with arms in 
their hands, and courage in their hearts:-^ 
three millions of people, the genuine dc- 
fcendants of a valiant and pious anceftry, 
driven to thofe deferts by the narrow max- 
ims of a fuperftitious tyranny .«.And is the 
fpirit of perfecution never to be appeafed? 

» Are 
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^ " ^f/ nave the nioft autheniie information. It is 
not new amorfg thtm ; it is, atid bas ever 
1)eeri, their eRabh'fhed principle, their con- 
firmed periha?iori : it is their nature?, and 

their d66l tine. 

' I remember fome years ag<>, when the 
frpeal 6f the ftamp a6l was in agitation, 
cohVerfjng in a friendly confidence with a 
perfdn of undoubted Tefpeft and authenti- 
^dty, on that fubjeft; and he affured me 
•with ii certainty whichhis judgment and ep- 
pdrturtiry gave hiin, that thefe wet^' the pre- 
valent and fteady principles of America — 
That you might deftrby their towns, and 
tat them off from the fuperfluities, perhaps 
the conveniences of fife ; but th^t they Were 
prepared to defpife your power, and would 
not lament their lofs, whilft they have-*- 
what, my Lords P-^theirjtx^^^rfj arid their lu 
berfyi^ The name of my authority, if I am 

heceflTafy'to fpccify this^i^ca, Itft Lord' CBkthafnilumld li^Vc h^n 
; mifconceifed to have'impuied.ta AtnoiJcaao Qt^gioa] 'wf/^^dif' 
connextim from this country. On .the contrary^ ^hen that fatal 
event did occur, his Lordftiip attnbuted it to a very diffcreht caufc 
from the^iftr/iffa/zWof America*— That ftite of independency in- 
^ tQ ,f^hich your meafures bifkirto have drwifT her.**— 5ff bis 
L9Tdfl}if% Speicb^ on the itfb of Nrv. I777» 

called 



ciaiied up(kij will ^faf^ntitattt the d|>iiu6n ^^la^ 
irrefragabty*.. ' ; .... *^ 

' . • •• ' ' - 

^ IJF illeizai viqlences h^ve beeji, as it is 
faid, comrdittpd iii ^meriqa; pr^pfir^ th^ 
ways^ Oji^en thfe door of jpoffibUity, for.ijtc- 
knpvWi^^g^nt ajid latisfdflbn : |put ^ibceed 
not w fuch cpercipn; Cich proscription; 
teafe: J«Kir ihtiifcriminate inflifticins ; aitaerce 
hot jthirty [thoiafahii; pppirefe hot three roil- 
lions^ ior: the fauh. of. forty tif .fifty Jndiyi* 
ditak; . Siith feM^rtty of injuftiqe i]au^ foar 
evditrcoder indurable -the Mrpuii(d& you have 
already*: giyen y<mf\ feoldijiesi you irritate • 
them to uhappeafgibie ran<;otfth . What 
though you iharch from tbWh to tdwii, and 
front' province i.to province; though yoii 
(hduid be .able ui eiiibrce a tem jpoJnary arid 
Ibcilbfulbifaiirioni .which J Only Cypppfe, not 
ad«[it4^hjow (hall. you be able to feeure the 
okedieode of the country you,Ii*ave behind 
j^ou in your prbgreft^ td grafp the dominiort 
of eighteen hundrfed miles of continent,. po- 
pulous in tlumbers> pofleffing valour, liberty 
arid 1-efiftance ? 



i » • 
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^.xiihi'-' ' ^^^ reriftanceto your arbitrary fyftem 
of taxation might have been forefecn: it 
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was obvious from the nature of things, arid 
bfhiatikrhd i and above all; from the Whiff- 
gifh fpirit flonrilhing in that country i The 
Ipirit which now rfelifts your' taxation in 
America, tsthe* fame which formeHyop- 
pofed Itjaiis, benevolences^ and (hip -money, 
in fJnglarrd : the famefpirit which called all 
England on' its legs^'^d by'TBie:l£ir of 
Rights .vmdicatpd'fh'fe Eiiglilh conftitution : 
the fame fpirit which eftabliftied the great, 
fundamental, effcntial maxim of younhber- 
tifes, that nofubjeEl of England Jhait"^ taxed 
but by his own confenL 

* This glorious fpirit Of Whiggifm ani- 
mates three millions in America ; who pre- 
fer poverty with liberty, to gilded chains 
*ahd fotdid affluence ; and who will die in 

* 

defence of their rights as men, as freemen. 

* Notfo, according to the political logic of Addiioiilration ; 
which would prove the 7'oryi/m of «• this American fpirit." In 
.^dcbate.for anaddrefs, oathe iirft d^ of .the fciiott, 0&a6, 
1775, Mr. Fox urged, widi his ufual abilityywhat be conceived 
Co be Whig principles; principles conftilting the good of the^0- 
vernedf rather Than the governors ; principles jealoufly fecuricg 
iht ngtis of the people againft every encroachment of power: 
and thefe, he thought, bad forae relatipn t9 the caufc and condu^ 
•t America, 

What 
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1/ 

What fliall oppofe this fpirit, aided by the ^Juif* 
congenial fi(a^e glowing in the breafts of ^ v ^. 
every Whig in England, to the amount, I 
hope, of double the American numbers ? 
Ireland they have to a man. In that coun<» 
try, joined as it is with the caufe of Colo- 
pies, and placed at their head, the diftinc*. 

tion I cpQtend for is and muft be obf^rvedl 

• "* * ' 

This country fiiperintends and controuls theif 

^ trade . and navigation ; but^they tax them^ ' 

[elves. And this diftinftion between extern 

nal and internal controui is facred and in* 

* • . 

furraojintable ; it is. involved in the abftrafl 
patureof things. Property is private, indi- 
vidual^ a^folute* Trade is an extended and 
complicated confideration.; it reaches as fjir 
as (hips can fail or winds 4:an blow : it is a 
great and various machine. To regulate 
the numberlefs njovements of it$ fevera| 
part$9 and combine them into effeft, for the 
good of the whole, recjuirgs the fuperin- 
tending wifdom and energy of the fupreme 
power in the empire. But this fupreme pow- 
er has no effect towards internal taxation ; 
for it does not exift in that relation ; there 
is no fuch thing, Tiojucfi idaa in this con/li-^ 
tution, 'as a fupreme power bperating upon, 
property. Let this diftiniElion then remain 

X3 ' for 
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^xLxif" for ever afccrtain^d; taxation is theirs, cqmr 



xu^ 



' m«. mercial regulation is ours. As an Ameri-. 
can I would recognize , tq England her 'fa- 
preme right qf regulating commerce and 
navigation : as an Ei^glifhman by birth and 
principle, \ recognize to the Am^rican^ their 
fupreme unalienable right in their property; 
^ right which, ^hey are jufti^ed in the de« 
fence of to the laft extremity. Tq niaintaiq 
this principle is the common caufe of tlje 
Wliigs on the other fide of the Atlantic, and 
pnthis. •' Tis liberty to liberty engaged," 
that they will defend the.mfelves, their fanii- 
He.s, and their country. Iij this great caufe 
.^hey are immoveably allied : it is the alliance 
of God and nature — immutable, eternal— 
.fixed as the firmament of heaven, 

\ To fuch united force, what force fliall 
be pppofed? — What, my Lords? — A fe^y. 
regim'ents in America, an.d fcventeen or. 
eighteen thoufand men at hom^l—^The idea, 
is' too ridiculous to. take up a moment of 
your Lbrdfhips* time.. Nor can fuch a na- 
tional and principled union be refilled by 
the tricks of office, or Minifterial ma.nGeu- 
vre. Laying, of papers pn your table, or 
counting numbers on v a divifion, will not 

^ avert 
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[ avert or ppftpone the Ijour of danger: H 
XQuft arrivie, my tords, unlefs thefe fatal a6ls 
arc done.away ; it jnuft ar^rive in all its horr 
rors, aqcl then thefe hoaftful Minifters,' fpite 
of all their confidence, and all their manGep- 
vres, ftjall be forced to hide their heads*, 
They (hall be forced to, a difgraceful aban* 
donmerit of their prefeht meafures and prin ^ 
ciples, which they avow, but cannot defend.; 
inei^vres which they prefump tt> ^Itempt^ 
but cannot hope to effeftu^te. They can-' 
not my I^ords, they cannot ftir a ftep ; they 
have not|i move^ left ; they are chefk-moied^ 






♦ But it is not repealing this a£l of Parlia^ 
)nent, it is not repealing a piece of parch^ 
merift^ that can reftore America to our bofom; 



• An aliv^ion to the game of Chefs. — The King is th? objeft 
of th|; game ; and therefore the mod valuable, though not the 
Tnoil powerful, piece on thebo^rd. Cbecjt^mattn tjiat fituatioi^ 
wher^liei^ Tq weakly fupported.by his pieces, or fo entangled by 
their injudiclo^s difpoAtion, thfit he cannot cfcape. This danger 
is often incurred by expofing liimfelf too much, and taking too 
a6tive a part ii| the game. Vid^ PtiUidor.-^It is ct^rtair^l^a nobl^ , 
^d royal paftimc. iCiiAR.L^s I. was aftually playing at it m the 
Scots camp, when intelligence vvas brought to him of their final 
rerolution to betray him. In due praife of tjie rd)'al fteadinefisi 
the hiflorian o))ferve8, that ** he ^lontiqued his game without in- 
terruption." See Hume's Hift, of England :-:-or, as Lord Cbau 
t»m once called it, " his qpohj^ for the'Houfe of Sjtifar^," 
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P^^^,^' you muft repeal her fears and hpr refent- 
tnents ; and you may th^n hope for her ^ovo 
and gratitude. But now^ infulted with an 
armed force, pbfted at Bofton ; irritated 
with an hoftile array before her eyes, her 
conqeflions, if you couhd force them, wpuld 
be fufpicious and infecure; they will be irato^ 
anivw; tHey will not be the found honour^ 
able paffipris Mpf freemen, they will be the 
diftates of fear, and extortions Qf force. 
But it is more than evident, that you can^ 
not force them, united as they are, to your 
unworthy terms of fubmiffipn— it -is impofli- 
ble : and when I hear General Ga^e cenfured 
for inaftivity, I muft retort with indignation 
on thofe, whofe intemperate meafures and 
improvident councils have betrayed him into 
his prefent fituation. His fituation reminds 
me, my Lords, of the anfwer pf a French 
(Jeneral in the ciyil wars of Fr^nce-rMpn- 
lieur Cbn^ oppofed to Monlieur Twrenne: 
he was aflced, how it happened that he did 
not take his adverfary prifoner, as he was 
often very near him : " J ai peur." replied 
Conde, very honelty, " J ai p^ur qu*il ne m^ 
prenne ;'' — Tm afraid fuHl tak^ mCn 
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f When your Lordftiips look at the pa? ^"ul* 
pcrs tranfmitted us from Ani^erica; vl)ei| 
you confider their decency, firmnefs, ^n4 
wifdom, you pannot but refpeft their caufe^ 
and wifli to make it your own. Fprmy-r 
felf, I muft declare and avow, i;hat in all my 
reading and obfervatiqn— rand it has beeii 
my favourite ftudy — I have read Thucidydw 
and have fludied and admired the iqafterr 
dates of the world-^that for folidity of rea-f 
foning, force of fagacity, and wifdom pf 
conclulion, under fuch 9^ complication of 
(itfficult circumftances, no natiop, pr body 
of men, c^n ftand in preference to the gene- 
ral Congrefs at Philadelphia. ' Itruft iti? 
pbvious tq your Lordfhips^ that all attempts 
to impofe fervitude upon fuch men, to 
^ftablilh defpp^fm over fuch a mighty con^ 
tinental nations muft be vain, muft be fatah 
Wc ftiall be Jorced ultimately to retraSl; let 
us retraft while we can, not when we muft, 
I fay wp muft neceflarily undo thefe violent 
pppreflive sitis t they myft b£ UpeaUd^-ryou 

f Afe of Parliament paflcd in the "preceding fcflTion, for fhut*- 
ting up the port pf Bofton, altering the charter of Maffachpfett't. 
Bay, &c. The noble fpeaker's prediftion was ftriftly verified 5 the 
Repeal of thefe adts was at laft, aft^r three years fruitlel's war^^fent 
put as a peace-offering to the Congrcfs of America ; by whom it 
W9S tircated with contempt. 
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/' 

^xLii.^' 'ohU repeal them ; I pledge my felf for it, that 

^-^-^ you will in the end repeal them ; I Jiake my 

reputation on it : — I mil confent to be taken 

Jot an idiot ^ if they are not finally repealed. r-^ 

Avoids then, this humiliating, difgracefu) 

jieceffity. With a dignity becoming your 

- exalted fitu^tion, make the firfl advances to 

contord, to peace, and happinefs : for that \% 

your true dignity, to a6l with prudence an<i 

^ jttftioe. That you fliould firft cojicede, is 

0bviou8, from found ^nd rations^l policy. 

Conceflion comes with better grace and 

inore ffilutary effeft from fuperior power; 

It recpnciles fuperiority of power with the 

feelings of i^ieii; and eftablifhes folid con-i 

fidence on the ficmndatioQs^^edion pud 

gratitude. 

. 1 So thought a wife poet and a wife man 
in political fagacity ; the friend of Mecaenas, 
and the eulo^ift of Auguftua. — To him, the 
adopted fon and fucceffor, the firft Caefar, to. 
him, the mafter of the world, he wifely ur^ 
ged this condufl qf prudence and dignity;. 
** Tume prifiTy^ tv^parce ; proj4,ce tela maniiJ^' 

* Every motive, therefore, of juftice and 
9f policy, of dignity and of ]r)rud?nc^, urges 

yOU: 
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you to allay the ferment in America— by a ^xuif* 
removal of your tropps from Bo(|:oq — by a^ 
repeal of your a£ls of Parliament- and by 
demonftratipii of amicable difpolitions tor 
yards your Colonies. On the other hand^ 
^fevery danger and every hazard impend^ to, 
^eter you from perfe verance Jn your prefexit 
ruinous mpafure^. — Foreign war hanging o*- 
ver your heads by aflight ai|d brittle th^ad: 
France and Sp^in watching your condu^^ 
find waiting for the maturity of youlr errors; 
*^with a vigilant eye to America, and the 
temper of your Colonies, more than to their 
pwn concerns, be they what they may« 

V 

f To conclude, my Lords; If the Minifte«n 
thus perfevere in mifadvifing and mifleadii^ 
the King, J will not fay,' that th6y can aiiienk 
^e the afFetlipus of his fubjefts from iii| 
^rown; but I will affirm, tk^ai they wiM nt&h: 
thfi crown not worth h^u wearing ;-tI will ;iot 
fay that the King is betrayed; but I \j\]\ 

F" ronounce, tfiat the kingdom is wfi^nel 

Here it will not be improper to offer a, 
Ifew explanatory obfervations, particularly 
tja^ the r>receding fpeech^- 

The 
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The reader'^wiy fecQl\sl^ that the motiot) 
which accompani0(i'|he . preceding fpeech, 
for jemoving his Maj^fty's troops from Bot- 
ton^ was urged by the noble Speaker exr 
prefsly on the ground o{ peaceably accom- 
modating the difpute with America. He 
win remember that the only ground of dif^ 
pxite ^hen, was the taxation of thai country 
claimed by this ; the attempted exercife of 
which) had produced a riot &t Bofton, The 
Independence of America was not th^n ia 
contemplation: unlefs in the reverie of a 
Ittverend writer* op the fubjeft, who maini* 
Itained a propofition, memorable only for 
lis Jingiilarity, "that the independence of 
America would be a beneficial event to £n- 
giand/'-^To the Americans it never ocr 
curred) unlefs for the refutation of fome iiir 
jurious fufpicions, by the moft folemn; ab^ 
fo}ute^ and exprefs disavowal. 

: The noble X^ord's motion was, however, 
rcjdfted : and hoftilities commenced at Lexr 
Ington, on the 19th of the following April, 

... , 
It is unnecejTary to particularize the fub- 

fequent events. Thfey are top wpli kxJpwn, 

f Pr. Tucktrl 

9nd 
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and have been' too feverely felt, by eVery ^xui^' 
friend of his country*. " Years of Cola- "^ 'v^^ 
**' mity* fatally fulfil the prophecy of Lord 
Chatham. The Britifh Empire has fuftain- 
-^d the " imjnedicabile vulnus'- which his wit* 
dom would have averted. — How he would 
liave coi:refl[ed the diforder at its &ifis\ be- 
fore it attained its -defperate maligtfity, will 
te feen in his Lordftiip's^ fp6^h,-pn the 
ierighteenth of November/ n.fjj.'* His Ma- 
jely 's fpeech oh that d^j exprelfed the *' Can^ 
j^^kce''' and ^* Hopes'^ ^i -his' Minifters ; and 
they may fairly ftknd in conrraft with the 
opinions of Lord Chatham. L^t hiftory form 
theeommettti n-' .; . 
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Oil the hrft day of February J 775, Lord ^\^^^^^ 
Chdtham ofStrt^ to the Houfe of Lords a i"«J.*;! 
bilhfor^g^uietjhg the troubles in America, rica."**"' 
whidTfi he introduced with faying, *that he 
offered it as a hcijis ior averting the dangers 
which now threatened the Britifli empire ; 
and he hoped, he f^id, that it would meet 

^ The aftonifhing nuinbcrof taxes laid upon the people of Great. 
Britaiiv^m the year ^775 tp the year J7S51 may be jufUyimput* 
«d to the American war. 

m 

with 
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^xuu* ^^^ *^^ approbation of every fide of 'th(i 
Houfe. He proceeded to ftatfe the lifgent 
neceffity of fiich a plan : ais, perhaps, the de- 
lay of a few hours might for cfver defbat the 
pofiibility of any fuch conciliatory interven* 
tityn. . He reprefented Great Britain and 
America as drawn up in martial arrays wait- 
kig for the fignal to engage irt a conteft, in 
\«^icih Jt waj little matter for whtWrvifihoiy 
^declared, as rnin abd defiruSibn l&uft be 
the ihevitable confe^uetKe to both parties; 
He wilKt^i he (aid, from a principled &f du^ 
ty andaffefti iii.tb afcVihfe p^rtofam^djia^ 
tor. He fftidj rhowevet, that |l» tegaid for 
popularity, no predileftiori ftor his coun- 
try, not the high efteeih he entertained fof 
America on the one hand,mol: the unaltera- 
,ble fteady regard he enter jt^ined fey the 
dignity of Great-Britain on the othef^ {hould 
at all influence his condutl ; for tJboUgh he 
loved the A^mericans, as toen pricing and 
fetting the juft value dri that inefiimabk 
blefling, Liberty; yet if he couldonCe bring 
himfelf to be perfuaded, that they entertained 
the moft diftant intentions of throwing off the 
legiilativefupremacy and great conilitutfonal 
fuperimending power and controui of 'tbef 
Britifli legiflature, he fibould be,the verjr 

perfoBi 
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perion kJrafelf, who woi^ild be the^fifft and ^^^J^ 

moft zealous fliover fofr fecuring and en- -^ 7 7^ 

forcing that power by every poflible exer* * * 

tk)n this country was capable o£ makings 

He recurred to his fortner argunWfnts, <m tite 

great conftitutional queftion of taxation anii 

reptefcntation ; infifted they were iDf^))ar»» 

bJftj and planted fo deeply in the vital ;prin- 

CMpries of j^h^ tofiftitutiQn, as ipiever to bp torn 

up, without deftroying and pulling afu^der 

every band of legal government and good 

faith, whych formed the cedent that naited 

its leyj^al conftituent parts together^ He 

wt reat^d. the affiftance of • the Houfe. to di-» 

geft )thip! crudA m ateriais which he preiumcd 

tofWyfe^f«)r6ii,rand to reduce hi? bill to that 

ianoi wibicli w^s fuited to the digi^y aoji 

the importance of that fubjeft, and j^q the 

great 0nds to which it was .ultimately d)« 

rej6i(ed. ; . . He^called on them to exercife their 

cando^jT Oi^l^ pref^nt occ^fion^ and depr«« 

cated ihe^^flfefis of pgrty, or prejudice ; ©f 

fadiio.ujs ' *fpleen, or Dlind predile6lion. IJe 

avowedrbimfelf to be aftuated by no.narraw 

princifde, or perfonal confideration whait- 

ever; , i^t though the -prefent bill mght^ b6 \^ 

looked^qpftfi as a bill of eoacefiioB^ it. was ^ 
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that it 'was a bill df affettion/ 

. • ■ • . • • 

The following i§ an autheiitie (ropy 6f the 

prdpofed bilh 

'^A .pTimfMal a£tfbrfetUingthetr&ubUsiti 
America, and for ajfefting thefupreine le* 
^ijlkthe authority ttnd /iipertntending pbvf- 

' - er of Great Britain oVtr tfie C^ionies. 



*• 



« Whereas by M zSt 6 Ged. HI; it is de- 

» » 

' fcIaFed3 that Parlianaent ha« full * pOwef and 
authoi^ty to make lawi and Aa lutes to bind 
the pasplfe'bf thd Colitoi^s, in all cafes what- 
foe veV ; drid whereas reiterated tcMipkiiits 
and rtWft ddn^olis difordfers have grown, 
touching thef ^igbt of taxation tlaiiti^d atrf 
exercifed over Aniericai t6 the dillurbainCe 
of peace and good oi'dcr theWi and to the 
a^lual interruption of the due . iritercourfe 
from Great Britain an(f Ireland to 4he; Colo- 
nies, deeply affeiling the navigaltion, tirade, 
and mailufa6iures of this kingdom and of 
Ireland, and announcing farther kik inter- 
ruption of all exports from the faJd Cote- 
nies to .great Britain, Ireland, an^ the B#i- 
tHh Klands in America ; Now» for prevention 
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tof thefe ruinbus mifchiefs, and in order *^^,^/' 
to an iequitablcj honourable^ and lading '^-^-v--^ 
fettlement of claims not fufliciently afper-- 
tained and circumftribed^ May it pleafe your 
moft Excellent Mdjefty, that it may be de- 
clared, and be it declared by the King's • 
moft Excellent Majefty; by and with the 
advice and coiifcnt of the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal and Commons in this prefent 
Parliament affembled^ ind by the authority 
of the fame; that the CQlonies of America 
haVie been> are^ and of right ought to be^ 
dependent upon the Imperial Crown of 
Great-Britain j and fubordinatc unto the 
Britifh Parliament^ and that the King's moft 
Excellent Majefty^ by and with the advice 
and confent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal and Cominons in Parliament af^ 
fembled, had, hatb^ and of right ought to 
have, full power and authority to make laws 
and ftatutes of fufficient force and validity 
to bind the people of the Britifh Colonies 
in America, in all matters touching the ge^- 
neral weal of the whole dominion of the 
Itnperial Crown of Great Britain^ and be- 
yond the competency of the local reprcfen* 
tative of a diftinfl; colony ; and moft efpeci* 
ally an indubitable and indifpenfible right 
Vol. IL V to 
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^XLiL * to make and ordain laws for regulating na- 
vigation and trade throughout the compli* 
cated fyftem of Britifh commerce ; the deep 
poHcy of fuch prudent afls upholding the 
guardian navy of the whole Britifli empire; 
and that all fubjefts in the Colonies are bound 
in duty and allegiance duly to recognize 
and obey (and they are hereby required fo 
to do) the fupreme legiflative authority and 
fu per intending power of the Parliament of 
Great Britain^ as aforefaid. And whereas, 
in a petition from America to his Majefty, 
^ it has been reprefented, that the keeping a 
{landing army within any of the Colonies, 
in time of peace, without confent of the re- 
fpetlive Provincial Affembly there, is againfi 
law; Be it declared by the King's molt Ex- 
cellent Majefty, by and with the confent of 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal and Com- 
mons in this prefent Parliament aflembled, 
• that the Declaration of Right, a^ the ever- 
glorious Revolution, namely, '^ That the 
railing and keeping a ftanding army within 
the kingdom, in time of peace, unlefs it be 
by the confent of Parliament, is againfl: law," 
having reference only to the confent of the 
Parliament of Great Britain, the legal, con- 
ftitutional, and hitherto unqueftioned pre- 
/ roggitivc 
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HSgative of the Crown, to fend arly part of ^>aii.^ 
fuch army, fo lawfully kept, td any of thei '"^ 
BritiOi dominions and pofleffions, whether 
in America or elfewhere, as his Majefty, iii 
the due cire of his fubjefils, may judge lie- . 
teffary for the fecurity and prdteftidn of th^ 
fame, cannot hie rendered dependent upon 
the donfent bf a Provincial AfFerribly in th^ 
Colonies^ without a mod dangerous inno- 
vation, and derogation from the dignity of 
the Imperial Crown of Great Britain. Ne- 
verthelefs, in brder to quiet and difpel 
groundlef&jealdufifes and fears, be it hereby 
declared^ That no military force^ however 
taifed, and kept according to law, can ever * 
be lawfully employed to violate and deftroy 
thejuftrights of the .people. Moreover, in 
order to remove for ever all caufes of per- 
nicious difcoid, and in diie contemplation 
of the vaft increafe of pofleffions and popu- 
lation in the Colonies; and having a heart 
to rendef the donditioh of fo great a body 
of induftrious fqbjefts thet'e more and more 
happy, by the fdcrednefsof property and of 
perfonal liberty^ of more extenfive, and laft- 
ing utility to the patent kingdom, by indif- 
foluble ties of mutual affeftion, confidence, 
trade^ and reciprocal benefits, Be it declared 

Y 2 and 
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^xLiu' ind enafted, by the King's moll Excel- 
'^•pT^ lent Majefty, by and with the advice and 
confent of .the Lords Spiritual and Tempo- 
ral and Commons in this prefent Parliament 
' affembled, and it is hereby declared and en- 
a6):ed by the authority of the fame, That no 
tallage, tax, or other charge for his Majef- 
ty's revenue, fhall be commanded or levied, 
from Britifti freemen iti America, without 
common confent, by aft of Provincial Af* 
fembly there, duly convened for that pur- 
pofe. And it is hereby further declared and 
enafted, by the King's mcft Excellent Ma- 
jefty, by and with the advice and confent of 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal and Com- 
mons in this prefent Parliament affembled, 
and by, the authority of the fame, Thiat it 
fhall and may be lawful for delegates from 
the refpefiive provinces, lately affembled at 
Philadelphia, to meet in general Congrefs 
at the faid city of Philadelphia, on the 9th 
day of May next enfuing, in order then and 
there to take into confideration the making 
due recognition of the fupreme legiflatrve 
authority and fuperintending power of Par- 
liament over the Colonies as aforefaid. And 
moreover, may it pleafe your moft Excel- 
lent Majefty, that the faid Delegates, to be 
: in 
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in Congrefs affembled in manner aforefaid, 
may be required, and the fame are hereby 
required, by the King's Majefty fitting in 
his Parliament, to take into confideratior^ 
(oyer and above the ufual charge for Sup- 
port of civil government in the refpeftive 
Colonies) the making a free grant to the 
King, his heirs, and fucceflbrs, of a certain 
perpetual revenue, fubjefcl to the difpofition 
of the Britifh ParHament, to be by them' 
appropriated as they in their wifdom fhall 
judge fit), to the alleviation of the national 
debt : no doubt being had but this juft, free 
aid; will be in fuch honourable proportion 
as may feem meet and becoming from great 
and flourifhing colonies towards a parent 
country labouring under the heavieft bur* 
dens, which, in no inconfiderable part, have 
been willingly taken upon ourFel v(js and pof. 
terity, for the defence, extenfion, and prof* 
perity of the Colonies. And to this great 
end, be it farther hereby declared and en* 
aQed, that the general Congrefs (to meet 
at Philadelphia as aforefaid) fhall, be, and is 
hereby authorized and empowered (the De» 
legates compoling the fame being firft fuffi- 
ciently furnilhed with powers from their 
yefpefciiye provinces for this purpofej to ad^ 
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^xLiif* juftand fix the proportions and quotas of 
^^•"[^^ the feveral chz^rges to be borne by each pror 
vinqe refpeftively, towards the general con? 
tributory fupply ; and this in fuch fair and 
equitable meafure^ as may bed fuft the abir 
lilies and due convenience of all : Provided 
always, that the powers for fixing the faid 
quotas, hereby given to the delegates from 
the old provinces compofing the Goftgrefs, 
fhall not extend tq the new provinces qF Eaft 
and Weft Florida, Georgia, Nova Scotia, 
St. John's, and Caqs^da; the circumftance^ 
jtnd abilities of the fai4 provinces being re-» 
ferved for the wifdom of Parliament in their 
due time. And in order to afford neceflary 
time for mature deliberation in Anjerica, be 
it hereby declared, X^at the proviflons for 
afcertaining Ad fixing the exercife of the 
right of taxation in the Colonies, as agreed 
and expreffed by this prefent a6l, (hall not 
. be in force, or have any operation, uritil the 
d-legates to be in Congrefs afTemblec}, fuflSr 
ciently authorifed and empowered by their 
refpettive provinces to thjs erid, fhall, as 
^n indifpenfable condition, have duly re* 
cognifed the fupreme legiflative authority 
and fuperintending power of the Parliament 
pf Great Britain over the Colonies afore- 

faid; 
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fiiid: Alway^ uriderftood. That the free ^^Lnf* 
.grant of an aid, as heretofore required and ^"^^^J^ 
expefted from the Colonies, is not to be 
confidered as a condition of redrefs, but as 
a juft teftimony of their affeftion. And 
whereas, divers afts of Parliament have be^n 
humbly reprefented, in a petition to his Ala* 
jefty from America, to have been found 
grievous^ in whole or in part, to the fubje6ls 
of the Colonies,. be it hereby declared by 
the King's moft Excellent Majefty, by and 
with the advice and confent of tjie Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal and Common* in 
this prefent Farliament aflembled, anjj by 
the authority of the fame. That the powers 
of Admiralty and Vice- Admiralty Courts in 
Anaenca fhall be reftrained within their an^ 
cient limits, and the Trial by Jury, in all 
civil cafes, where the fame may be abolifhed^ 
reftored: And that no fubje6i in America 
Oiall, in capital cafes, be liable to be indi6led 
and tried for the fame, in any place out of 
the province wherein fuch offence fhall be 
^lledged to have been committed, nor be 
deprived of a trial by his peers of the vici- 
nage; nor fhall it be lawful to fend perfons 
indified for murder in any province of Ame/» 
r}ca, to another colony, or to Great Britain, 

Y4 for • 
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^xLiir fo^ ^ri^^* ^^ b^ i' hereby declared an4 
^''^JCr' enafted, by the authority aforefaid, Tha| 
^11 and every the faid adis, or fo much there* 
of as are reprefentcd to have been found 
grievous, namely, the feveral a6b of the 
4th Geo. III. ch. 15. and ch. 34, — 5th Geo. 
III. ch. 25. — 6th Geo. III. ch. 52. — jth Geo. 
III. ch. 41. and ch. 46.— rSth Geo. III. ch. 
^2. — 12th Geo. IILch. 24. — with the three 
a£ls for flopping the port, and blocking up 
^he harbour of Bofton; for alte|?ing |he 
pharter arid government of Maflkchufetts 
Bay; and that entitled, An a6l for the better 
adminiftration of jufHce, &c.; alfo the aft 
for regulating the governmefnt of Quebec, 
and the ^61 paifed in the fame feffion relatiqg 
to the quarters of foldiers, {hajl be, and are 
hereby fufpended, and not to have effeQ; or 
execution, from the date of this aft. ^ And 
be it moreover hereby declared and enabled, 
\ by the authority afqrefaid, That all and 
every the before-recited a6ls, or the parts 
thereof cpmplained of, (hall be and are, in 

* 

virtue of this prefent a6l, finally repealed 
and annulled, from the day that the new re- 
pognition of the fupreme legiflative autho- 
rity and fuperintending power of Parliament 

over 
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over the Colonies, fliall have been i?ia4e on ^xLuf' 
the part of the faid Colonies, 

And for the better fecuring due and. im- 
partial admiriiftration of juflice in the Co- 
lonies, be it declared and ena£led by the 
King's mpft Excellent Majefty, by and with 
Ithe advice and confent of the Lords Spiri- 
tual and Temporal and Commons in thw 
prefent Parliament afl'emble^i, Th^| his Ma«, 
Jelly's Judges in Courts of Law in the Coi 
lo;iies of America, to jbe appointed with fa- 
iaries by the Crown, fhall hold their offiees 
and falaries as his Majefty's Judges in Eng- 
land, quamdiu fe bene geJfefinL And it is 
hereby further declared, by the authority 
^forefaid, that the Colonies in America are 
juftly entitled to the privileges, franchifeis, 
and immunities granted by their feveral 
Charters or Conftitutions ; and that the faid 
Charters qv Conftitutions ought not to be 
invaded or refumed, unlefs for jnifufer, or 
fome legal ground of forfeiture. So {hall 
true reconcilement avert impending calami- 
ties, and this folemn national accord between 
Great Britain and her Colonies ftand an 
everiafting monument of clemency and mag- 
p^niipity in the benignant father of his peor 

pie, 
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^Lnf' P^^' of wifdom and moderation in thi^ great 
nation, famed for humanity as for valour, 
arfd of fidelity and grateful affeftion frona 
brave and loyal Colonies to their parent 
kingdom, which will ever proteft and che- 
rifli them." 

Lord Sandwich moved to rejeft the Bill^ 
Lord Gower reprobated the Bill with extra* 
ordinary afperity- The Duke of GraftoTk 
(aid the Bill was unparliamentary. 



Lord 



^ Lord Chatham replied to the feverjil ob^ 
Ciuthain. jgQiQns which were made by the Lords in 
Adminiftration ; he defcanted with eqvai 
humour and feverity upon the very extra-* 
ordinary logic employed by the noble Duke^ 
his quondam colleague in office, and very 
humble fervant. The noble Duke, lays iiis 
Lordfhip, is extremely angry with me, that 
I fiid not previoufly confult him on the 
bringing jn the prefent bill; I would a£k 
the noble Duke, does he confult me ? or do 
1 defire to be previoufly told of any motions 
or meafures he thinks fit to propofe to this 
Houfe? His Grace feems to be much of- 
fended at the manner this bill has been hur-. 
. f jed. I am certain he could not b6 ferious^ 

• if 
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if he gavehimfelf a minute to confider how ^xlil 
the cafe really ftands. IJere we are told, ""-"- 
jthat America is m a flate of afl:ual rebel* 
lion, and we are now advanced to the ift of 
February, and no orie ftep is taken to cru(H 
this fuppofcd rebellion : yet, fuch being the 
cafe, I am charged with hurrying matters ; 
but whjether my conduft may be more juftiy 
jcharged with hurrying this bufinefs into, or 
his Grg^ce with hurrying it out of the Houfe, 
J believe requires no great depth of pene* 
tration to difcoven As to the other gene- 
ral objeftions, I prefume it will be recol- 
jlefted, that when I fubipitted my motion 
for withdrawing the |;roops from Bofton, I 
^hen |[ave nptice that I would prefent in a 
few days, a' plan of general reconciliation. 
Eleven days have fince elapfed, and nothing 
has been offered by the King's fervants; 
Under fuch circumftancies of emergency on 
one fide, when, perhaps, a fingle day may 
deternqi jne the fate of this great empire ; 
and fuch a fhameful pegligence, total inat- 
tention, and want of ability on the other, 
what was to be done ? i^o other alternative, 
in my opinion remained, but either to aban. 
^OTi the interefts of my country, and relin- . 
quifli my ^duty, or to propqfe fome plan, 

when 
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when Miniftry, by their inaftion and filence, 
owned themfelves incapable of propofmg 
any. But even now let them fpeak out, and 
tell me, that they have a plan to lay before 
US/ and I will give them an e;campleofcan* 
dour they are by no means deferving of, by 
inftantly withdrawjing the prefent Bill. The 
indecent attei^pt to ftifle this meafure in 
embrio,may promife confequences the very 
reverfe of what I am certain will be the cafe 
if the bill is admitted. The friends of the 
prefent motion may flatter themfelves, that 
the contents of the Bill will fink into filence 
and be forgotten, but I believe they will find 
the contrary. This Bill, though rejefted 
here, will make its way to the public, to the 
nation, to the remoteft wilds of America 5 
it will, in fuch a courfe undergo a deal of 
cool obfervation and inveftigation ; and 
whatever its merits or demerits fnay be, it 
wiU ftand or fall by them alone; it will, I 
truft, repiain an evidence of my poor endea- 
vours to jfefvp my country ; and however 
faulty or defeftive, will at le^ft manifeft how 
zealous I have been to ayert the impending 
Itorms which feem ready to burft on it, and 
for ever overwhelm it in ruin. Yet, when 
I coqfider ^he Vhple cafe as it liei before me, 

law 
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I am not much aftonifhed, I am not fur- ^xuif* 
prifed^ that men who hate liberty, fliould ^— v--^' 
deteft thofe that prize it ; or that thofe who 
want virtue themfelves, ftiould endeavour to 
perfecute thofe who poflefs it. Were I difi- 
pofed to purfue this theme to the extent 
that truth would fully bear me out in, I 
could demonftrate, that the whdle of your 
political conduft, has been one continued 
feries of weaknefs, temerity, defpotifm, ig- 
norance, futility, negligence, and the raoft 
notorious fervility, incapacity, and corrup- 
tion. /On reconfideration, I muft allow you 
one merit, a ftrift attention to your own in- 
terefts : in that view you appear found ftatef^ 
men, and able politicians. You well know, 
if the prefent meafure ftiould prevail, that 
you muft inftantly relinquifh your places. 
I doubt much whether you will' be able to 
keep them on any terms: butfurel am, that 
fuch is your well-known charafciers and abi- 
lities, any ^plan of recontiliation, however 
moderate, wife, and feafible, muft fail in 
your hands. Such then being your preca- 
rious fituations, who ftiould wonder that 
you can put a negative on any meafure which 
muft annihilate your power, deprive you of 
your emoluments, and at once reduce you 

to 
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^^lu to that ftate of infignificanee, for which 
and Nature defigned you ?' 

The Bill was reje£led, and not fuffered 
to lie upon the table ^ 

Although the Bill met with a fate fo Un- 
juft in Parliament, it was very jdiflferentljr 
received by the Public, On the tenth day 
of February^ the Corporation of the Gity of 
London came to the following refolutioh* 

*^ That the thanks of thi& Court be given 
to the Right Hon* the Earl of Chatham for 
having offered to the Houfe of Lords a plan 
for conciliating the differences which unfor* 
tunately fubfift between the Adminiftration 
in this country and its American Colonies j 
and to all thofe who fupported that noble 
Lord in fo humane a meafure/' 

The Town Clerk having waited on Lofd 
Chatham with the above refolution, his 
Lordlhip returned the following anfwen 

** Lord Chatham defires the favour of Mr4 
Town Clerk to offer my Lord Mayor, the 
/Jdermen^ and Commons^ in Common 

Council 
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Council affembled, his molt refpeftful and ^xlh^ 
grateful acknowledgements for the fignal ^"^775^^ 
honour they have been pleafed to confer on 
the mere difcharge of his duty, in a moment 
of impending calamity. 



_ . '. 



Under deep impreflions of former marks 
of fevourable conftru^ion of his ^onduft, 
during the evil hour of a dangerous foreiga 
war, he now deems himfelf too fortunate 
to find his efforts for preventing the ruin and 
horrors of a civil war, approved, honoured, 
ani itrengthened by the firft CJorporate bo- 
dy in the kingdom/* 

During the remainder of the feflioh, 
which endpd on the 26th of May, 1775, 
. Lord Chatham did not attend ; nor during 
the fucceeding fefTion, which began on the 
26th of 061. 1775, and ended on the 23d 
of May 1776. His health declined fo faft, 
he w^s not able. 
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Duke of Grafton rcjtgns — Lord Chatham's motion 
» to difcontinue the American War ; and Speeches 

on the fame. 

xLili^* A '^ ^^^ meeting of Parliament towards^ 
-^nL the end of 06lobef, 1775, the Duke 
of Grafton being convinced of the hoflile 
^^^ mieafures of the Cabinet againft America, 
- declared that his confcience forbade him 
fupporting thofe meafures in Parliament, 
and, therefore, he refigned the Privy Seal ; 
which was thereupon given to Lord Dart- 
mouthy and Lord George Germaine fucceeded 
his Lord (hip as Secretary of State for 
America. 

• 

»777* On the thirteenth day of May, 1777, 
Lord Chatham attended the Houfe of Lords, 
again, to make another motion, deprecating 
hoflilities with America, He* began — 

chlfham's * My Lords, this is a flying moment; per- 
3ifc1>mil*^ haps but fix weeks left to arreft the dangers 
mTricw ' that furround us. The:gathering ftorm may 
s'p'^ccheJ' break ; it has already opened, and in part 

on the • ■ _ ^ 
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butft. It is difficult for Govetuhient^ after ^xLiuf' 
all that has pafl'ed, to fhake hands with de* ^^^v**' 
fiers of the King, defier<f of the Parliament^ 
defiers of the people* I am a defier of no- 
body ; but if an end is not put to this war, 
there is an end to this country* I, do not 
truft my judgment in ray prefent ftate of 
health; this is the judgment of my better 
days ; the refult of forty years attention to 
America. They are rebels ; but what are 
they rebels for ? Surely not for defending 
their unqueftionable rights! What have 
thefe rebels done heretofore ? I remember 
when they faifed four regiments on their 
own bottom, and took Louifbourg from tlie 
veteran troops of France* But their excef^ 
fes have been great I do not mean to be 
their panegyric ; but tnuft obferve in attenu-^ 
ation^ the erroneous and infatuated counfelsi 
which have prevailed— the door to mercy 
and juflice has been (hut againfl them» 
But they may flill be taken up upon the 
Grounds of their former fubmifhon. [RefcY'^ 
ring to tkeir petition,'] I ftate to yOu the im-* 
portance of America ; it is a double-market; 
the market of confumption, and the market 
of fupply« This double*market for millions^ 
with naval ftores, you are giving to your 
Vou 11. Z hereditary 
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c H A F. hereditary rival. America has carried, yotl ' 
through former wars, and will now carry 
you to your death, if you don't take things 
in time. In the fportfman's phrafe, when 
you have found yourfelves at fault, you muft 
try back. You have ranfacked every comer 
of Lower Saxony; but40,ooo German boors 
never can conquer ten times the number 
of Britifli freemen : they may ravage ; they 
cannot conquer. But you would conquer, 
you fay ! Why, what would you conquer — 
the map of America ? I am ready to meet 
any General Officer on the fubjeft. [^Look- 
ing at Lord AmherJF^ What will you do out 
of the pfoteftion of your fleet ? In the win- 
ter, if together, they are ftarved; andif dif- 
perfed they are taken off in detail. I am . 
experienced in fpring hopes and vernal pro* 
mifes ; I know what Minifters throw out ; 
but at laft will come your equinoftial difap- 
pointment. You have got nothing in A* 
ximerica but ftations^ You have been three 
years teaching them the art of war. They 
are apt fcholars, and I will venture to tell 
your Lordfliips, that the American gentry 
will n^ke officers enough fit to command the 
troops of all the European powers^ What 
you have fent there^ are too many to make 

peace^ 



6¥ THE ^ARL OP CHATHANi; 



339 



1777, 



^eace, too few to make war; If you conquer ^xim* 
them, what then ? Yoii cannot make them 
tefpleft you ; ydu cannot make therii Wear 
^our cloth. You 'will pl'ant ah invincible 
hitred in their breafts againft you. Coming 
from the flock they doi ttiey can never ref- 
peft you. If Minifters are founded in fay- 
ing there is no fort of treaty with France^ 
there is ftill a moment left ; the point of 
hondur is ftill fafei France muft be as felf-i 
deftroying as England, to itiake a treaty 
while you are giving her America at the ex-^^^ 
p.eriCe of twelve milliorls a ydar; The in- 
tercourfe has produced every thing td 
Firance; and England, old England^muft pay 
fdr all; I hive at different times made dif- 
ferent prbpofitiqns, adapted to the circum- 
ftances in which they wer«; offered. The 
plan containsd in the former bill, is ndw im- 
prafticable; the prtifent motion will tell you 
where you are^ and what you have riow to • 
depend Upon. It may prdduce a refpefta* 
tie divifion in America, and unanimity at 
homci It will give America an option; (he 
has yet made no option. You have faid, lay 
down your atms^ and fhe has given you the \ 
Spartan anfwer^ «* come take;" [Here he 
read his motion^'] 

Z a .**Thax 
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^xLilif' ** That an humble addrefsbe prefented 
•to his Majefty, moft dmifully reprefenting 
to his royal wifdoin,that this Houfe is deeply 
penetrated with the view of impending ruin 
to the kingdom, from the continuation of an 
unnatural war againd the Britifh Colonies 
in America; and moft humbly to advife his 
Majefty to take the moft fpeedy and effec- 
tual meafures for putting, a ftop to fuch fatal 
hofiilities, upon the only juft and folid 
foundation, namely the removal of accumu- 
lated grievances; and to a flu re his Majefty, 
that this Houfe will enter upon this great 
and neceflary work with chearfulriefs and 
difpatch^in order to open to his Majefty the 
only means of regaining the affections of 
the Britifh Colonies, and of fecuring to 
Great Britain the commercial advantages 
of thefe valuable poffeffions ; fully perfua^ed, 
that to heal and to redrefs, will be more 
congenial to the goodnefs and magnanimity 
of his Majefty, and more prevalent over 
the hearts of generous and free-born fyb- 
jefts, than the rigours of chaftifement, and 
the horrors of a civil war, which hitherto 
have ferved only to Iharpen refentments, and 
confolidate union^ and^ if continued, muft 

end 
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end in finally diflblving all ties, between ^x^m!' 
Great Britain and the Colonies/' 



Lord Chatham rofe again. . ' The propo- 
fal he faid, is fpecific. I though it fo clear, 
that I did not enlarge upon it. I mean the 
redrefs of all their grievances, and the right 
ofdifpolingoftheir own^money. This is to 
be done inftantaneoufly. I will get out of 
my bed to move it on Monday. This will 
be the herald of peace; this will open the 
way for treaty; this will fhew Parliament 
tincerely difpofed.. Yet ftill much muft be 
'left to treaty. Should you conquer this 
people, you cpnquer under the cannon of 
France; under a malked battery then ready , 
to open. The moment a treaty with France 
appears, you muft declare war, though you 
had only five fhips of the lihe in England j 
but France will defer a treaty as long as 
poflfible. You are now at the mercy of 
every little German chancery; aijd the pre'- 
tenfions pf France will increafe daily, fo as 
to become an avowed party in either peace 
or war. We have tried for unconditional 
fubmiffion: try what can be gained by un- 
conditional redrefs. ^Lefs dignity will be 
Joft in the repeal, than in fubmitting to the 

Z 3 demands 
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^xiiii! demands of German chanceries. We are 
^^^^^J^ the aggreffors. We have invaded them. 
We have invaded them as much as the 
Spai^ilh armada invaded England. Mercy 
jcannot do harm ; it will feat the King where 
he ought to be, throned on the hearts of his 
people; and millions at home and abroad^ 
now employed in obloquy or revolt, wou(4 
pray for him, 

r 

In making his motion for addrefling the 
King, he infilled frequently and ftrongly on 
the abfoljite neceflity of immediately making 
peace with America. Now, he faid, * was 
the crifis, before France- wq.s a p?>rty tq the 
treaty. This was the only moment left be- 
fore the fate of thi$ country was decided* 
The French court, he obferved, was too 
wife to lofe the opportunity of effeftually 
feparating America from the dominions of 
this kingdom. War between France and 
Great Britain, he faid, was not Ipfs probable 
becaufe it had not yet been declared : i^ 
would be folly in France to declare it npw, 
while An^^rica gave full employment to 
pur arms, and was pouring into her lander 
wealth and produce; the benefij: pf which 
file was enjoying in peace j He enlarged 

much 
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much on the importance of America to this ^x^n i!' 
country, which, in peace and in wair he obi - ^— >^ 
ferved, he ever confidered as the great fource 
of all our wealth and power. And then 
added [raifing his voice]] " Your trade Ian- 
guiflies, your taxes increafc, your revenues 
diminifli ; France, at this moment, is fecuring 
and drawing to herfelf that commerce, 
which created your feamen, fed your iflands^ 
&c/' * He reprobated the ,meafures~ which • 
produced, and which have been purfued in 
the condufct of the civil war, in the fevereft 
language; infatuated meafures giving rife, 
and ftill continuing a cruel, unnatural, feif 
deflroying war. Succefs, it is faid, is hoped • 

for in this campaign. Why ? JSecaufe our 
army will be as ftrong this year as it was i 

laft, when it was not ftf ong enough. The 
notion of conquering America he treated 
with the greatcft contempt/ 

Lord Gower, and other Lords in Admi^ 
niftration, condemned the motion in the fe-- 
vereft terms ; and Lord Hillfhorougk affeft* 
ing not to under ftand it, Lord Chat karri rofe 
9l fecond time, and faid, 

« — * 

^ I will, with your Lordfhip's permiffion, 
llatp fliortly what I meant. My Lords, my 

Z 4, "motion 
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CHAP, motion was ftated generally, that I ipight 
leave the queflion at large to be amended by 
your Lordfhips. ,1 did not dare to point 
out the- fpecific means. I drew the motion 
^ up to the beft of my poor abilities; but I in^ 
tendejd it only as the herald of conciliation, 
as the harbinger of peace to our afflifled 
<]loIonies. But as the noble Lord feems to 
wifh for fomething more fpecific on the fub * 
jeft, and through that medium feeks my 
particular fentiraents,, I will tell your Lord«- 
fhips very fairly what I wifh for. I wifh for 
a repeal of every oppreflive aft which your 
Lordftiips have pafled fince 1763. I would 
put our brethren in America precifely on the 
fame footing they flood at that period. I 
would expeft, that being left' at liberty to 
tax themfelves, and difpofe of their own 
property, they woqld in return contribute 
to the common burthens, according to their 
means and abilities, 1 will move your Lord^ 
fhips for a bill of repeal, as the only means 
left to arrefl that ^pprpachin^ deflruftion 
which threatens tD overwhelm us. — My 
Lords, I fhall no doubt hear it objefted, 
Why fhould we fubmit or concede? Has.A*i 
merica done any thing on her p^rt to in- 
duce us to agree to fo large a ground of eon-p 

eeffipn? 
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ceffion? I will tell you, my Lords, why I ^xuiu 
think you fhould. You have been the ag« ^"^ii^ 
greflbrs from the beginning, I fhall not 
trouble your Lordftiips with the particulars; 
they have been ftated and enforced by the 
noble and learned Lord, who fpoke laft but 
one, (Lord Camden,) in a much more able 
and diftinft manner th^n I could pretend to 
ftate them. ^ If, then, we are the aggreffors, 
it is your Lordfhips bulinefs to make the firft 
overture. I fay again, this country has been 
the aggreflbr. You have made defcents up- 
on their ceafts : you have burnt their towns, 
plundered their country, made war upon the 
inhabitants, confifeated their property, pro* 
fcribed and imprifoned their perfons. I do 
therefore affirm, my Lords, that inftead of 
exafting unconditional fubmiffion from the 
Colonies, we fhould grant them unconditi- 
onal redrefs. We h^ve injured them ; we 
have endeavoured to enflave and opprefs 
them. Upon this ground, my Lords, inftead 
of ehaftifement, they are entitled to redrefs, 
A repeal of thofe laws, of which they com- 
plain, will be the firft ftpp to that redrefs. 
The people of America look upon Parlia- 
ment as the author of their miferies ; their 
gffcj^iops arecftranged from, their Sovereign. 

Let 
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^xLiu ^^» *^^"' reparation come from the hands 
that infli6led the injuries; let conciliation 
fucceed chaflifement ; and I do maintsan^ 
that Parliament will again recover its au- 
thority ; that his Majefty will be once more 
enthroned in the hearts of his American fub- 
je6ls; and that your Lordfhips, as contrib- 
uting to fo great, glorious, falutary, and he- 
nignant a work, will receive the prayers and 
l>enedidions of every part of the Britiih 
empire/ 

, The motion was negatived. 

The feffion ended on the fixth day of 
June 1777, 

CHAP. XLIV, 

Lord Chaikarns Speech on the AddrefSf end his 
amendmerU — on the employment of ihe Indians in 
North America — on the Returns ,oJ the Army-^ 
on the Capture of General Burgoyne^s Army^^ 
His motion on the employment of the Indians-s^His 
Speech againfl the motion to adjourn. 
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PARLIAMENT met on the i8th day of 
November 1777. The war with Ame-» 
rica becoming every day more critical. Lord 
Chatham^ though he had fcarcely ftrength 

to 
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to move, forefeeing the fatal confeqitences ^"uv^; 
pf it, was exceedingly ardent in his wifli to "^tj^ 
jarred the evil, in every ftage of its progrefs. 
}le therefore attended on the firft day of the 
jSeflion. J^ord Percy having moved the 
Addrefs, Lord Chatham rofe ip a little time 
after. 

♦ I rife, my Lords,* he faid*, ^ to declare tord 
piy fentiments on thjs moft fplemn and feri- Speech ^ 
pus fubjeft. It has impofed « load upoa <»rcfi, 
pay mind, which, I fear, nothing can remove; 

but which impels me to endeavour its alle« 
yiation, by a free and unreferve4 communi* 
catiQn of my fentiments. 

* In the firft part of the Addrefs, I }i4V« 
the honour of heartily concurring with the 
fioble Earl who moved it. No man feels 
fincerer joy than I do ; none can offer more 
genuioe congratulation on every acceflion of 
ftren^th to the Proleftant fucceflion : I there- 
fore join in every congratulation oq thehirth 
pf another princefs, and the happy recovery 

f This rpe^h vras t^en by the fanae gentleman w)io took that 
of the loth of January. 17 75| and has been equally edeemed for 
its accuracy. 

of , 
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^xuv!' ofherMajefty. But I mufl fto'p here ; my 
courtly coraplaifance will carry me no fur- 
ther : I will not join in congratulation on 
misfortune and difgrace: 1 cannot concur in 
a blind and fervile addrefs, which approves, 
and endeavours to fantlify, the raonftrous 
meaFufes w^hich have heaped difgrace and 
misfortune upon us — which have brought 
ruin to our doors. This, my Lords, is a pe- 
rilous and tremendous moment! It is not a 
time for adulation. The fmoothnefs of 
flattery cannot now avail — cannot fave us in 
this rugged and awful crifis. It is now ne- 
ceflary to inftruft the Throne in the lan- 
guage of truth. We muft difpel the delufi- 
on and the d^rknefs which envelope it ; and 
difplay, in its full danger and true colours, 
the ruin that is brought to our doors, 

* This, my Lords, is our duty; it is the 
proper funffion of this noble affembly, fit- 
. ting, as we do, upon our honours in this 
houfe, the hereditary council of the crown : 
And who is the minifter — where is the minif- 
ter, that has dared to fuggeft to the Throne 
the. contrary, unconftitutional language 
this day delivered from it? The ac- 
cuftomed language from the, Throne has 

been 
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been application t6 Parliament; for advice, ^x" ivf* 
and a reliance on its conftitutional advice and 
affiflance: as it is the right of Parliament to 
give, fo it is the duty of the crown to afk 
it. But on this day, and in this extreme 
momentous exigency, no reliance is repofed 
on our conftitutional counfels! no advice is 
afked from the fober and enlightened care 
of Parliament! But the Crown, from itfelf, 
and by itfelf, declares an unalterable deter- 
mination to purfue meafures — and what 
meafures, my Lords?— The meafures that 
have produced the imminent perils that 
threaten us ; the meafures that have brought 
ruin to our doors.' 



' Can the minifter of the day now pre- 
fume to expe£l a continuance of fupport, 
in this ruinous infatuation? Can Parliament 
be fo dead to its dignity and its duty, as to 
be thus deluded into the lofs of the one, and 

the viplation of the other?i To give an 

unlimited credit and fupport for the Jleady 
perfeverance in meafures ; that i^ the. word 
and the conduft— ^= — propofed for our par- 
liamentary advice, but difclated and forced 
upon us — in meafures, I fay, my Lords, 
which have reduced this late flourifhing em* 

pire 
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^xuvf ' P^^ *^ ™^" ^^^ contempt !— ** But yejlcrdayi 
^■*v^ ^171^ England might have- Jtood agaivft tk^ 
tdorld: Tiownonefo poor to do hkr reverence.^* 
I ufe the words of a poet ; but though it be 
poetry, it is no fiftion. It is a (hameful 
truth, that not only the power and ftrength 
of this country are wafting awiiy and expir- 
ing ; but her well-earned glories, her trucf 
honour, and fubftantial dignity, are facfi* 
ficed. JFrance, my Lords, hats ififulted you ; 
(he has encouraged and fuftained Afherica ; 
and whether America be wrong of right, the 
dignity of this country ought to fpum at the' 
officious infult of French interfeirence* The 
minifters and ambaffadors of thofe Who are 
called rebels and enemies, ^xt in Paris ; in 
Paris they tranfafl the reciprocal interefts of 
America and France. Can there be a more 
mortifying infult ? Can even our minifters 
fuftain a more humiliating difgrace? Do 
they dare to refent it ? Do they prefume 
even to hint a vindication of their honour^ 
and the dignity of the ftate, by tequiring 
the difmiflion of the plenipotentiaries of 
America ? Such \i the degradation to which 
they have reduced the glories of England \ 
The people whom they afFeft to call con-, 
temptible rebels, but whofe growing power 

has 
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has at laft: obtained the name of enemies ; ^xlivf'' 
the people with whom tlky have engaged ^•^-^^^'^ 
this country M war, and againft whom they 
now>commandour implicit fupport in every 
meafure of defperate hoftility : this people, 
defpifed as rebels, or acknowledged as ene« 
mies, are abetted againft you, fupplied with 
every military ftore, their interefts confulted, 
and their ambafladors entertained, by your 
inveterate enemy! and our minifters dare 
nof interpofe with dignity or efteft. Is this 
the honour of a great kingdom ? Is this the 
indignant fpirit of England, who, " but 
yefterdayi" gave law to the Houfe of Bour- 
bon? My Lords, the dignity of nations de- 
mands a decifiive conduft in a fituation like 
this. Even when the greateft prince that 
perhaps this country ev^er faw, filled our 
throne, the requifition of a Spanifli general, 
on a fimilar fubjed, was attended to, and 
complied with ; for, on the fpirited remon- 
ftrance of the duke of Alva, Elizabeth found 
herfelf obliged to deny the Flemifh exiles 
all countenance, fupport, or even entrance 
into her dominions ; and the Count le Mar* 
que, with his few defperate followers, was 
expelled the kingdom. Happening to arrive 
at the Brille, and finding it weak in defence, 

they 
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they made therfifelves matters of the place! 
and this was the foundation of the United 
Provinces* 

* My Lords, this ruinous and ignomini- 
ous fituation, where we cannot a6l with fuc- 
cefs, nor fuffer with honour, calls upon us 
toremonftrate in the ftr6ngeft and loudeft 
language of truth, to refcue the ear of Ma- 
jefty from the delufioris which furround it. 
The defperate ftate of our arms abroad is in 
part known: no man thinks more highly of 
them than I do : I love and honour the Eng- 
lifti troops : I know their virtues and their 
. valour : I know they can achieve any thing 
except impoffibilities ; and I know that the 
conqueft of Englifh America is an impojfi^ 
hility. Yoii cannot, I venture to fay it, you 
CANNOT conquer America. Your armies 
laft war effefcled every thing that could be 
effefted ; and what was it? It coft a nume- 
rous army, under the command of a mofl 
able general *, now a noble Lord . in this 
Jioufe, a long and laborious campaign, to 
expel five thdufand Frenchmen from French 
America. My Lords, yon cannot conquer 

• 

• Sir Jegery (now Lord) AmUrf. 

Anurka, 
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America. What is your prefent fituation 
there? We do not know the worft; but we 
know^ that m three c?impaigns we have done 
nothing and fufFered much. Belides the fuF- 
ferings, perhaps total lofs, of the Northerh 
force*; the beft appointed army that ever 
took the field commanded by Sir Willia.m 
Howe, has retired from the American lines; 
he was obliged to relinqujfh his attempt, and 
with great delay and danger, to adopt a new 
apd diftant plan of operations. We fhall 
foon know, and in any event have reafon to 
lament, what may have happened fince. As 
to conqiieft, therefore, my Lords, I repeat, 
it is impoflible.7— You may fwell every ex- 
pence, and every effort, ftill more extrava- 
gantly ; pile and accumulate every affiftance 
you can buy or borrow ; traffic and barter 
with every little pitiful German prince, that 
fells and fends his fubjetls to the fhambles of 
a foreign prince; your efforts are for ever 
vain and impotent— -doubly fo from this mer- 
cenary aid on which you rely ; for it irritates. 
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♦ General Bu'rgoyne^s army. The hiftory cf it is,ihort — Mofl: 
of itsbraverf officere fdl^ and about half < its niunbers; the R£sa* 
furreiidercd to the enemy on the 17th of October, 1777. See the 
Gazettes. — ^The account of this /o/a/ /o/Xj-ai'ttieitoble fpeaker's 
prefciencc exprefled it on the 1 8th of November, arrived in Eng- 
land in the beginning of Ekcembcr* 

Vol. IL A a to 
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^xL^v!' ^^ ^^ incurable refentment, the mmds of 
your enemies — to over-run them with the 
mercenary fons of rapine and plunder ; de- 
voting them and their poffeffions to the ra- 
pacity of hireling cruelty ! - If I were an 
American, as I am an Englifliman, while a 
foreign troop was landed in my country, I 
never would lay down my arms — never — 
never — never. 

• Your own army is infefled with the con- 
tagion of thefe illiberal allies. The fpirit 
of plunder and of rapine is gQne forth 
among them. I know it — and notwithfland- 
ing what the noble Earl *, who moved the 
addrefs, has given as his opinion of our 
American army, I know From"' authentic in- 
formation, and the mojl experienced offiocrs, 
that our difcipline is deeply wounded. Whilfl 
this is notorioufly our finkmg (ituation^ Ame- 
rica grows and flouriflies : whilft our ftrength 
and difcipline are lowered, theirs are rifing 
and improving. 

s 

* But, my Lords, who is the man, that in 
addition to thefe difgraces and mifchiefs of 

our 
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Our ^rmy, has dared to authorife and aflb- ^xlivT' 
ciate to our arms the tomahawk and fdalp- 
ing-knife of the favage ? To dall into ci- 
vilized alliance, the wild and inhuman fa- 
vage of the woods ; to delegate to the mer- . 
cilefs Indian, the defence df difputed rights^ 
and to wage the horrors of his barbarous 
war agatilft our brethren ? My Lords, thcfe 
enormities cry aloud for redrefs and punifh- 
ment; unlefs thoroughly done away, it will 
be a ftain on the national charafter — it is 4 
violation of the Conftitutiori — I believe it is 
againft law. It is not the leaft of our na- 
tional misfortunes^ that the ftrengch and cha- 
rafter of out army are thus impaired ; in* 
fefted with the mercenary fpirit of robbery 
and rapine — familiarized to the horrid fcenes , 
of favage cruelty, it can no longer boaftof 
the noble and generous principles which 
dignify a foldier ; no longer fympathize with 
the dignity of the rpyal banner, nor feel the 
pride, pomp, and circumftance of glorious 
war, " that make ambition virtue!" What 
makes ambition virtue ? — the fenle of ho- 
, nour. But is the fenfe of honour confiftent 
with a fpirit of plunder, or the practice pf 
murder ? Can it flow, from mercenary mo- 
tives, Qr can it pronipt to cruel deeds ? Be- 

Aaa fides 
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fides thefe murderers and plunderers, let mc 
afk our Minifters, what other allies have they 
acquired?^ What other pomers have they af- 
fociated to their caufe ? Have they entered 
into alliance with the king of the gypfies^ 
Nothing, my Lords, is too low or too ludi- 
crous to be conliftent with their counfcls. 



* The independent views of America have 
been dated and afferted as the foundation 
of this addrefs. My Lords, no man wifhes 
for the due dependence of America on 
this country more than I do. To preferve 
it, and not confirm that flate of independ- 
ence into which y(?wr vieajures hitherto have 
driven them, is the objeft which we ought to 
unite in attaining. The Americans, con- 
tending for their rights againfl the arbitran^ 
exafclions, I love and admire ; it is the flrug- 
gle of free and virtuous patriots : but con- 
tending for independency and total difcon- 
nedion from England, as an Englifhmian, I 
cannot wifh them fuccefs ; for, in a due con- 
flitutional dependency, including the anci- 
ent fupremacy of this (Country in regulating 
their commerce and navigation, conlifls the 
mutual happinefs and profperity both of 
England and America. She derived aflift- 

ance 
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ance and protedion from us ; and we reaped ^xiv/* 
from her the moil important advantages : — 
She was^ indeed, the fountain of our weal^h^ 
the nerve of our ftrength, the nuyfery and^ 
bafis of our naval power. It is out duty, 
therefore, my Lords,- if we wi|Ih to fave our 
country, moft ferioufly to endeavour the re- ^ 
covery of thgfe mod beneficial fubjecls: 
a^nd in this perilous crifis; perhaps the pre- 
fcnt moment may be the only one in which 
wc can hope for I'uccefs : for in their nego- 
tiations with France, they have, or think 
they have, reafon to complain: though it be 
notorious that they have received from that 
power, important fupplies and affiflance of 
various kinds, yet it is certain they expefcled 
it in a more decifive and immediate degree, 
America is in ill humour with France, on 
Ibme points that have not entirely anfwered 
her expeftations : let u§; wifely take advan- 
tage of every pofiTible moment of reconcilir 
ation. Befides, the natural difpofition of 
America herfelfftill leans towards England ; 
to the old habits of conne6li6n and mutual 
Jntereft that united both countries.. This 
xuas the eftablifhed fentiment of all the Con- 
tinent; and Hill, my Lords, in the great and 
principal part, the found part of America, 

A a 3_ , this 
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^xinrf* '^*^ ^^^ ^"^ affeftionate difpolitioH pre- 
vails ; arid there is a very confiderable part 
of America yet found — the middle and the 
fouthern provinces j fome parts may be fac-? 
tious and blind to their true interefts ; but 
if we exprefs a wife and bepevolent difpofi? 
fion to communicate \vith them thofe imnoiit- 
jable rights pf nature, and thofe qonftitu-/ 
tional liberties, to which they are equally en- 
titled with ourfelves ; by a conduft fo juft 
and humane; we fhall confirm the favour? 
able, and conciliate the adverfe. I fay, my 
Xord% the rights and liberties to which they 
are equally entitled, -with ourfelves, but no 
more. I would participate tp them every 
enjoyment and freedom which the coloniz- 
ing fubjefts of a free ftate can poffefs, or 
wifh to poffefs ; and I do not fee \vhy they 
fliQuld not enjoy every fundamental right 
in their property, and every original fub- 
ftantial liberty, which D^vonfliire or Surry, 
or the county I live in, or any other county 
in England, can plaim ; referving always, a? 
the facred right of the mpther country, the 
due cpnftitutional dependency pf the Colo- 
nies. The inherent fupremacy pf the ftate 
in regulating and prote6ling the navigation 
and commerce of all her fulyefts, is neceffary 

for 
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for the m^tuaj benefit and prefervation of ^xlivf* 
every part, to cohftitute and prefcrve the ^tj^ 
profpei^ous arrangement of the whole em- 
pire, 

^ The found parts of America, of which 
1 have fpoken, mufl be fenlible of thefe 
great truths, and of their real interefls. 
America is not in that ftate of defperate and 
contemptil^le rebelhon, which-this country 
has been deluded to i)elieve. It is not a wild - 
aud l^wlefs banditti, who^ having nothing to 
lofe, might hope to fnatch fomething from 
public convulfions; many of their leaders 
and great men have a great ftake in this 
great conteft ;— -the gentleman who condufls 
their armies, I am told, has an eftate of four 
or five thoufand pounds a year: and when 
I confider thefe things, I cannot but lament 
the inconfiderate violence of our penal afts, 
our declarations of treafon and rebel Hon, 
with all the fatal efFefts of attainder and 

* ■ ^ 

confifcation, 

• As to the difpofition of foreign powers, 
which is afferted to be pacific* ^nd friendly^ 

* In the King's Speech, 

Aa4 Jet 
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^xLiv'** ^^* "^ j^^g^» "^y Lords, rather by theif 
*— ^^ — ^ aflions and the nature of things, than by 
interefted aflertions. The uniform afliftance, 
fupplied to America by France, fuggefts a 
different condulion: — The moft important 
interefts of France, in aggrandizing and en- 
riching herlelf with what Ihe mod M^ants, 
fupplies of every naval ftore from America, 
mufl infpire her with different fentiments. 
The extraordinar)' preparations of theHoufe 
of Bourbon, by land and by fea, from Dun- 
kirk to the Streights, equally ready and wil- 
ling to overwhelm thefe defencelefs iflands, 
ftiould roufe us to a fenfe of their real dif- 
pofition, and our owp danger. Not five 
thoufand troops in England !--hardIy three 
thoufand in Ireland! What can we oppofe 
to the combined force of our enemies? — 
Scarcely twenty fhips of the line fully or 
fufficiently manned, that any Admirals re- 
putation would permit him to take the com- 
mand of *.-— The river of Lifbon in the pof- 

feffion 



• In reply to the-noble fpcaker's ailVrtion, relative to the num- 
ber of (hips, &c. the firlt Lord of the AdniiraUy role in his place, 
9nd gave their Lordfliips official afliirance, " that tliirtyfive (hips 
of the line were then -(Nov. 18th, 1777) Qpmplctely ready: iliat 
fevcn more would be ready in a few weeks ; in slW forty 't*w9 i and 
th^tt 4n Admiral of the nio(t acknpwl^d^ed merit (he thenfaid) 

and 
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feflion of our enemies !:^The feasfwept by xliv-^"^ 
American privateers :— ^Oar channel trade *^^ 
torn to pieces by themf In this complicated 
crifis of danger, weaknefs at horpe, and ca- 
lamity abroad, terrified and infulted by the 
neighbouring powers, — unable to aft in 
America, or afting only to be tleftrgyed ; — ► 
\^here is the man \vith the forehead to prb* 
mife or hope for fuccels in fuch a lituation? ' 
or, from perfeverance in the meafurcs that 
have driven us to it? Who bias the forehead 
to do fo? Where is that man? I fhould be 
glad to fee his face. 

* You cannot conciliate America by your 
prefent meafures — you cannot fubdue her 
J)y your prefent, or by any meafures. 
what, then, can you do? You cannot con- 
quer, you cannot gain,, but you can addrefs; 



and of the higheft reputation. Admiral Keffely was ready to take 
the cojmmand," — In March, 1778, Admiral Keppel went to 
Portfmouth to take the command. He found ^^ hwt Jix fiips 
ready," and thofe in ill condition. — See Defence of Admiral Kef-- 
peL — " On the 30th of June* twenty (hips of die line were ready^ 
with which Admiral Kepfel tailed. Ihirty-fwo (hips of the line 
then lay in Breft-water, befides an incredible number of fiigates.'* 
Ibid, — The Englifh fleet were forced to return, from this vaft 
fuperidrity pf the fleet of France. — " A firft Lord of the Admi- 
ralty, if he does not take care always to have a fleet fuperior to 
\>oi\\ Franc'e and Spain, defefve: to hfe bis head,*' — Ld. Sandwich* 

. , you 
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^ xLi^* yo^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ f^^^ ^"^ an?cieties of the 
moment into an ignorance of the danger 
that fhould produce them. But, my Lords, 
the time demands the language of truth : — 
we muft not now apply the flattering unflion 
of fervile compliance, or blind complai- 
lance* In a juil and neceffary war, to main- 
tain theVights or honour of my country,! 
would ftrip the fhh-t from ray back to fup- 
port it. But in fuch a war as this, unjull in 
ks principle, imprafticable in its means, and 
ruinous in its confequences, I would not con-» 
tribute a fingle effort, nor a fingle (hilling. 
I do not call for vengeance on the heads of 
thofe who have been guilty ; } only recom- 
mend to them to make their retreat : let 
them walk off' ; and let them make hafle, or 
they may be affured that fpeedy and coodigq 
punifljment will ove|•-t2^ke thejp, 

^ My Lords, I have fubmittcd to you, 
with the freedom and truth which I think 
my duty, my fcntiments on your prefent 
awful (ituation. I have laid before you the 
ruin of your power, the dilgrace of your 
reputation, the pollution of your difciplinp, 
the contamination of your morals, the com- 
plication of calaaiities, foreign and domeftic, 

that 
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that overwhelm your finking country. Your ^xliv!" 
dearieft interefls, your own liberties, the ' — c^, 
Coijflitution itfelf, totters to the foundation. 
All this difgraceful danger, this multitude of 
milery, is the monftrous offspring of this 
unnatural war. We have been deceive^ 
and deluded too long : let us now ilop fhort : 
this is the. crifis-^may be the only * crifis^ 
of time and lituation, to give us a poffibi- 
lity of efe&pe from the fatal effefls of our 
delulions. But if iq an obilinate and infa- 
tuated perfeverance in folly, we flavifhiy 
echo the peremptory words this day pre^ 
fented to us, nothiqg can fave this deVoted 
country from complete and final ruin. We 
' madly rufli into multiplied miferies pnd 
^* <:6]ifui)on worfe confounded/' 

^ Is it polfible, can it be believed, that 
MinilL^fs ajre yet blind to this impending 
deftruftionp — I did hope, that inftead of 
this falfe and empty vanity, this over- ween- 
Jtig pride,' engendering high conceits, and 

• It cannot have e.'caped obferyaiion, with wjiat urgent anxiety 
tlic noble fpeaker has prcfled this point throughout his fpeech: , 
|he critical nectffity of infiantly treating with America. But tl^ 
warning voice was heard in vain : the Addrtfs triumphed > Parii- 
ament adjourned : Minifters enjpycd the feftivc 'recefsof a long 
Chriftnias:— and America ratified Iwr alliance with France. 

preluifip-' 
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xLnrf' prefumptuous imaginations — that Miniflcrs 

^"^"^ would have humbled themfelves in their 

-1777. 

errors, would have cdnfefled and retrafted 
them, and by an a6live, though a late re- . 
pentance, have endeavoured to redeem 
them. But, my Lords, fince they had nei- 
ther fagacity to forefee, norjuftice nor hu- 
manity to fliun, thefe oppreffive calamities; 
fmce, not even fevere experience can make 
them feel, nor the imminent ruin of their 
countr)' awaken them from their ft upefafilion, 
the guardian care of Parliament muft inter- 
pofe, I Ihall therefore, my Lords, propofe 
to you an amendment to the addrefs to his 
Majefty, to be inferted immediately after the 
two firft paragraphs of congratulation on 
the birth of a Princefs: to recommend an 
immediate cefFation oF hoftilities, and the 
commencement of a treaty to reftore peace 
and liberty to America, ftrength, and fcappi- 
nefs to England, lecurity and permanent 

profperity to both countries. This my 

Lords, is yet in our power ; and let not the 
wifdom and juttice of your Lordftiips neg- 
lefcl the happy, and, perhaps the only op- 
portunity. By the eftabliftiment of recover- 

* 

able law, founded on mutual rights, and 
afcertained by treaty, thefe glorious enjoy^ 

raents 
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ments may be firmly perpetuated. And let xliv**' 
me repeat to your Lordfhips, that the ftrong ""fi^ 
bias of America, at leaft of the wife and 
, founder parts of it, naturally inclines to this 
happy apd Conftitutional re-conneftion with 
you. Notwithftandipg the temporary in- 
trigues with France, we may ftill be aflured 
of their ancient and confirmed partiality to 
us. America arid France canriot be conge- 
nial ; there is fomething decifive and con- 
firmed in the honed American, that will 
not aflimilate to the futility and levity of 
Frenchmen. 

* My Lords, to encourage and confirm 

that innate inclination to this country, 

founded on every principle of affeftion, as 

well as corifideration of intereft — to reftore 

that favourable difpofition into a permanent- 

and powerful re-union with this country—- 

to revive the mutual flrpngth of the empire ; 

, — again, to awe the Houfeof Bourbon, in- 

ftead of meanly truckling, as our prefent 

calamities compel us, to every ihfult of 

French caprice, and Spanifh punctilio — ^to 

re-eftablilh our commerce — to re-affert our 

rights and our honour— to confirm our in- 

* terefts, and renew our glories for ever (a ^ 

- con- 
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^^liJ; con[umm9ition moft devoutly tb he endoA-^ 
voured! and which, 1 truft, lusty yet.arifef 
from reconciliation \yit)i America) — I have 
ihehonour of fubmitting to. you the follow- 
ing amen4ment ; which I move to be in-^ 
ferted after the t,wo firft paragraphs of the 
adrdrefs/ 

^^^ " ^^^ that this Hcufe does moft humbly 
advife ,and fupplicate" his Majefiy, to be 
pleafed to caufe the moll fpeedy and effeft- 
ual me&ryres to be taken, for reftoring peace 
in America ; and that no lime may be loll 
in propofing an immediate ceflation of hof- 
tilities there, in order to the opening a treaty 
for .the final fettlement of the tranquillity of 
:thefe invaluable provinces, by a removal of 
:the vmhappy caufes of this ruin6us civil war; 
and by a juft and adequate fecurity againft 
the return of the like calamities in times to 
come. And this Houfe defire to offer the 
moft dutiful aflbrances to his. Majefty, that 
they will, in due time, chearfuUy co-operate 
.with the, magnanimity and teijidcr goodnefs 
of his Majefty^ for the preferva,tion of his 
people, by fuch explicit and ^ofl iblemn 
^eqlara.tions, apd prpvifions of fu^damenul 
tmd revocable. law$, as may be jiji^ged necef- 

fary 
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lary for the afcertaining and fixing for ever chap* 
the refpediive rights of Great Britain and 
ber Colonies/* 

The amendment was negatived. 

In the courfe of the debate, Lord Suffolk, 
Secretary of State for the Northern depart- 
ment, undertook to defend the employment 
of the Indians in the war. His Lordfliip 
contended, that, befides its policy arid necef^ 

Jity^ the meafure was alfo allowable on jftnn- 
€iple\ for that *Mt was perfeflly juftifiable 
ta ufe all the means that God and Naiiirc 

.piit into our hands^ 

« * 

* I AM astonished!' (exclaimed Lord L«t>d • 

^ Chatham's 

Chatham, as he rofe) — ' fhocked ! to hear sp"ch «« 

' J the cra- 

fuch principles confeffed — to hear them a- ^®i^^ 
vowed in this houfe, or in this country : 
principles equally unconftitutionaljinhuman, ' 
and unchriftian I 

'^ My Lords, I did not intend to have en- 
croached again upon your attention ; but I 
cannot reprefs my indignation— I feel myfelf 
impelled by every duty. - JMy Lords, we are 
. called upon as members of this Houfe, as 

men, 
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men^as Chriftian-men,to proteft againft fuch 
notions ilanding near the throne, polluting 
the ear of Majefty. " That God and nature 
put into our hands," I know not what 
ideas that Lord may entertain of God and 
nature : but I know that fuch abominable 
principles are equally abhorrent to i'eligion 
and humanity. — What ! to attribute the fa- 
cred fanftion of God and nature to the 
maffacres of the Indian fcalping knife — to 
the cannibal lavage, torturing, 'murdering, 
roafting, and eating; literal-y, my Lqrds, 
eating the mangled viftims of his barbarous 
battles ! Such horrible notions fhock every 
precept of religion, divine qr natural, and 
every generous feeling of humanity. And, 
my Lords, they fliock every* feniimentof 
honour; they fhock me as a lover of ho- 
npurable war, and a detefter of murderous 
barbarity. 

* Thefe abominable principles, and tliis 
more abominable avowal of them, demand 
the moft decifive indignation. I call upon 
that Right Reverend Bench, thofe holy mi- 
nifters of the gofp^l, and pious paftors of 
ouf church; I conjure them to join iri the 
holy work, and vindicate the religion of 

their 
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their God : I appeal to the wifdom and the ^^l^v^' 
law of this Learned Bench, to defend and.- "v' ^. 
fupport the juftice of their country; 1 call 
upon the Bifliops, to interpofe the unfullied 
fanSity of tfieir lawn;~upon the learned 
Judges, to interpofe the purity of their er- 
mine, to fave us from this pollution : I call 
upon the honour of your Lordfhips, to re- 
verence the dignity of your anceftors, and to 
maintain your own : I call upon the fpirit 
and humanity of my country, to vindicate 
the national charatler : I invoke the gei^ius 
of the conftitution^ From the tapeftry that 
adorns theffe walls, the immortal anceftor of 
this noble Lord * frowns with indignation 
at the difgrace of his country. In vain he 
led.yOur victorious fleets againft the boafted 
Armada of Spain ; in vain he defended and 
eRablifned the honour, the liberties, the re^ 
ligion, the Protejlant religion^ of this coun- 
try, againft the arbitrary cruelties of Popery 
and the InqtiifitityQj, if thefe more than po- 
pifh cruelties and inquifitorial pratlices are 
let loofe among us ; to turn forth into our 

• Lord Effinghani.—rLovdi Effingham Hoivard was Lord High 
Admiral of England againft the Spanifti armada j the deilru6lion of 
which is repreferttcd in riic tapeftr)'; 

Vol. li. B b fettlements^ 
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^xLiv!' fettlemcnts, among our ancient connexions, 
^-"^'^-' . friends, and relations, the mercilefs cannibal, 
thirfting for the blood of man, woman, and 
child! to fend forth the infidel favage — 
' againll whom? againft your Proteftant bre- 
thren ; to lay wafte their country, to defolate 
their dwellings, and extirpate their race and 
name, with thefe horrible heH-hounds of fa- 
vage war!- hdl-fiounds, I fay, of favage 
war. Spain armed herfelf with blood-hounds 
to extirpate the wretched natives of Ameri- 
ca ; and we improve on the inhuman exam- 
ple even of Spanifti cruehy we turn loofe 
thefe favage hell-hounds againfl: our bre- 
thren and countrymen in America, of. the 
fame language, laws, liberties, and religion; 
endeared to us by every tyc that (hould 
fanclify humanity. 

' My I*ords, this awful fubjeft, fo impor- 
tant to our honour, our conftitution, and 
our religion, demands the moft folemn and 
effetlual enquiry. And I again call upcxi 
your LordQiips, and the united powers of 
the ftate, to examine it thoroughly and de- 
cifively, and to ftamp upon it an indelible 
ftigma of the public aibhorrence. And I 
again implore thofe holy prelates of our re- 
ligion. 
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ligion^to do away tliefe iniquites from among ^xlrvf' 
Us. Let them perform a luilration ; let thera ^— ^'^^^ 
purify this'Houfej and this country, from 
this fin. 

' My Lords, I aiti. old and weak, arid at 
prefent unable to lay more; but my feelings * 
and indignation were too ftrong to have 
faid lefs; I coiild not have flept this night in 
my bed, nor repofed my head on my pillow, 
without giving this vent to my eternal ab* 
horrence of fuch prepofterous and enormous 
principles^ ^ 

V » 

This fpeech had no effeft^ The: Addrefs 
Vas agreed to* 

On the 2d diy of December I777, th^ 
dukfe of Rickmoni moved for the returns of 
the ariAy and navy in Ireland and America* 
Upon this occafion. Lord Chatham faid^ 

* I mdft cheerfully teftify my approbation q^^^. 
of the motions n6w made by the noble \^^^^^l^ 
Duke ; and am firmly perfuaded^ that they 
have originated in the irioft eiialted motives ; 
l^or am I tefs -pleafed with the veiy candid 
reception they have met with from your 

Bb a Xiordfhips^. 
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^ xuv.' Lbrdlhips. I think they will draw forth a 

^^^TT^ great mafs of uieful information; but as to 

1777. ^ . ' ^ 

thoFe refpe6ling the ftate of our military 
ftrength, there appears fomething yet want-* 
' ing to render them complete. Nothing has 
^ been offered whicli may lead to inform us of 
the aftual ftateof the garrifons of Gibraltar 
and Minorca, thofe two very important for- 
treffes, which have hitherto e'nabled us to 
maintain our fuperiority in the Mediterra- 
nean, and one of them (Gibraltar) fituated 
/ on the very continent of Spain, the beft 
proof of our naval power, and the only fa- 
lid check on that of the Houfe of Bourbon ; 
yet thofe two important fortreffes are left 
to chance, and the pacific difpofitions of 
France and -Spain, as the only proteftion ; we 
hold them but by fufferance. I know them 
to be in a defencelefs ftate. None of your 
Lordfliips are ignorant that we lolt Mahon 
at the commencement of the laft war. It was 
indeed a fatal difafter, as it expofed the trade 
and commerce of the Mediterranean to the 
• ravages of our inveterate and then power- 
^ ful enemies. My Lords, fuch was the light 
the acquihtion of that fortrefs was locked 
upon wlien it was firil taken, that the Duke 
of Marlborough, who was no great penman, 

but 
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but who' employed a fecretary to draw up xuv^^ 
his difpatches, in anfwer to the letter from 
the able general and confummate flatefman 
who conquered it (the father of my noble 
relation now in my eye. Earl Stanhope) 
trufted the difpatch to the fecretar}^, but ad- 
ded a poflfcript in his own hand-writing, 
where he ^recommended particularly to the 
viSorious general, by no means to neglefl: 
putting that fortrefs in the beft poffible ftate 
of defence, and to garrifon it with natives, 
and not foreigners. When I had the ho- 
nour, foon after it fell into the hands of the 
Frepch, to be called into the councils of the' 
late King, I never loft fight of thatcircum- 
fl^ance. Gibraltar ftill remained in our 
hands: and the war in Germany, which Par^ 
liament thought fit to engage in, and bind 
themfelves to, before J came into office ; 
though we were carrying on the moft exten^ 
five operations in America; though thecoaft. 
of Africa,and the Wefi. India iflands, requir- 
ed a fiiitable force to prote6l them; and 
though theie kingdoms called for a propor- 
tionate army, not only to aft defenfively, but , 
ofFenfively on the coafls of our enemies; 
nptwithftanding all fhofe preffing fervices, 
vay Lords, having the counfel of that great 

B b 3 man 
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man conftamly in view, it determined roe, 
that whatever demands, or how much fo- 
ever fuch troops might be wanting elfewhere, 
that Gibraltar (hould never want a full and 
adequate defence. ^I never had, my Lords, 
lefs than eight battalion? to defend it. I 
think a battalion was then about eight hun- 
dred ftrong. So that, my Lords, I affirm 
that Gibraltar was never trufted to a garrifon 
of lefs than fix thoufand men. My Lords, 
this^force >vas, as it were, locked up in that 
fortrefs during the whole of the late war; nor 
could any appfearance of the moft urgent 
necefTity induce me to weaken it. My 
Lords, I know thjat the very weak and de- 
fencelefs ftate of thefe iflands does not leeni 
to admit of any troops being fpared from 
the home defence ; but, my Lords, give me 
leave to fay, that whatever relu6lance ' or 
difguft there may have appeared in ieveral 
Veteran and able Generals to the ferviee, 
where the tomahawk and fcalping knife were 
to be the warlike inftruments employed a5 
the engines of deftru6lion, I am convinced 
there are many, fome of whom J have in 
jny eye Qfuppofed to mean Lords Townfr 
hend and Amherft] who would with ardour 
and alacrity, accept of any command, where 
' ' the 
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tlie true honour, intereft, and fafety of their ^x" iVf * 
country were concerned. My Lords, the 
moment is arrived when this fpirit (hould 
be exerted. Gibraltar is garrifoned by Han- 
overians. I am told, if any accident {hould 
happen to the prefcnt commanding officer ' 
there, that the care of the fortrefs, and the 
command of the troops^ would devolve on 
a foreigner. 1 do not recollect his name, 
but this is my information ; and if I do not 
hear it contradifted, I muft take it for 
granted,- I am well atithorifed to fay, my 
I^ords, that fuch is the prefent defencelefs 
ilate of Gibraltar, that there is not a fecond 
- lelief incafe of an attack ; not men fufficient 
to man the works, while thofe fatigued with 
fervice and watching, go to refrefh, eat, or 
fleep ; though Germany and the wilds of A- 
picrica have been ranfacked for the purpofe. 

9 

• My Lords, we (hould not want men in a 
goodcaufe; and nothing ought to be left 
untried toprocure them. I remember, foon 
after the period I ftiall take the hberty to 
remind your Lordfliips of, after an unnatu* 
ral rebellion had been extinguilhed in the 
northern part of this ifland, men not fighting 
for liberty, or the conftitution of their coun^ 

B b 4 try, 
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^xuv^* try, but profefTedly to annihilate both, as* 
advocates for popery, flavefy, and arbitrary 
power; not like our brethren ii> America, 
Whigs in principle, iind heroes in conduct: 
I remember, I fay, my Lords, that I employ- 
ed thefe very rebels in the fervice and de- 
fence of their country. They were reclaim- 
ed by this'means; they fought our battles; 
they cheerfully bled in defence of thofe li- 
berties which they attempted to overthrow 
but a few years before. What, then, does 
your Lorddiips imagine would be theeffeft 
of a fimilar conduft towards the Whigs and 
freemen of America, whom you call rebels ?- 
Would it not, think you, operate in like 
manner? They would fight your battles; 
they would cheerfully bleed for. you; they 
would render you luperior to all your fo- 
reign enemies; they would bear your arms 
triumphant to every quarter of the globe. 
You have, I fear, loit the a{fe6Hon, the good 
will of this people, by employing m.ercenary 
Germans to butcher them; by fpiriting up 
the favages of America to fcalp them with 
the tomahawk. My Lords, I would have 
you cpnfider, fhould this war be pufhed to 
extremities, the poliible confequences. It 
is no farther from America to England than 

from 



777- 



OF THE EARL* OF CHATHAM. gyy 

I 

•from England to America. If conquedis ^"lV; 
to be the ifTue, we muft truft to that ifliie, ' * 
and fairly abide by it. 

* The noble Earl at the head of the Ad-p 
miralty, the lafl night I had the honour to 
addrefs your Lord (hips, contradifted me 
>vhen I afl'erted we had not above twenty 
fhips of the line fit to proceed to fea (on acr 
tual fervice) at a fhort warning. I again re- 
peat the afTertion, though I gave it up at tl^at 
time, on account of the plaufibiliiy and con- 
fidence with which the fa6l was afferted^ 
I- now fay, there are not above twenty fhips 
of the line, on which any naval officer of 

m 

eminence and fkill in his profeffion would 
ftake his credit, The noble Earl in office 
faid, there were thirty-five (hips of the hne 
fit for fea; but acknowledged, that there was 
a deficiency of near three thoufand qf the 
complements neceffary to proceed upon gc* 
tUal fervice, How did the noble Earl propofe 
to fill up that deficiency? — By fupernume- 
raries, by transfers, by recruits j &c. Will 
the noble Earl fay, that twenty-one thoufand 
is a full war complement for thirty -five fhips 
of the line? or will he undertake to alTure 
this Houfe (even allowing for thofe odds and 

endsj 
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ends) that the (hips will be properly man'* 
ned by the numbers howa6lually on board? 
But if every particular fa6l. Hated by the 
noble Earl, be precifely as h^ would per- 
fuade your Lordfhips to believe; will his 
Lordihip pretend to affirm, that thirty-five 
ftiips of the line, or even forty-two (the 
highefl that his LordQiip ventured to go) 
would, in cafe of a rupture with the Houfe of 
Bourbon, be fufficient for all the purpofes of 
o^ence, defence and proteftion ? I am fure 
his Lordihip w ill not. A fleet in the Chan*- 
nel ; one in the Weflem fea ; another in the 
Weft Indies ; and one in the Mediterranean ; 
befides convoys and cruizers, to protecl our 
commerce and «nnoy our enemies. I lay, 
my Lords, that thirty -five {hips of the line 
would be neceffary for the protefclion of our 
trade and fortreffes in the Mediterranean 
alone. We muft be equal to the combined 
force of France and Spain in tHat fea, or we 
need not fend a fingle (hip there. Ships muil 
be ftationed to command refpeft from the 
powers on the coaft of Barbary, and to pre- 
vent their piracies on our merchant Veffels, 
We muft have a fuperior fleet in the Wef- 
tern fea like wife, and we muft have one in the 

Channel 
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<;hannel equal to the defence of our own ^xjav.' 
coaft. v-y^ 

'777- 

* Thefe were the ideas which prevailed, 
when I had the honour of affifting in the 
Britifli councils, and at all other preceding 
perfods of naval holtility fince the Revolu-* 
tion. My Lords, if Lord ^7z/c??i was capa-^ 
ble of the high office the noble Earl now 
prefides in, the noble Earl is certainly miC. 
taken in faying, that thirty-five or fifty-five 
fhips of the line are equal to the feveral fer- 
vices now enumerated. That great naval 
commander gave in a lift, at one time, of 
eighty-four thoufand feamen aftually on the 
|3oolcs, It is well worthy your Lordfhip's 
inquiry, to know what are the prefent num- 
ber. The motion made by the noble Duke 
leads to that inquiry, and meets my warm- 
left approbation; but that we may have eve- 
ry neceifary information, I recommend to 
my noble friend to amend his motion by 
extending it to Gibraltar and Mahon. I do 
not wiQi to have any thing difclofed at pre- 
fent, which may tend to expofe the weak 
ftate of thofe fortreffes ; but I think it incum* 
benton yourLordftiips tolearn their ftrength, 
jn ppint of numbers of men; and to know 

how 
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how the fa£l (lands, relative to the poflS- 
bility of the command of Gibraltar^ devolv* 
ing pn a foreigner, in cafe of any accident 
happening to the officer who nov/ commands 
there/ 



The motion was agreed to. 
On the Qn the fifth day of December, in confe^^ 

capture of J ^ 

i^r^o^\'s quence of intelligence having arrived of the 
*""^" capture of General Burgoyncs army. Lord 
Ckatham went to the Houfe of Lords to 
make a motion upon that fubjeft, which 
he introduced with remarking, ' That the 
King's fpeech at the opening of the leffion 
conveyed a general information of tbe mea- 
fures intended to be purfued ; and looked 
forward to the probable occurrences which 
might be fuppofed to happen. He had that 
fpeech now in his hand, and a deep fenfe of 
the public calamity in his heart. They 
would both co-operate to in force and juftify 
the meafure he meant to propofe. He was 
forry to fay, the fpeech contained a very 
unfaithful pifture of the ftate of public af- 
•fairs. This aflertion was unqueftionable ; 
not a noble Lord in Adminiftration would 
4are rife, apd even fo njuch as ' controvert 
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tlie faft. The fpeech held out a fpecious 
outfide— was &11 of hopes ; yet it was mani- 
feft, that everv thinsr within and without, 
•foreign and domeftic, was full of danger, 
and calculated to infpire the moft melan- ' 
choly forebodings. His Lordfliip hoped,' 
that this fudden call for their Lordlhips* 
attention, would be imputed to its true mo- 
tive, a defire of obtaining their alfiftance in 
fuch a feafon of difficulty and danger; a 
feafon in which, he would be bold to main- 
tain, a lingle moment was not to be loft. 
It was cuftomary, he faid, for that Houfe to 
offer an addrefs of condolance to his Ma- 
jeity upon any public misfortune, as welt 
as one of congratulation, on any /public ' 
fuccefs. If this was the nfage of Parliament, 
he neverrecollededa period, at which, fuch 
an addrefs became more feafonable or necef- 
fary than at prcfent. If what was acknow- 
ledged in the other Houle was true, he was^ 
aftonilhed, that fome public notice was not 
taken of the fad, the melancholy difafter. — 
The report was, the fa6l was acknowledged 
by perfons in high authority, [Lords -Ger- 
main and North] that General Burgoyne 
and his array were furrounded, and obliged 
to furrender themfelves prifoners of war to 

the 
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' ^x" ivf* ^ Provincials, He (hould take the account 
*--^^"^ of this calamitous event, as now ftated, and 
argue upon it as a matter univerf^ly allowed 
to be true. He then lamented the fate of 
Mr. Burgcyne in the mod pathetic terras; 
and faid, that gentleman's character; the 
glory of the Britifti arms^ and the deareft 
interefts of this undone, difgraced country 
had been all facrificed to the ignorance, te- 
merity, and incapacity of Minifters* Ap-* 
pearances, he obferved, were indeed dread- 
ful; he was not fufEciently informed to de-^ 
cide on the extent of the numerous evils 
with which we were furrounded ; but they 
were clearly fufficient to give juft caufe of 
alarm to the moil confident or callous hearts 
He fpoke with great candour of General 
Burgoyne: he might, or might not, be an 
able officer; but by every thing he could 
learn, his fate was not proportioned to his 
merit : he might have received orders it was 
not in his power to execute. Neither (hould 
he condemn Minifters ; they might have in-^ 
ftruSed him wifely ; he might have executed • 
his inftrudions faithfully and judicioufly^ 
and yet he might have mifcarried* There 
are many events which the greateft human 
forefight cannot provide agaiuft; it was on 

that 
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tKat ground, therefore, hp 'meant to frame ^x" ivf* 
his motion. The faft was acknowledged; ^^-"^^"^ 
the General had mifcarried. It might not 
have been his fault^, it might not be that of 
his employers or inftruftors. To know 
where the fauk lay, he was defirous of hav- 
ing the orders given to General Burgcym, 
laid before the Houfe. . So much of the plan 
at home, had, however, tranfpired, as jufti- 
fied him in affirming that the meafures were 
founded in weaknefs, barbarity and inhur- 
manity. Savages had been employed to 
carry ruin and devaftation among our fub-- 
je6ls in America. The tomahawk and fcalp* 
ingknife were put into the hands of the 
moft brutal and ferocious of the human fpe- 
cieS. Was this honourable war? Was it 
the means which God and Nature [^alluding 
to what had fallen from Lord Suffolk on the 
opening of the feffion^ put into the hands 
of Englifhmen, to siflieit their rights over 
our colonies, and to procure their obedience, 
and conciliate their aifeftion? His Lord (hip 
fpoke in the moft pointed terms of the fyf- 
tem iijtroduced within the laft fifteen years 
at St. James's : of breaking all public and 
family connexion, of extinguifhing all pub- 
lic and .private principle. A Jew men had 

* got 
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^ xuv** SP^ ^" afcendency, where no man fliould 
^"^^^ have a perlbnal afcendency; by the execu- 
tive powers of the State being at their com- 
mand, they had been furniflied with the 
means of creating divifions. This brought 
pHable men, not capable* men, into the 
higheft and moft refponfible fituations; and 
* to fuch men was the government of this 
once glorious empire now entrufted. The 
fpirit of delufion had gone forth; the Mi-* 
nifters had impofed on the people; Parlia- 
ment had been induced to Iknftif^ the im- 
pofition; falfe lights had been held out to 
the country gentlemen: they had been fe- 
duced into the fupport of a moft deftruftive 
war, under the impreflion, that the Land 
Tax would be diminifhed, by the means of 
an American revenue. The vifionary phan- 
tom, thus conjured up for the bafeft of all 
purpofes, that of deception, was now about 
to vanifh. He condemned the contents of 
the fpeech in the bittereft terms of reproach. 
He faid it abounded with abfurdity and con* 
traditlion. In one part it recommended 
vigorous meafu res, pointing to conqueft, or 
unconditional fubmiflion ; while in another, 
itpreteiided to fay, that peace was the real 
objeft, as foon as the deluded multitude 
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Ihould return to their allegiance, This,Iys ^xllv!' 
Lordfliip contended, was the grofleft and 
moft infoient delufion.' It was by this 
ftrange mixture of firmnefs, and pretended 
candour, of cruelty and mercy, juftice and 
iniquity, thai this infatuated nation had been 
all along mifled. 

* His Lordfiiip returned to. the fituatioii 
of General Burgoyne^ and paid him^ indeed^ 
very high compliments. He faid, his abili- 
ties were confefled; his perfonal bjravery 
not furpaffed; his zeal in the fervice un- 
queftionable. He experienced no peftilence^ 
nor fuffered any of the laccidents which 
fometimes fuperfede the moft wife and fpi- 
rited exertions of human induftry. What 
then, fays his Lofdihip, is the great caufe 
of his misfortune? Want of wifdom in our 
Council, want of ability in our ,Minifters* 
His Lordfhip laid the whole blame on Mi- 
nifters: it was their duty to fliield that ill- 
treated officer from the tiemporary obloquy 
he rauftfuffer under, till he had- an oppor- 
tunity to juftify himfelf in perfon. * His 
motion bore no perfonal relation to the coti- 
du6l of that able, but abufed officer ; it was 
meant to be folely pointed to draw forth 
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^xuv^ ^ok inftruftions, which were the caufe of 
his defeat and captivity. General Bu^goyne 
was fubjetl to the events of war; fo was 
every other man who bore a command in 
time of war; for his parr, When he was in 
office, he never attempted to cover his own 
incapacity, by throwing the blame on others; 
on the contrary, he gave them every fup* 
port and becoming countenance in his 
power*, 

* His Lordlliip condemned the plan of 
operations, which he infifted was fcht from 
hence ; that of penetrating into the Colonies 
from Canada. It was a moft wild, uncom- 
bined, and mad proje6l ; it was full of dif- 
ficulty ; and though fuccefs had declared in 
our favour, would have been a wanton waRe 
of blood and treafure. He next animad- 
verted on the mode of carrying on the war, 
which he faid was the mod bloody^ barba- 
rous, and ferocious, recorded in the annals 
of mankind. He conirafted the fame and 
renown we gained the laft war with the feats 
and difgraces of the prefent ; then^ he faid, 
we arrived at the higheft pinnacle of glory; 
now we had futlied and tarniOied the arms 
'of Britain for ever, by employing favagds 

io 
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in our fervice, by drawing them up in a ^x^iV' 
Britifh line, and rtiixirig the fcalping-kniFe ""tj^^ 
and tomahawk with the fword and fireloCkt 
The horror he felt Was fb great, that had it 
fallen to his lot to ferVe ift an army where 
fuch Cruelty was permitted, he believed in 
his confcience he would foonef mutiny than 
conlent to Terve With fuch barbarians. Siich 
a mode of warfare Was, in his opinion, a 
contamination^ a pollution of our national 
chara6le;ri a ftigma which all the water of" 
the rivers ^Delaware and Hudfon would ne- 
ver wafli aWay ; it would rankle in the breafl 
of America, and fink fo deep into it, that 
he was almoft certain they would never for- 
get nor forgive the horrid injury. 

' His Lordfhip obferved, that fimilar id-* 
ftru6iions relative to the Indians had been 
imputed to him* He difclaimed the leaft 
recollection of having given any fuch in- 
ftru6lions ; and in order to afcertain the 
matter, fo as to remove any ground of fu-- 
ture altercation on the fubjeft, he called up- 
on Adminiftration to produce the orders^ if 
any fuch had been given* 

C c « « We 



XLIV, 



ggg ANECDOTES AND SPEECHES 

CHAP. c ^^ jjj^j^ jjg fjjjj^ fwept every corner of 

_ • 

Germany for men : we had fearched the 
darkefl wilds of America for the fcalping^ 
knife. But thofe bloody meafures being as 
weak as they were wicked, he .recommended 
that inftant orders might be fent to call home 
the firft, and difband the other— indeed, to* 
withdraw our troops entirely; for peace, he 
was certain, would never beeffefted, as long 
as the German bayonet and Indian fcalp. 
ing-knife were threatened to be . buried in 
the bowels of our American brethren. 
Such an expe6lation was abfurd, mad, and 
foolifh. The Colonies muft confider us as 
friends, before they will ever confent to treat 
with us : a formal acknowledgment of our 
errors, and a renunciation of our unjuft, 
ill-founded,, and oppreffive claims, muft pre- 
cede every the leaft attempt to conciliate. 
He declared himfelf an ^vowed enemy to 
American independency* He was a Whig ; 
and though he utterly from his heart ab- 
horred the fyfteni of government endea- 
voured to be carried into execution in Ame- 
rica, he as earneftly and zealoufly coiitended 
for a Whig government, and a Whig con- 
nexion ' between both countriesj founded 
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in a conftitutional dependence and fubor^* 
dination. 

* His Lordfliip recurred to the melan*- 
choly momentous fituation of public affairs 
in general. He faid, America was loft, even 
by the accounts which Adrainiftration in the 
Gazette had thought proper to impart. Ge- 
neral W^^m^^iJTi proved himfelf three times 
an abler general than Sir William Hoxoe ; 
for, with a force much inferior in number, 
and infinitely inferior in^very other refpefcl^ 
as afferted from an authority not to be 
queftioned (Lord Germaine) he had been 
able to baffle every attempt of ours, and 
kft us in fuch a iituation, that if not ailifted 
by our fleet, our troops in the neighbour- 
hood of Philadelphia muft probably (hare 
the fame unhappy fate with thofe under 
General Burgoyne. He condemned the mo- 
tives of the war in the moft ^pointed and 
energetic expreffions, and the conduft of 
it in ftill ftronger; and compared the fjtua- 
tibnof this country to that brought on his 
dominions by the Duke of Burgundy^ fur- 
named the Bold.— A Prince of the Houfe of 
- Savoy had his property feized by him ; the 
injured Prince would notfubmitj war was 
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^xLv/.' determined on ; and the objeft ftrongly re- 
fembled the paltry pretence on which we 
had armed, and had carried fire, fword,. 
and devaftation, through every comer of 
America. The feizure was about a cargo 
of fkins; he would have them, but the 
Prince of Saumur would not fubmit. The 
Duke was conjured not to go to war; but 
he perfifted: " he was determined fteadily 
to purfue the fame meafures:" he marched 
againft ^* the deluded multitue:" but at laft 
gave X)ne inftance of his magnapiraity, by 
imputing his misfortunes to his own obfti- 
nacy ; ♦* becaufe," faid he, " this was owing 
to my not fubmitting to be well advifed/* 
The cafe of the Duke of Burgundy was ap- 
plicable to England. Minifters had under- 
taken a rafh enterprize, without wifdom to 
plan, or ability to execute. 



^ What had occafioned fince laft war, the 
rife in the value of Englifh eftates? America, 
which he now feared was forever loft. She 
had been the great fupport of this country; 
ftie had produced millions ; Ihe afforded fol- 
diers and failors ; ft^e had given our manu-F 
fadurers employment, and enriched our 
jDcrphaats, The gentlemen of landed pro« 
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perty would probably feel this ; for, when 
commerce fails, when new burdens are in- 
curred, when the means by which thofe bur- 
dens were lightened are no more, the land, 
owner will feel the double preflbre of heavy 
taxes: he will find them doubled in the firft 
inilance, and his rents proportionably de- 
creafed. But what had we facrificed all 
thofe advantages for ? In purfuit of a pep- 
per-corn ! And how did we treat America ? 
petitions rejefcied— complaints unanfwered 
— dutiful reprefentations treated with con- 
tempt — an attempt to eftablifh defpbtifm on 
the ruins of conftitutional liberty — meafures 
to enforce taxation by the point of the fword, 
Minifters had infidioufly betrayed us into a 
war; and what were the fruits of it? Let 
the fad cataftrophe which had befallen Mr. 
JSurgoyne fpeak the fuccefs. 
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* In the courfe of his fpeech, he adverted 
to the language and Tory doftrine held in 
print, and in that houfe, by a moft reverend 
Prelate : and^ he trufted, he fhould yet fee 
the day, when thofe pernicious do6lrines 
would be deemed libellous, and treated as 
fuch. They were the doftrines oiAtterbury 
9nd ^achevercL As a Whig, he fhould never 
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^xLfvJ' endure them ; and doubted not, the author 
or authors would fuffer that degree of cen* 
fure and punifhment they were juftly enti- 
tled tQ, 

* After recommending meafures of peace 
inftead of meafures of blood, and promif- 
ing to co-operate in every meafure that 
might promife to put a ftop to the effufion of 
the one, and to promote the other, which 
might ftill prove the means of once more 
uniting our Colonies to us, his LordQiip 
moved, '* That an humble Addrefs be pre-r 
fented to his Majefty, raoft humbly befeech- 
ing his Majefty that he will be gracioufly 
pleafed to order the proper officers to lay 
before this Houfe copies of all orders and 
inftruftions to Lieutenant General Burgoyne 
relative to that part of his Majefty's forces 
in America under his command/ 



His Moti- Tj^g motion was neo^atived. After w^hich 

on on the ^ O 
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T^t^oi ' Lord Chatham moved, '^ That an humble 
addrefs be prefented to his Majefty, moft' 
humbly befeeching his Majelly that he 
would be gracioufly pleafed to order the 
proper officers to l%y before this Houfe all 
orders and trcfities relative to the epiploy'^ 
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melit of Indians in conjutlftion with the ^x1.ivf* 
Britifli troops againft the inhabitants of the 
Britifh Colonies in North America, with a 
copy of the inftruftions given fcy General 
Burgoyne to Colonel St, Linger T 

Lord Gower having oppofed this motion ' 
with vehemence and acrimorfy, Lord ChaU 
ham rofe, ^ and reproached the noble Lord 
with petulance and malignant mifreprefenta-^ 
tion . He denied that Indians had ever been 
employed by him ; they might have crept 
into the fervice, from the utility which the 
officers found in them when they were en- 
gaged in fome particular enterprifes in un* 
explored places ; but they were never em- 
ployed by the late King (George IL) who, 
he faid had too much regard for the military 
dignity of his people, and alfo too miich 
humanity, to agree to fuch apropofal, had 
jt ever been made to him. And he chilled 
upon Lord Amherjl to declare the'truth/ 

Lord Amherjl reluftantly owned, that In- 
dians had been employed on both fides; 
the French employed them firft, he faid, and 
Ve foUpwed the example. 
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^xLiv.' - ^^ *^^ 11^^ day of December 1777^ a 
^'"^^^ motion was made to adjourn to the 2Cth of 
January 1778. This long adjournment was 
oppofed by Lord Chatham. He faid, 

ri*i!S^the * ^^ ^ "^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ g^i^f ^^^^ aftonifli- 
SS^u^/"* nient I hear the motion now made by the 
noble Earl, a% a time when the affairs pf 
this country p relent,^ on every fide, prof- 
pe6ls full of awe, terror, and impending 
danger; when, I will be bold to fay, events 
of a moft alarming tendency, little expelled 
or forefeen, will fhortly happen; w^hen a 
cloud, that may crufh this nation, and bury 
it in deftru6lion for ever, is ready to burft 
and overwhelm us in ruin. At fo tremens 
dous a fealbn, it does not become your 
Lordfhips, the great hereditrary council of 
the nation, to neglefl: your duty; to retire 
to your country feats for fix weeks, in queft 
of joy and merriment, while the real ftate 
of public affairs calls for grief, mourning, 
and lamentation, at leaft, for the fulled ex- 
ertions of your wifdom. It is your duty, 
my Lords, as the grand hereditary council 
of the nation, to advife your Sovereign—r 
to be the proteftors of your country — to 
feel your own weight and authority^ As 

here* 
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hereditary counfellors, as members of this ^xuv^' 
boufe, you ftand between the crown and the ^"^T^ 
people ; you are nearer the throne than the 
other branch of the legiflature, it i$ your 
duty ta furrpund and proteft^ to counfel 
and fuppUcate it; yqu hold the balance, 
your duty is to fee that the weights are pro- 
perly poifed, that the balance remains even, 
*that neither may encroach on the other; 
and that the executive power may be pre- 
vented, by an unconflitutional exertion of 
even conftitutionai authority, from bringing 
the nation to deftru61jon. My 'Lords, I fear 
we are arrived at the very bfink of that ■ 
iB:ate; and 1 am perfuaded, that nothing 
(hort of a fpirited interpofition on your 
part, in giving fpeedy and wholefome advice 
to your Sovereign, can prevent the people 
from feeling beyond remedy the full elfetis 
of that ruin which Minifters have brought 
upon us. Thefe are the calamitous circum. 
flances, Minifters have been the c^ufe of; 
and Ihall we, in fuch a ftate of things, when 
every moment teems with events productive 
of the mofl: fatal narratives — (hall we truft, 
during an adjournment of fix weeks^, to 
thofe men who have brought thofe calami^ 
ties upOR us, when, perhaps, our utter ove^- , 

throw 
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CHAP, throw is plotting, nay, ripe for execution^ 
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without almoft a poffibility of prevention ? 
Ten thoufand brave men have falleo vic- 
tinis to ignorance and rafhnefs.- The only 
army you have in America may, by this 
time, be no more. This verv nation reniains 
no longer fafe than its enemies think proper 
to permit. I do not augur ill. Events of 
a moft critical nature may take place before 
our next meeting. Will your Lordftiips, 
then, in fuch a ftate of things, truft to the 
guidance of men, who, in every fingle flap 
of this cruel, this wicked war, from the 
very beginning, have proved therafelves 
weak, ignorant, and miftaken ? I will not 
fay, my Lords, nor do I mean any thiog 
perfonal, or that they have brought preme- 
ditated ruin on this country. 1 will not fup- 
pofe that they forefaw what has fince hap- 
pened; but I do contend, my Lords, that 
their guilt (I will not fuppofe it guilt), but 
their want of wifdom, their incapacity, their 
temerity in depending on their own judg- 
ment, or their bafe compliances with the 
orders and diftates of others, perhaps caufed 
by the influence of one or two individuals, 
have rendered them totally unworthy of 
your Lordfhips' confidence, of the confidence 
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of Parliament, and of thofe whofe rights ^^ 
they are the conftitutional guardians of, the 
people at large, A remonftrance, my Lords, 
fhould be carried to the throne. The King 
has been deluded by his Minifters. They - , 
have been impofed upon by falfe informa- 
tion', or have, from motives beft known to 
themfelves, given apparent credit to what 
they were convinced in their hearts was un- 
true. The nartion has been betrayed into 
the ruinous meafure of an American war, 
by the arts of impofition, by their own cre- 
dulity, through the raqans of falfe hopes, 
falfe pride, and promifed advantages, of the - 
^ moft romantic and improbable nature. My 
Lords,- 1 do not wifh to call your attention 
entirely to that point. I would fairly ap- 
peal to your own lentiments, whether I can 
be juftly charged with arrogance or pre- 
fumption, if I faid, great and able as Mi- 
nifters think themfelves, that all the wifdora 
of the nation is confined to the narrow cir*- 
cle of the petty cabinet. I might, I think, 
without prefumption, fay, that your Lord- 
fhips, as one of the branches of the legilla- ^ 
turfe, may be as capable of advifing your 
Sovereign, in the moment of difficulty and 
danger, as any lefler council, compofed of 
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xlAtT' ^ fewer number ; and who. being already 
fo fatally trufted, have betrayed a want of 
of honefty, or a want of talents. Is it, ray 
Lords, within the utmoft ftretch of the mod 
fanguine expeftation,. that the fame meil 
who have plunged you into your prefent 
perilous and calamitous fituation, are the 
proper perfons to refcue you from it? No, 
my Lords, fuch an expeQation would be 
prepofterous and abfurd. I fay, my Lords^ 
you are now fpecially called upon to inter- 
pofe. It is your duty to forego every call of 
bufinefs and pleafure; to give up yout 
whole time to inquire into paft mifcondu6l ; 
to provide remedies for the prefent ; to pre- 
vent future evils; to reft on your arms, if I 
may ufe the expreffion, to watch for the 
public fafety; to defend and fupport the 
throne ; and, if fate fliould fo ordain it, to 
fall with becoming fortitude with the reft of 
your fellow-fubjefts in the general ruin, I 
iear this laft muft be the event of this 
mad, unjuft, and cruel war. It is your Lord- 
fhips duty to do every thing in your power 
that it fhall not ; but, if it muft be fo, I truft 
your LordQiips and the nation will fall 
glorioufly. 
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* My Lords, as the firftand mbftimme- ^^^^^ 
diate objeft of your enquiry, I would re- 
commend to you to confider the true ftate of 
our home defence. We have heard much 
from a noble Lord in this Houfe, of the ftate 
x>( our navy. I cannot give an implicit be* 
lief to what I havoi^ heard on that important 
fubjeft. I ftill retain my former opinion 
relative to the number of line of battle fhipsj 
but as an enquiry into the real ftate of the 
navy is deftined to be the fubjefl of a future 
confideration, I do not wifti to hear more 
about it, ttH that period arrives. I allow, in 
argument, that we have thirty-five fliips of 
the line fit for aftual fervice. I doubt much 
whether fuch a force would give us a full 
command of the Chalnnel. I am certain, if 
it did, every other part of our poffeffions 
muft lie naked and defencelefs, in every 
quarter W the globe. I fear our utter de- 
ftru6lion is at hand. [^Here and in many 
other parts of his fpeech, his Lordftiip 
broadly hinted, that the Houfe of Bourbon 
was meditating feme important and decifive 
blow near home.] What, my Lords, is the 
ftate of our military defence ? I would not 
wifti to expofc our prefent weaknefs ; but 
weak as we are, if this war fliould be conr 
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in high, confidence with their Sovereign 
would induce us to fuppofe, is this nation 
to be entirely ftripped? And if it fhould, 
would every foldier now in Britain be fuffi-^ 
cient to give us an equality to the force in 
America ? 1 yill maintain they would not^ 
Where, then, will men be procured ? Re- 
cruits are not to be had in this country* 
Germany will give no more. I have read 
in the newfpapers of this day, and I have 
reafon to believe it tp be true, that the head ^ 
of the Germanic body has remonftrated 
againft it, and h'as taken meafures accord- 
ingly to prevent it. Miniflers have, I hear, 
applied to the Swifs Cantons. The idea is 
prepofterous ! The Swifs never permit 
their troops to go beyond fea. But, my 
Lords, if even men were to be procured 
in Germany, how will you march them to 
the water-fide? Have not our Minifters 
applied for the port of Embden, and has it 
not been refufed ? I fay, you will not be able 
to procure men even for your home-defence^ 
if fome immediate^ Heps be not taken. I 
remember^ during the lall war, it was thought 
advifeable to levy independent companies : 
they were, when completed, formed into 

batta* 






nevttiidiiileft ; 6vm, that. I c waft 4rg«»t fftfinid, , " ' ** ' • 
toi.'thcdinftafiire of'ieftaifeljfhingt^inft^nRl)! 
miikia:r-i lteBietobi8rthe>l*ftj)*lff>,A»jfri^;«fif:,{ 

bwtc ini this, fcin^gdoft. c > 1 [faiyf tl#^. SPy&Kt 

Plymouth); ;a»d.»itbiif|i» if >^if^fp|Jp£^:T)igl^t^\ , ' 

at Chatham. if.ToW h/?4\v!as>,.xigh'i.J Wi^-, 

as to.attfwqi^.tbehVfiMlH^ ^jjurpofes o^tj.^jii, 
theia,- CW;i$ ^aiR^hlft;«f;i>eiftg,;t;^n^np4,JcjJ. 
I vill noi;ipr€t(ehd,to.f^y;, t)Ujt„I fte nR.^T^ftf, 
fon,i \lrhy;iiiiUch ;a ctut^aj, /^^itp od^ ^Wh} 
the «xpferim0nt;ftiQUl4 pi)t/l>(S.i|tiad9^,f4l^ 
why: h may. rtpt, he :p«t; »^n, ;pn 1^6;^^^ j^a 
er jaei'pe6labte ■footin^y,>la^m^ffi^A^]\f-]^ 
'circaqdlthniees .:<iDrtfidttf"«tijif>yheri apu^^r^- 
ces wer^niM)!! -neajl^dfiGf tri^dapchc^ly finc| 
alartoing- .36 ' they ,3>9fy aire^. U»at:.ti]ie)r<i^.,)5i|?^«i 
ttiotiii tlroQps iin . 4jip,fiCM^fl^yj„«(: ..KfQt,^Qi^^ 
for thiejilclisrw/B; : qf th¥ Cp.Mn^K? ^*Jiftrf?F^ 

; :* My hotd^i I cOajtepd^tJll^t iv^p. ha»e.*wi)b< 
nco-caa procure;, «ii&y , foyq^rfu^cient cq./,^- ' 
due; Am^^rica. ; : It is i00Bitro«s tc> .^hin^ rIp^^ 
•^VoL. II. Dd There 
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^^"^ acquainted with militaiy affairs; I call up-» 
on any on« of tbem to rife and* pledge him- 
felF, that the military force now wiihm the 
kmgdom is adequate to its defence, or that 
any poffible force to 'be procured from Ger* 
many /Switzerland,- or clfewhere, will be e- 
qual totlie conqueftof America. I am too 
perfeflly ' perfuadeii of their abilities and in- 
tegrity, to expeft any fuch- aflurance from 
them. Oh ! but if Americat is not to be con- 
quered, (he is to be treated with. Concili* 
ation is at length thought of; terms aft to be 
offered. Who are the perfons that are to 
treat on the part of this affli6led and deluded 
country? The very men who have been the 
authors of our misfortunes: the very men 
who have endeavoiired, by the moll pernici- 
ous policy, the bigheft injuftice andoppref- 
fiofi, the moft cruel and devattating war, to 
enflave thdfe people; the)' would conciliate 
to gahrthe confidence^ and affeftion of thofe, 
wholravfe furvived the Itidfan tomahstwkj 
and the German bayonet. Can your Lord* 
fhips entertain the moft diftant profpeft of 
fticcefsTrom fuch* a treaty, and fuch negoti- 
atorsR No, my Lord*, the Americans have 
virtue, and they muft deteft the principles 




fap THB EARL QF CHATHAM. ^j 

bf Cutih iri^ii;?tliey have qnderftanding, and ^xli^f^ 
ioo much wiftiomi to trufl to the cunning, 
iind mTT0w politics which rtiuft cadfe fuch. 
bvertures On iht part Of their mercilefs per- 
ij^cutots* , My Lords/ 1 maintain, that they 
would . (huri, with a mixture of prudence 
and deteft?»tiohj any propofition coming frdni' 
that) quartieri : They would receive terms 
from iUch men, as Ihates to allure and be- 
tray* They Vould dread them as ropes,' 
, ineaht to be piit about their legs to enTtangle 
and overthrow them ih certain ruin. 

a « • 

■ • I 

. ^My Lords, fappofirig that our domeftic 
danger, if at all^ is Tar diftant; that our ene- 
inies will kave us at liberty to proiecute this 
i*rar with the utmofl of our ability ; fuppofe 
ya«r,L6rdfliips{houid grant a fle^t one day,, 
an ariny another; all thefe, I do affirm, will 
av^ii noijhirig, unlets you accompany* it with 
advifce^ Miriifters have b^ien Jn;erfor; ex- 
perience has provedit; and what i^ worfe, 
they continue in it. -Tl^ey told you in the 
beginntn|^i that 45,60 ineti would . traverle 
Amei-ica^ without fcarcely the appearance; 
fef iiM^rmption ; two campaigns have pafled 
fioiJe they ' gave • us this affyr^cc. Treble 
tb&tTinitnber tias he/^ employed ; and one 
.. - ' D d 2 • of 
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ofyoBft^arrtfies, which compeared tMtoi^hirdfe 
of the (6tce*hy which Attierictt WAS «obc 
fubdued, has been totaHy ddftrt)yed; 'atid^w 
now led* captive through thofe proviaces 
you call rebellious.' Thofe men wh«tfi ^y o» 
called cowards,' paltroon»,- runrfwa^si>iand 
knaves, are becoipe viftbriotts -OVeif ^fO©r 
veteran troops; and in thfe midft df vi6lory, 
and fiuOi of conqueft, have fdtMittilltirsrtiie 
example of moderation and of mag^nimity^ 
worthy imitation. ^ ; > * 



• • My Lords, no time fhould be loft which 
may promife to improvfc this difpolitloii'in 
America; unleft, by anobftinaicy foiifid^din 
madnefs, we wife to ftifle thofe ertibers of 
affefiion which; after all our' fa^iigd treat- 
ment, do notfecm as yet to have beeki en- 
tirely extinguilhed^ While on one fide wo 
muft lament the unhappy fate df that fpirit- 
ed officer/Mr. 5ur^dy>i^/ and the gallant 
troops iihder his? command, who Were facri- 
ficedto the waiiton temerity and ignorance 
of Mintfters; we art asrftrongly impeUe«i.on 
the other to admire and i'ppkud thfe gcwe- 
r6u^y magnanirfrous Cohduft*, tllie ik»ble 
friehdftiip/btttthetly afitftionand httinariky 
of the vt6lors, wl«> toadefcendSng^ioJimptetfe 

^ *i^ the 



tla,^ lipf pd ordqri of ipaPf^er and; d.eyaftat , .*= j^^fyf ' ' 
ii9^,tpptheir,itrue ajit^wrs, ^ip^qf^d.-th^t as, ^"^ •> 

fQidiexs.aad(E»ngliftjr»3en,.thQfe aqel. exceflea 
€oul4 pot j^avje prigipaAG(iwith .the.Grneral, 

nojT.were oojqfoB^ntito j^tiq br^ve and hji^^ne . 

^PM'"* '1^!^ ?' ' •^.rf"^^' ^i?i*^^» '^ not f ?'?^.RP]i?4 ,~ 
^° : ^'^ 1# ^^. ^^}- ®^>, 1*"t^.>^i ' ^^ fr^^i^^ % . 

■fpurqe-;ani;l?y .t;%Vjre|^.n4gqRefp,i?§ in-. • 
terprei^on,,grfinted,theiE,{ij;ofe{red djeftrpy- . 
ers terms of capitulation, which they could 

be only entitled to ,aA >;h^; makers of,feir.'^d 
lionbourable war, 

^ My Lords, I fhould not have prefiimed 
to trouble you, if the tremendous ftate 6f 
this nation did not, in my opinion, make it 
neceffary. Such as I have this day defcribed 
it to be, I do maintain it is^ The fame mea-» 
fares are ftill perfifted in; and Minifters, 
beeaufe your Lordfhips have been deluded, 
. deceived and mifled, prefume, that whenever ' 
the worft comes, they will be enabled to 
(helter themfelves behind Parliament* This, 
my Lords, cannot be the cafe; they 
Jiave committed themfelves and their mea^ 
fures to the fate of war, and they muft abide 
tjie jflufi. J tremble for this country; I am 
*' ' ^' V > D d J • ^ almoii 
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ScLivf* almoft led to defpair, that we fhall ever be 
able to extricate qurfelve§, Whetherpr pot^ 
the day of retribution is at hand, when tHe 
vengeance of a much ijrjurcd atid affJiftT 
ed people will, I trqft,' fall heavily pn the 
authors of their ruin ; ai)d I anj llrongly inr 
clined to belifeyc* that before the '^ay tq 
which the prbpofed adjourhiiient {hall arr 
rive, the noble Earl who moved ij ^ijl havp 
luft caufe to repent of his motion/ 

« 

The motion of adjournment was agreed to. 
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Ill 



Lord i^Jiatham^s zad and anpciety nffie^iffg^A^e*^ 
rica — HJ ia/i Sf^efhinJ^^riim/uM-^I/is^ lajl 
plan to prefcrvt America-^IIis Judden illnrfs in 
\ih€. Hou/e of Lprds*.. , * .... 1 

NPTWIT.HSXANDING a negative chk^^ 
h^^ been, put upon every propofitioh ^— v-J 
ja^nd rpQtion nj^Ue by Lord Chatkam^ concern- *" ' 
jng AiTjerica. yet he refolved to pcrfevere chwham't 

--* ^ . V ' i / J. ^' . ^..x.s.k. > » ' ._ . seal and 

in the fame Jine of condutl. To his zeal tnxietY' 
in this caufe he facrificed his hfe. He had '^«»«»«=»' 
pot ftrepigth.af copftitfUtion fufHcient to 
tear, the exertions, h^ m^dc. . He was now 
Advanced in the fe.yenti^th year of his age; 
had, fof jB#ny yea r^ fgff bred the fevereft 
pains of the gputj b^t MfrefTrng talents 
fuperior pp m.oft men, he felt with ' the 
^harpeft fen/ibility, the prqgrefs of events^ 
^*vbifih ^a|re(| wifh inditferenpe before the 
eyes of other men, who had not his pene*- 
tration,;, aUhoiigh debilitated by iiifjripity, 
and eiiervated by anguifti of body and mind, 
ftil! he refufe4 to yield to the calls of his 
(Jifprderj or to mitigate his torture, by the ^ 

J) d ^ indulgence 



t / 



^ \lv.' indulgence of a bed — while his country was 
^ ~'. g^ bleeding at every pore, he felt for her, not 
for himfelf; -^fjA^ honfoUr dkid f^lendour had 
been his glory and his pride — ^her debafe- 
-raeiit^a'nd advei^fity wfere now thconly fabb- 
jeifts '-of-his CQhceVnaridail'xifety*.-'^ 

His laa On the yth day of April 1778, 'ifl^Duke 

inPariia- Q^. RichiTioud havjog moved to prefent an 

• i < Addj-els to the King on the fabjeft oF/CBie 

* '>^''- : ' • injinuahd^ \ tofd ) ChcdhdiTi!^ t^^ ^'id'Tpcali 
1 - • • ^again 9n this iupject, . 

Yndrmiiie,s^ad fo^', l6'^'g;'aria'efiieci^ny ' at ; fo 
'irfipor.|ari^ acn6s; ^f^'ehted hiii 'atteildahce 
6n ttie dutfes pf 'PaHiM^ht.' -Mfe a^lirei 




•t9tKe Houfeoh this d.ay^(pei-Th'aiis tlie fefli tJtiili 
he ftioutd' evti^ ' be'a'bTe td' eritef' itk ^^k) ^ t6 

fhwitmh tliQ Cliann^l^of Sir Jafnef Wright ai|d Dr. Addinrton»; 
fhe particulars of which the^ reader will find ih the Appendix A A; 





OF THE EARL OF CHATHAM. ^fi^ 

.^Xprefe the.Jrfdtgttation he fdt at an idea ^jj^f* 
Which iveuridedteodwafsgcmcyforth^ of yields l"^"^ 

mgupthte fovireigmyoF America! 

I ' ' /. Lt ' ' • ' ♦ • • •. ■» ^ 

' !V^y Lotds, continued he, I rejoice thai 
the grave has not clofed upon me; that 
TaVn ftiH alive* to' lift up my voice againft 
th^ dirmeftlberihetit of this ancient aind moll' 
H6h\c 'mbttdrchy! Pi'effed do^wa'as I am. by 
^l^e hkrift 'Of infirmity, lam Me able td 
affift'rW^ ^buntiy in 'this moft paribus 'Con* 
fimiiteihuU ttiy Lefrds/v^hile I have feiiie 
?fkdin^rfaof^|F?IfMrin nevel- cotifotfl: tii deprive 
tl^ rDyatbffs]>riiigofthe:^'^^ • 

*it^clc;^¥he 'hdf&*Pt1teiF^inC8fs'Sophta, of 
'^ift f^MftinfceVif ante; J' Where is the man 
^h^t wnt dft f e tci Kd vife fwch' a mteafure ? My 
ijofds,^ • hik ^Maj^fty fbcceeded to an empire 
•^ij'griest fti'exteht as*ite deputation was un* 
^Tallied,'' Shai|';Ve tdrnifti the laftre of this 
'riiftioti'by'Bn'i^nfdihiriibiis far*endei: of its 
tij^sanii fkireft'poffeffio*!^? Shall t^ 
^Lmgdom, tlicM^ has 'furviv^d whole and en^ 
tire the Danifh depredations, ihe-Scouifii 
inroads, and the Norman conquell ; that has 
ll6c^ the thteatdfted'ittvafibn bf the Spani(h 
arrtrrada, how laWproftrafte before the Houfe 
pfBotfrbori? Surely, my Lords, thisnaticHi 



erfX/, is 
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no longer what it vrasrShaliii people, 
that feventeen years ago M^as the i^ror of 
the world, now floop To low as to teil 
its ancient inveterate enemy, take all we , 
have, bqly give ns peace? U i$ impQfltble ! , 



^ I wage war with no man, ca fet of men. 
I wiib for none of t)ieir employifiesits ; nor 
would I coroperate wii^h Aien wl^ flill per* 
fifl in uoretraHec) error; or who, iuQead of 
a£iingon a (hrm ^^cifive line of CQpdu^t, 
halt between! two . opinions, wheris then^ ia 
Bo middle p^tb. In God's narae^ if it i$ ?br 
folutely necefl^ry, to defrlare .cither for 
peace or .war^ and the former canned bp 
preferved with honour, why is fijXlhe letter 
ccMnmenced without hiefit^tion ? I am n€»t^ I 
confefs, weU informed of the refour^es of 
this kingdom; but I truft it b^s iliUfttffic}i» 
ent to maintain its juft rights,; though \ 
know them not.-rtBut, my |^Qrds» ai^y ftatc 
is better thandefpaii:. Let us ^ ieafl n»ke 
one effort ; and if we wuft. fftlLlft i|s fall 
like menT ^ ' 




When hi? Liordlhip fJ^t dowAi Lor^i Tv^f^ 
fie faid tohirPi ** Ycru h?jvp foygot to menr 
tioo what we }iave beep talking «^t>09t-T 

Shall 




pf 'Tin EARL eP: ^RATHAM. 

IShali »I get «p?" Lord Chathm repiifecj, P« 
f^ No, 'no; I wili do it by m^ ^yf ^^ • 

. The con^ver&tion to which Lor4 T^pl^ him's^uft 
jalluded^ relatied to the principle feature; pf ^r^ew 
ia plan, which Lord CAo/Aaw had formed ^^^ 
^ith a view* to efFeft the recovery of Ame- 
rica. Thefirft;part of ihe.pl^n was^. to it-*' 
icbrrtniend to hU Majefty, to take Duke*. 
Ferdinand, oi S^u^f^ck"^ 
his' fei^vicei lL;o*d Chaiham's . .defign in this 
m€faI^^^,IWa^ ttv iti^\e an impreflTipn, upon 
J^rance on jthe Gontirjent, in order to pre-? 
yenjt her fending that affill^W^e to the A^ • 
mprjicaps, which he knew the JFrench Couit^ 
had prorpired.-^— Another part pf the plan 
was, tp jrecomrpiehd a Treaty of tjaioh with 
the Ainjejr>GaftS~that America flionld make 
^eacjp and war- in concert with Great Bri- 
tain; thatfte fhQuld hoiljl the Britilh flag, 
and ufe rhe King's name in hen CouiM of, 
Tuftice. His ideas went no further in thw 
converfation. But he conceived an opinion, 
that when Anlerica faw the impolfibility of 
deriving any alfiftance from France,, the 
Congrefs would accept of thefe terms. 



The 
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^ xv// ' '^fef leader* cannot bid 6bif rve^ thit th» 
plan is pe'rfefiify.<x>n(bziaxit viitii Ihtt Lord- 
fhip s former plan, which proved fo eminent- 
ly iirccersfoll iii- die • late* var-^-^ conquer- 
ihg -Amcf i<la hy roakjng: a 'Vigorous impier- 
iiOi> u^A'Franc^ in Eiiropd. He (aw, tfaat 
a ^Wr witht France vas* become uoavoida*/ 
bi6: therefo|]ey''[with'ihis:ftift«ed:ip . 

acid (pirit^ >ke'iiriihed to> doipmence 'tbaf war 
inJMftediately/upon'his oim principles*; He 
^bikedthat^prbcrallinatiQQ^wfiicfi g^^the 
fsra^yf poWwyrihot onjy,^ <;huiiing.^ p$7 
riod oS his ' c&arm^ficy^t : btt( ^i^ ^ foenoa^ 
of operatibn*^^ .,!';. 






HUfoaden ... TKc Dukc ,of Ricmnoyid havinir fpoken, 
^'* H^"fe manjwer to. forae p^r!tS;9t Lorq Chatham^ 

* Thb «rar whfcii FrascC' carried on 'in AxBetfka^ia eoi^iiiiflkMi^; 
with the^'izited Stat«6y was in^nttejy.incgreexpeafiyeamlinjpiQiis. 
to England, than. a w^r againfl France in Europe, would bave 
bten. * nUf thfs*is ftdt*aA* :^rtion founded in conjechme^ may 
Iie4'e^%9( JRia^Nrriog thq civitgps ,of ^e Gemian.iv^y dpring tiio 
veUrs 1753, i759> 176O1 and 1761, with the chargfc^ of the Ame^ 
rican war, during tlie years 1778, 1779, 17$^, lySi-r-exclufiveor 
. tHe1ah»rrs'iifllie'Conchin0n:<olijeadi war.: Se«ii)os.poant<inQii«» 
tinned if) P)ap. ^YIj-~—It: >va^ .4. faying of ffcCdpnt Henault^ 
author of the Hiilpfy of France, that if there Kadbecn a fuccef- 
fion' of {\kk Mmiiiers Wi \\k Dnke Of ^if//f , nothing jcpuld fasre 
withstood tl)e power ^f Pranc<;. Jn imitatioil of which* it ipay be) 
iaid| with equal truth, that if therd ha,d been a fucceflion of fuch 
Miniflers as Lord Chatham^ nothing could have withftood the 
foweil of Great Britain. 

fpeeck 



fpeech, his Lordfhip attempedno rife, to ^xlv.**' 
reply to his Grace; but after two or three ^"-"p^ 
unfuccefsful ^ffoft§ to jijandvhe^ fainted and. 
fell down on his ''feat. ' The jDuke of Curri- 
berland, Lord Temple, Lord Stamford, and 
the oAer Lords, ww hm, i^pa^ht hiiii^. ixx . 
theif aftms. . The Hx)ufe was imHi,e.di«t€!iy 
cleared, and the windows were opened*^ — 
Dn Brocklejby being in the Houfe, his aflift- 
ance was inftantly obtained* . His LordfhiD 
wasxarned intQ.aq adiominff ropm. and the •' ^ 
HouTe directjy .adiourned., , , _ . . 

. This uphappy circnmuance proved ihe 
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«i«<j.,A«.vxyut ivv. 4r««M« «.»- 44.«^ V..9.ifca, a.x^M«- 9 vv*iv.a,v^ 

he was att/ended ay. his conhd^ntiaS phylj- 
cian. Dr. . Addm^ton. /• ,, 

-•f^ »^^ ;'■)•■• i'l iir ... - i/// r;;^i^': )" \ !.r.»j 
••«',^ ;, J :.. .:i io :•'..•'./...• '1; r/j; I niuo.^ 
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Lord Chatham s Dedih^^The <dHdu£l of PaMttd^ 
meni upon that ivelU-^S^fm^^ tfuits bj Hh Dkd^- 



f . 



I 3 
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^-v— ' - X-i ciatfcd ttate of body haffled eVei't d^ort 
that {kill arid tnedicine Could affdrd. "tlie' 
exertions he had lately rtiade^ had exhaufted 
his frimfe and donflitution. .He fahgiiiftiecf 

fd. Chau at tiayes iirttil the eleventh day of Mavv 
1778, M^hen he died ; to' the nntere ferret 
of eviSry Btitifll fubjea^ alfid o^ every gerfon 
vrhohad a jtift fenfe of htfman dignity and* 
virtu^i Such a man appealts hixi feldbm.-^ 
Lord Chatham was a marfi of ftrch e^itf ax)r- 
dinary talents, that he Wotdil have made a' 

{hining figure in arty fiatiom Ha<f h6 eon- 

* , ■ ' . • • * 

tiriUed irl the arn^iv, the#e is'ito doubt he 
would have died at the heafd of his eorps, oif 
- have advanced to the head of his profeffiom- 
He was not bora^ for iiiboirdii^ation.- 
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Intelligence of his death being feht to* :*J^j 
London^ Colonel Barre^ the mbment he "^^ 
heard it, haftenrd to theHoufeof Conxmons, 
vho were then fitting) and comtnunicated 
the melancholy information* Although it 
Was an event, that had^ in fome meafure^ 

. been expefted for fev^ral days, yet the Houfei , 
were aifefted with the deepeft renfibilityi 
Even the adherents of the Court joined in 
the general forrow, which was apparent in 
every countenance. The old Member^ in- 
dulged a fond remembrance of the energy 
and melody of his voice ; his commanding 
eye, his graceful aftion. The new Members 

- lamented, they (hould hear no more the pre- 
cepts of his experience, nor feel the powers 
of his eloquence^ A deep grief prevailed, 
The public lofs was acknowledged on all 
lides. Every one bore telUmony to the abi- 
Ijties and virtues of the deceafed. On tjiis 
occalion all appearance of parry was extin- 

guilhed« There was but one fenfe through • 
outtheHoufe. 



t » 



Colonel J5flrr^ moved, *^That an hum-' 
ble Addrefs be prelented to his Majefly, re-, 
quefling that his Majefly will be gracioufly 
pbafed tp give direftions that the remains pf 

William 
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*^xi^r* "WPy/Zwm Art, Earl of Chatham,, be interred 
^'T^ at the public expense; and that .a knon' 
nutnent be ereftcd in the collegiatechurchofr. 
St. Peter, Wcftitiinfter, to the memory df" 
that great and excellent Statefmany a Ad ati * 
iHrcriptioii expreffive of- the fentfinetits of' 
the people on fa great and irreparable a lofs \' * 
and to affdre his Majefty that' this Houfe ' 
Mrputdmake good the expence attending thef* 
fame. 



99 



-I . / 



While this Motioti was readihg, Lord • 
Ndrth came into the Houfe, and as loon. 
as he was informed of the biifiheft, he gave 
it his moil hearty concurrence; lamenting 
that he had not come in fooner, tliat Ije 
might have had the honour to have made 
the motion himfelf. . ;. 



■ I 



The ^notion was agreed to unanirHOuflyi 

'. '. ' . • • ' 

On the thirt^nth diay of May Lbrd Norths 
afl'ured the Houfe, that his Majefty had rea- 
dily agreed to theiraddrefs, refpeflingthe in- 
terment of the Earl of Chatham, inA to die 
ereflion of a monumei^t to hi^ Memory. 

Lord Jfohn Ccojendijh faid} tka{ he hoped 

.the? 
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the public gratitude would not ftop ^^tvu 
here. As that invaluable man, had, whilft ^'^' 
in the nation's fervice, neglefted his own 
affairs, and though he had the greateft op- 
portunity of enriching himrdf, ha^; never 
made any provifion for his family, he hoped 
an ample provifion would be made for the 
defcendants of fo honeft and able a Mihifter. 

Lord North coincided warmly in the 
noble Lord's wifti ; and Lord Nugent, Mr, 
Fox, Mr. Montagu, Mr. Byng, and feveral 
other Gentlemen, expreffed the moft fin- 
cere affeftion for the deceafed Peer, and 
pronounced the higheft eulogiums on his 
virtue and talents; adding, that he had 
neglefted his private interefts by direfit- 
ing his whole attention to national objefts, 
Mr. T. Townjhend, now Lord Sydm^, 
moved. That aft humble addrefs be pre- 
fented to the King, expreffing the wilhes of 
the Houfe, that his Majefty would .confer 
fome fignai and lading mark of his royal 
favour on the family of the deceafed £arl^ 
and that whatever bounty he fliould think 
proper to bcftow, the Houfe would chear- 
fully make good die fame. The motion was 
agreed to unanimoufly. 

Vol. IL ^ £ r On 
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^XLVL* O" ^^ twenty-firft. Lord North delivered 
^"jj^ to the Houfe the following meflage from 
the King. 

GEORGE R. 

^' His Majefty having confidered the Ad- 
drefs of this Houfe, thatjie will begracioufly 
plea fed to confer {prae fignal and lafting 
mark of his royal /avour on the family of 
the late William Pitt, Earl of Chatham 
and being defirous to comply as fpee- 
dily as poffible with the requeft of his 

^ faithful Commons, has given diretlions for 
granting to the prefent Earl oi Chatham^ 

• and to the heirs of the body of the late 
William Pitt, to whom the Earldom of 
Chatham may defcend, an annuity of four 

.thoufand pounds per annum, payable eut 

. of the Civil Lift revenue ; but his Majefty not 
having it in "his power to extend the efieft 
of the faid grant beyond the term of his 
own life, recommends it to the Houfe to 
confider of a proper method of extending, 

. fecuring and annexing the fame to the Earl- 
dom of Chatham in fuch a manner as (hall 

' be moft effeftual for the benefit of the fa-. 
mily of the faid William Pitt, Earl of Chat^ 
ham^ '' GEORGE R. 

The 
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The mcflage was referred to the Commit- ^xLvf* ^ 
tee of Supply; it was unanimbufly agreed ^g?^' 
to ; upoil which a Bill was brought in, and 
it pafled unanimoufly alfo. 

On the twenty fccond day of May, the 
Hpufe agreed to prefent another Addrefs to 
the King, requefting his Majefty to give 
orders, that twenty thoufand pounds be 
iffacd, for the payment of the debts of , the 
late Right Hon. William Pitt, Earl of Chat^ 
ham ; and to alFure his Majefty, that the ' 
Houfe would mate good the fame. The 
requeft was complied with, and included in 
the current fervices of the yean 

The particulars of the public funeral, and 
other circumftances connefted with it, as 
well as a number of papers concerning his 
Lordftiip's family, his charafter, the public 
monuments, &c. the reader will find in the 
Appendix B B, 

There are fome traits of his character, 
which are proper to be fele61ed from the 
general eulogies, which are alfo in the Ap- 
pendix. V ■ 
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^xAv The Hiftpry of the Seven Years War, is 
^■■vj^ the Hiftory of his Adminiftration. The 
of L^Sr ^read of his name, and the fame of his fpi- 
rit, infufed alarm and vigour into all the bel- 
ligerent powers. He contended, therefore 
with all their force. 

The American Congrefs of 1774, in their 
Addrefs to the People of Great Britain, faid, 
" This war was rendered glorious bv the 
** abilities and integrity of a Minifter, to 
whofe efforts the Britifti empire owes its 
fafety and its fame." The treaty of peace, 
which terminated that war, was a meafure, 
which equally in the period of its execution, 
as well as in the terms of its conftru6Uon 
met with his fincere and unalterable dif- 
approbation — His grand and his favou- 
rite plans for humbling the whole Houfe'of 
Bourbon, for carrying the fplendour and 
opulence of Great Britain to the higheftde* 
greeof fame and wealth — were thereby fruf- 
trated and annihilated. The glory of the 
Minifter, the honour of the Crown, the intc- 
reft of the country, were all facrificed to the 
revenge of a fafction; which feemed to ac- 
quire proteftion from the court, and increafe 
of numbers from the profligate, in propor- 
tion 
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tion to the increafe of 4:he enormity, and^ ^xlvl' 
perfidy of their crimes, 

' His efforts to preferve America, even to 
the lateft moments of his life, indifputably 
manifefl his high opinion of the importance 
of that great continent. In more than one 
converfation he faid, America would prove 
a ftaff to fupport the aged arm of Britain — • 
the Oak upon which fhe might hereafter re- 
cline, {haded and proteSed by filial duty, 
and affeftion. But his Majefty's carifiden* 
tiai advifers wanted to cut down this Oa^ 
and to plant their favourite weed, uncondi-^. 

* tion(d fvi)miJ}ion, in its place. In another 
age it may be admitted, that the Patriot was 
prophetic ; that the Parricide was apparent. 

He was the firft EngliQi Minifter who 
armed the hardy race of the North. It ij 
immaterial, whether he adopted the recom* 
mendatiQn from the plan given in Chapter 
XIV ; — the meafure fhewed the liberal and 
comprehenfive judgment of the Statefman* 

* The North has ever been propitious to con* 
queft. The world has feen it in the prefent 
day, in the inftance of Ruflia lately pour- 
ing her legions againil the luxurious South 

•-like 
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aSvi '• — lil^e the Goths againft the Romans. He 
'^V' few the advantage intuitively ; and there- 
fore brought this martial race of men from 
their cold abodes in the northern extremi- 
ties of the ifland, and dire6ted their ardour 
and fiercenefs againft the enemies of his 
country. 

In the cxercife of his duty as a Minifler, 
he was afliduous and inceflant. He gave 
no hours to private or domeftic interefts. 
He had no levees, nor evening engage- 
ments : he devoted himfelf to the Public ; 
4nd the nation pofleffed him entirely. His 
virtue and integrity were proverbial. 

His whole ftudy, his whole employment, 
his only attention, were the exaltation of his 
country, by the humiliation of her enemies* 
He grieved at the prohibition laid on the 
execution of his plans; and he died in an 
effort to preferve the dominion of a Conti- 
nent, he had in part acquired, and would 
have wholly fecured to the Britifti name for 
ver. 
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